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Blair’ 


By Phi up Webster, political editor 


lOW 




TOW BLAIR was accused of 
telling "Tare-faced despicable 
fies" yesterday as the general 
election campaign degenerat¬ 
ed to'a level of bitterness and 
abuse rarely seen m British 
politics. 

Stung by claims by the 
Labour leader that the Tories 
intended to abolish the state 
pension, the Prime Minister 
- last night led a barrage of 
. attacks against Mr Blair. Mr 
• Major said that the Labour 
leadership were “plain liars" 
and at Conservative head¬ 
quarters Brian Mawhinney, 
tire Tory chairman., and Ste¬ 
phen Darrell, tile Health Sec¬ 
retary. accused Mr Blair 
'directly, eight times of lying 
over pensions arid alleging the 
Tories would put VAT on rood. 

Mr Dorrefl said of Mr Blatn 
"The tougher tile questioning, 
the more he panics. The more 
he panics the more he lies — 
telling bare-faced- despicable . 
lies* .* ' 

4 With the fotesL pqft last 
night 

steady at 18 per cent the party’s 
leadership., dismissed the 
assault on Mr Blair as title act. 
of “desperate people resorting 
to desperate measures’'.- They 
claim their atiack had "struck 
a massive nerve* and decided 
last night to change their 
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campaign plans for today to 
keep the spotlight on pensions. 

The Tory attacks were de¬ 
signed partly to damage Mr 
Blairs integrity on the night 
when Labours election broad¬ 
cast showed him chatting at 
home with his children and 
about his beliefs. Mr 
said: “Today he ped¬ 
dled lies about our proposals 
for the state pension with the 
sole intent of whipping up 
tears among pensioners.” 

There was more. “Once 
again this morning we saw 
how hfijwnkked when faced 
with serious questions. A rab¬ 
bit caught in the headlights 
looks positively relaxed when 
compared with Mr Blair an¬ 
swering a question on 
economics." 

Scarcely less severe was Dr 
Mawhinney. He said that in 
statement after statement Mr 
Blair had been telling lies 
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Major rejects Saatchi 
advertising blitz 

By Andrew Pierce and Arthur Leathley 
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JOHN MAJOR has overruled 
plans by Lord Saatchi for a big 
advertising. campaign. in the 
last week before the election 
because the Conservative Par¬ 
ty’s finances have already 
been stretched to the limit 

In a sign of. deepening 
tension at Central Office, it 
was disclosed last night that 
the Prime Minister had refect¬ 
ed a personal plea from the 
advertising mastermind: Lord 
Saatchi lobbied Mr Major on 
his flight bade from Aberdeen 
on Wednesday evening. 

But the Prime Minister, 
who has taken a dose interest 
in the advertising campaign. 


rejected Lord Saatchi’s pro¬ 
posal for a blitz in national 
newspapers, partly because he 
feared that it could be inter¬ 
preted as a sign of panic. The 
party has spent about £11 
million in the past 18 months. 

Conservative Party sources 
indicated that the envisaged 
campaign could have cost 
more than £1 million. 

A friend of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter said last night: “He is 
determined not to leave the 
party’s finances in a mess at 
the end of the election cam¬ 
paign. Budget figures were 
agreed. We are going to stick 
to them.” 


about stale pensions, the NHS 
and Tory plans to put VAT on 
food in a “cynical pre-pro¬ 
grammed attempt" to divert 
attention from Labour's weak¬ 
nesses on Europe and the 
economy. 

It was hard, he said, “nor to 
hold in a degree of contempt 
someone who deliberately sets 
out to smear and to scare die 
elderly people of this country". 

If the lie claims had been 
made in the* Commons the 
Speakfer would have forced 
ministers to withdraw them. 
Such attacks are deemed “un¬ 
parliamentary language”. 

It was an unexpected turn of 
events on a day when the 
Tories had begun their final 
week of campaigning focus¬ 
sing on the economy and the 
alleged £12 billion black hole 
in the plans by Labour, which 
in turn had set out.to spell out 
to voters the choice faring 
them next week. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Leader, said: “They are resort¬ 
ing to abuse because they 
know they are losing the 
argument Tony Blair is talk¬ 
ing about the future of the 
country while the Tories have 
nothing left to say and noihing 
left to offer other than 
personalised attacks." 

Labour bases its claim 
about the threat to pension on 
the Tory manifesto which, it 
says, paves the way for the foil 
privatisation of the state pen¬ 
sion. When outlining the new 
Basic Pension Plus scheme in 
March ministers insisted that 
the basic pension would be 
protected. But Labour says 
that if pension funds were to 
go bankrupt there was no 
guarantee of where the money 
would come from. 

The Tories have admitted 
that their scheme will cost 
E160 million in the first year, 
accumulating each year to a 
maximum of £7 billion by 
2040. but saving £40 billion in 
the long term. 

It was Mr Blair'S launch of 
Labour 'S final week of cam¬ 
paigning that so infuriated the 
Tones. He was flanked on one 
side by a list of Labour 
pledges. On the other side, 
there was a list of “threats" 
posed by the Coservatives. 



Tony Blair at home in Islington yesterday. He pledged “a fresh start in politics” 

Labour ‘will stay radical’ 


TONY BLAIR promises this 
morning in an interview with 
The Times that he will be as 
radical as Prime Minister as 
he has been in changing the 
Labour Party. 

Talking in the drawing 
room of his Islington home, a 
relaxed Mr Blair says he has 
discovered “a real sense of 
confidence” as the campaign 
has progressed. But he is 
cautious about specifics and 
putting at risk the election 
victoiy which he and his 
advisers increasingly expect 

However. Mr Blair seeks to 
give the impression that, de¬ 
spite the caution of the party's 
manifesto and election cam¬ 
paign, a Labour government 
would over rime make a big 
difference in education, the 
health service and welfare. 

“There is something inher¬ 
ently improbable about my 
having been a radical leader of 
the Libour Party and then 


By Peter Riddell 

being a cautious Prime Minis¬ 
ter. I wouldn’t be. I’d be a 
radical Prime Minister, but it 
would be a a different land of 
radicalism.” But he argues 
that radicalism should not be 
defined by how much govern¬ 
ment spends or raising taxes, 
but rather by raising stan¬ 
dards in schools and the like. 

He says Labour has drawn 
up detailed preparations far 
forming a government He 
hinted at die possibility of 
some novel appointments in 
government and in Whitehall: 
T believe in making the 
broadest use of the talents we 
have available." He promises 
to offer "a fresh start in politics 
which will not be tribal". 

Mr Blair goes out of his way 
to praise John Prescott, 
Labour’s deputy leader, who 
has had “a fantastic cam¬ 
paign” and has done “wonder¬ 
fully". He is in "no doubt" that 
Mr Prescott would be "a key 


player in the Labour 
Government". 

Throughout the interview, 
he emphasises how a Labour 
administration would make a 
difference through step-by- 
step. rather than dramatic, 
changes — in the Queen’s 
Speech, in the midsummer 
"welfare to work" Budget and 
at the Amsterdam Euro 
summit Tin not myself a 
great believer in a dazzling 
first 100 days which then 
disappears up in smoke. 
People don’t want a revolu¬ 
tion. they want a fresh start" 

He said people wanted “tan¬ 
gible proof that the party that 
calls itself new Labour is 
genuinely new Labour". This 
means not trying to reverse 
everything that has happened 
over the past 18 years but in 
putting right .the things that 
were wrong. 


Interview, page 9 


Top charities pay 
heads £100,000 

Directors of 14 charities are 
paid more than £100.000 a 
year and the average salary of 
chief executives In the top 100 
voluntary. organisations is 
£751000, according to a survey 
of the nation’s .3,000 main 
good causes- The chanties 
have an annual turnover of 
£13 million --- Page 6 
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Huge Roman villa found 


By Nigel Hawkes. science editor 


WHAT may may be the 
largest late Roman villa in 
Britain has been discovered on 
a building site four miles 
north of Swindon. 

Developers of a housing 
estate at Groundwell Ridge, 
near Blunsdon St Andrew, 
discovered an impressive wall 
about 3ft high when driving a 
road through the site. They 
immediately stopped work 
and. as required by Depart¬ 
ment of the Environment 
guidelines, provided access for 
archaeologists. Investigations 
have been organised by Btyn 
Walters of the Association for 
Roman Archaeology. 

Jvio actual archaelogical dig¬ 
ging has yet been undertaken, 
but a team from the archae¬ 
ometry division of English 
Heritage has used geophysical 
surveying methods_to esnmate 
die size of the building. The 
team's preliminary results 
suggest that it lay within an 
enclosure up to 150 yards long 
and that it was not the only 
building on the site. _ . 

. Indications are that n »s a 


very large villa or a temple 
dating from the Iasi century of 
Roman occupation. From its 
size, it could prove one of the 
most important ever found. 
Mr Walters said yesterday 
that he was not yet ready to 
comment. “It’s too early to say 
anything," he said. 

Swindon is proving a pro¬ 
ductive area for Roman re¬ 
mains. Last month a team of 
archeaologists reported the 
discovery of a Mediterranean- 
style villa south of the town. 
The site, in the valley of the 
Og, has produced a large 
double-handled jar, prohably 
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for holding beer, and the finely 
carved bone handle of a fold¬ 
ing razor. Mr Walters was 
also involved with that find, 
which he described as being 
like “an Italian atrium house 
of the type found at Pompeii". 
□ Another Roman find has 
been made in Kent, where 
pieces of mosaic were uncov¬ 
ered when a field near 
Faversham was ploughed. Dr 
Paul Wilkinson, a part-time 
lecturer at the University of 
Kent, made the find while 
carrying out a survey for the 
local Swale Borough Council. 
He says thar ihe pieces of 
mosaic are of very high quali¬ 
ty, “as good, if not better, than 
any other found in England". 

English Heritage surveyed 
the site before Easter and 
found evidence of ar least one 
building. Dr Wilkinson be¬ 
lieves that ft may have been a 
country mansion owned by an 
important family and built as 
a weekend retreat There are 
examples of these in Italy and 
France, but none .has so far 
been found in Britain. 


Yellow line snares its 
inventor 50 years on 

By Kevin Eason, motoring editor 


TH ERE was sweet revenge for 
Britain’s motorists yesterday 
when George M us grave fell 
victim ta his awn invention — 
the yellow line. 

Mr Musgjrave, who came 
up with the idea 50 years ago 
this month, was fined £20 for 
parking on a yellow line. He 

saw the funny side as he 
explained how he had fallen 
foul of his detested invention. 
“The Jaw is the law and I 
broke it,” he said ar his home 
in Eastbourne. “1 needed to 
carry out an errand for my 
wife, who is disabled, and put 
the car on a single yellow fine, 
which I thought meant 1 could 
stop for unloading. 1 was in 
the shop just five minutes and 
when I got back, the warden 
was walking off up the street. I 
tried to appeal but it was too 
late." 

Mr Musgrave, 81, a former 
missionaiy, first suggested 
yellow lines while he was 
working in Greenwich in 1947. 
The local council ran a compe¬ 


tition to find ways of improv¬ 
ing road safety and he entered 
a selection of ideas, from 
putting railings outside school 
gales to preventing parking 20 
yards either side of a zebra 
crossing — measures which 
are still in use today. 

Painting lines along the 
pavement or road to stop cars 
from parking came to him 
when he was almost knocked 
down crossing the road after 
emerging from between 
parked cars. The council gave 
him a prize of £2 for the idea. 

There were years of debate 
before yellow lines were ac¬ 
cepted by the Government 
and the motoring establish¬ 
ment They were first tried in 
London and in 1956 the streets 
of Slough turned to gold as it 
became the centre for experi¬ 
ment Even in 1968, the Gov¬ 
ernment was still 
implementing legislation try¬ 
ing to decide where yellow 
■lines should be used and whaL 
precisely, they should mean. 
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Mother aged 63 
sets record 
after treatment 
for fertility 


From Quentin Letts 

IN NEW YORK 

A 03-ytar-old Californian who 
lied about her age to get 
fertility treauneni has become 
ihe world’s oldest woman on 
record to have a baby. 

The unidentified ’ mother, 
whose 6 lb 5 oz daughter was 
delivered safely, was 15 
months older when she gave 
birth than Rosanna Della 
Corte, an Italian who was 62 
when she became a mother in 
1994. 

The California birth occ¬ 
urred on November 7. 1996, 
but has only just been dis¬ 
closed in a the medical jour¬ 
nal, Fertility and Sterility. The 
story immediately raised ethi¬ 
cal questions about the maxi¬ 
mum age — now unspecified 
— for patients of fertility 
therapy. 

Few details about the moth¬ 
er, 63 years and nine months 
old. were released, other than 
that she is a Philippine-Ameri- 
can, had a comparatively easy 
pregnancy and breast-fed her 
infant. She suffered high 
blood pressure and gestation¬ 
al diabetes, but nothing that 
bed rest and a good diet could 
notease. 

She was treated by doctors 
from the University of South¬ 
ern California’s Orwellian- 
sounding Programme for 
Assisted Reproduction, from 
whom she kept her true age. 
When she first went to them 
she claimed instead to be 50 — 
like many Filipino women she 
looked young for her age — 
and for three years she man¬ 
aged to maintain the charade. 
"Had she disclosed her actual 
age she would not have quali¬ 
fied for treatment here, since 
the programme uses an arbi¬ 
trary upper age limit of 55,” 
the unrwsrsiiy said. 

Doctors learnt her real age 
only during the first trimester 
of tin: pregnancy. The preg¬ 
nancy was achieved by taking 
a donated egg and using 
sperm from the woman's 60- 



year-old husband. The couple, 
who have been married for 16 
years, were previously 
childless. 

When 62-year-old Signora 
Dell Corte had her baby in 
1994 the Vatican newspaper, 
L'Osservaiotv Romano, con¬ 
demned the birth. It said that 
“ihe means by which her 
desire was realised is in open 
contrast to God’s.plan". 

Yesterday, opinion in the 
American medical world on 
the California birth was divid¬ 
ed as to whether it was right to 
allow such an elderly woman 
to produce. Dr Ronald 
Munson, a medical ethics 
lecturer at foe University of 
Missouri, said that the setting 
of maximum ages by fertility 
clinics was little fnorfe* than 
“age discrimination". 

Dr Stanford Korenman, of 
the University of California 
Los Angeles, asked: “Would 
you rather have a 63-year-old 
mother who is wealthy, or 
would you rather have a 14- 
year-old impoverished girl 
who is a mother?” 

It was pointed out that 
society sees little wrong with 
old men siring offspring — 
Tony Randall, the actor, re¬ 
cently became a father at 77 =— 
and that reactions against the 
California birth may simply 

Continued on page 2, col 5 
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Human rights appeal by bereaved husbands who want same benefits as women 

Widowers’ claim 


for cash equality 
‘may cost £ 490 m’ 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


TWO widowers have lodged 
claims against the Govern¬ 
ment after being denied pay¬ 
ments and allowances 
available only to bereaved 
women. The Treasury says 
that giving equal rights to 
bereaved men could cost 
£4% million a year. 

The Child Poverty Action 
Group, which is helping to 
support one of the cases to the 
European Court of Human 
Rights, says that virtually 
every other nation in wesrern 
Europe treats widowers and 
widows equally. In Britain, 
men are still deemed to be the 
breadwinners. 

The two men both gave up 
full-time work because their 
wives had cancer. Kevin Wil¬ 
lis. 40, from Bristol, has 
launched proceedings after 
.discovering that he is not 
eligible for'some state benefits 
to help raise his two children. 
Christopher Crossland. 38. 
from Wiltshire, who has three 
children, has lodged a claim 
over the refusal of the Inland 
Revenue to award him be¬ 
reavement allowance. 

An estimated 20.000 to 
40,000 widowed fathers who 
could benefit from the various 
allowances if the claims suc¬ 
ceed. The Government say's 


that “equalising" all widows' 
benefits could also include the 
widow's pension. 

Mr Willis's wife Marlene 
had been the family's main 
breadwinner as a local gov¬ 
ernment offficial before her 
illness. He husband, who had 
been repeatedly been made 
redundant, finally had to give 
up his job as a field service 
engineer to nurse her. and 
then to look after their child¬ 
ren. aged 6 and 8. Last 
November, he put in claims 
fur money equal to a lump 
sum “widows payment" 
worth £1,000, and the wid¬ 
owed mother’s allowance. He 
was turned down, but receives 
child benefit. 

His case is backed by the 
Child Poverty Action Group 
and the Campaign for Wid¬ 
owed Fathers' Benefits. The 
European Convention on Hu¬ 
man Rights guarantees the 
right to family life. 

The children suffered a 
grievous loss when they lost 
their mother." said Mr Willis. 
“It seems very unfair that they 
should suffer financially as 
well just because they have 
lost their mother and not their 
father." 

The widowed mother's al¬ 
lowance. a benefit for wid¬ 


owed mothers who have nor 
remarried, is currently worth 
£62.45p a week, with an extra 
fq .00 a week for the eldest 
child and £11.20 a week each 
for other children. This brings 
the total sum Mr Willis says 
he is denied to £83_S5p a week, 
in addition to the £1,000 lump 
sum. He is using up his 
savings to keep the family 
solvent, and cannot have in¬ 
come support because he has 
savings. 

Mr Crassland's claim has 
the backing of Liberty. Mr 
Crossland. 38, gave up his full- 
time job as director of one of 
die Uni parr companies in 1995 
to look after his children when 
his wife, Alexandra, died of 
cancer. The bereavement al¬ 
lowance for the tax year 
1996/97 was £1,790. He was 
told the allowance was avail¬ 
able only to widows "because 
generally speaking, the finan¬ 
cial problems are greater for a 
woman than a man. This is 
because the husband is usual-' 
ly the main breadwinner so 
the loss of his income has 
greater effect" 

Mr Crossland works part- 
time when Ills children — 
Emma, 13. Peter, 10. arid Alice. 
6 — are at school. He said: “1 
find this rule deeply offensive 



Kevin Willis: “It seems unfair that children should suffer because they lose their mother not their father*' 


to woman, because it says 
their economic contribution is 
worthless. It’s a great tnjsutioe 
to the memory of my wife. The 
present policy places a higher 
value on the life of a man. and 
in reality says that in the UK a 
woman's life is worthless." 

Realistically it could take 
five years for the diams to be 
decided. Labour have pledged 
to incorporate the European 
Convention on Human Rights 
into domestic law. which 
would enable British courts 


here to look at such claims. 
The Child Poverty Action 
Group says virtually every 
European country provides 
such benefits equally to wid¬ 
owers and widows. Only Brit¬ 
ain. Switzerland and the 
Czech republic do noL 
CPACs legal officer David 
Thomas said: "Based on re¬ 
cent cases from the Human 
Rights court, we believe we 
have a very strong case. 
However, rather than force 
Kevin to take his case all the 


way to Strasbourg, we would 
like to see whoever is in power 
after the election change the 
rules to reflect the reality of 
modem life." 

The CPAG says that women 
now make up 45 per cent of the 
UK workforce, and that mar¬ 
ried women bring in the 
ivases in nearly a quarter of 
households. Even if Treasury 
estimates of the cost of 
equalisation are accurate, the 
action group argues that the 
figures cannot justify the dis¬ 


crimination. It points out that 
other state benefits exist for 
widowers in financial need, 
such as income support and 
family credit, which cannot 
justify the discrimination be¬ 
tween the sexes. The Cam¬ 
paign for Widowed Fathers’ 
Benefits estimates that if the 
law was changed, about 
20.000 men would be entitled 
to claim, with many more 
eligible for the lump sum 
payment and the separate 
widow's pension. 


Maker of new contraceptive 
admits to 450 pregnancies 


By A Staff Reporter 

THE makers of a new contra¬ 
ceptive device hailed as the 
biggest breakthrough in fam¬ 
ily planning since the 1960s 
admitted fast night that at 
least 450 women have become 
pregnant while using it. 

The Persona, which has the 
backing of the Catholic 
Church, has been bought by 
more than 100,000 women 
since going on safe at Boats 
chemists last October. 

The device works by mea¬ 
suring hormone levels in 


urine to establish when a 
woman is at her most fertile. It 
includes a monitor, which 
displays a green light when it 
is safe to have sex and a red 
one when the user is fertile. 

Unipath, rhe manufactur¬ 
ers, told BBCl's Watchdog 
Heafthcheck programme, that 
it know of at least 450 preg¬ 
nancies and that the company 
has recently reduced its 
claimed success rate for the 
product from 95 to 94 per cent. 

Persona was marketed as 
an alternative to the condom. 
— but family planning statis¬ 


tics give condoms a 98 per cent 
success rate. Or Judy Murty of 
the Marie Slopes Centre in 
Leeds said: “Persona is best 
for people in a stable relation¬ 
ship who want to plan fam¬ 
ilies. If you didn't want to get 
pregnant and if you would 
choose to have an abortion if 
you had an unwanted preg¬ 
nancy. I don’t think Persona is 
the thing to use." 

Leendert Staal, chairman of. 
Uniparh. last night defended 
the device. “No method of 
contraception is 100 per cent 
reliable." he said. 


Woolf urges health dispute reforms 


By Ian Murray 
MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

ENOUGH money to run a large health 
service trust is being spent annually on 
legal costs to deal with negligence claims 
from patients. Lord Woolf, the Master of 
the Rolls, said last night 
Calling for fresh ways to settle claims 
for compensation, he said the present 
system for resolving disputes was not 
designed to meet the needs of health 
carers and their patients but the interests 
of the legal profession. 

Lord Woolf, who last year completed a 
review of ways to streamline litigation, 
said that when his survey ended there 
were 20.000 claims outstanding against 
the NHS. some of them for more than 
El million. Over 90 per cent of the 


litigants were on legal aid. so in the vast 
majority of cases the public purse was 
paying for both sides. 

The situation of those who did not 
qualify for legal, aid was also difficult. 
Equally, health carers were trapped in a 
nightmare situation, with hurtful allega¬ 
tions being made against them even 
though their only aim had been to help 
the patient litigation made ir impossible 
for them to talk to the patient about what 
happened. “The concern is that if there is 
an apology or if even an explanation is 
given, this could be used in evidence 
against them or prejudice their position 
with the medical defence bodies." 

Lord Woolf, giving the spring lecture id 
the United Kingdom Central Council for 
Nursing. Midwifery and Health Visiting, 
said that he was keen to see ways of 


keeping cases out of court. There needed 
to be more use of the health service 
ombudsman and mechanisms to find out 
from the start what die patient wanted. 

“During the course of my inquiry I was 
told by litigants that all they were seeking 
was an explanation or apology, which 
was never forthcoming. All too often ... 
they are forced into litigation because of 
the’ lack of communication by those 
representing the medical profession.” 

Lord Woolf said the whole process 
should be streamlined, with the patient 
notifying the defendant of the grounds of 
his claim at least three months before a 
legal action starts. That would make it 
possible for the health authority to 
investigate the claim and see whether it 
was worth contesting. Openness on all 
sides was essential. 
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Mother’s age is more of a 
problem as child grows up 


THIRTY years ago, doctors 
thought that an ageing wom¬ 
an’s fertility was governed by 
the state of her uterus, as well 
as her ovaries. 

It was assumed that beyond 
a certain age her uterus was 
finished. It was present but old 
and shrivelled; it would be as 
incapable of action in the 
labour ward as an aged Chel¬ 
sea Rsnsioner would be at the 
front 

This earlier generation of 
gynaecologists have been 
proved wrong. The uterus 
springs to life when treated 
with the appropriate hor¬ 
mones — oestrogens only in 
the first half of the month with 
progestogens in the second — 
analogues of those which 
coursed through her body in 



her youth. The correct balance 
of hormones given at the right 
time and in the right strength, 
hormones such as those also 
used in HRT, can so revitalise 
the uterus and its blood supply 
that it is capable of maintain¬ 
ing a 40-week pregnancy even 
if the woman is in her 
seventies. 

Conversely, the quality of a 
woman’s eggs, the ova. deteri¬ 
orate even though she may 
still be ovulating regularly. 
Fertility in a woman m her 


Mother aged 63 


Continued from page I 
be sexist. Scientific advances 
have made it safer for old 
women to become mothers 
and people now tend to live 
longer, healthier lives. To have 
a child around the house 
might help keep pensioners 
young at heart 
Opponents argued that fer¬ 
tility clinicians had a duty to 
consider the future of the 
child. Dr Abraham Munabi, 
an infertility specialist from 
Pennsylvania, said: “At our 
clinic we have a maximum 
entry age of 52, which is the 
average age for the onset of 
menopause. Women must 
leave the programme when 
they reach 55. Let’s be realistic 
we do not want children to 


grow up orphans.” Dr 
Munabi said that he turns 
away two couples a month 
from his clinic for age reasons. 
Would-be patients often lie 
about their age, and the clinic 
mates discreet checks. In the 
California case, the mother 
reportedly provided docu¬ 
ments which assured doctors 
that she was in her 50s. 

If the California couple are 
prosperous, they stand a 
chance of becoming even 
richer. Lucrative offers were 
last night being touted by 
media organisations keen to 
have their exclusive story. But 
for the moment, it seemed, the 
couple are happy to settle for 
the bounty of parenthood and 
the jays of the soiled nappy. 


mid to late thirties begins to 
fail not because of her uterus, 
but because the ova are past 
their best. There is as yet no 
way of improving the quality 
of ova. 

When Sam Abdalla, a con¬ 
sultant at the fertility clinic at 
the Lister Hospital, London, 
was told that a 63-year-old 
American woman had had a 
baby, he replied: “Oh my God. 
This is no advance, no break¬ 
through. for ihere is no techni¬ 
cal difference between prep¬ 
aring a woman's uterus for an 
embryo whether she is 40, 50, 
60, 70 or even presumably 80. 

“As obstetricians we do not 
only have a duty, but also a 
legal responsibility, to look 
after the child’s interests. Doc¬ 
tors have to consider what it 
would be like for a child still in 
its early teens to have to look 
after a mother who might well 
already be physically or men¬ 
tally disabled. There is also of 
course a distinct possibility 
that they might have been 
orphaned by this age.” 

At the Lister hospital. 50 is 
the cut-off age for fertility 
treatment, after which any 
attempt to secure a pregnancy 
would be considered only in 
the most exceptional of cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 
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New rule 
means 25 
weddings 
invalid 

At least 25 couples who mar¬ 
ried in the Irish Republic wifl 
have to go through the cere-' 
monies again because they 
failed to abide by a new three- 
month notification rule (Au¬ 
drey Magee writes). 

They were supposed to reg¬ 
ister their intention to many 
at least three months before 
the ceremony. However, bu¬ 
reaucracy and the oew rules 
got the better of them and they 
ignored the legislation or 
completed forms with the 
wrong registrars. 

The Government has 
decleared their marriages 
invalid. The only way they 
can ensure that they are 
legally wed is by going 
through the ceremony again. 

The couples have fallen 
foul of the 1995 Family Law 
Act which compels couples to 
notify the local registrar hi 
writing of their intention to 
marry. Previously, a couple 
had to notify only the parish, 
priest 

Couples are exempt for the 
three-month ruling only if a 
judge grants them a special 
dispensation. Eithne FitzGer¬ 
ald, a junior minister, said 
considerable steps had been 
taken to inform the public of 
the changes. “The couples 
walked into the situation with 
their eyes open." she said. 

Police on guard 
against hooligans 

A nationwide police operation 
is under way to stop football 
hooligans rampaging across 
Europe when England com¬ 
petes in World Cup and 
friendly matches this sum¬ 
mer. Officers fear hooligans 
will strike in Germany. Po¬ 
land and France when Eng¬ 
land plays four matches in 11 
days. A source said hooligans 
could be planning a series of 
battles when England play 
’ Poland in Katowice on May 
31. From June 3 England take 
part in a four-nation competi¬ 
tion in France against France, 
Italy and Brazil. 

Violent prisoner 
sues, for assault 

A high-risk prisoner who 
admits he is “very violent” 
and is serving four life sen¬ 
tences is suing the Home 
Office for damages after com¬ 
plaining of rough treatment 
by warders. Anthony Steele, 
31, who has tried to murder 
two inmates and assaulted 
prison officers, said that he 
had been left “hurting ail 
over. I accept that 1 have been 
very, very violent, but that 
doesn’t give them the right to 
do what they did to me." he 
told fhe Mayors and City of 
London County Court The 
case continues. 

School raffles 
car for teacher 

A school is to raffle a car so it 
can replace a teacher lost 
because of budget cuts. Gov¬ 
ernors at Kirk burton Church 
of England first school, near 
Huddersfield in west York¬ 
shire. hope to raise £20,000 
and restore the staff to four 
for the 105 pupils. The cut 
imposed last year by Kirklees 
council meant that Kirkbur- 
ton’s four classes of 25 pupils 
were reduced to three of 35. 
Joyce Worsfold. the headmis¬ 
tress, said: “Hiere is no point 
in blaming the Government, 
because that does not help the 
children." 

IRA fugitive held 
after 14 years 

A convicted IRA bomber who 
escaped from the Maze prison 
14 years ago was arrested 
yesterday at his home in the 
Irish Republic, where he had 
been living in full view of the 
law. Dermot Joseph McNally, 
one of Britain’s most wanted 
terrorists, was arrested in 
Sligo by the Irish police 
following a request from the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, 
who wish to extradite him. 
McNally had been serving 
three, life sentences for bomb¬ 
ing in Northern when be 
escaped with 37 other prison¬ 
ers during amass breakout. 


Stamp of approval for royal display 

BY Rohpm Vniiwr. travelled from Ynrfcchir* for tha -t. , _ 


By Robin Young 

AVID stamp collectors might be forgiven 
for being resentful that the Queen has the 
finest stamp collection In the world, 
without apparently ever having licked a 
stamp mount once in her adult life. 

If they do feel aggrieved, they were not 
showing it yesterday at the Stamp *97 
Exhibition at Wembley where some of die 
Queen's prize specimens were an display 
for the first time. 

“The royal interest in stamp collecting 
has done wonders for the whole busi¬ 
ness," said Raglan, Thwaites. who had 


travelled from Yorkshire for die show. 
“When did you ever hear of a royal train 
spotter?" 

The Queen'S loan of ten panels for the 
exhibition excited great interest Her 
display included two extremely rare 
Benny Blacks, some of Che earliest 
experiments in postmarking, and the 
artists’ proofs and essays for the Corona¬ 
tion and Silver Jubilee stamp sets. 

• Peter Jennings of the Royal Philatelic 
Society said: “The Queen’s collection is 
the finest anywhere. This is a rare 
opportunity to see something that nor¬ 
mally collectors and the public would 


never have access to." The royal collection 
began with Alfred. Duke of Edinburgh, 
me second son of Queen Victoria. When 
financially embarrassed, he sold it to his 
elder brother fhe prince of Wales, the 
future Edward VII. Edward added exam¬ 
ples from all the colonies, dependent 
territories and later dominions which fell 
under his aegis. The collecting was 
continued by George V and filled 325 red 
albums when it was passed on to the 
Queen'S father. George VI, also a keen 
philatelist 

Leading article, page 23 
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£175,000 for fashion designer after gas fire leak destroyed career 



McRae: Joss of memory 


By Frances Gibb 

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

A FASHION designer who was 
forced id give up his career after 
suffering carbon monoxide poison¬ 
ing from his council flat gas fire 
over several years has received 
£175.000 damages. 

Allan McRae. 46, a council tenant 
with the London Borough of Cam¬ 
den. discovered in 1993 that his gas 
fire was defective after experiencing 
loss of memory and lack of concen¬ 
tration. He lodged a daim far 
compensation in which his lawyers 
said the fire had never been 


serviced or inspected and that the 
north London council, as landlord, 
had failed in its contractual and 
statutory duty to repair and take 
reasonable care to see the tenant 
was safe from personal injury 
caused by defects on the premises. 

Mr McRae's medical experts 
concluded that he had been ex¬ 
posed to toxic fumes causing mod¬ 
erate brain damage dial led to kiss 
of concentration and memory and 
loss of organisational ability, which 
reduced his capacity to work. 
Earlier this month the council 
offered to settle his claim for 
£175.000 and the trial was ad¬ 


journed until yesterday to allow 
lime for its approval by the relevant 
council committees. 

Mr McCrae's solicitor. Gisele 
Bakkenist from Leigh Day, said: “I 
am delighted that he has at least 
obtained justice. There is little 
doubt m my mind and that of pur 
experts that Mr McCrae would 
have been awarded substantial 
damages by the trial judge." 

She said that all landlords, 
whether private or public authori¬ 
ties, now had to ensure the safety of 
gas installations by conducting 
annua! safety cheeks and mainte¬ 
nance, “1 hope this case will be a 


warning that, if the safety of tenants 
from this poisonous gas is not 
ensured, landlords wiU be held 
accountable.’' 

Mr McCrae had a successful 
career in fashion design and had 
worked for well-known boutiques 
and designers, indudingThe House 
of Norman Hartnell and had set 
up his own studio. As his health 
deteriorated he turned to teaching 
design but that also became loo 
difficult for him. 

Stephanie Trotter, president of 
CO Gas Safety, a registered charity, 
said: “Carbon monoride is a hidden 
poison. We counted from press 


cuttings 65 deaths and 403 near 
misses from September 1995 to 
August 1996. We are delighted with 

this result and hope others will take 

courage to fight their cases because 
this will encourage the authorities 
to improve standards." 

Cl The Royal College of Nursing 
has won a record £380.000 in 
damages for a 35-y ear-old nurse 
who will never be able to work 
again after injuring her back. 

The nurse, who does not want 
her identity disclosed, fractured 
her spine in 1990 in a work accident 
caused by a failure to maintain safe 
premises. She is in constant pain. 


unable to work for more than 10 
minutes at a time or drive for half 
an hour. Her National Health 
Service employer has agree to pay 
£380.000 in an out-of-court settle¬ 
ment. the highest sum the college 
has won for a back-injured nurse. 

Patrick Blundy, legal adviser to 
the college, said: "No amount of 
money can compensate this muse 
for the fact that she is now unable to 
practise her chosen profession. 
There is a dear message here for 
employers take care of your staff 
and ensure that your premises arc 
safe to work in or you will pay the 
price." 


1 called them in for the match,’ says mother. ‘They moved and the ground disappeared' 


Soccer saves 
children as 
garden falls 
into crater 


JOMNGUS 


By Paul Wilkinson 


TWO children escaped death 
by minutes when a IOOft-deep 
hole opened up in the garden 
of their home. 

Ten-year-old Charlotte 
Britton and her brother 
Charles, eight, had just 
cleared away their buckets 
and spades from a sandpit 
when the ground slipped into 
a water-filled hole. 

As their mother Jane. 31, 
called them into the semi¬ 
detached house in Ripon, 
North Yorkshire, to watch 
Manchester United play 
Boruxsia Dortmund in the 



Jane Britton: given two 
■ minutes to free house . 


European Cup on Wednesday 
night, the garden fell away 
from under them. "I went out 
to cal! them in and the ground 
started to move under me," 
she said. "I just shouted to the 
children. They moved and the 
ground just disappeared. 

"There was a roar and a 
hole 70ft across and 100ft deep 
appeared just yards m front of 
us. If 1 had not been there to 
get my children they would 
have been dead now. Thank¬ 
fully Charlie is a Manchester 
United fan and he had told me 
to call him when the match 
started.” 

A few hours later the fam¬ 
ily's double garage fell into the 
hole. "1 called the emergency 
services and we were given 
just two minutes to find some 
clothes and get out of the 
house." Mrs Britton said. Oth¬ 
er families in the street were 
also told to move out 

"I have been told ft is unsafe 
and 1 cant go back in.” she 
said. “The experts that have 
been here say the whole house 
is likely to collapse." 

John Kirkman, Harrogate 
District Council's chief build¬ 
ing control officer, said: 
“People have been instructed 



The remains of the garage hanging over the hole that suddenly opened up in the front garden of Jane Britton’s home in North Yorkshire 


to move out of their homes in 
the Interests of their own 
safety. We are monitoring the 
situation and until insurance 
engineers and independent 
engineers can assess the level 
of danger they cannot move 
back in." 

The collapse is thought to 
have been caused by a geologi¬ 
cal fault in the area, possibly 


caused by mining for gypsum. 
Mrs Britton said that holes 
had appeared in the garden 
before and that she was in 
dispute with insurers over 
responsibility for the damage. 
The matter was due to go 
before the High Court in four 
weeks. 

Now Mrs Britton and her 
partner. Eddie Newcombe, a 


butcher, fear they will m)t be 
able to move back in. “I don't 
even know if the house will 
still be here when the case 
starts. I have always been 
afraid that something like this 
might happen. When 1 am in 
the house, every little sound 
sets me on edge and I start 
fearing the worst” 

North Yorkshire Police said: 


“It'S a miracle the children 
were not killed when the hole 
opened up. Nearby houses 
were evacuated because there 
were fears that at least two 
properties were in danger of 
disappearing." 

The subsidence problem 
began two -years after Mrs 
Britton bought the three-bed¬ 
room house on the outskirts of 


Ripon. Within weeks, part of 
the land in front of the house 
had collapsed, leaving a hole 
20ft deep and 10ft wide. 

Since that first collapse, the 
ground has opened five more 
times and the hole has been 
filled with hardcore. Insurers 
have refused to pay for dam¬ 
age to the house, claiming it to 
be a natural disaster. 


Murderer 
of twins 
gets life 
sentences 

By Stewart Tendler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

A VIOLENT alcoholic was 
given two life sentences yester¬ 
day for beating identical twins 
to death during a drinking 
session and dumping their 
bodies in a canal. 

David Dillon’s victims. 
Christopher and Anthony 
Langfora. 3S. had slipped 
from a comfortable middle- 
class life in B ram ham. Bed¬ 
fordshire. to became violent 
beggars in north London. 
Dillon bludgeoned them ro 
death in an apparently mo¬ 
tiveless arrack and wheeled 
their bodies hidden in a blan¬ 
ket and carpet through the 
streets in a shopping trolley to 
Regent’s Canal. 

Yesterday at rhe Old Bailey 
Judge Grigson told DQlon. 38, 
he was a danger to the public. 
He had acted with "cool 
intelligence * after the mur¬ 
ders to conceal any traces and 
still remained silent about the 
motives for the killings. 

Dillon, an unemployed dec¬ 
orator and originally from Co 
Cork, had denied murdering 
the brothers between Febru¬ 
ary and April last year. 

Anthony was training as a 
solicitor and Christopher 
worked as a landscape gar¬ 
dener before they dropped out 
in 1991 and began begging on 
the streets, where they met 
DilJon.Their father. Jeff, a 
retired schoolteacher, and 
stepmother, Elizabeth, cannot 
explain what happened. One 
due may lie with their real 
mother Patricia, whose mar¬ 
riage broke up. and who also 
was a chronic alcoholic. 


Dartmoor 
woman 
is found 
murdered 

By A Staff Reporter 

A WOMAN was found mur¬ 
dered at her thatched cottage 
on Dartmoor yesterday. 

Police did not immediately 
confirm her identity, bur she is 
believed to be Susan Faux. 47, 
who lived at Hexworthy with 
her husband. William, a 
builder, and grown-up daugh¬ 
ter. Carrie. The woman, wno 
had head injuries, was found 
by her daughter at the cottage, 
called Thimble Hall. 

Police, who set up an inci¬ 
dent room at Newton Abbot, 
made house-to-house inqui¬ 
ries in the village, which is 
four miles from Dartmoor 
prison. A police helicopter was 
called to the scene. The mur¬ 
der inquiry is being led by the 
deputy head of Devon and 
Cornwall CID, Detective 
Superintendent John Smith. 

Neighbours said they had 
heard and seen nothing suspi¬ 
cious and did not realise there 
was anything wrong until 
police flooded into the village. 

One friend of the family, 
who asked not to be named, 
said: “We do not know what is 
going on. All we have seen is a 
lot of blue flashing lights. 

"It is a lovely house on the 
edge of the village but its name 

gives a slightly grand impres¬ 
sion. It is not like a baronial 
hall or a stately home but it is 
a very nice large thatched 
cottage. It would be a real 
shock for everyone who knows 
her if anything has happened 
to Susan.” 


Neighbours grab 
driver who killed 
girl on pavement 


By Richard Duce 


WITNESSES to the death of a 
nine-year-old girl "arrested" 
the driver of a stolen car after 
it hit the child as she played on 
the pavement 

They said the 16-year-old 
youth staggered from the car 
clutching a can of dder after 
the Vauxhali Nova knocked 
down and killed Teleri West 
and seriously injured Sean 
Rogers. 14. her friend and 
neighbour, outside their 
tones in the Cardiff suburb of 
Morganstown. 

The girl's mother, Helen 
West 32, is four months 
pregnant Christopher Lund- 
regan, 26, Teleri*s stepfather, 
said yesterday “She used to 
play on the pavement in front 
of die house all the time. Her 
mother and 1 heard a loud 
bang at about nine o’clock last 
night and ran out. We saw 
Teleri lying face down in the 
road. 

“The joyrider was standing 
there with a can of dder in his 
hand and another one hang¬ 
ing out of his pocket Some of 
our neighbours were holding 
onto him in case he tried ro get 
away. The ambulance arrived, 
but it was too late." 

Nicola Davies, a neighbour, 
said:“She was a beautiful little 
girl and always seemed very 
happy. The whole neighbour¬ 
hood is devastated.” 

Arwel Williams, the head¬ 
master of Terleri's Welsh lan¬ 
guage school, said: “We are in 
a state of shock like everyone 


else. We have told Teleri’s 
class as tenderly as possible 
and a few of her dose friends 
are very upset. She was a 
lovely, happy girl who had a 
lot of gtwd friends in the 
school." 

Sean Rogers was said last 
night said to be a satisfactory 
condition at Cardiff Royal 
Infirmiary with leg and hip 
injuries. 

Superintendent Mike Pert, 
head of South Wales Police 
traffic division, said: “This is a 
dreadful tragedy and we 
would like to express our 
sympathy to the parents." The 
car had been stolen from 
Cardiff city centre earlier in 
the day. The driver had later 
failed a breath test 

Last night, a 16-year-old was 
being held for questioning 
about Teleri’s death. 



Teleri West was playing 
when the car hit her 


Inquest told 
blaze hero 
‘got a buzz’ 
out of fires 

By Russell Jenkins 

A MAN who was hailed a 
hero for saving his four child¬ 
ren from a blaze in which his 
wife died was described at an 
inquest yesterday as a compul¬ 
sive liar obsessed by fire. 

Patrick Holt. 40, had wept 
as he denied that he deliber¬ 
ately started the fire that killed 
his wife Susan. 37. He was 
accused by a lawyer acting for 
Derbyshire police of being an 
attention-seeker who got a 
“buzz" out or starting fires. 
His brother and sister said 
Mr Holt was a compulsive liar 
who wanted to “play the hero" 
by saving his family 
John Pollard, the Coroner, 
sitting in Stockport, recorded 
an open verdict. He said: "If 
beggars belief that this was 
anything other than a deliber¬ 
ate fire." 

At one stage yesterday, he 
told Mr Holt to spend a 45- 
minute adjournment thinking 
carefully about the truth. “You 
have a lot of problems," he 
said. "You would not want to 
add penury to those problems." 

The fire last October was the 
third in eight months at the 
Holts’ home in Glossop, Der¬ 
byshire. Mrs Holt’s sisters 
said that three months before 
her death she had asked the 
council to rehouse her because 
she feared that her husband 
was going to set the 
housealiglit. Jacqueline King. 
Mr Holt's first wife, described 
how she escaped a fire in their 
home 20 years ago. 


Enigmatic variation sounds out Elgar 

. . . . .-i inn m cn>m ctrAiuiP hut mrafe havp hppn 



By Tim Jones 

MUSIC-LOVERS attending this 
Malvern Elgar Festival will lw ableto 
enjoy the chamber music of Schubert 
Beethoven and Brahms - but 


orchestras. Elgar really needs 100 to 80 
pieces to do him justice. 

“Acoustically, it would be a dog’s 
dinner. He is far too great a composer 
and we are not willing to reduce him to 
tokenism." Instead they would be using 


Beethoven and prahms ** ft ,hc festival to mark the 200th anniversary 
IwjseMOife writs of composer after of sd)llbert ^ & ifloih 

whom it is named. , anniversary of the death of Brahms. 

Malvern’s Wm^Carde^!h«»tresmd EIgar - s works will not fea- 

haU comply'S being J5 ^ smaller ture in the festival which begins in May. 
festival is to be heWm his name will appear on promotional 

Priory etmrrfr Thejuttf^ dnecimj ^ ^ 

William Boughn»irSto»- n v , he t0 orate an identity for the festival 

doing any Elgar l ^^ t ??p r : or y y Bn d and ft would be meaningless dropping 
music doesn't sit to the J** . the name Forone year- Admittedly, it does 

forced to use 30 or 


we are 


seem strange, but events have been 
rather out of our control. I am sure 
people will enjoy the festival.” 

John Harcup, of (he Elgar Society, 
said: "1 don't see how one can have an El¬ 
gar festival without Elgar. It is incredible. 

“I can understand why Elgar’s most 
famous works would be unsuitable for 
the Prioiy but lesser-known pieces 
should be performed. He made his name 
here and we should be honouring him. 
They have missed an ideal opportunity to 
stage lesser-known works which would 
have proved very interesting.” 

Sir Edward Elgar (1857-1934) Jived for 
many years in Malvern and died there. 
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The new Armada 1500 range from Compaq - 
highly featured all-in-one notebooks at 
notably low prices. Apart from core features 
like a fast Intel Pentium* processor and 
16 MB RAM, these notebooks (including 
the Armada 1510) boast a wealth of fully 
integrated extras sucb as an AC adaptor. The 




Armada 1520D even incorporates 
a 10 speed CD-ROM. Quite simply 
you get everything you need in one 
package at a cracking little price. 

For your brochure pack please phone: 

099050 0020 


Prut, quoted ireTipfcal Buying Price*. PhmcgrajA Arimd* JisOT. Pncc tjomeJ retaiio Armada 1510. Tbe Intel Inside logo and Pentium ore regWercd tradcnurki of hlel Corporation, 
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MORE TRADE 
LESS INTERFERENCE. 

This is the way ahead for Britain 
as a part of a free Europe. 

Europe-Yf^^Trade - Y 
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Canary Wharf neighbours lose interference case 

Viewers have no right to 
watch TV, say law lords 


ByalexandraFreax ■ 
MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

Watching television is not 
a fundamental right, the 
House of Lords has ruled. 
Residents living near Britain’s 
tallest office block have been 
barred from seeking damages 
for having their picture recep¬ 
tion ruined. 

The 750 residents, led by a 
Roman Catholic nun and com¬ 
munity worker, had com¬ 
plained about more than two 
years of in terference caused by 
the 790ft Cana# WharfTower 
in London’s Docklands. Yes¬ 
terday Sister Christine Frost 
was critical of the ruling that 
missing television did not 
count as a nuisance m legal 
terms. 

“Television is now almost as 
important a part of daily life 
as electricity, gas and water 
supplies, and people have a 
fundamental right to receive - 
it." she said. 

“We brought this case not 
just for us, but so that other 
people wouldn’t be trampled 
on and ireared as if they had 
no rights by big conglomer¬ 
ates. This is sad result for the 
little people, for those who 
don’t have money or a big 
voice.” 

One of the complainants 
was Rose Humphries, 72, a 
widow who is recovering from 
breast cancer. She said: “I 
spend a lot of time at home on 
my own watching television. 
For two years when we had 



Canary Wharf Tower: east end ers could not watch 
EostEnders when the building blocked TV signals 


the interference, 1 would have 
a picture and then suddenly it 
would disappear. 

“i like the soaps, especially 
EostEnders, even though it is 
not really like life in the East 
End. When the picture went. 1 
had to keep telephoning my 
daughter to find out what 
happened next" 

In a unanimous judgment 
by five law lords. Lord Goff of 
Chieveley conceded that tele¬ 
vision “must provide a great 
distraction and relief from the 
circumscribed nature of the 
lives” of aged, lonely and 
bedridden people. However, 
that the deprivation of tele¬ 


vision pictures did not consti¬ 
tute a nuisance. 

“The mere fact that a build¬ 
ing on the defendant’s land 
gets in the way and so pre¬ 
vents something from reach¬ 
ing the plaintiffs land is 
generally speaking not 
enough for this purpose,” he 
said. 

Lord Hope of Craighead 
said that, because television 
and radio signals were invisi¬ 
ble, it would be Impossible for 
developers to know of their 
existence before putting up a 
building. 

The Canary Wharf Tower 
reflects about SO per cent of 


television signals — as op¬ 
posed to 5 per cent by most 
buildings — because of its flat 
stainless steel cladding and 
metalised windows. The tele¬ 
vision reception for many local 
residents was disrupted from 
1989 until the installation of a 
new transmitter in 1992. 

The residents* case was 
funded by Legal Aid. and costs 
ran into hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of pounds. Sally Moore, 
a solicitor with Leigh Day 
representing the residents, 
said she thought that her 
clients would Teel that the 
justice system had let them 
down: “The ruling is basically 
equating the right to receive 3 
television signal with the right 
to have a view or light through 
your window. It gives no more 
protected than that 

“What it Is saying is that, if 
your television signals are 
fine, and then somebody 
comes and puts a great big 
building in front of the sig¬ 
nals. then don't look to The law 
to protect you.” 

A spokeswoman for Canary 
Wharf limited welcomed the 
ruling. She said: “As a devel¬ 
oper. we well recognise the 
responsibilities to the local 
community, and when we 
became aware of the problem 
with television reception we 
were instrumental in arrang¬ 
ing with the London Doric- ! 
lands Development Corp- j 
oration and the BBC for a , 
repeater transmitter to be 
installed.” . I 


Addicts are urged to kick the habit 


By Alexandra Frean, media correspondent 


TELEVISION viewers were urged yester¬ 
day to store their sets in the coldest and 
most uncomfortable room in their homes 
at the start of Turn Off TV Week. 

The campaign by the pressure group. 
While Dot aims to help television addicts 
to quit their habit for a .week and 
encourage them to devote leisure time to 
more creative activities. David Burke, its 
founder, said the hours spent by most 
people in front of the box was eroding the 
quality of family life and undermining 
society. “A lot of people say, ‘I watch a 
little bit of television, but wily the good 
. things.* Well, it’s been shown that Britons 
waft* an average of 3h hours a day, so 
either somebody’s watching an awful lot, 
or people are lying." 

A week without television would break. 


the habit of a lifetime and help people to 
rebuild their lives, he added. Only one in 
100 British homes manages without a 
television set. He advised viewers to 
make a list of all the hobbies that would 
interest them and to take them up. “Then 
you can become the person you tel) 
everyone you are." 

A similar campaign in the United 
. States met with limited success: only 
about three million people and 25,000 
schools participated in a week-long 
“strike” by viewers. 

The television industry dismissed the 
Campaign yesterday as a gimmick, point¬ 
ing out that Virginia Bottomley. the 
Heritage Secretary, had argued powerful¬ 
ly in favour of television as a force for 
good. In 1995 she told the Royal Television 


Society'S biennial conference in Cam¬ 
bridge that television provided a vital 
“window on the world" to viewers by 
informing them of important social 
issues. 

John Woodward, the chief executive of 
tiie Producers’ Alliance for Cinema and 
Television, which represents programme- 
makers, said tiie campaign was “absolute 
nonsense. Television is the most impor¬ 
tant force for education and communica¬ 
tion in Western civilisation- There may be 
rate of two countries where it could do 
some good not to watch television for a 
week, but the UK is not one of them 
because tiie quality of our programming 
is so high." 

Radio and tdevisum, pages 50,51 
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I Writing 
songs is 
therapy to 
me, says 
Sir Paul 


Alwyn Philips: “I didn’t say I was married. It didn’t come up in conversation” 

New love from dating agency 
ended with a brief encounter 


By Adrian lee 

A WOMAN decided on a 
swift revenge when she dis¬ 
covered that the new love sbe 
met through a dating agency 
was already married. Marga¬ 
ret Ruddlesden reached for 
her sewing kit and a pair of 
his underpants. 

Ms Ruddlesden, 47, an 
occupational therapist then 
confronted Alwyn Philips's 
wife, handing her the under¬ 
pants on which she had sewn 
(he words: “Lying bastard”. 
Her next visit was to her 
solicitors, to seek advice on 
suing die agency. Close En¬ 
counters (of foe Best Kind). 

Ms Riiddlesden, of Shire- 
hampton, Bristol maintains 
that it assured her Mr Philips 
was divorced. The agency 
says it told her the Philipses 
were merely estranged. 

She said: “I joined ,the 
agency to find love and I 
ended up having my heart 
broken. 1 was interviewed in 
great depth by the agency 



Margaret Ruddlesden: 

she wants to sue agency ■ 

and I presumed the same 
thing happened with other 
members." 

The two dated for three 
weeks. Mr Philips, also 47, 
sent her red roses. By her own 
admission, she was smitten. 
His double life emerged -when 
she discovered his adraress 
from driving documents. 

Yesterday Mr Philips, who 
has two children, was unre¬ 


pentant Speaking from his 
home in winterbourne; Bris¬ 
tol, tiie frozen-food worker 
said: “I don't feel as if I have 
tied to anyone. 1 didn't tell 
Margaret 1 was still married 
as it didn't come up in the 
conversation. 

“My wife and 1 are leading 
separate fives. We had agreed 
on a divorce long before I 
joined the dating agency, t 
joined to meet someone new' 
and rebuild my life, but tiie 
relationship with Margaret 
was not working so I told her 
to cool it She couldn't accept 
it and started causing trouble: 
My estranged wife was indif¬ 
ferent when Margaret hand¬ 
ed her tiie pants.” 

Tim Holmes, who founded 
Close Encounters, said the 
agency would consider re¬ 
funding Ms Ruddlesden's 
£417 joining fee as a goodwill 
gesture. He added: “We try to 
take every possible precau¬ 
tion. Mr Philips told us he 
was separated from his wife 
and we took his word for it” 


By A Staff Reporter 

MUSIC gave Sir Paul 
McCartney the strength to 
cope with the trauma of his 
wife’s Alness, he said. It was a 
form of therapy that stopped 
him “going round the bend" 
while Lady McCartney under¬ 
went treatment in her fight 
against breast cancer. 

In an interview in The 
Times today, he says: “Music 
has always been a consolation 
for me. When you get tiie 
teenage blues, the great reme¬ 
dy is to write a song. I wrote 
Ebony and Ivory alter a little 
marital tiff with Linda. It was 
tike ’Why can’t we get it 
together — our piano can.’ 

“If you asked a lot of 
songwriters, you'd find that 
whar happens is that they 
have a bad day so they skulk 
off to hide from everyone. 
Instead of lying on a psychia¬ 
trist’s couch they talk to them¬ 
selves in a song. I do that all 
the time. 

“Linda’s not been well the 
past year or so. although she’s 
doing very well now. It's very 
difficult when you get that 
kind of situation in your life. 
I’m sensitive enough not to 
repress it all the time, and thar 
helps you to deal with it" 

His latest album. Flaming 
Pie. to be released an May 12. 
Is streaked with melancholy. It 
features Little Willow, -which 
was written after Maureen 
Starkey, Ringo Starr's first 
wife, died of cancer. “The 
morning I heard the news I 
couldn't think of anything 
rise, so I wrote this in the hope 
that ( could somehow convey 
how much I thought of her. It’s 
certainly heartfelt.” 

He says half of his songs are 
personal and the other half are 
flippant throwaways, such as 
Yellow Submarine. “Some of 
titan are very much me doing 
therapy with myself and half 
of them I’m just writing about 
Desmond and Molly. 

“I’m sure a psychiatrist 
would look at it and find that 
Desmond and Molly are just 
both halves of my alter-ego or 
something. The troth about it 
is that I don’t think about it 
I’ve always seen tiie whole 
song-writing process as being 
magical” 

Interview, page 37 


ADVERTISEMENT 

A PERSONAL LETTER FROM PAUL SYKES 
Dear Reader 

There has been much media discussion over the number of Conservative candidates who have 
confirmed to their local electorate, in their personal manifestos, that they would not vote in 
favour of a European single currency. 

Before the election was called and before candidates went out canvassing for support, aooat 
knew the o v erwhelming opposition on the doorstep to a single currency. Many of the 
candidates had already ruled out a single currency, but of course many more are now 
responding jo whar the electorate wants to hear - Conservatives do not want to abolish the 
pound. Conservatives do not want a single economy for the whole of Europe run from a 
European Central Rank- Conservatives do not want their interest rates and mortgage rates 
decided in Frankfurt. Conservatives do not want to give up our gold and dollar reserves, they 
know that a single currency is the major irreversible step to building a Federal Europe. 

There is no half way house. A single currency means ultimately a single country To achieve a 
singl e currency without ultimately having a single country would be a sfidifilS - there is no 
such rhing - The people of Britain in ever increasing numbers are becoming aware of this, that is 
why they want us to say no to a single currency now - They do not want to wait two or three 
years for a woolly worded referendum from either of the main political parties. 

What the people of Britain want to see is more trade with our European partners', they know 
chat It Is trade that creates peace and prosperity among nations, not politics. 

I liken Chancellor Kohl to a train driver. All the time the ultimate destination of the train is a 
Federal Europe,but the driver slows down fear the odd bend and while the passengers talk about 
business, trade and jobs, the train speeds up again and continues onwards towards its 
destination. As Chancellor Kohl himself put it, “in two years time, the process of integration will 
be irreversible’’. This is despite the fact that many surveys in Germany have shown chat over 
90% of its people do not want to scrap the Deutschmark and show how his political ambitions 
take precedence over the wishes of even his own nation. 

Voters at this election are receiving promises from all the major parties on tax matters, legal 
reforms and other, changes which affect their daily lives. If we do not rule out a single 
currency now and the federal agenda is achieved, ail these discussions and promises will be 
irrelevant. These decisions would all be taken by the Federal Government of Europe. 

There is now an overwhelming majority of candidates in Conservative held seats who have 
committed themselves to opposing a single currency. The electorate now know that if a 
Conservative Government is re-elected, then because of the free vote given by John Major, 
single .currency proposals would not be endorsed by the House of Commons. 

Voters now have a dear choice. Vote Conservative for Britain to remain a free and 
independent trading nation. Vote Labour for the adoption of single currency proposals, the 
Social Chapter, and further surrender of political and economic control over our country’s 

affairs. 

Now that the rail facts about our relationship with Europe are starting to emerge, tiie voice of 
Britain is at long last beginning to be heard. I love my country and its enduring democracy and 
will fight all the way to retain its sovereignty intact. 


Yours 














6 HOME NEWS 


THE TIMES FRIDAY APRIL 251997 


Big salaries are 
price of success 
for top charities 


By Ian Murray 


CHARITIES are paying huge 
salaries to executives recruited 
to run them as successful 
businesses, according to a 
survey of the top 3,000 
voluntary organisations in 
Britain. 

Geoff Armstrong, the high¬ 
est paid among them, received 
£ 192.000 last year, excluding 
pensions contributions, as di¬ 
rector-general of the Institute 
of Personnel and Develop- 
menL Thirteen other charities 
paid their tap executive more 
than £100.000 a year, and the 
average salary of directors of 
the top 100 charities was 
£75.000. 

Generally, the bigger the 
charily, rhe more its directors 
are paid. However. Mr Arm¬ 
strong's organisation, which 
describes itself as “the leading 
professional body specialising 
in advancing the management 
and development of people", is 
195th by income and 229th in 
expenditure. It has a staff of 
133 and its funds of EIO million 
are the 435th largest of any 
registered charity. 

The 17 charities with direc¬ 
tors earning at least £75,000 
include Barnando's, the Brit¬ 
ish Red Cross. Cancer Re¬ 
search. the Nariunal Society 
for Prevention uf Cruelty to 
Children and the Royal Soci¬ 
ety’ for the Protection of Birds. 
The 14 charities with directors 
on £65,000 include Help the 
Aged and Save the Children. 


Eleven paying £55.000 indude 
Marie Curie Cancer Care and 
The Children's Society. 

However, others that paid 
£75.000 indude the Birming¬ 
ham Royal Institution for the 
Blind, ranked 356th for in¬ 
come, The Leadership Trust, 
937th for income, and the 
National Coundl for Volun¬ 
tary Organisations. 

"Trustees have to ask them¬ 
selves whether there are genu¬ 
ine reasons for this.” Andrew 
Hind, honorary treasurer of 
UnicePs UK committee. writes 
in the annual Top 3JOOO Char- 


TOP io EARNERS- 


1 Institute of Personnel and Dev¬ 
elopment Geoff Armstrong, eflr-gen 

£192,000 

2 Industrial Society. Tony Morgan, 
chief exec £133,000 

3 Wellcome Trust Dr Bridget 
Ogilvie, director £125,000 

4 Royal Opera House Covert 
Garden - . Sir Jeremy Isaacs, gen 
director (retired) £120,790 

5 CIPFA: David Adams, director 
£115,000 

G Leeds Castle Foundation: Gra¬ 
ham Jackson, MD £115,000 

7 London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine: Harrison Spen¬ 
cer, chief exec £ 11 5,000 

8 Monteverdi Choir and Orchestra: 
Paul Hughes, gen mangr £112J394 

9 Institute of Management Founda¬ 
tion: Roger Young, dlr-gan 
£105.000 

10: King Edward's Hospital Fund for 
London: Dr Robert Maxwell, chief 
exec £105,000 

10: Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
Stratford: William Weston, gen mgr 
£105,000 


fries guide published today by 
Baring Asset Management. 
"Perhaps it is because of the 
exceptionally high profile of a 
relatively smalt organisation 
or whether the salary it is 
paying is seriously out of line 
and needs correction over 
time." 

Overall the Royal Opera 
House has the best-paid staff 
of any charity, with an aver¬ 
age salary of £43,369. Its total 
wage bill rose by 4 per oenr 
last year even though the pay 
roll was cut by 77 to 1,000. Sir 
Jeremy Isaacs, its director 
until tiie end of last year, was 
on a salary of £120.790. At the 
other end of the scale the 
British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service employs 627 people at 
an average wage of E62SS5. 

The voluntary sector has an 
annual turnover of £13 billion, 
employs 466,700 people with a 
wage bill of £6 billion, and 
contributes £3.6 billion to the 
economy. With Government 
increasingly relying on this 
sector to provide services, 
several major charities are 
having to dig into their reserve 
funds to pay for their work. 

The guide shows that ani¬ 
mal charities receive more 
legacies than those helping 
people. Of the top 100 chari¬ 
ties. 17 per cent are connected 
with animal welfare. The 
Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund received the most from 
bequests: £36 million. 



Another casualty of the dry weather is treated at the Prickly Ball Farm. Most come in hungry and dehydrated 


Wildlife is waking up to starvation 


By Nick Nutt all 

ENYIRONMSVT CORRESPONDENT 


A COMBINATION of freezing nights 
and bone-dry ground is making it 
impossible for bats and hedgehogs 
emerging from hibernation to find 
enough food. 

Large numbers of hedgehogs are 
starving and dying across parts of south 
and southwest England. Worms, one of 
their staple foods, are staying under 
ground, beetles remaining hidden and 
small frogs and pond creatures sticking 
to the water. Drinking places for hedge¬ 
hogs are drying up. 

Elizabeth Dyas. who runs the Prickly 
Ball Farm near Newton Abbot, Devon, 
which cares for distressed hedgehogs, 
said yesterday: “They are coming in 
almost daily, brought in by concerned 


members of the public and the RSPCA. 
Hedgehogs can cope with hot weather. 
The problem is the lack of food." 

She said animals were being discov¬ 
ered lying on their sides, dehydrated. 
"We need to get nutrition inside them 
quickly. We have seen a big increase in 
the numbers of hedgehogs in a bad state. 
They are extremely thin and their skin 
becomes loose." 

Bat experts said yesterday that they 
had never seen so many starving, 
malnourished creatures at this time of 
year. Patty Briggs, who runs a hospital 
for sick and injured bats in Bushey, 
Hertfordshire, said the warm weather 
during the day was bringing bats out of 
hibernation. But the cold nights, during 
which temperatures have regularly fallen 
below 8G meant that there were few 
insects on which the animals could feed 



Brain drain lures 
bee scientists who 
set world buzzing 


By Nick Nlttall 
TECHNOLOGY 
CORRESPONDENT 
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THE brain drain is beckoning 
a British research team who 
discovered how to glue tiny 
antennae to the backs of 
bumblebees. Funding prob¬ 
lems mean that their work on 
an insect tracking system 
could be lured abroad. 

Their mini-radar is the only 
one of its kind in the world 
that can track low-flying in¬ 
sects over large distances to 
reveal where they feed and 
how far they fly. The work was 
originally launched to find a 
way of tracking the disease- 
carrying tsetse fly. but it has 
also provided new insights to 
help to halt a decline in 
bumblebees, which are vital 
for pollinating some early 
craps and flowers. 

Cuts in government funding 
and the recent privatisation of 
the Radar Insect Group, based 
at the Natural Resources Insti¬ 
tute in Malvern, Hereford and 
Worcester, means that the 
three researchers may go to 
universities and institutes else¬ 
where. One of them. Joe Riley, 
said: “There is a Swedish, a 
German and an American 
group who are all interested in 
the system. If this technology 
is taken up abroad, this will be 
a big disappointment, but we 
are now constrained to go 
wherever customers will pay." 

World interest in the work 
follows five years of research, 
funded mainly by the Over¬ 
seas Development Agency, 
into the tiny antenna, which 
weighs three milligrams and 
is 16 millimetres high. Field 
trials on the system — called 
the harmonic generating tag 
— showed that the creatures 
can fly normally with the extra 
load. 

The key to the device’s tiny 
size is its ability to pick up 
operating power from incom¬ 
ing signals, so that no 



British bees ma 
science off their I 


on-board battery is required. 
Radar had been used to moni¬ 
tor high-flying insects, but 
their ground-hugging counter¬ 
parts could not be tracked 
because of the signals re¬ 
turned from plants and other 
objects. 

The government-funded In¬ 
stitute of Arable Crops Re¬ 
search at Rothamstead. Hert¬ 
fordshire, has been unable to 
persuade the Biotechnological 
and Biological Sciences Re¬ 
search Council to pay to hire 
the radar group for further 
studies, although some late 
funding has come from the 
British Beekeepers Associ¬ 
ation. The three-man team 
and equipment cost £20.000 a 
month. 

Dr Juliet Osbourne, a scien¬ 
tist at the institute, said that 
the system had revolutionised 
their research and shown that 
bumblebees flew at least W0 
metres from their nests for 
food, considerably further 
than previously thought. It 
means that farmers may need 
to plant suitable food sources 
at for greater distances. She 
added: “There are lots of other 
Endings to be made. I suspect 
they may fly much further." 
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Village split 
by case of 
killer swan 


Depressed 
builder 
wins right 


to payout 


and boost their depleted energy stores. 

Ms Briggs, a member of the Bat 
Conservation Trust whose santuary is 
part of a small national network of bat 
hospitals, said that over the past two 
weeks she had rescued IS bats from 
across Hertfordshire and northwest 
London that were “just bags of bones". 

In an attempt to save bats and to assist 
anyone who finds one in a distressed 
state, the trust and the People’s Trust for 
Endangered Species have introduced a 
national bat helpline on 0171-627 8822. 

David Bellamy, the conservation 
trust's president said: “If a hat roost was 
threatened or you encountered a bat in 
distress in your garden or elsewhere, 
would you know where to call for the 
expert help the bats obviously need? Now 
all you need do is ring bat man for help 
and advice." 


A construction worker whose 
life has been wrecked by the 
trauma of witnessing a art- 
league’s death in 1988 yester¬ 
day won a victory in his fight 
for six-figure compensation. 
Ian Young, 46. from Sidcup. 
Kent, was 6ft away when a 
scaffolding pole he had hand¬ 
ed to Andrew Cook brushed 
an overhead electricity cable, 
"killing Mr Cook instantly. 

His case was dismissed last 
year by a High Court judge, 
who said Mr Young had not 
been dose enough to the acci¬ 
dent to qualify for damages 
from the site’s developers. But 
the appeal court overturned 
that decision. Lord Justice 
Hutchison said Mr Young 
was a primary victim. “There 
is nothing disreputable about 
a claim for damages based on 
psychiatric injury." 


City church aid 


The Bishop of London, the 
Right Rev Richard Chartres, 
announced the creation of the 
City Churches Development 
Group to help the 37 churches 
in the City of London. He said 
the answer for struggling 
churches was certainly not 
“closure and retreat". 


Berserk shopper 


Police used CS gas to subflue 
a man covered in white paint 
and dressed only in boxer 
shorts who went berserk in 
Sainsbury’s in Portsmouth, 
causing damage amounting 
to thousands of pounds. John 
Chalk, owner of a nearby pet 
store, was taken to hospital. 


Cricketer dies 


A 20-year-old batsman has 
died after collapsing during 
net practice. Richard Parsons, 
a student at Exeter University, 
had taken a couple of catches 
when he became ill on the 
field at Pyrford, Surrey. Para¬ 
medics could not unblock his 
airway. 


Whale was sick 


The sperm whale that died in 
the Firth of Forth last month 
had bone disease and no food 
in its stomach. However, An¬ 
drew Kitchener, from the 
zoology department at the 
National Museums of Scot¬ 
land, said: “We have no idea 
why it died." 


Paramedic fired 


A trainee paramedic who 
photographed the body of a 
dead woman at the scene of a 
crime has been sacked. Avon 
Ambulance NHS Trust dis¬ 
missed the unnamed ambu¬ 
lanceman for gross mis¬ 
conduct in breaching patient 
confidentiality. 


Historic loss 


Documents about the Adams 
family, who left Somerset for 
America in the J7th century 
and whose descendants in¬ 
cluded five US Presidents, 
were stolen from Barton St 
David church, near Somer- 
ton. Marriage registers and 
church plate were also stolen. 


Sausage kills boy 

A four-year-old boy died the 
day after he choked on a piece 
of sausage during lunch at Si 
Joseph's Roman Catholic 
school. Efforts to revive An¬ 
drew Dovey, of Llandudno, 
North Wales, were hampered 
by his large tonsils, an inquest 
in the town was told. 


Tractor death 


A man died In the gypsum 
mine at Brightiing, East Sus¬ 
sex, when a tractor he was. 
driving toppled and crushed 
him. The miner, aged 55. was 
working deep underground. 
Sussex police said: “The trac¬ 
tor somehow overturned and 
pinned him underneath." 


To bet on 


Look below for your local Moben showroom or call 0800 616747 for a free brochure 


umoun GMD17 
■umrims jgtttt 
•NSHannrsrour 

MHMSK nisi *18382 
BUUIOISl 449 9751 
m>rguw» oiaa araa; 
nauBM iuauom 
BUlQiaSMUS 
mraraoizu jmmt 
BOBWHBOHCiaiaraans 
MHHEMMUH MM! 5X854 
—ran o tM Mia* 

MBaw ffl 01375 44043 

■BnUBOtam) 0U79M JOT 
anuf mat ala 
nursrEBuumouMrasm :*=* 
CMHUTOUTBSittG* 
B UW ma 3S9W* 
e msaa mroixn non 

omwvMuisou 

CmJKRMB 01345 3SJJH5 
CMDDHM 0J2« 290030 


LijuJ 


!KMKU484 4KaO 
I0W63 4STM0 





*■ '■ (Ttt 

[•!' 'V'T.v.r 

■ V 



101317531141 
■ 0118994377 
ULQmr.n-Mu 
l« 0I7J7 Z3S59S 




flEVEUMU 01732 T412U 
IUNI01753 57280 

uxnmntM 01703 nan 







nraonuB 

nuntoi,-u«WTn 

amnmnmmsia 

nUEHMt 014313U7GS 

nranui oim so usis 

•HIBBtfai M9277 
UMAEA 01792 773438 


019J4 «D*0* 1=3! 
■nUM R9CB 6S442S 

wMmuuwjso 
mii am ni hitt rim t 
MDMuanaamn 
MM 01491740610 
MMMMUW734TB33H 
WH4K9IMMWB173 
rnmnutiomo 217330 



MOBEN 


OamtMDMDOMU’DCMm 

cm 7 du a ora Ku.mauwu sjtpn 

aUW-UNWUM uw 



uumMmna 3eun i 

IMBBOOl B17088ES14S 


The national fitted kitchen specialist 


m vpfcnces atere appficatfe. tlo att* n sto wwfc 


THE villagers of Poiperro in 
Cornwall are divided by calls 
to move a swan from the har¬ 
bour after it killed 12 duck¬ 
lings (writes Joanna Bale). 

A pub landlord has had a 
dead duckling put through 
his letterbox. Threatening let¬ 
ters have been sent and the 
police have been called to stop 
tempers erupting. 

One resident Monica Held 
Johnson, said that most 
people wanted the swans 
moved. “It is most unpleas¬ 
ant He grabs the ducklings as 
they come bobbing down the 
river, (brows them up in the 
air and drowns them." 

The pro-swan faction is 
lying low. One said: "The 
swans have been here for 
yearn and it is only natural for 
them to kill a few ducklings. It 
has all got out of hand." 
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to develop £200,000 house 


»K HOME NEWS 7 

Complaints 
about rail 




. 


By Paul Wilkinson 

A . WOMAN planned and 
buflt a E200.000 house while 

uving in a housing association 
flat and daiming rent benefit 
Jacqueline Hull used the 
state handouts over a five-year 
period to help to develop 
Sundiffe Lodge, a five-bed- 
room detached home. She 
convinced council officials, 
and staff at subsidised accom¬ 
modation run by the Joseph 
Bowntree Trust, that she was 
a penniless mother of three, 
abandoned by her husband 
and struggling to survive in 
rented housing. 

In fact she was a properly 
owner with her own business, 
runrang a slimming dub. The 
only tune she was homeless 
was when she sold her ter-" 
raced house at a profit to 
reinvest in her building 
project It was then that the 
trust provided her with a 
home. 

The story of how Htli, 40, 
cheated her way. from a 
£20,000 house in a back street 
in York to an imposing resi¬ 
dence less than a mile away in 
Huntington unfolded during 
her trial at York Crown Osirt, 

Big game 
hunts are 
rigged, says 





*&; V- 




Hu]] made £30,000on"her terraced home, left, and built Suncliffe Lodge 


where die was convicted of 
four specimen charges of 
deception. 

Sentence was postponed for 
eight weeks after North York¬ 
shire Police said they were 
considering a request for con¬ 
fiscation of Hull's assets. They 
want to investigate her finan¬ 
cial background and discover 
exactly what she owns. 

Julian Goose, for the prose¬ 
cution. said that, in 1985. Hull 
and her husband bought a 
terraced house in. Acomb. 
York. Three years later he left 


Scientists 
create the 
eight-day 


TV sleuth petunia 


By Michael Hornsby 

LIONS, tigers, gorillas and 
other wild animals, many of 
diem endangered and legally 
protected, are being killed in 
rigged hunts, costing thou¬ 
sands of pounds, for the 
pleasure of wealthy American 
and European tourists, a tele¬ 
vision investigation claims! 

In film from South Africa a 
lactating lioness is shown 
being separated from her be¬ 
wildered cubs and shot by a 
German hunter only a few 
yards away from them on the 
other side of a wire fence. It 
takes ten shots arid several 
minutes for the animal to die. 

The footage is contained in 
Making A Killing, ihcGrstin 
a new series' ar The Cho* 
Report, to be transmitted by 
nV on my 6.m'wlntfr the 
Veteran investigator r Jtoger 
Cook poses di‘‘*a’ wealthy 
businessman keen to shoot big 
game: '‘Wettisawered that if 
you. have enough money and 
the right contac t s, you can go 
and shoot any animal in the 
world, no matter how rare or 
protected fay law. that species 
may be," Code says. 

“You do not even have to be I 
a good shot because the arit- i 
mals are often baited into I 
fenced areas or drugged so 
they become sitting targets." 

In the Mokofo Game Ranch, 
in South Africa, Cook, using 
the alias of James Rogers, 
agrees to pay $18,000 (GL100) 
for a guaranteed opportunity 
to shoot a lion. 

hi Spain a middleman is 
seen offering Cook the chance. 
of shooting gorillas in Catner-' 
oonand tigers in Malaysia. 


By Nigel Hawkes 

GENETIC engineering has 
created a petunia dial keeps its 
flowers four times longer than 
normaL Henry Klee, of the 
University of Florida, says 
that any type of flower could 
be made to last longer in the 
garden and in the house. 

. “We've had. flowers that 
have lasted for weeks on die 
laboratory bench,- says Dr 
Klee. “We’re very excited 
about it I dunk it will be 
important for the florist indus¬ 
try and for the gardener. The 
aim is to put the gene into 
varieties that the gardener will 
use for bedding plants." 

The petunias were given a 
defective gene from Arabi- 
dopsis ^a small weed-fake plant 
that has been the subject of 
intensive investigation. The 

r e is reponsible for making 
receptor for ethylene, a gas 
that ripens fruit and makes 
flowers shed their petals. The ! 
engineered plants cannot pro- 
duce the receptor, the “socket" 
into which the ethylene plugs. 

If the plants cannot sense 
ethylene, they do not shed 
their flowers. In laboratory 
experiments. Dr Klee reports 
in Nature Biotechnology, pe¬ 
tunias which would lose their 
flowers in two days lasted 
right 

So for. Dr Klee has grown 
the plants only in the green¬ 
house. Permission is needed 
from American regulatory au¬ 
thorities before genetically 
. modified plants can be grown 
our of doors, and it is likely to 
be some years before the 
plants are available in garden 
centres. 


Satellite data confirm 
supercontinent theory 


SATELLITE data have 
helped to fill in the blanks in 
the history of [ Antarctica 
(Nigel Hawkes writes).. 

The observations, made by 
the European Spate Agency's 
satellite ERS-L cpnfirm the 
existence of a missmg piece of 
die jigsaw that once made up 

the .supercmtinemof Good- 
wanaland 180 million years 
ago. Today’s continents can 
be pot together to recreate 
Gondwanaland, but only if an 


extra piece, called the Bel¬ 
lingshausen Plate, is used to 
fill a gap where New Zealand 
broke away from Antarctica. 
It is assumed that the missing 
piece must have fused with 
the Antarctic plate, but prov¬ 
ing it Iras been impossible. 

Now. thanks to ERS-1 d at a, 
it is reported in Science tbat 
seabed topology provides the 
first dear proof that Antarcti¬ 
ca was In two pieces 60 
million years ago. 


Renewing vour 
home insurance in 
April or May 
and want to save money ? 


♦Saga- The specialists m insurance for 
people aged 50 and over 

* Comprehensive, tow cost cover 

* A service that is direct and trouble free 

* Discount for secure homes 

Call free today! SAGA 

Services Ltd 


0800 


- 7 - Onf\ij7j5 

relercnee 


Lines open 


—* „**,.*» - lp " 






her and . transferred sole 
ownership to her/ 

Soon afterwards she applied 
to the dty council for housing 
benefit, stating that she was a 
tenant in the house. She filled 
in application forms giving 
false details. 

She initially claimed £45 a 
week. When she increased the 
claim to £50, she said the rent 
had gone up. but in fact her 
mortgage interest had risen 
and she wanted the increase to 
cover it 

The allowances were paid 


until 1993 when Hull sold the 
house for £55JXX),~ pocketing 
more than £3QJXX) profit 
Shortly afterwards she app¬ 
lied for a council house, sign¬ 
ing documents saying that she 
had no assets. 

The council treated her case 
sympathetically and with ur¬ 
gency. Through the Joseph 
Rowntree Housing Associ¬ 
ation she was allocated a 
homeless person’s flat. The 
association paid the rent but. 
unknown to it, Hull had put 
the profit from the sale of her 


home towards developing the 
building plot in Huntington. 
The rest of the cash came from 
a £70,000 mortgage based on 
her slimming business. 

But an internal audit at 
York council exposed her dou¬ 
ble dealing and, by the time 
the new house was completed 
in early 1994, she had been 
arrested on suspicion of fraud. 

Hull told the court she could 
not afford to move into the 
new property, saying: “l could 
not have afforded to even turn 
the heating on, let alone run 
ft." She put the house up for 
sale with an asking price of 

£200,000. but eventually 
agreed a swap for a house. 
valued ar about £70,000 at 
Cram beck, between York and 
Mai ton. and cash to make up 
the balance. 

Throughout her trial Hull 
maintained that she had not 
been dishonest, but merely 
followed the instructions of 
her mother when filling in 
forms and making applica¬ 
tions. She claimed that the plot 
of land at Huntington was 
owned by her mother and 
that, after she had repaid all 
her loans, she was again 
penniless. 





Jacqueline Hull convinced officials she was homeless 


reliability 
rise by 56% 

By A Staff Reporter 

4 t 

COMPLAINTS by rail pas¬ 
sengers in southern England 
in the year to March were 56 
per cent up on the previous 
year and the highest of the 
decade. A total of 1,024 con* 
plaints were received by the 
Smith of England Rail Users’ 
Consultative Committee. 

The committee’s latest fig¬ 
ures include February and 
March when South West 
Trains cancelled 39 trains a 
day because of driver short¬ 
ages. The committee said com¬ 
plaints about reliability had 
shown a significant increase 
in the final quarter of the year. 

It also blamed SWT and 
another privatised company, 
Ccmnex South Eastern, for an 
increase in complaints about 
information at stations. 

The anti-privatisation 
group, Save Our Railways, 
which released the figures, 
said yesterday that the level of 
complaints shewed privatisa¬ 
tion was not working. Keith 
Bill, the national secretary, 
said: “Commuters are sick of 
seeing companies making fat- 
cat profits while quality ser¬ 
vices deteriorate." 
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Warning of child malnutrition 

Stores accused of 
promoting bad 
diets among poor 
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MANY British children are 
threatened with malnutrition 
in the next century and many 
people on low incomes are 
eating more poorly than they 
wen? at the start of the 1980s, 
according to two reports pub¬ 
lished today. 

Supermarket chains are ac¬ 
cused of contributing to the 
degradation of poor people's 
diets by one of the reports, 
from the National Food Alli¬ 
ance. A survey of special lines 
in leading supermarkets 
found that most items being 
promoted were fatty and sug¬ 
ary processed foods. 

Some had no nutrition in¬ 
formation on the labels and 
those that did often failed to 
give details about the sugar or 
saturated fat content The best 
bargains, according to the 
report's author. Tim Lobstein, 
were usually bulk buys, 
which were only of use to those 
with ready money, a car for 
transport and space for 
storage. 

Lack of money, inadequate 
shopping facilities and poor 
transport were the main 
causes of food poverty in 
Britain, according to the brief¬ 
ing paper, it says that poor 


By Robin Young 

diets are not a result of 
ignorance or fecklessness. 

The hardest hit among low- 
income groups, it says, are 
women, particularly those 
with young children. Young 
people and the elderly are also 
badly affected. While high- 
income families eat healthier 
foods such as low-fat milk, 
wholemeal bread, fresh fish 
and fresh fruit and vegetables, 
low-income families eat more 
fat. sugar and salt and less of 
the essential nutrients, the 
paper says, arguing that diet 
explains why poor people have 
greater risk of dying prema¬ 
turely from high-blood pres¬ 
sure. heart disease or stroke. 

In a separate report, the 
famine relief charity Save the 
Children gives a warning that 
increasing numbers of child¬ 
ren in Britain will be at risk of 
malnutrition in the next centu¬ 
ry unless urgent action is 
taken. 

Its report shows that 
poorer families living in de¬ 
prived areas are unable to give 
their children the food they 
need because they do not have 
access to a good variety of 
food. 

Women living on estates in 


London, Glasgow. Coventry, 
Sunderland and Belfast had 
incomes that, despite their re¬ 
sourcefulness and best efforts, 
would not stretch to a bal¬ 
anced diet for their children, 
the report says. Without ac¬ 
cess to supermarkets selling 
fresh foods at reasonable 
prices, many women reported 
missing meals themselves so 
that their children should not 
go hungry. 

Mike Aaronson, Save the 
Children's director-general, 
said yesterday: “It is shocking 
that we are facing die spectre 
of child malnutrition here. 
Lack of money, difficulty 
reaching decent affordable 
food and lack of safety nets are 
key factors. We call on the 
Government to make a firm 
commitment to develop dear 
policies which will build on 
low-income {amities' efforts to 
feed their children properly." 

□ “If they don’t eat a healthy diet 
irs their awn fault!": Myths about 
food and low income. Dr Tim Lob- 
stein (National Food Alliance. 5-11 
Worship Street, EC2A 2BH; GO) 

□ Out of the Flying Pan: The true 
cost of fiteding a family on a 'low 
income (Save the Children, 17 
Grove Lane. London, SE5 8RD; in 
return for donation) 
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Eating without stopping: on average, Britons eat a hamburger every five days and spend £41 a year on fast food 

Britain is fast-food capital of Europe 


BRITAIN spends more on East food than 
any of the other main European coun¬ 
tries, according to market research 
(Robin Young writes). Mintel estimates 
that Britons will spend almost £25 bil¬ 
lion on hamburgers, pizza and chicken 
meals sold through fast-food chains this 
year, an average of £41 per head. 

Thai compares with an estimated 
expenditure of £29 per head in France, 
E20 in Germany and £11 in Spain. The 
Italians come bottom of the fast-food 
league, spending only £3 per head. 

Hamburgers dominate the fast-food 
market in all five countries, particularly 
in France, where they account for 88 per 
cent of fast-food sales. The proportion is 
only marginally smaller in Italy and 
Germany (86 per cent and 85 per cent 


Annual (£m) Per head {£) 
UK ' 2,425 41 

France 1,701 29 

Germany 1,680 20 

Spain 427 11 

Italy 176 3 

PC-3, homturgcr and chicken chains onh'(Source Afeift*) 

respectively). In Britain and Spain sales 
are more evenly divided between ham¬ 
burgers and pizzas, while chicken takes a 
minor share. In Italy sales of fast-food 
chicken are almost non-existent 
The survey’s findings equate to the 
average Briton eating a hamburger 

every five days, or two pieces of fried 
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chicken every three weeks, the research¬ 
ers say. 

Hamburgers are relatively cheaper m 
Britian than any of the other countries 
surveyed, with McDonald's and Burger 
King competing aggressively for market 
share. McDonald’s British profits were 
£45 million in 1995, compared with a 
worldwide profit from 21.000 stores in (01 
countries of just under El billion. 

Chris Butcher, Mintei’s leisure analyst 
said yesterday: “Fast food is benefiting 
from the Increasing trend towards snack¬ 
ing and convenience foods. Britain is the 
fast-food capital of Europe. The success 
of fast food in general lies in the 
standardised menus, where quality, 
quantity and price are guaranteed.*’ 

□ European Fast Food (Mintel: E495) 


Transition 
of HIV to 
Aids is 
speeding up 

By Ian Murray 

HIV has become more ag¬ 
gressive in the 1990s, with 
infected people progressing to 
Aids twice as fast on average 
than in the past 
A study of 285 patients 
infected between 1985 and 
1995 bas shown that those 
who contracted the disease 
after December 1989 had a 
higher probability of decline 
in their immunity system and 
began suffering from Aids 
sooner than those who were 
infected before that date. 

The research, published to¬ 
day in the British Medical 
Journal involved regular 
testing of patients who tested 
positive but had been nega¬ 
tive at some time in the 
previous L2 months. 

The patients included 208 
men and 87 women, aged 
between 17 and 61 of whom 
163 were drug injectors, 64 
male homosexuals and 56 
heterosexuals. The research 
showed that age, sex, social 
background, or the way in 
which a person became infect¬ 
ed, made no difference to (he 
findings. 


BY Ian Murray 

MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE risk of contracting skin 
cancer from sunbeds is far 
greater in private health dubs 
than at council leisure centres, 
a skin expert says today. 
Sunbeds available in the com¬ 
mercial sector were said to 
emit a significantly greater 
level of dangerous ultraviolet 
rays. 

The warning by Dr Andrew 
Wrighr, a consultant derma¬ 
tologist from Bradford, comes 
as the Imperial Cancer Re¬ 
search Fund is highlighting 
the risks of “tanorexja" — 
suffered by sunbed addicts 
whose desire for a permanent 
tan leaves them with prema¬ 
ture wrinkles, a leathny ap¬ 
pearance. fragile, thin skin 
and a heightened risk of skin 
cancer. 

Dr Wright tested 50 
sunbeds and found that there 
was a threefold variation in 
the output of ultraviolet A. 
Overall, the levels in the 33 in 
council-run establishments 
were much lower. 

Councils are being advised 
to remove sunbeds because of 
mounting evidence that the 
they can cause! serious skin 
cancers. However, in a letter 
to the British Medical Jour¬ 
nal. Dr Wright says: “Without 
further education of the public 
in tiie potential danger of 
sunbeds, their removal from 


local authority premises will 
drive those who wish to use 
them into the private sector, 
'where Ahe dangers may be 
greater." 

About 11 ptr cent of women 
and 7_per cent of men use 
indoor tanning equipment 
The Imperial Cancer Research 
Rind says that a tenth of them 
are in danger of becoming 
“tanorewes”, using a sunbed 
more than 30 times a year. 

Dr Verortique Patel, consul¬ 
tant dermatologist at the Roy¬ 
al London Hospital, said thar 
many women, particularly in 
urban areas, liked to keep a 
constant tan: “These women 
have had a tanned skin for so 
many years now that they 
cannot give it up, even when 
you tell them it is dangerous. 
They get really miserable 
when you tell them they 
should stop, and most of them 
can’t" 

In a new fact sheet for the 
summer, the fund warns that 
30 minutes on a sunbed will 
give the equivalent dose of 
ultraviolet A radiation as a full 
day on the beach. This type of 
radiation is the main kind 
emitted by sunbeds and was 
believed to be safe until 
recently. 

The fund says its research 
shows that there is no safe 
level of use for sunbeds. While 
nor calling for a ban, it wants 
people to understand the risks. 
The safest cure for tancrexia. it 
says, is a dye to tint the skin, 
used in conjunction with a 
very high protection sun 
cream. 
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PRICES for bacon, ham and 
pork are bound to rise shortly 
because of outbreaks of swine 
fever in Holland and foot and 
mouth disease in Taiwan. 
British supermarkets say that 
so far they have absorbed the 
increased cost of the interna¬ 
tional surge in pig meat prices 
but small butchers have al¬ 
ready had to increase prices of 
bacon and pork by about 10 
per cent 

Advertised promotions this 
week include: 

Asdic rump steak E6.49 kg. pork 
chops £2.99. frozen premium cod 
fillets in batter £185 for 600g. 
cherry tomatoes 49p far 227g. 
broccoli 45p Ib, raspberries 99p for 
I25g. 

Co-op: slewing steak £2.84 kg, 
turkey thigh joint with herb 
seasoning £2.49 far SOQg. Cherry 
Valley crispy Peking duck £4.59 for 
400g, asparagus tips £1.49 for 
lOOg. South African sweet potatoes 
ft6p lb, vintage Stilton £6.49 kg. 
garlic dabatta £1.09 for 230g, pitta 
breads 55p for eight. 

Harrods- Thai pork ribs E450 kg. 

grilled vegetables £129 for 100g, 
pumpkin tortelloni £1.99 for lOOg. 
Culateifo parma ham E5.99 for 
lOOg. Bucherte Sariette goats 
cheese 0.99 each. 

Iceland: chicken quarter pounders 
£1.99 for four, pan boned chicken 
breasts £3.99 fo r i^kg. roast 
chicken legs £1.19 for 28V cai 
fillet fish fingers E1J9 for 16, 
rainbow trout £2.99 for 800a. 
whole beans 74p for 907g. garden 
peas £1.49 for 1.81kg. 

Kwft Save Ross tendergrill 
grillsteaks £1.67 for six. Lion miked 
herbs Up. Shlocr £09 Itr, Anchor 
butler 61p for 250g, Lurpak butter 
78p for 250g. 

Marls 4k Spencer, chicken breast 
portions L2.99 for four, quiche 
farraine £1.49 for 400g, haddock 
fillet* in light crisp breadcrumb 
£2.99 for four, Tuscan extra virgin 


olive oil E2.99 for 500ml. straw¬ 
berries £1.99 for 500g, NZ Cox 
apples El59 for six. 

Morrisons: beef brisket £1.49 lb, 
frying steak UJS kg, turkey steak 
M3S kg. mackerel 85p lb, plaice 
fillet £i39 lb, prepared Iceberg 
lenuce 79p for 250g, large oranges 
69p for six. Sun Red seedless 
grapes 99p lb. 

Safeway: frying steak £6.49 kg, 
medium chicken £1.89 kg, rainbow 
trout E3.49 for four (850g). un¬ 
smoked bacon steaks 69p for 200g, 
buffet pork pies 99p for four, 
mature Davidstow Cheddar £/,9 9 
lb, corned beef 29p U lb. 
SainsbuiylE fresh NZ leg of Jamb 
£5J!9 kg. boneless pork teg £3.99 
kg. stlversidc/lopside beef £4-18 
kg, frozen prawns £3.79 far 400g. 
frozen chicken breast £3.95 for 



90(fe. Jersey Royal new potatoes 
49p lb. plums 79p lb. Uadc 
seedless grapes 74p lb. 
Somcrfidd: boneless tolled pork 
shoulder roast £2.79 kg. meat loal 
in gravy £1.65 for 454g, rurkey 
breast steaks £239 for four (450g). 
smoked haddock fillet £188 ib. 
tomatoes 79p for 12,'camits 29p far 
SOOg. prepacked Iceberg lettuce 
79p far 200g. 

Tesco: lopside £4.69 kg, pork tain 
steaks £-1.99 kg. lamb chops £7.99 
kg. haddock fillet £L9S Ib. golden 
trout El,891b, dressed Cromer crab 
E2.49 each, asparagus £139 bun¬ 
dle. com on the cob 99p for two. 
Rackham pears 39p Jb. large Gab's 
melons £1.69 each. 

Waitrose eight spiced pork sau¬ 
sages (379g) £135, diced veal £2.49 
for 340g. diced braking beef £259 
for 5D0g. free range chickens up to 
23 kg £2.99, frozen petit pms 9^> 
for 2Jbs. red onions 69p Ib. 
beansprouts 45p for 350g, cauli¬ 
flower 49p lb., avocado pears 99p 
for two. Jonagold apples 45p Ib. 
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Arthur Scargill hits out 
at the ‘turncoat Tories’ 
of New Labour 


train set 


IMT7HEWCQOK 


By Peter Stothard 

W hen we spoke to 
Paddy Ashdown 
fast week it was 
in the artificial 
light of rile Editor’s window¬ 
less office at The Times. When 
we spoke to John Major it was 
in the sharp natural light of 
the .first floor'at Downing 
Street. Tony Blair spoke to us 
yesterday afternoon in the 
half-light, at cloudy moments 
almost the gloaming, of his 
Islington front-room. As fell 
the light, so fell - the 
conversations. 

The Labour leader was as 
guarded in his words as the 
Prime Minister had been bold; 
he was as mysterious as 
Ashdown had been bright 
Sitting in front of the net 
curtains,, beneath a barely 
visible poster for his' local 
Labour candidate, he was like 
a friendly fortune-teller. When 
the sun found a way through 
to his face, it lit up just half of 
h, a mere three of the famous 
shining teeth, a. few paper 
petals of the peonies in a bowl 
by his ride and ante sleeve of 
his new regulation-purple ca¬ 
sual shirt-Theother side lay In 
colourless obscurity. . 

_ It wstf a .peculiar feeling'for 
uj—and it seetnedso for him . 
too. We wereraDang about an ’ 
election Apt. he IpooyfS he has i 
wian, abbufraVjob'be already ; 
knows to be his, in a manner 
that allowed rite open admis¬ 
sion of ncither-of those facts. 
Peter Ridddfl began by ask- 


ment, the possibility that he 
might put into action his ideas 
about ending "tribal politics”, 
that he may bring an outsider 
into the Cabinet or change 
Whitehall structures. Blair did 
not rule our any of these 
prospects. He saw the advan¬ 
tages erf a new Labour govern¬ 
ment bring quickly different in 
style from its predecessors. 
But he promised only “the 
broadest use of the talents 
available" and a “leading role" 
for John Prescott before laps¬ 
ing into srmles of mncealmont 

W hen the question¬ 
ing became espe¬ 
cially intrusive, 
be would give a 
grand unbroken smile, the 
sort that -the cartoonists love, 
saying better by this than by 
any words that there were 
Territories, large dark areas of 
territory, that tins interview 
was not going to explore. “We 
can offer a' fresh Stan in 
politics as in everything else 
.:. and. having won as new 
Labour, we axe going to gov¬ 
ern as new Labour,” he told 
us, looking ceilingward at one 
of two small chandeliers. 

After that Blair became 
more cheerful — expatiating 
along the lines “familiar from 
his campaign speeches. We 
heard about education and 
health and wrifarestowork 
and toughness cat .crime and 
its causes. Neither his content 
nor his manner of delivery 
provided the slightest distrac¬ 
tion from the consideration of 
what his previous remark 
about "governing as new lab¬ 
our" might mean. 

His mandate, as he sees it. 
will riot be to reverse Tory 


reforms: “There is no point in 
being daft about it... there's 
plenty .of things that are very 
good about Britain ... and 
there's no point in being silly 
and saying that the country is 
falEhg to bits. Ifs mtr There. 
Is even nigire pertitinly ho 
qjapdate.fbr old. Labour pn*- 
graperies: “Unwanted policies 
that arestuck in thepasL"The 
mandate is for new Labour. 

What is new Labour, we are 
. left to wander. Is it simply 
what rite voters voted for? 
■What are the voters voting for? 
For new Labour. But what is 
new Labour? If the Blairs' 
front room had had a piano — 
and a piano seemed strangely 
absent amid this plain and 
comfortable Victorian setting 
— we might all have turned 
tius paradox into a new Lab¬ 
our song. to. the tune of Frire 
Jacques or London Bridge is 
Falling Down. 

Riddell brought us back to 
reality by repeating his ques¬ 
tions about Labour’s plans for 
government in slightly differ¬ 
ent ways, Blair’s answers min¬ 
gled amusement at our 
effrontery and apprehension 
lest even talking abour power 
might yet deprive him of it. He 
showed a superstition that 
seemed to me to be almost 
childlike. It is as though a 
young boy knows that Christ¬ 
mas is coming and that there 
is a new train set waiting for 
.him in the attic; and yet he 
worries that to talk about 
passenger-carriages, points or 
stations might irritate Father 
Christmas and keep the gift 
locked up in the chimney. 

Ariatole Kaletsky likened 
him later to a man with a 
winning lottery ticket on a 
Saturday night who sits im¬ 
mobile, in a comer, unable to 
. believe that his hick is real, 
until the Monday morning 
when the shop that sold him 
the ticket opens and he can 
hold the pri 2 e in his hand- 

Despite tine reticence, how¬ 
ever, it does seem that Labour 
voters who expect a dash of 
instant activity to distinguish a 
Blair government from the 
Tory past will be disappointed. 
“lYn not a great believer in a 
d azzlin g first hundred days 
which then disappears up in 


smoke," he said. “I much 
prefer to be continually com¬ 
municating why we're doing 
tilings on education, and wel¬ 
fare, taking it Step by step 
along the road of a different 
direction." He tells us that 
people did riot want, a revolu¬ 
tion and "barricades in the 
streets". Arid we. sit there, 
wondering when anyone last 
thought that they did. 

Kaletsky asked him about 
what new Labour could seri¬ 
ously do without imposing 
new taxation, reminding him 
that the Association of British 
Chambers of Commerce is 
merely the latest independent 
organisation to say that new 
taxation win be necessary. The 
only other people who believe 
in the Tory spending pledges 
apart from the Tories are you 
and Gordon Brown, he gibes. 

Blair humps bade into his 
armchair at this point. He 
dearly knows That Kaletsky is 


telling the. truth. The bright 
side of his face looks as though 
it might even rise to the bait 
But the dark side wins. He 
looks down and twists his feet 
in his black suede shoes as 
though he could make'* ffst 
with his toes or even kick back 
a response like his footballing 
photo-opportunity partner. 
Kevin Keegan. And then he 
subsides bade into the offidal 
response that "there are no 
hidden spending promises 
that require hidden taxes ... 
we can’t work on the assump¬ 
tion that the Conservative 
budget is wrong". ;- 
Why not, Kaletsky asks, you 
accuse than of lying about 
everything else? The answer is 
a smile. If he were to challenge 
the Treasury figures, the To¬ 
ries could accuse Labour of 
wanting to tax and spend 
more. If that accusation were 
believed. Labour would lose 
votes. So. tiie smile continues. 


if; 



Kaletsky retires in impatience. 
My own certainty about tax is 
simply hardened by all this 
play: Tfmes-reading tax-pay¬ 
ers are being hugged now in 
order to be squeezed later. 

Blair say^thatas 
goes, by he thinks of governing 
more and of electioneering 
less. He admitted that he was 
nervous at the beginning of the 
camapaign but says that he is 
now more relaxed and is even 
enjoying himself. He certainly 
looks at ease as he sets out his 
general approach to the failure 
of schools and GP fund- 
holders. And then he suddenly 
starts up again. Perhaps he 
thinks he is being too relaxed, 
or even, sin and horror, com¬ 
placent. He jumps forward in 
his chair and attacks his critics 
for failing to give credit for all 
the advances that Labour has 
made: for example the pension 
proposals of Chris Smith, the 
local candidate whose name is 
twice in the'window. 

He daps his left palm with 
the back of his right hand, 
making a dap to accompany 
every point f count ten single 
daps before the speech is over, 
followed by bursts of dapping 
to bade up subsidiary points. 
We are no longer in the mood 
for Frere Jacques. If there were 
a trumpeter behind the pale 
gold curtains, or a set of 
drums under the tapestry¬ 
laden stairs, we could ail be 
doing the cha-cha-cha. 

When he is on'the cam¬ 
paigning offensive, the Labour 
leader is as confident as foe 
conductor of a seaside dance 
band — almost fragrant with 
the confidence that he can do 
the business without thinking 
too much, almost gleaming 
with the certainty that the 
performance always goes 
down well and will continue to 
do so. It is is in those other and 
governing moments, the ones 
that he says are increasing in 
number every day, that there 
are the signs of fear. 

He wants to be seen as a 
radical. "There is something 
improbable about being a 
radical leader of the Labour 
party and a cautious prime 
minister. I wont be. J'll be a 
radical prime minister," He 
wants to be seen as a doer, not 


a sayen "The single most 
frustrating thing about oppo¬ 
sition politics is that you're 
always saying, never doing.” 
But there nothing in the sub¬ 
stance of .our interview that 
^Gppositfon 
cast of £dnd has yet changed,, 
that the saying man is poised: 
.. to.be the doing jnap pext week. 
Perhaps his‘ plans are 
. crystallising by the day and be 
is simply wary of displaying 
them to potential Tray attack. 
Or perhaps he has many fewer 
fixed plans than we think and 
is genuinely unconcerned 
about his Hundred Days and 
tite need to keep the momen¬ 
tum of victory. 

H e is curiously dis¬ 
missive of the con¬ 
stitutional prqpos- 
als that are set to 
be the centrepiece of his first 
legislative programme. He 
does not repeat the gaffe of 
early in the campaign when he 
likened a Scottish assembly to 
a parish council. But he does 
say that after five years in 
office he does not expect any 
constitutional change to be his 
greatest legacy. "The improve¬ 
ments in education will be 
much more important than 
that," he says. 

When we interviewed Major 
last week he was keen , that 
Blair should take advice from 
him about how to negotiate in 
Europe. Blair says that he is 
perfectly happy to take him up 
on this offer. "He meant it in a 
responsible way and 1 take it 
in that spirit." Blair’s own 
position, however, despite tite 
hardening Eurosceptic rheto¬ 
ric in recent press articles, is 
not reassuring. He gives his 
usual description of the “big” 
(sometimes “formidable”) ob¬ 
stacles to Britain entering a 
European monetary union. 
When Kaletsky presses him on 
what precisely these obstacles 
are, all his answers concern 
obstacles to EMU itself going 
ahead. None of them relates to 
Britain's decision to give up 
the pound and enter the 
system. 

Blair confirms in this con¬ 
text that “we are not talking 
about technical obstacles such 
as Bank of England indepen¬ 


dence”. Riddell asks him 
about how Britain could avoid 
isolation in a “flexible Europe" 
— and received no good an¬ 
swer. Kaletsky asks about 
what he might bring back 
from the inter-goyfchiraental 
conference as a token of tite 
.jgew nfw-Labqyr relationship 
with his* pprtjners. He cafes, 
reform of the common agricul¬ 
tural policy, progress an en¬ 
largement of EU membership 
and completion of tite single 
market This seems to us a- 
hefty agenda for one weekend. 

Kaletsky, who as readers 
will have seen this week, 
formed a far-from-favou rable 
impression of Major at our 
meeting, agreed with the 
Prime Minister on this point 
“Blair will be eaten alive at 
Amsterdam,” he prophesies as 
we leave. 

Blair himself insists that 


Major and Kaletsky 
wrong. “I haven’t been rij _ 
to pieces yet in my politic 
career and I don’t intend | 
start now." There are 
there of prime 
stfcifr; 

Thq^, final part of 
converiatian consists of 
.speech by Blair about Ms 
ifr the worldwide changes 
the Centre Left He is at 
duly of too dose i 
with Clinton. Then Ride 
makes a disparaging rerrufik 
about the American Presidents 
first-term record. The Labcftr 
leader almost jumps out of Ss 
chair. His cushion is pus hid 
aside and his hands scftt 
clapping and pointing m 
though conducting Frme 
Jacques ®nd dancing the dfe- 
cha~cha at the same time: “Wfll, 
he got re-elected. That 
pretty good to me," he says. 


Labour sets golden target of putting Britain in the Olympic top ten 

------- -- -- Heritaee Secretary, was deter 


LABOUR set an ambitious 
new target for British sports 
stars yesterday and declared 
that the nation would shoot 
bade into the Olympic medal 


UfflSherinan writes}. 

Jack Cunningham damted 
that, with the help of a Labour 
government Britain would 
it behind its worsfrever per- 


uluniHUIV- • _ I ; J. • 

^coop up the medals as zf did 
S£cr Harold Wilson in the 

1960s. • iSUa . 

But it was under Liberal 
administrations, at the turn of 
the century, that Bntons 
strode the world sporting 


Olympic Games 
1896 Athens 
1900 Paris 
1904 St Lous 
1908 London 
1912 Stockholm 
1920 .Antwerp _ 
'1824 'Parts 
1928 Amsterdam 
1832 Los Angete* 
-1936 Beffln 
1948 London 
1952 Helsinki 


Position in model table 

Party in power 

Otytftpic Games 

Position In medal table 

Party in power 

Sth 

Conservative 

1956 Melbourne 

8th 

Conservative 

3rd 

Conservative 

I960 Rome 

12th 

Conservative 

71h 

1st 

Conservative 

liberal 

1964^ Tokyo 

1968. Mexico . . - 

“ 10th . ... 

10ft 

CotVLah* 

Labour 

3rd 

Liberal 

1972 Munich 

iah 

Conservative 

4th _ . . . 

_■ Coalition.. 

1976 Montreal : 

13 th . 

Labour 

T 4th. . . 

. Labour. 

1980 Moscow 

9th 

Conservative 

11th 

Conservative 

1964 Lf» Angeles 

11th 

Conservative 

8th ' 

Coalition 

1988 Seoul 

12th 

Conservative 

10th. .. . 

Conservative . 

1992 Barcelona 

13th 

Conservative 

12th , 

Labour 

1996 Atlanta 

36th 

Conservative 

18th 

Conservative 



'QwmlflMeflon 


Stage. Only once has Britain 
actually topped the league, in 
1908 in London, when As¬ 
quith was Prime Minister. 
Four years later at Stockholm. 


Britain came in third when 
Asquith was stiff in charge. A 
quick tally of the Olympic 
successes of each political 
party puts the Liberals, rather 


than Labour, way out ahead. 
Since 1896. Britain has com¬ 
peted at the Olympics 14 times 
under a Tory government 
five times under Labour and 


twice under the Liberals. The 
Tories have an average finish¬ 
ing position of 11.92, Labour 
9.8 and the Liberals 2. But Dr 
Cunningham, the Shadow 


Heritage Secretary, was deter¬ 
mined to ensure that Labour 
now puts British athletes back 
on the map. 

“I would hope that, with 
coherent commitment within 
a decade, we could see Britain 
back among the top ten most 
successful nations at the 
Olympics," he said. 

Yesterday Labour’s plans 
won backing from Tessa San¬ 
derson, die javelin gold med¬ 
allist; Shaun Eduards, foe 
rugby league stan Brian 
Moore, foe former England 
rugby union player; and 
Brendan Foster, an Olympic 
bronze medallist at 10,000m. 
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ON A RANGE OF 


ZANUSSI 

1000 Spin Autowasher 

■ Variable wash time. 

■ Economy wash. 

■ Half load button. 

Model FL1085. Was £499.99. 


ZANUSSI 

1200 Spin 'ietsystem RSi* 
Autowasher 

■ Rinse sensor. 

■ Variable spin speed. 

■ Economy wash. 

Model FJ1296. Was £589.99. 

CURRYS PRICE 

£<49999 


CURRYS PRICE 


379 


99 





5AVE 


90 


LAUNDRY & REFRIGERATION 








ZANUSS1 1000 Spin Autowasher 

■ Hatttoid. pppHnuotiMma 

■ Economy option. Hnfll *1JA 

Msdirnm aulrvlMac 

Pnra EnJuding ETTtgl I OTTl* J3 

Thriwn £48939. B0T WWW 10 aamBUSS 


1000 Spin AuUwhmt 

Warn* 


ZANUSS1 1200 Spin AutDwatfwr 

Variable OKedJHm OMMSNKX 
Model FL1282- HM M4t% 
Was E513-99. Bjlllll ffllMttl 

buy mwnnr 10 olU “ IwA 


I When you buy any cooker or refrigeration product over 

| M B1 

INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER ffOO 

WHEN PURCHASED WITH A MASTERCARE COVERPLAN SERVICE AGREEMENT 


WASHER DRYERS 


ZANUSSI 

1000 Spin 
Washer Dryer 

■ Economy wash. 

N Wash 'n' dry 

Option. 

N Half load button. 

■ 27 programme 
combinations. 

Model WDT1085- 
Was £549.99. 

CURRYS PRICE 



TUMBLE DRYERS 

SAVE ns £ 110 






ZANUSSI 


111b TUmble 
Dryer 

2 temperature 
drying. 

Model TD513. 
Was £179.99. 





A nfl CURRYS PRICE 

*43399 £ i49i99 



COOKERS . 

60 TRADE-IN 







ZANUSSI 

1200 Spin Metsystem* 
Washer Dryer 
N Variable spin speed. 

N Wash *n' dry option. 

■ Super economy button. 
Model WDJ1294. 

Was £679.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 
12 MONTHS LATER 


CURRYS PRICE 



to. 






629 


199 




ZANUSSI 

111b Condenser Dryer 

■ Reverse tumble 
action. 

■ Automatic cool down 
system. 

■ Reversible door. 

■ Needs no venting. 
Model TC470. 

Was £409.99. 


I 
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ZANUSSI 

50cm Slot-in Dual 

Fuel Cooker 

■ Fan single electric 
oven and gas hob. 

■ Therma-glow fen 
electric oven. 

■ Gas hob with 4 
burners. 

■ Glass oven door in 
3 sizes. 

Model ZCM5000WH. 

Price-Excluding 

Trade-in £439.99. 

LARGER STORES ONLY 


TRADE-IN PRICE 






399 






SAVE 

110 


CURRYS PRICE 

£299.99 


>1 i ifc ftwda — r Pryar 

p. HH CUBRS MCE 

”l2j£399s9 


FRIDGES 

SAVE e80 


er~T- ~ —«i>tser 


ZANUSSI I ifcCondo M e r Pryy 

■ 3 heat settings. omtsmc 

■ Rnmexiloa I flfl 

■ Needs no vontingKill 1 C 1T1QQ 
Atadri TC4S0. 

W«s C4S9.99. BBV MM HOT W MONtHS UOBI 






DISHWASHERS 

SAVE eIOO 


antler 
travel eag 



BRITAIN’S 

BIGGEST 

ELECTRICAL 

STORE 






552 






ZANUSSI 

5.0 cu.fL Fridge 

■ Adjustable 
thermostat 

■ Reversible door. 

■ Coolcheck 
temperature guide. 

Model ZFC5Q/2. 

Was £239.99. 


CURRYS PRICE 

fl 59.99 


ZANUSSI SS «Jl La wler Fridge ZANUSSI MufLUntar Fridge 

■ OrMsApenw* |My9M fl*Hwn ■ automaticdtOott. ■WBM cuarrsMOE 

" mwmr guide. KffA f319<W 
ModelZFC5a/AL. IlitiNM" ModrlZFCB*. HmWIiU} 

Was £279 99. wr MOW rut ( MONO'S UOBI Wm £339.99. «BY MW t*X S MONTHS LFXBi 



Where a saving is claimed against a ‘was’ price the product has 
been offered fer sale by Currys at tin higher price for at least 
18 consecutive days prior to ttie promotion. 
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APPLIANCES 
AVAILABLE Wmi 


EXCLUSIVES 


’7.» f 7 ,-*! 1 • 


GUARANIES) 


l:v , ’-V ■ . ■■ 


*For exceptional value, look 
for the wide selection of 
superb models and otters 
eadushe to OSG Retail Ltd. 
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Combined delivery and 
imtaJlation on all Free¬ 
standing gas and dearie 
cookers (exdudes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stored. Installation 
by CORGI registered 

fn^iwciVi 

SAME DAT BHMME 


o 


Look out for the products 
in dependently tested and 


Most heirs a»e in stock 
ready to take away at once. 
VW w«1 be happy to cany 
your purchase to your car. 



: '10 Pi 


All Super s tores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday opening. Ring 0181-200 0200 for details of your nearest store. 

Written aedii quotefiore from Currys, Dept MK. Hand Hempsiead. Herts HP2 7TG. Currys are licensed craSt brokers. Ask in-slore for details. 



Currys Premier Advantage 
Account often Instant 
Credit and lets you take 
advantage of any credit 
offer in-store. 

See in-store for details. 
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Central Office risks voters* condemnation over intensify of personafeait^cks on Labour leader 

Telling fact from 
fiction in battle 

over old-age pay 

By Jill Sherman 


IF EVER evidence wercneed- 
ed that Tony Blair has got 
under the collective skin of the 
Tory party, yesterday after¬ 
noon’s Conservative press 
conference was it* Neva- in ■ 
recent history have such seri¬ 
ous personal charges been 
thrown at an Opposition lead¬ 
er as in 20 minutes at Central 
Office when Mr Blair was 
accused of lying no fewer than 
eight times. - 

Neil Kinnock was accused 
of a lot, but never outright 
lying. Michael Foot was far 
too harmless to the Tories to 
be treated in that way. 

Campaign-hardened jour¬ 
nalists listened with increas¬ 
ing fascination as the vitriol 
poured forth from Brian 
Mawhinney and Stephen 
DorreU. The party chairman 
said that Mr Blair had been 
telling lies about pensions, the 
NHS and VAT on food in a 
“cynical pre-programmed at¬ 
tempt to divert anenticn from 
Labour’s weaknesses”. 

Mr DorreU said of the 
Labour leader. “The more he 
parties die more he lies.” He 
had been telling “barefaced, 
despicable lies'*. 

: It was a bag gamble for the 
Tories, but one they had to 
take. All the evidence suggests 
that the public dislikes name- 
calling. The Conservatives 
knew they would be accused 
of desperation. Blit the alter¬ 
native. as Dr Mawhinney told 


abuse reached new depths pf rancour. 
PJbifip Webster explains why 


journalists, was to let Mr 
Blair's claims about the aboli¬ 
tion of the state pension pi 
unchallenged. 

The day had begun with 
both sides hurting horror 
stories at each other. The 
Prime Minister predicted an 
emergency Labour Budget to 
raise taxes and the Labour 
leader claimed the Tories 
would increase VAT and abol¬ 
ish the state pension. 

As the opening of the final 
week was marked by a violent 
outbreak of scare tactics. Mr 
Blair warned voters that they 
had a stark choice between a 
divided country or a new 
start. 

Kenneth Clarke and Mr 
Major claimed that people 
could face an extra £640 tax 
hike to finance Labour’s £12 
billion spending “black hole”. 
That was a smear. Mr Blair 
said. - - • - 

Of Mr Blair's assertion that 
a Conservative government 
would rob* millions of their 
state pensions. Mr Major said 
that was “absolutely scurri¬ 
lous. absolutely scurrilous”. 

For a time it seemed that 
the campaign had ground to 


an unpleasant snarling stale¬ 
mate. /But ‘ the afternoon’s 
events Kfted it to a raw level of 
persona? abuse 'and one 
which seems set to continue 
for hs final days. 

It was the supposition that 
journalists were treating their 
own claims on the Mack hole 
and labour claims on the 
pensions as equals that sent 
Tory strategists into orbit. 
They believe privately, with 
same justification, that while 
both may be impossible fully 
to sustain, the Labour charge 
that pensions are truly under 
threat cannot stand examina¬ 
tion. It was probably a pity 
that they had chosen yester¬ 
day to refocus on the “black 
hole", a “been there, done 
that" story in the eyes of most 
papers. 

With less titan a week to 
palling. Tory frustration and 
anger at what they see as the 
injustice of Mr Blair sailing 
smoothly through the election 
bailed over. 

There are hints from both 
sides that the pensions issue 
may be playing badly for the 
Conservatives. Given the 
widespread praise for the 


Clarke defies rebels 
over single currency 


ByPHiupWebster ; 

KENNETH CLARKE defent- 
fy raised the pro-European 
banner yesterdayby insisting 
that John Major would have 
no rbnicp but to stick Id his 
“negotiateand-deride” policy 
on the single currency if he 
won the^efectiop nattireefe. r. 
-> EuroSceptite * candi-'. 
dates iJBriSBiflbMiPqKessed^ 


spifedf ttibretiian 200ofthem •’ 
single currsky.- 
outnght, ,in. rantravehtioa 
fiie Jpartf; lusev It could iiot 
change &fter the deetian. One . 
candid^^saM - that Mr . 
Gafts'* *wh>''M been the 


to the Tories -fighting foe 
election on a pledge to save the - 
pound. ..." 

;The Conservative manifesto 
holds to the agreed “wait-and- 
see” line; refusing to oppose 
-Britain entering a single cur¬ 
rency in advance of negotia¬ 
tions in which Mr Major 
wants to play 'a full. role. On 
BBC Radio 4>. Today, Mr. 
Clarke was repeatedly asked 
about his own position in the 


John Major was urged by 
one of Britain's biggest 
companies to ignore Enro- 
scepfic demands to rule out 
entry into a single currency. 
Daring a visit to Siemens, 
the Goman multinational 
electronics; .group, Leww 
dim- 

Ufa, sauL* ‘We want a strong 

l^^^anric and " monetary 
mfibn off wh«4i-we are a 
part." A spokesman also 
said' foe social chapter 
“doesn’t make the slightest 
Trif of difference because 
ihis is nota sweat*op“. 


Bght of the likely presence in 
die next Parliament of large 
numbers of MPs who were 
committed opponents of Brit¬ 
ain joining a single currency. 

In remarks that upset foe 
Euroscept i cs. Mr Clarke said: 
“l don't believe the Prime 
Minister can possibly form a 
government other than on the 
manifesto put forward by the 
Cabinet and put before the 
British people at the general 
election.'’ Reminded that 233 


Conservative candidates had 
said in their election addresses 
that they were against Britain 
joining a single currency. Mr 
Clarke said they had also 
given a declaration that they 
supported government policy. 

The Chancellor is under¬ 
stood to have strong private 
reservations about some as¬ 
pects of foe Tory campaign, 
particularly the usf of the 
advertisement depicting Tony 
Blair sitting an the knee , of 
Helmut Kohl, the German 
Chancellor. 

Mr Clarke said the question 
of the 233 candidates was “a 
matter for whipping in foe 
next Parliament”. He added: 
“I am in tune with foe Conser¬ 
vative manifesto." He had 
been attending Council of 
Finance Ministers meetings 
on a monthly basis, he said. “1 
can oily say I am extremely 
glad that I didn't go to these 
negotiations with the whole 
thing cut and dried as far as 
the British are concerned be¬ 
fore we went there. I wouldn't 
have had the considerable 
influence on discussions that, 
with all modesty. 1 think 1 
have.” 


Please don’t stop me if 
you’ve heard it all before 


BEFORE ueartechnology the 
only way to get diese words 

into print utould have been to 
telephone foe copytakos at 
The Times, who in those days 
mostly consisted of men wear¬ 
ing carpet slippers and suck¬ 
ing-on pipes: -Abort Bye 
paragraphs into the dictation; 
they were Gable to utter foe 
words all reporters dreaded: 

“Is there modi more of this?” 

listening to Kenneth. 
Clarke, Michael Hesettme 
and odaerjumioanes on foe : 
radio ycstenday. l understood 
what toy behind foe exaspffl- 
atedtoncs of foe men who 
painstakin gly took down nty 
words. Indeed,.! was sorely 
tempted to ring up Mr 
HeseWne twi Talk Radio and 
ask him, yes, **** 

was much more of fotS- 
This election campaign is 
coming around for foe seco nd 
fene, like a summer repeat on 

irig now has surely been 
heard five weeks ago. 

Mr Hesdtme worked dP* 
great lather yesterday when 
bewas asked about foe tak¬ 
ing of Labour's campaign 


Gatwick 

to Miami 




mw 


PETER BARNARD 


“war book", which be said 
contained the most disgrace¬ 
ful lies. But he did not sound 
convincing, any more than 
other attempts to whip up a 
drama sound convincing. 
This is a bloodies campaign 

and more’s foe pity-. _ 

Past ejections have ottered 

defining moment^ real 

choices. At foe end of the last 

long period of Tory 
1064 Labour’s "13 wasted 
years” campaign, together 


Plus torn, one way 


rACT YOUR 
F Et AGENT 


initiative when it was un¬ 
veiled just before the election, 
the Conservatives are out¬ 
raged at what they see as 
Labour mispreseniation. 

They derided the best form 
of defence was attack, ac¬ 
knowledging the risk that 
they were giving the issue an 
even higher profile. Labour 
were last night threatening to 
change foeir plans and cam¬ 
paign on it agian today. 

The other purpose behind 
yesterda/S attack was foe 
knowledge that “Blair foe 
Movie", as last night's elec¬ 
tion broadcast about foe Lab¬ 
our lifter has been dubbed, 
was about to hit the screens. 

Enough had been written 
about it in advance for Cen¬ 
tral Office to suspect that a 
flattering portrayal of the 
“taw Blair” was about to 
surface. The “lie” exercise was 
clearly an attempt to puncture 
him. 

Earlier in the day Mr Blair, 
standing alone on the plat¬ 
form as he brought his new 
offensive to London, delivered 
an unscripted plea for voters 
not to underestimate the sire 
of the choice before them next 
week and the Implications of 
that choice. 

The Tories have given no¬ 
tice that they still believe then- 
best chance of a comeback is 
to wreck Mr Blair'S credibil¬ 
ity. It could be a nasty final 
week. 



Stephen DorreU, left and Brian Mawhinney 


TORY leaders yesterday re¬ 
jected Labour charges about 
their pension scheme, under 
which young people in their 
early twenties will he given £9 ■ 
a week rebate from their 
National Insurance contribu¬ 
tions to build up their own . 
private pension scheme. 

The Government win also 
transfer the 5 per cert of. 
earnings from Seips into new 
pension funds. Today's work¬ 
ers and pensioners would be 
unaffected by the scheme 
which would be phased in 
after 2001. 

The charge by Tony Blair 
that the Tories intend to 
abolish the state pension is 
not strictly true. Peter Ulky. 
the Social Security Secretary, 
made dear when he an¬ 
nounced his new Basic Pen¬ 
sion Plus scheme that the 
basic state pension would be 
protected, and uprated in line 
with inflation. 

Mr Lilley gave a commit¬ 
ment that the Government 
would guarantee the basic 
state pension if pensions 
funds did not produce an 
adequate income. 

Labour claims that the 
plans “open foe door to full 
privatisation of foe state pen¬ 
sion”. It insists that, if the 
pension funds go bust, there 
would be no money to guar¬ 
antee even foe basic state 


pension. Mr Blairt accusa¬ 
tion about. a shortfall in 
funding has more credibility. 
The Tories have admitted that 
their s cheme would cost £160 
million in foe first year, 
accumulating each year to a 
maximum of £7 billion by 
2040. but saving £40 billion in 
foe long term. 

They have not spelt out 
where foe money would come 
from in foe shoal term. They 
have admitted that the £7 bil¬ 
lion is net of foe income that 
would be raised by scrapping 
tax relief on pension contribu¬ 
tions, but they insist that the 
money will be raised by the 
equalisation of foe pension 
age to 65, raising £15 billion 
by 2025. 

Labour does nor accept the 
£15 billion figure, saying this 
was never built into the 
pension plans and that there 
is no cfote on when that 
income would accrue. In the 
early stages it seems plausible 
that taxes might have to go 
up, or certainly not go down, 
or spending cut. 

Mr Blair's charge that older 
people would be brought into 
the scheme is dubious and 
seems a tactic to play on ears 
of present pensioners. 

But the Tories have insisted 
that no existing pensioners 
and no one now in work 
would be affected. 


Sharps can 
find extra room in 






In a Class of its own 


„ h, taken by June 3<M> 1997. Sped*) 


with its promise of a modern¬ 
ist agenda, offered a theme 
that echoed down foe air¬ 
waves and imbued the elector¬ 
ate with genuine excitement. 

The current campaign is 
being fought in a circular 
arena and the armies are 
marching around its circum¬ 
ference, not towards each 
other but behind each other. 
Every Tory footprint is repli¬ 
cated by a Labour one in a 
political version of hopscotch: 
each side lands on foe same 
squares, concerned only to 
avoid foe cracks. 

Every leading politician 
has appeared on every net¬ 
work trying to convince us of 
two dungs that ought to be 
mutually exclusive: they are 
different from their oppo¬ 
nents but, don’t worry, noth¬ 
ing much will change. 

If this campaign were a 

radio network it would be 
Radio 4. The new Controller 
of that station, James Boyle, 
has promised change, but not 
very much change, and only 
introduced over several years. 
The putative next Controller 
of foe United Kingdom, Tony 
Blair, could hardly .have put it 
better. 

The comparison may sound 
a little unfair and it is unfair 
... to Radio 4. which has 
lately carried a genuine 
debate between two men with 
wry different agendas. 

Unfortunately these two 
men were not John Major 
and Tony Blaii; but the land- 
owner Simon Pemberton and 
the smallholder Eddie Grun- 
dy. The. most exciting set-to 
j since the election campaign 
< started was not on foe Today 
I programme or Election Call 
I but The Archers. 


If you want to find more room in your 
bedroom, talk to Sharps, the UK's No.J 
fitted bedroom specialist- All 84 bedroom 
styles and finishes are half price, plus this 
week only there’s an extra £150 off. 

So there’s never been a better time to 
maximise your bedroom storage space 
with Sharps. To find out more, visit your 
Local Sharps showroom today. 
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ADVENT 

150MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb EDO RAM. 1 . 2 Gb hard disk. 
Eight speed Multimedia. 1Mb 64 bit 
graphics. 16 bit stereo soundcard. 
Over £350 worth of software* 
including Windows *95 and Works. 
MODEL: 8150. 


6*86 IMHb Process*. 
16M> RAM. 2Cbhatd dsk. 




FREE 
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LOW PRICE 
PROMISE 

PERIPHERALS - 

SCANNER 


Scans in at up to 2400 
DPI resolution. High 
nualitv flat-bed colour 




We won't be beaten 

We promise that it you find ** same offer 
-railable at a lower prce in any other local 
retail sto/e withm 7 days at P 0 "**?* 
win refund the difference - guarart^ 
providing yw produce V^ 1 ^ 1 Jnd 
details d where you saw the otter. 
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Update your hard ctae »mn a i 
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Matrox Mystique 4Mb. 

Bring arcade quality 3-D 
action to your games.. Tne 
best in gaming graphics. 
Was £179. 


PORTABLES 
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MEMORY 

PRICE CRASH 


SAVEs£20 

Memory crash on Penpherique and 
Master Memory SIMM (4Mb, 8Mb 
and 16Mb RAM only). Save up to £20 
(Le. Master — 2?“ 

Memory 16MB EDO AA 

was£99 now£79.) fcl5FaW 


Iomega Zip Drive. 

Fast data storage and 
retrieval Available in 
internal or external setup. 
Choose from SCSI or parallel 
connection. Was £149. 
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MICROSOFT 
HOME ESSENTIALS 97 

Includes 5 superb products at one 
amazing price. With Microsoft Word 97, 
Microsoft 
Money 97, 
Microsoft 


OVER 1500 TITLES 
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133MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 
Eight speed multimedia. 

1 Mb PO Graphics. 
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256k cache 
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Hamilton under strain 
as safety slips away 

Charles Bremner sees Martin Bell’s effect on his rival’s campaign smile 


DELIGHT flashed on the 
races of Christine and Neil 
Hamilton when they were 
doing their shopping yester¬ 
day morning. Joy Austin, a 
local voter, had accosted them 
while the MPs pugnacious 
wife, dad in a dazzling candy- 
striped blazer, was loading 
her trolley in a Knutsford 
supermarket. “We reckon you 
are ten out of ten." Mrs Austin 
said. “You have stood by your 
man." 

The compliment was balm 
to the MPs spouse. “Do you 
know. I was described as ‘the 
wife from hell’ on die from 
page of the Daily Mirror ." she 
exclaimed. "Actually. I call her 



Hamilton: turned safe 
seat into Tory marginal 

my heavenly body." chipped 
in Mr Hamilton. 

The moment in the vegeta¬ 
ble aisle was relief for the 
parliamentary couple, whose 
13 years in one of the safest 
Tory seats have fallen under 
the shadow of sleaze and are 
threatened by Martin Bell. 
The media circus has left 
town, giving the Hamiltons 
what they say is their first 
chance to buy their groceries 
again and even joke about 
their notorious involvement 
with the shop owned by 
Mohamed Al Fayed. Chatting 
with- a pensioner, the MP 
spotted a Harrods receptacle 
in her hand. “1 don’t like your 
bag," he said. 

- Despite the rock-like sup¬ 
port of the loyalists whd run 


Tatton*s Tory machine. Mr 
Hamilton is struggling to keep 
up the campaign smile as he 
takes to the streets of Cheshire 
again. Two weeks since Mr 
Bell, a former BBC corres¬ 
pondent. bowled up to Tatton 
with his daughter and friends 
to wage what seemed a quixot¬ 
ic cause, his campaign is 
making an impact and Mr 
Hamilton, possessor of a 
22,000 majority in 1992. finds 
himself the defender of a 
marginal seat. 

Polls are showing a Bell 
lead and bookmakers are of¬ 
fering odds of five to six on 
borh candidates. Support for 
the white-suited man from the 
Beeb is risible in his white 
campaign ribbons and the 
stark white posters in gardens, 
windows and cars, embla¬ 
zoned simply with the name 
Bell in black. 

Still absorbing his crash 
course m politics, Mr Bell. 58, 
is coming to terms with the 
idea that he might actually 
win. “It's beginning to occur to 
me that a political career 
which 1 thought would last 48 
hours is maybe going to last 
four of five years." he said 
shaking his head as if in 
sorrow' at the prospect of 
victory. 

Evidence of Bell energy is 
his beehive of a campaign 
office. Some 30 volunteers 
were stuffing envelopes there 
yesterday and others were 
tapping at computers under 
the eyes of “Bell’s Belles", the 
team of young female workers 
headed by Kate Jones, his 
agent, and Melissa, his 23- 
yea r-old daughter, who is 
managing the campaign. 

Ms Jones, who is Mr Bell's 
book alitor from London, i 
acknowledged her inexperi¬ 
ence. "It’s a massive strain." 
she said. But they had been | 
getting good advice and were 
borne along by the enthusi¬ 
asm of an army of local 
volunteers, she said. 

One senior defector from the 
local Conservative organis¬ 
ation said the Bell campaign 
was “totally amateur" but that 
it did not matter because Mr 
Hamilton's standing, in his 
own party's opinion polls, was 



Belt now realises that a political career he expected 
to last 48 hours may continue for the next five years 


Ashdown starts 
whirlwind tour 


PADDY Ashdown urged 
Liberal Democrats to "go for 
victory" lasr night as he pre¬ 
pared for a dramatic change of 
campaign pace that will take 
him to more than 30 of his 
party’s key seats before polling 
day (Polly Newton writes). 
Speaking at a rally in Edin¬ 
burgh. Mr Ashdown drew 
inspiration from _ William 
Gladstone’s Midlothian cam¬ 
paign 118 years ago, and from 
Liberal Prime Minister David 
Uoyd George's call to “build a 
country fit for heroes”. 

Mr Ashdown said the 
Liberal Democrats had al¬ 
ready won the political argu¬ 
ments during the campatgn. 
“ln the next seven days, it is 
time to win the Mats. It is tune 
to go for victory." 

Mr Ashdown said it was the 
1879 campaign in Midlothian 
which brought the Liberals 
hack to power for Gladstone^ 
second government Glad¬ 
stone left Liverpool for Scot¬ 
land on November 24. and 
even before he ‘-Tossed the 
bonder had spoken at several 
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“a disaster". As Mr Hamilton 
was finishing his shopping 
yesterday. Mr Bell, less diffi¬ 
dent than before, was promis¬ 
ing at a coffee morning in The 
true-blue town of Alderley 
Edge that he was “entirely 
motivated and ready to serve 
you“. 

He has just produced a 
manifesto, in which he de¬ 
clares himself on other issues 
than Mr Hamilton, voicing a 
mildly sceptical view of the EU 
and refusing to bade a local 
campaign against a second 
runway at nearby Manchester 
airport. 

These issues are side issues 
to a feud entirely about per¬ 
sonality. Mr Bell, according to 
Mr Hamilton, is waging a 
“dishonest" campaign of 
"character assassination" 
against him. 

“They are fighting the dirti¬ 
est campaign I have ever seen 
in this country. It is all lies." he 
told a Bell sympathiser in a 
car park, apparently winning 
him over. 

The fact that ihe former 


railway stations. Over the nexr 
three weeks, he made at least 
one speech a day, more often 
two or three. Once he ad¬ 
dressed 20.000 people in 
Edinburgh. 

Mr Ashdown told his audi¬ 
ence: “Now, as then, the 
country is faced with a stark 
choice. Now. as then, it is time 
for a crusade." 

Last night, in a direct appeal 
to voters. Mr Ashdown ex¬ 
plained: “I mean that by 
sending a massive force of 
Liberal Democrat MPS to 
Westminster to fight for our 
schools and hospitals. it be¬ 
comes your victory. A victory 
for your children and grand¬ 
children. A victory for your 
schools and hospitals." 

Mr Ashdown said that 
people had told Him they 
feared a vote for the Liberal 
Democrats would be wasted. 
But. he said, anyone who 
wanted better health services 
and improvements to educ¬ 
tion would waste their vote by 
backing Labour or the 
Conservatives. 


minister could spend eight 
minutes pleading his case 
with the constituted testified 
to the desperate state of his 
campaign. His progress 
through the supermarket, ele¬ 
gantly turned out in tweed 
jacket and blue rosette, caused 
barely a flutter of interest. 
Weariness showed earlier 
when he appealed almost 
apologetically to a pensioners' 
gathering for their vote “in 
this rather odd election". 

One of Mr Hamilton's 
charges is that the BBC man 
has refused his invitations to 
have it out with him in person. 
“I rang him up ro fix a meeting 
but he never called back." 

Mr Bell accuses his adver¬ 
sary of trying to deluge him in 
lawsuits and refusing the 
chance to take part in a debate 
this week. 

Mr Hamilton said he de¬ 
clined because it included the 
eight other candidates, includ¬ 
ing such local “loonies’ as 
Miss Moneypenny*s Glamor¬ 
ous One Party and Lord Byro 
versus the Scallywag Tories. 
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Sophie Solomon, left, and Sophie Harrison check Martin Bell's election materials at his campaign office 


BUY A HOMEBASE 
FULLY FITTED KITCHEN. 



AND YOU COULD GET THIS 

■‘OOOODO** DO-ODOfj: QODdEtoobf" * -• 


Now here’s a simple, uncomplicated offer 
from Homebase. 

We’ll give you cash back when you buy a 
kitchen from our selected range of fully fitted 
kitchens. 


SPEND 

E2.500-E3.499 
"E3.500-24,499 
£4,500-27.499 
£7.500 AND OVER 


RECEIVE 

£150 CASHBACK 
£300 CASHBACK 
£450 CASHBACK 
£850 CASHBACK 


The table shows how much you get based 
on what you spend. 

Homebase fitted kitchens include profes¬ 
sional installation of all units and appliances 
in your home! 

BUY NOW- PAY LATER. NO DEPOSIT. PAY 
NOTHING FOR SIX MONTHS; 


HSNIIEI3ASIE 


SAINSBURVS HOUSE AND GARDEN CENTRES 


I FOR A FREE BROCHURE FREEPHONE 0800 300 321.1 

■ Please quote ref. T1M02C. j 

Openin') Urns Mon*,Friftytan - 9pm S*n*y Bam - I*m Sunday 10am - Stores in Scotland open 9am - ipm. Open*gta«rTiay^ 

nfej n# «a iw> toad M days at dfWwy jfey b U Of lake oedrt m b marths ^Kjfcftgi costing RIM. pay « 34 mrthfr repayments of E21S2? EM awagiirqMyaMe£7ri0Mg49S APRvaroMei. Offer ©p uss to tutu fitted krtdiere orty 
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18. Northern Ireland 


Struggle to solve an all-party problem 


M illions of British citi¬ 
zens have had their 
lives disrupted and 
headlines have been grabbed 
during this election ea/npaign 
because of one unresolved polit¬ 
ical problem. Thar problem has. 
however, scarcely featured in the 
speeches of potential Prime Min¬ 
isters and impinged at only the 
margins of political debate. The 
problem is Northern Ireland. 

Although Labour and the Con¬ 
servatives go into this election 
pledged to uphold the majority's 
wish to remain in the United 
Kingdom, neither party is seri¬ 
ously trying to secure representa¬ 
tion there. Tlte field is left to a 
variety of parties that exist only in 
Northern Ireland, and one, Sinn 
Fein, that organises throughout 
Ireland. Although all the parties 
have policies on everything from 
health to Osh farming, the divid¬ 
ing line between them is not left 
and right, but the border. Union¬ 
ists want to keep it. and the link 
with the rest of the UK. national¬ 
ists want it to go. 

Since the Conservative victory 
in 1979 the search fur a political 
solution, that is a constitutional 
dispensation for Northern Ire¬ 
land which will end the violence, 
has dominated government poli¬ 
cy. As well as trying to design an 
assembly, the Tories have tried to 
develop links with Dublin. The 
notable legacy of (his approach 
was the Anglo-Irish Agreement of 
I9S5. Although all these initia¬ 
tives were designed to undermine 
terrorism by showing that consti¬ 


tutional politics could work, the 
republican campaign of violence 
has continued unabated. 

The IRA has been fighting a 
“long war" in which it hoped to 
"sicken" the British State suffi¬ 
ciently tn encourage withdrawal. 
Throughout the Eighties the IRA 
increasingly switched to attack¬ 
ing economically significant 
mainland targets. Bombs such as 
those at Hatreds and that at the 
Baltic Exchange in the City in 
1992 were intended to send trem¬ 
ors tlirough the British establish¬ 
ment and encourage internat¬ 
ional pressure on the Govern¬ 
ment to come to an accommodat¬ 
ion with republicans. 

In the late Eighties, provoked 
by republican violence, and fear¬ 
ful that their position was under¬ 
mined by Anglo-Irish initiatives, 
loyalists within Unionist commu¬ 
nities began to intensify their own 
terror campaign, killing Catho¬ 
lics in republican areas to create 
an atmosphere of fear and an 
appetite for peace within those 
communities. These factors com¬ 
bined in the early Nineties with 
tile coming ro power of new 
Prime Ministers in the Republic 
of Ireland and in the United 
Kingdom to create an environ¬ 
ment propitious for a new peace 
initiative. 

The diplomatic efforts seemed 
to have worked when, in August 
1994. the IRA declared a cease¬ 
fire. Soon after, in October, the 
loyalists followed suit. Northern 
Ireland was at peace for the first 
time in 25 years. It was noi to last. 






mm m 


W’*! mA I 
iliPw : h 

!®iii 


jfUfigg mmimm 

[ j ]:^ j-fl? §|| 





Paramilitary shootings are just one symptom of an illness for which a cure has yet to be found 


CONSERVATIVES 


The Ulster peace process ab- 
| sorbed a great deal of the 
—^ energy of both the retiring 

Northern Ireland Secretary, 
/& Sir Patrick Mayhew. and 

"Xl John Major. Painstaking ne- 

j_ gotiators. they tried to balance 

offence to Unionist and na¬ 
tionalist sensibilities. The IRA ceasefire 
brought benefits to Ulster and its collapse, as 
well as a dwindling majority, bas inclined the 
Tories to a stance slightly more sympathetic to 
Unionist concerns. A re-elected Tory govern¬ 
ment would not. however, allow that signifi¬ 
cantly to impede moves that could secure a 
credible ceasefire. A Tory opposition aught 
assume an even more Unionist posture. 


Indeed, it is difficult lo see how it 
could have lasted. Republicans 
expected the ceasefire to lead 
quickly to all-party talks and a 
timetable for British withdrawal. 
Loyalists expected the Union's 
future to be assured. Their expec¬ 
tations were irreconcilable. 

When entry to talks was de¬ 
layed by demands from Union¬ 
ists that paramilitaries give up 


LABOUR 


Labour, under its Shadow 
Northern Ireland Secretary. 
Mo Mow,a “ 1 ’ moved 
away from its traditional na- 
J tionalist stance of Irish “ unity 

/ by consent” and now supports 

. _ bipartisan line that Ulster’s 

future should be decided by 
its people alone and the Government intends 
only to defend the democratic majority's 
decision. Labour bas been critical of die 
Government’s indulgent approach to Orange 
marches, and is likely to be more pro-active in 
anti-discrimination policies. May also show 
its openness to talks after an IRA ceasefire 
with gestures to the republican community 
such as an apology for Bloody Sunday. 


weapons before dialogue could 
begin, republican frustration 
grew. A commission, set up by 
US Senator George Mitchell to 
examine how decommissioning 
might be reached to the satisfac¬ 
tion of all, suggested using elec¬ 
tions to a peace forum as one 
bypass to talks. Republicans saw 
this nor so much as a route round 
one obstacle as die erection of 
another. In Februaty 199b, after 
18 months, the IRA ended its 
ceasefire with a bomb in 
London's Docklands. 

Since then the IRA has been 
responsible for a series of terror¬ 
ist attacks, but hand-in-hand 
with this military strategy Sinn 
Fein leaders have pursued a 
political programme, arguing 
that the more votes the parly gets 
the better placed it is to insist on 
entry to talks and also influence 
the IRA to call a ceasefire. 

Republicans have said that 
talks in which they have not been 
involved have achieved little, and 
it is true that, despite agreement 
in some areas between the SDLF 
and the Ulster Unionists, die 
attempt to agree a method of 
government for Northern Ireland 
acceptable to Unionists and na¬ 


tionalists has become bogged 
down in procedural detail. 

In an effort to break the 
deadlock Mo Mowlam, the Shad¬ 
ow Northern Ireland Secretary, 
suggested earlier this month that 
another IRA ceasefire could see 
Sinn Fein in talks by June. She 
was eluded for her words by Tory 
ministers and left expose d when 
the IRA appeared to respond by 
escalating its campaign; but her 
attempt to entice republicans into 
laying down their weapons was 
little different from past offers 
made by British and Irish 
ministers. 

The tangled history of talks 
aside. Northern Ireland has, like 
the rest of the United Kingdom, 
enjoyed gently rising prosperity 
over the past 18 years. While 
violence has been a brake on 
investment, successive secretaries 
of state have intervened vigorous¬ 
ly to attract and maintain 
employment. 

Northern Ireland’s level of 
unemployment, at about II per 
cent, is above the UK average but 
not perilously so. During the 
ceasefire, inward investment 
reached record levels, with £432 
million pledged and 4.&S9 jobs 


created. Since then, investment 
lias slowed but not evaporated. 

Northern Ireland, partly for 
security reasons and partly 
because of TroubJes-relared pov¬ 
erty. enjoys the highest level of 
per capita public spending within 
the UK. approximately one third 
higher than elsewhere. Housing 
has been improved, with the 
number of homes officially unfit 
for occupation cut by one third. 
Some of the UK's best social 
housing is in Nonhem Ireland 
and home ownership has risen 
from 52 to b6 per cent since 1979. 
Education remains predominant¬ 
ly segregated and selective, en¬ 
trenching sectarian outlooks but 
yielding impressive academic re¬ 
sults. The hospitals, for tragically 
obvious reasons, are some of 
Britain’s finest. 

Both main British political 
parties are committed to a joint 
approach to Northern Ireland. 
Although they differ on detail. 
Labour has so far refrained from 
explicit criticism of the Conserva¬ 
tives. Labour hopes that die 
Tories will extend it the same 
leeway if it gains office. 

Tests will come early. July will 
see the high point of the Unionist 
marching season, the bitterly 
contested exercise in asserting 
Unionist identity by ceremonial 
walks along traditional routes. 
For the past' two years, national¬ 
ists in Pbrtadown have objected 
to a Protestant march through 
their housing estate. Last year die 
marchers were penned beliind 
wire for four days before a 
campaign of wider civil disobedi¬ 
ence culminated in them being 
allowed to march. When it did, 
nationalist objecrers had to be 
beaten back. 

Tlte event was seen, as so many 
events are in Northern Ireland, to 
have great symbolic significance 
— proof that the British State 
would always bow io Unionist 
muscle. Others came to a more 
sombre conclusion; that violence, 
or the threat of violence, secures 
concessions in Northern Ireland. 
As long as that perception contin¬ 
ues. then so will the Troubles. 
Moving away from that dismal 
vision will be a pressing task for 
the next government, not just for 
the people of Nortliem Ireland 
who have suffered so much, bur 
also for the health of the entire 
United Kingdom. 


SPLP ' 

with Sinn Fein to evict 
Hume believes in ^ 

Adams to secure IRA ceasefire. SDLP IS 
pro-European and left of centre. 

[pEMQCRAT»cl^OWI§W 

Ulster s most hardline Unionist party, 
led by the Rev Ian Paisley. It grew out of 
a split in Unionism in the Seventies aod 
has its strongest following among nrtan 
presbvterians and small farraers. 
Broadly left-wing and popnlist on social 
issues, and fiercely Eurosceptic tbe 
DUP is happy to consider power- 
sharing within Ulster but consider 
formal (inks with Dublin anathema. 

|~ SINN FEIN 

A republican socialist party that believes 
in political and armed struggle to 
replace the regimes in London and 
Dublin. Its immediate goal is entry to 
all-party talks without preconditions as a 
prelude to negotiating the detaching of 
Ulster from the UK. Sinn Fein MPs 
would not sit io the Commons but would 
travel to Westminster to lobby. Broadly 
Marxist on social and economic issues. 

, j ULSTER UNIONIST 

Ulster’s largest party, led by David 
Trimble. Committed to maintaining 
Ulster's position within tbe UK but keen 
to see a form of administrative devolu¬ 
tion. Prepared to consider better rela¬ 
tions with Dublin hi a new Council of 
the British Isles. Ttying hard to appear 
unsectarian by promoting Catholic 
members. Conservative on social and 
economic issues. Solidly Eurosceptic 




A new Unionist party organised around 
tbe winner of the 1995 North Down by- 
election. Robert McCartney. Founded to 
offer a home for unambiguously pro- 
Union voters put off by the sectarian 
associations of the other major parties. 
Wants to see Ulster better integrated 
within the UK and elections contested on 
secular and socioeconomic grounds. 
Left-wing on social and economic issues. 


Moderate and non-sectarian party dedi¬ 
cated to powerebaring and dialogue 
and led fay Lord Alderdice. Emerged 
from split in Unionism in the Seventies. 
Broadly supports the Union, but be¬ 
lieves more most be done to make ft 
acceptable to nationalists. Allied with 
tbe Lib Dems. the party takes centrist 
position on most sod-economic issues 
and is enthusiastically pro-European. 
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Priced with your 
business in mind 

For the cost conscious, a Viglen Business PC represents outstanding value. 
The powerful Business PCI 50 costs just £849 fexc. VAT and delivery) and offers 
many essential business tools In a fast yet easy to use package. But there 
are many other reasons why a Vigten PC makes the perfect business partner. 
Combining state-of-the-art technology and manufactured to the highest possible 
standards in one of the most modem factories in the UK, Viglen business PCs are 
totally reliable. In an independent survey by PC Magazine, users voted Viglen top 
for system reliability. And every Viglen PC comes with lifetime technical telephone 
support to keep your business running smoothly. 5o you can see why nothing 

makes better economic sense than 
the Viglen Business PCI50. 



Business PCI 50 


Tee Business PCI50 provides performance 
ami features softaftfe to most tastoess 
applications. • CWemteT- ES&ecutwe (Compact 
Desktop), * total iSOMH; Pesbwn- processor 

♦ IfiW2» RAM ♦ 256* Cache ♦1.6GB Hart 
tone * 12 Spans CO ROM ♦ 1MB Fast PCI 
Craprtes ♦ fWs: 2 serai. 1 pan#* I PS/2 

♦ W Cotew Morttart ♦ Kortoart ♦ Microsoft* 
Mease ♦ Microsoft- Windows'55 

♦ MwawH* Worts- 


UPGRADE OPTIONS 

Fv coapWim wade to McnsMT 
Offce 9/ wf ta|t specitcrtnn 
ftefrirs PC ustg toe tetd ftrtrae* 
paces* tosum* teoaoteR 


New Traxam* Pain Relief Gel contains the powerful 
anti-inflammatory analgesic, felbinac. Widely prescribed by doctors to 
treat muscular aches, sprains, and backache. 

NOW AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRESCRIPTION 


our sSW. PAY 
WrCRSCHFMt 
| AVAR ABIE. 
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For more information or to place 
your order call 099039 39 39 

9am - 6pm Pwtiays 9 jb - tpn Saterta*. Calls rtarfid » N»t»Ul Rale 

fax Ol8l 758 708 p 
web http://www.vigien.co.uk 

Ylllv* Ueltad. Vlgln Hhh, Alpvrtn Leo*. Mportoa, Mlddla&u HAo ,DJL 


'£jsr2wn tteftfr prnewi atom k amiitte to priofe pentosan ufect B status, 
faeaf ojapfe ft pjjw* aJoUzbao ef PC onic* C849 tot Mr (£101120 «.M( VM], 
)0i dqcsfiM ttfl.52 isomdMwdfr X emAft pgyonots« 02 ««*= I79XI 
F*/ Seance iw £1596** rtf. «***»: to pj/wrt presefloo munxt is 

aeaJUUa b a K®o*i tmttt Ww, 




ASK YOUR PHARMACIST 

ACTIVE WGREDENT F&BJKAC-IRAK MARK 

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL 
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Scargill has found a rich seam of old Labour sentiment in South Wales, Valerie Elliott writes 


King Arthur rides south 
for joust with turncoat 


IT IS mast unusual to see 

Arthur Scargill without 
loudhailer. placard or mind¬ 
ers. It is even more unnerving 
to see him surrounded by 
grannies, gentle souls and 
pacifists who seem to make up 
the vanguard of his personal 
campaign against Tory- 
turned-Labour Alan Howaxth 
for Newport East. 

The familiar scow] has been 
replaced by an almost perma¬ 
nent smile. For the astonish¬ 
ing news from the South 
Wales battlefront is the recep¬ 
tion being given to the king of 
coaL Rumour has it that one of 
the country’s best-known 
Yorkshiremen is house-hunt¬ 
ing in the area. 

Even in Caldicnt, a desir¬ 
able commuter town for Bris¬ 
tol, Cardiff or Newport — It 
won the best kept town in 
Britain award two years ago 
and is miles from a coalpit — 
people were queuing up to 
shake his hand and to claim a 
Socialist Labour poster. 

There is no doubt with 
CaJdicor behaving in sue h a 
remarkable fasliion that the 




Tony Blair welcoming Alan Howarth at the House 
of Commons after his defection from the Tory party 


gloves are truly off in Newport 
East between old and new 
Labour. Traditional Labour 
voters yesterday seemed to be 
distinctly unimpressed by the 
man they refer to as a Tory 
turncoat. Alan Howarth, for¬ 
mer Tory minister, .won the 
selection for the safe Labour 
seat vacated by Roy Hughes. 
It is claimed that Mr Hughes 
was offered a peerage to make 
way for the new .Auour 
convert. 


Don Jones, a gas technician, 
was typical of a stream of 
shoppers greeting Arthur 
Scargill yesterday “I have no 
rime for Toiy traitors or any 
traitor." Donna Griffiths said: 
“We can’t vote for the Labour 
man. he walked the road. If he 
can do it to the Tories he could 
do it to us." 

Wynford Kerton. a former 
steelworker, said: "We cant 
have a Conservative Itere. 
You'd know what they would 


call him in the pit Arthur — a 
blackleg.” 

The miners’ leader and 
president of the Socialist Lab- 
oar Party replied: "That’s why 
Itn wearing red." 

His smile was in danger of 
becoming a rather self-satis¬ 
fied grin. But even Arthur 
Scargill was startled by the 
spontaneous displays of sup¬ 
port. Indeed, he was dearly so 
overwhelmed that he broke an 
official vow not to speak to T7>e 
Times: "This is exactly the 
reaction we are getting every-' 
where. It is pleasantly surpris¬ 
ing but I knew feelings would 
be running high here." 

He believes he is on very 
strong ground in bringing rhis 
personal battle to Newport. "If 
it wasn’t for Howarth 1 
wouldn't be here. 1 have no 
time for Tory defectors. Leop¬ 
ards never changed .their 
spots. He’S still a right-wing 
Tory.! was arrested twice here 
in the early Eighties trying to 
save the steelworks. What was 
Howarth doing? Voting to get 
rid of steel jobs here. He* also 
privatised water and gas and 
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Arthur Scargill in Caldkot, South Wales, yesterday during his personal crusade against Mr Howarth 


he’s in favour of privileged 
education” 

Mr Howarth has lost no 
time in establishing a base in 
Newport East, where he is 
defending a 9.899 Labour 
majority. 

Yesterday Patricia Con¬ 


stant, his secretary, said: "We 
think it is going very well 
indeed. As for a debate with 
Mr Scargill. well, he has not 
been in touch with our office. 
Wc did haw a request from 
the Tory’ David Evans for one 
date, but Alan was busy." 


Mr Scargill is determined 
that voters in Newport East 
will know the record of the 
official Labour candidate. 

Mr Scargiil's vitriolic attack 
on him in yesterday's edition 
of Tribune may be a taste of 
what is lo come. In the article 


he said: "New Labour has 
become Thatcherism's last 
best hope.. .what choice does 
this leave millions of voters 
who utterly despise old Con¬ 
servatives. Howarth included, 
for their many crimes over the 
last IS years?" 



Grant feels like 
an errant schoolboy . 

Millbank 
minders 
attacked 
by Grant 

By Daniel McGborv 

BERN1E GRANT' con¬ 
cedes that he feels as 
though he is being treated 
like a delinquent schoolboy 
by the head prefects at 
Mfllbarik Tower. Labour's 
election HQ- “They would 
prefer I stay locked up at 
home in Tottenham hut I 
tell them to get stuffed." 
Mr Grant, who is seeking 
re-election in the north 
London seat, said. 

The minders af Mill- 
bank would have had apo¬ 
plexy had they known that 
Bemie was meeting one of 
new Labour’s women can¬ 
didates to canvass at a 
Hare Krishna temple. 
"They probably thought I 
was going to teach her 
yogic flying." he chuckled. 

The Krishna temple at 
Letchmore Heath was 
where the Beatles wrote 
Sgr. Pepper and which 
George Harrison donated 
ro the Hindu community.- 
Mr Grant hummed 
Beaties songs while he 
waited for Beth Kelly, the 
local candidate, and learnt 
from the monks that they 
have no truck with what 
you might expect would be 
their first choice: the Natu¬ 
ral Law Party. 

"Too flaky," Bimal 
Krishna Das, secretary of 
the Temple, said. “We are 
like most other communi¬ 
ties who are concerned 
about who will fund our 
schools.” Mr Grant had 
supported the ■_ temple 
when locals derided it as a 

hippy drugs den that was 
blighting their property 
and engaged the religious 
community in a ten-year 
planning dispute. 

Over lunch, Mr Grant 
promised funding for their 
school and help to reclaim 
Hindu art "looted by 
British museums". The 
lady from new Labour 
gulped, worried that her 
spell in the Blair sect might 

be over before it begins. 




Gun lobby 
says don’t 
vote Tory 

Campaigners for a ban on 
die possession of handguns 
have urged the public not to 
vote Conservative. The Gun 
Control Network said that 
the Tories had the worst 
record on opposing a hand¬ 
gun ban and that only 6 per 
cent of tbdr candidates had 
responded to a questionnaire 
on fighter fi rearms laws, 
com pa red with 30 per cent 
for Labour and liberal Dem- 
ocrats. and 55 per cent of I 
SNP and Pladd Cymru candi¬ 
dates. 

It found that 29 per cent of 
Tories who responded sup¬ 
ported a total ban, compared 
wife 100 per cent of SNP. 97 
per-cent Labour, 93 per cent 
Plaid Cymru. andB6 per cent 
liberalDemocrats. 

■ Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, said later 
that the Tories had given fee 
country some of foe toughest 
gun laws in fee world. 

Changing sides 

The \daughter of Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home, Tory Prime 
Minister 1963-64. has dis¬ 
closed feat she intends to vote 
Liberal Democrat Lady 
Meric! Darby, 57, has been a 
lifelong Tory supporter but 
has decided to switch sides 
since her father's death 18 
months ago. She said that Lib 
Dem policies on fee environ¬ 
ment had won her vote. 

65-seat victoiy 

A 65-seat majority for Labour 
has been predicted by Colin 1 
Railings and Michael 
Thrasher of fee Local Gov¬ 
ernment Chronicle Elections 
Centre at Plymouth Univer¬ 
sity. Their forecast is based 
on a survey of 20,000 votes 
cast in 12 local government 
byelections since March 17, 
when John Major asked for a 
dissolution of Parliament. 

Lamont apology 

Norman Lamont accepted a 
public apology over a report 
in The Yorfafcire Evening 
Press that be was one of a 
number of MPs accused of 
takin g "cash sweetenera"- 
Mr Lamont the Conservative 
candidate for Harrogate, 
also received an apology at 
fee High Court from Harro¬ 
gate liberal Democrats, who 
used fee story in a leaflet. 

Action men 

The manufacturers of Action 
Man have dressed fee dolls 
to look like the leaders of fee 
political parties. Two modris 
of each doll have been made 
and will be auctioned as a set 
for charity. Apart from the 
I feree main party leaders 
feere are versions of sereaip- 
| mg Lord Sutch and Sir 
James Goldsmith, and a 
Sindy doll Cherie Blair. 


fflfan She- 
sy in the 
Kenneth 
d, Virginia 
South, Ste- 
hael Hes- 
Mldlands, 
i the Bet, 
Wales, 
win Blrm- 
rescott in 
, Roche in 




Harman, Glenda Jackson in 
the east Midlands, Frank 
Dobson in London. 

Liberal Democrats Paddy 
Ashdown in the South West 
Referendum Party: Sir 
jamas Goldsmith in Maid¬ 
stone. 

On screen 

Election brtwdcasts: Tory 
Party: HV 6.55pnJBBG1 
9 .50bm, BBC2 ip^Op™. 2 
ifSpifr, British Nsjond 
Partr GS 5.25pm, BBC1 
6.5s£m. BBC2 11.30pm, 04 
12.10am. 
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The UFE , PENSIONS AND INVESTMENT industry has 
been through a period of unprecedented turmoil. 

„ Yet, at Scottish Widows, that didn't 
L stop us producing our second successive 
rise in new business figures. Or from 
positioning ourselves more strongly 
than 


In 1995 wc added £1,00.5 
million of new business across 
the life, pensions and investment 
markets - an increase of 44% on 
the previous year. 

In 1996 we improved on 
thar with £1,175 million of new 
money - up a further 17%. 

Our vision is “To be 
recognised as the best high- 

S tlity provider of investment, 
ension and life assurance 
roducts" But we saw clearly 
hat to achieve that decisive 
iction was needed. 

The result? Apart 
from the fact that we now- 
look alter over 2 million 
people, have assets under 
management of over 124 
billion* and an extremely 
sound financial strength 
rating - ratified by both the 
leading rating agencies... 




We’ve looked critically at our cost base and 
made savings equivalent to over £40 million per 
annum - in fact over one third of bur costs, excluding 
commission. And we’ve taken steps to make sure 
things stay that way. - 

Wc were able to ensure that the real rate of 
return on investors' money was significant last year. 
On a 20 year endowment policy based on a premium 
of £50 a month, for example, the actual payout as 
a result of the bonus declaration represented a yield 
of 13%. This compares to a corresponding average 
rate of increase in the Retail Price Index of just 5.1%. 

We’re now working with other market leaders 
- Roval Bank of Scotland, Direct Line and Tesco - to 
increase business opportunities and decrease costs 
through economics of scale. 

And, of course it's a fundamental part of our 
business to continue to offer an up to the moment 
range of services and products to our customers 
however they wish to buy - cither through Independent 
Financial Advisers or direct. 

So who reaps the dividends of a company 
determined to anticipate and respond to change, 
and with the will to push down costs and drive up 
service? Without shareholders, the benefits How 
through in the form of higher honus declarations 
and improved product pricing for our customers 
and members. 

And our outlook for the future? We’ll continue 
to work harder to offer better value products and 
services. For everyone's mutual benefit. 

SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


Looking good for your money i 

ljrilr*C taSBpE ^ if vou'd tike a copy of the Scottish IVi do us' Annual Review please call 0345 678910, < 

Ms AT tORMJUBl’KorhlllON YOUk l Alls HI SCO I USHttlliiMSMAY HI RU«»IU»M>OK I’ll Y*l N» iTI THAI’ FAST PFRftiRMWl’i Is NOT’NFlTiVitKILt \ UUIIiL TO «UTURI IMRl (IRMANl’l 

IKM.1M) HY scoriisil WllJOtts I UNI> YNIi till ASSlIR.N'K’r sncil-TY. KIV.Ul ATM) BY T1U W-ksUNAI INY fc> I MINT AU CHURt'IT 










16 ELECTION 97 


THE TIMES FRIDAY APRIL 251997 


Mayhew is in the height of good humour 


Life is sweet for Sir Patrick. Soon to shed 
the cares of office, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary was full of fizz on a visit to a 
sherbet factory, writes Damian Whitworth 


WHOEVER wins the election 
something of the stature of the 
House of Commons will be 
diminished. TTie decision of 
Sir Patrick Mayhew to retire 
deprives the lower house of 
one of its tallest members. 
The Upper House meanwhile 
will gain a 6ft 4in joker. 

The Northern Ireland Sec¬ 
retary is learning to enjoy 
himself again. Too often the 
cares of office have been seen 
to weigh heavily on his ursine 
frame. And in public Sir 
Patrick, who is descended 
from an aristocratic Anglo- 
Irish Protestant family on his 
mother’s side and also claims 
a connection with Edmund 
Burke, appeared lofty in man¬ 
ner as well as size. His 
harshest critics have 
described him as pompous, a 
bit of a stuffed shirt 

Now with the end in sight, 
for both his career in high 
office and for the dwindling 
band of patrician politicians 
among whom he and Doug¬ 
las Hurd have been pre¬ 
eminent he is liberated. 
Yesterday on a visit to a sweet 
factory he was a hoot. 

Sir Patrick was in Colches¬ 
ter to help out the Tory 
candidate, an earnest chap 
called Stephan Shakespeare 
who got rather petulant when 
photographers asked him to 
get out of shot Sir Patrick 


went to change into the regu¬ 
lation white coat and cap. He 
emerged looking like a polar 
bear bursting out of his skin 
and surveyed the similarly 
dad journalists and senior 
sweet makers. “Mountain 
trips with tbe Finnish army,'* 
he declared and shambled 
ahead into the factory. 

The factory's chief business 
is manufacturing various 
types of mint and the air was 
thick with the smell of men¬ 
thol. “Apparently very few 
people get colds in here," 
observed Sir Patrick. Then 
appropos nothing: "Why are 
you all of average height?" No 
one knew what to say. 

“f went round the Fisher¬ 
man’s Friends factory in 
Blackpool the other day.” he 
continued. "They really do 
dean the system out" 

Sir Patrick, 67, took delight 
in everything. “Oooh! look at 
these,” he said as his eye 
alighted on little lollipops 
spinning round on a round¬ 
about and whizzing off down 
chutes. He was like a 
naughty schoolboy who had 
just broken up for the sum¬ 
mer hols. One half-expected 
him to start cramming treats 
into his pockets as soon as he 
thought no one was looking. 

He had a little difficulty 
biting the end off a Sherbert 
Fountain. “Oooh! I haven’t 
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Sound bite: the Northern Ireland Secretary takes on a sherbet fountain and wins. U I haven't had these since 1 was ten. They seem to be chewier now," he explained 


had these since I was ten. 
They seem to be chewier 
now." A bit of wrapper stuck 
to his chin. A senior sweetie- 
maker offered to divest him of 
the Sherbert Fountain but Sir 
Patrick was having none of it. 
“No, I’ll hold onto this, thank 
you," he said, and kept it far 


the rest of the tour. 

But under interrogation the 
truth came out Was he a 
sweetie man? “Not really,” he 
whispered, smirking as if had 
put a mouse in the teacher's 
drawer. What about choco¬ 
late? “Oh yes, l do enjoy a bit 
of chocolate." 


He found a fragile-looking 
seat and sat down, causing it 
to creak alarmingly. "Do you 
think I’ll break it" he asked, 
bumping heavily up and 
down. "I am really enjoying 
electioneering. It is a welcome 
change from Northern Ire¬ 
land and the more sedate 


things I have to do. But you 
have to be something of an 
exhibitionist. Montgomery 
said that in order to be a good 
general you have to be a bit of 
a cad. i am a bit of a cad.” 

Because he no longer has a 
constituency to defend Sir 
Patrick has dedicated himself 


to a hectic schedule of cam¬ 
paigning all over the country. 
But he has popped in to help 
Archie Norman, the boss of 
Asda who is the Tory candi¬ 
date hoping to fill his shoes in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

“I have a bit of patter 1 use 
on the doosteps. I said, ‘I am 


campaigning for my friend 
Archie Norman, 1 have great 
hopes that he will be better 
than his predecessor.' One 
woman just said, T should 
hope so. too’ and marched on 
grimly leaving me glaring 
after her. My wife said it 
served me right." 
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Europhile blossoms amid 
laburnums and cherries 


Master's 

courses 

1997 . 

An OU master's degree is ideal 
whether you want to study to 
develop your career or fulfil 
personal interests. Research 
degrees are also available. 

You'll find more about all the 
subjects listed below in our 
‘Higher Degrees' brochure. 


1997/8 courses. 


Hoamritfes 

• MAai Humanities 

• MAm literature 

- MA in History 

• MA in F\jpular Culture 

Mathematics 
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Management 

• MBA 

Technology 

Man a ge m ent 

• MBA (Tochnotogy 
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- MA in Education 

• MA in Open and Distance 
Education 

• Doctorate in Education 
Social Sciences 

- MA in Cultural and Media 
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• MA in Environment, 

Policy and Society 

- MA in Social Research 
Methods 

• MA in Social Sciences 
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Research Methods 
Science 

• MSc in Science 
Co mp u ting and 
Manufact u ring 

• MSc to Computing for 
Co mm erce and tntio&fry 

• MSc in Manufact u ri n g; 
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AFTER a diet of television 
soaps, it comes as a shock to 
discover that parts of York¬ 
shire really are Lost Of The 
Summer Wine country. Nid- 
denial e, in the constituency of 
Skipton & Riporx, is like Em- 
merdcde, without tbe lesbi¬ 
ans. t was with the Tory can¬ 
didate. former Agriculture 
Minister, now Environment 
Minister, and unrepentant 
pro-European, David Curry. 
He spells his surname with a 
“y". and has a T-shirt saying 
“no relation”. 

It comes as a shock, too, to 
discover just how Tory Toty 
Yorkshire is. Mr Curry's ma¬ 
jority hovers around 19,000 
“Mine is one of England's 
biggest constituencies, some 
70 miles long,” he told me. “At 
one end, I meet William 
Hague on a moor in the 
middle of a flock of sheep. At 
the other, I meet Norman 
LamonL on the edge of Har- 
rogate, among the laburnums 
and flowering cherries." 

Neither the laburnums, the 
flowering cherries, the sheep, 
nor, it seemed, the voters. 



David Curry is 
everything the new 
breed of Brussels- 
baiting bower-boy Tory 
Englanders hate. But 
Matthew Parris came 
away impressed 


were displaying much interest 
in new Labour. Once you left 
the city of York, everyone 
seemed rock-solid Conserva¬ 
tive, with the exception of one 
Labour lady — a persecuted 
minority under siege in a tree 
nursery, protesting: "I’m fair¬ 
ly red — but very green." 

Only a smattering of 
Liberal Democrat posters, 
and a letter Mr Curry showed 
me from a constituent, sound¬ 
ed any note of rebellion. The 
letter read: “Dear Mr Curry, I 
have always voted Conserva¬ 
tive, but never again. In the 
old days we knew what Con¬ 
servatives stood for the rich to 
get richer, and the poor to get 
poorer. But not any longer 


...” Mr Cuny had proposed: 
“Meet me at The Greyhound 
in KillingbalL just after Nor¬ 
man Lamont's posters stop 
and mine begin. You can’t 
miss his posters. The colour 
has run. In mine, it hasn't" 
He was right Mr Uunonrt 
posters are magenta on pur¬ 
ple. and at the edge of his 
Harrogate and Knaresbor- 
ough constituency boundary 
stands a huge sign: “NOR¬ 
MAN IAMONT SAYS 
KEEP THE POUND". Mr 
Curry’s posters are blue with 
a hint of orange. 

He is everything our new 
breed of Brussels-baiting 
bower-boy Tory Englanders 
hate. His wife is French, and 


a sculptress. His chairman 
has a Dutch accent He drives 
a Volvo. “My carrots are 
Early Nantes. My strawber¬ 
ries are Els^ve,” he says to me 
in the Daleside Nurseries. 
“We’re going straight to 
France after the election, fora 
holiday.” Mr Curry then held 
forth to the Daleside propri¬ 
etor on the single currency, 
while 1 took notes. “Write, 
'nurseries’,” said the propri¬ 
etor to me, “not ’garden 
centre'. We don’t have a coffee 
shop or anything silly like 
that here.” 

Mr Curry told me: “Some 
people around here beDeve 
the US Air Force base at Men- 
with used to store sub¬ 
marines.” His constituency is 
land-lockecL “There seem to 
be logistical problems. Were 
war to be declared, the River 
Nickf would need to be in full 
spate." 

He asked the nursery’s pro¬ 
prietor whether there was 
anything they needed. “Rain.” 

“Well, given the state of the 
perils, I promise you rain," 
said Mr Curry. And we 
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David Cuny at Daleside Nurseries in Kfliinghail: “My strawberries are Elseve” 


A BETTER MORTGAGE DEAL 

4.79% (4.9% APR) 


moved on to Farmhouse Pre¬ 
serves, where Mr Curry was 
presented with a jar of lemon 
curd and a warm promise of 
support Then off to Fringill 
Farm Foods where Mr Curry 
heard grumbles about BSE. 
He nodded in sympathy. 
“Good Cbarrolais was strug- 
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gling to get (18 at Ripon 
yesterday" 

“Oh," said the fellow, im¬ 
pressed. “I see you know 
about these things.” Never in 
my life have I heard anyone 
in fanning concede that a 
politician knew about these 
things. 1, loo, was impressed. 


If Mr Cuny remains as im¬ 
pressive on agriculture, his 
hold on this tiny semi-autono¬ 
mous haven of pro-Europea n- 
ism will remain unchall¬ 
enged. 

As we drove off, it began to 
rain. Another vote for Mr 
Curry at Daleside Nurseries. 
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University education aid training 
open to a» aduka. 


THE BBC'S EXPERTS 
GUIDE YOU THROUGH 
THE ISSUES 


With less than a week to go until the Election, cut 
your way through the blizzard of rhetoric with the 
BBC News General Election Guide. 

Written by 24 of the BBC's top journalists including: 

• JOHN HUMPHRYS 
• PETER SNOW 

• DAVID DIMBLEBY 
• ROBIN OAKLEY 

it is the only impartial guide to the essential issues. 

Priced at £SL99, it is available from all good bookshops. 
Or call 0181-307 4103 far further information. 
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Russians have a bone to pick over dinosaur remains in Britain 

From Richard Beestom frrf m _ .^ . . . 


From Richard Bestow 

in MOSCOW 

THE normally respectable world of 
palaeontology has been split by a dispute 

^ y ^f" n J uss “ in ^ British scientists 
for custody of a unique collection of 
Jurassie-era dinosaur remains. 

h.riL55!®f clw ^aeontotogical Insti- 
tute yesterday accused Bristol Univereitv 

°!_borrowing nine samples of 

pterosaunis flying reptiles, and refusing 
to return them to their Russian owners. 

The row, which has echoes of a similar 
dispuiem America over a collection of 
tsanst treasures now in Washington, has 


led to accusations on both sides that 
scientists want to use the valuable 
dinosaur remains for financial profit. 

Igor Novikov, the deputy director of 
the institute, said that the collection was 
loaned to Bristol in 1993 under a one-year 
study arrangement that was extended by 
another year. “At the end of this period 
we requested that the collection be 
returned to its home in Moscow, hut 
Bristol has repeatedly ignored our nu¬ 
merous requests.' he said. “It has become 
increasingly dear that the university 
wants to hold on to the collection as long 
as possible to maintain its funding from 
public and private grams." But Don 


Carleton. the Bristol University spokes¬ 
man. dismissed the allegations as non¬ 
sense. He said that the pterosaurus 
specimens were borrowed from Moscow 
under a collaborative project sponsored 
by the Royal Society and with the co¬ 
operation of the Russians. 

“We did borrow the specimens for 
scientific research in collaboration with 
the Russians, whose scientists are here in 
Bristol working on this project as 1 
speak." he said. "The work has been 
extended but wc expect it to be completed 
within a year. When the research is 
finished, everything will be returned to 
Russia." Dr David Unwin, a Royal 


Society research fellow who set up the 
collaborative Anglo-Russian project in¬ 
sisted that die agreement with Moscow 
was “open-ended”, but hinted that the 
collection would be far better off remain¬ 
ing outside Russia for the time being. 

The Moscow Palaeontological Insti¬ 
tute; oner a prestigious part of the Soviet 
scientific establishment, has been hit by 
Russia's economic turmoils and valuable 
dinosaur remains have been stolen and 
sold on the black market Three years 
ago, a 245-million-year-old dinosaur 
skull was stolen from the museum, sold 
to a German fossil collector for £550 and 
resurfaced in the State Museum for 


Natural History in Stungan It was 
returned to Moscow after Interpol traced 
its whereabouts. The collection in Bristol 
is particularly rare because few of the 
delicate bones of flying reptiles have been 
recovered inlacL 

Dr Unwin, who spent two years 
working in Moscow at the institute, said 
that the Stuttgart case was not isolated. 
He maintained that the illicit traffic in 
dinosaur fossils was still going on and 
that he has traced missing exhibits to 
collectors in Japan. 

“They Jthe directors) make their money 
by selling their collections to rather 
nefarious individuals.” Dr Unwin told 
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Ex-Soviet states and 
China sign deal on 
frontier troop cuts 


From Robin Lodge in Moscow 
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THE Presidents of Russia. 
China and the Cemrol Asian 
republics of Kazakhstan. 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 
signed an agreement in Mos¬ 
cow yesterday to limit troop 
levels in their border regions. 

The deal is designed to 
create a zone of stability along 
the 4,500-mile former Sino- 
Soviet frontier. It marks a 
significant improvement in 
relations between China and 
its neighbours since the break¬ 
up of the Soviet Union 
brought an end to the rivalries 
between the world’s biggest 
communist powers. Rap¬ 
prochement between Moscow 
and Beijing was already under 
way in the perestroika era of 
Mikhail Gorbachev in the late 
1980s, after a period of hostil¬ 
ity that came to a head with 
border clashes in 1969. 

At the signing ceremony in 
the Kremlin, after talks with 
President Jiang Zemin of Chi¬ 
na. President Yeltsin said that 
the agreement would boost 
mutual confidence between 
the live countries and he 
expressed the hope that other 
countries' in the Asia-Pacific 
region would follow its exam¬ 
ple. The ceremony was also 
attended by President Nazar¬ 
bayev of Kazakhstan. Presi¬ 
dent Akayev 'of Kyrgyzstan, 
and President Rakhraonov of - 
Tajikistan. - y.- . 

The agreement srfs a strict 
limit eh the number of .ground. 
troops, tactical air force and 
anti-aircraft personnel de¬ 
ployed by all the countries. 


concerned in a 60-mile zone 
either side of China* border 
with the former Soviet repub¬ 
lics. But if does not cover 
strategic air defence or rocket 
forces. 

According to Russian de¬ 
fence sources, the accord pro¬ 
vides for Russia and the 
Central Asian republics to 
keep 3.900 ranks in the border 
zone, all but )00 of these being 
provided by Russia. China 
would also be allowed the 
same number. 

But the sources, quoted by 
Interfax news agency, said 
that ihe agreement would noi 
involve troop withdrawals on 
the Russian side, as the per¬ 
mitted numbers already ex¬ 
ceeded the forces deployed in 
the region. China was also 
already well within the new 
quotas. 

The agreement is seen as 
part of Moscow's efforts to 
forge closer links with its 
Asian neighbours to provide a 
counter-balance to Nato’s ex¬ 
pansion into Eastern Europe. 
But Russian and Chinese offi¬ 
cials have emphasised that 
neither country is looking to 
rebuild the close Sino-Soviet 
alliance of the 1950s. 

In a separate development. 
Mr Yeltsin yesterday appealed 
to young Russians to take a 
more active role in. the coun¬ 
try* political life. In his week-. ■ 
ly radfc address to the nation. ' 
•the -President lot*. -.Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, the Prime 
Minister, to task for failing to 
bring more young people into. 


the Government and use their 
energy and ideas. “We are 
simply afraid of promoting the 
young. Yes we are. Viktor 
Stepanovich. But don't worry: 
they are not trying to step into 
your shoes," he said. 

President Yeltsin reminded 
his listeners that he was 66 
and hoped tn hand over to a 
younger person when he 
stepped down at the end of his 
term in three years’ time 

One candidate widely 
tipped for the succession is 
Boris Nemtsov, the 37-year- 
old former Governor of 
Nizhny Novgorod, who was 
promoted by Mr Yeltsin to 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Finance Minister in a 
Cabinet reshuffle last month. 
Yesterdsay he increased Mr 
Nemtsov* powers by appoint¬ 
ing him Fuel and Energy 
Minister in addition to his 
other posts. 

□ Aide move: Russia formal¬ 
ly applied yesterday to Polish 
authorities for the extradition 
of a former adviser to Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin wanted on suspi¬ 
cion of corruption. Sergei 
Stankevich. a former Deputy 
Mayor of Moscow, was ar¬ 
rested in Warsaw last week 
during routine traffic control. 

Mr Stankevich. who alleg¬ 
edly pocketed £6million, in 
1992 faraufoorising a classical 
concert and baHet in -Red 
Square; .fled to America in 
1995. It was not dearwhat he 
was doing in Warsaw. Poland 
and Russia have a convention 
on judicial assistance. (AFP) 



Presidents Akayev, left Nazarbayev, Jiang Zemin. Yeltsin and Rakhmonov at the Kremlin yesterday 

Kremlin spies break Cold War record 


Frankfurt There are more Russian spies 
operating in Germany now than during 
the Cold War, according to a government 
report unveiled in Bonn last night 
(Deborah Collcutt writes). . 

Germany attracts more agents than 
any other European country and experts 
estimate that the actual number of 
Russian moles "probably stretches into 
the thousands’ 1 , said a senior counter¬ 
intelligence officer. 

In a report by the Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution, secret 
service officers concluded that Moscow’s 
spies were operating- more openly than 
ever before but their targeis had changed 
since die fall of communism. “Before they 
were mainly engaged in observing and 
monitoring military developments, now 


they are interested in German telecom¬ 
munication Technology and in the com¬ 
puters we use." said a spokesman. 

“The spies are required to deliver both 
files and information so that their country 
can keep abreast of all the latest 
technological advances in the West" 
Further fields of interest are Nate's 
expansion to the east, Bonn’s Eastern bloc 
policy and the Middle East peace process. 

According to the report. President 
Yeltsin is said to have personally ordered 
the extra deployment of spies to Germany 
and other West European countries, 
though this has been strongly denied by 
Moscow. The report claims that Moscow 
is now at the centre of the spying 
operation and all agents are recruited, 
rigorously trained, dispatched and moni¬ 


tored from there. German intelligence 
officers believe that personal contact is 
kept to a minimum and the moles receive 
their information and orders via coded 
short-wave radio messages. Highly sensi¬ 
tive material, money and support infor¬ 
mation are delivered to disguised hiding 
places. 

The intelligence service has established 
that ethnic Germans living in Russia and 
high-ranking former KGB staff are 
favoured for operations in Germany. It 
has also identified a rise in the number erf 
relatives of staff on Moscow’s secret 
service team -working - at the Russian 
Embassy in Bonn and holding diplomatic 
posts here. Spies are infiltrating industry 
in the guise of trainees and managers in 
German businesses. 


the Moscow Times. “For the last few 
years a very dirty trade has been going 
on. with the directors of the institute 
selling the museum’s collections to fossil 
collectors." 

Mr Novikov said that he was “deeply 
insulted” by the allegations. "Like any 
museum we have problems of funding 
and theft. When items go missing we 
report them to the police, and in one case 
the stolen property was returned." 

For the time being, the institute in 
Moscow is not considering legal action io 
get its property back but will continue to 
appeal to the authorities in Bristol to 
return the collection. 


Protests as 
Serbs jail 
Bosnian 
Muslims 

From Reiter 
in Sarajevo 

A BOSNIAN SERB court 
jailed seven Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims yesterday after a murder 
trial which the international 
community labelled a "traves¬ 
ty" and a “farce". 

Despite international criti¬ 
cism, the court in Zvomik 
imposed 20-year jail terms on 
three men accused of mur¬ 
dering four Serbs and sen¬ 
tenced the other four to one 
year each for illegal posses¬ 
sion of firearms. 

The court denied the defen¬ 
dants the right to be repre¬ 
sented by lawyers from the 
Muslim-Croat Federation 
and appointed Serb lawyers 
who had just five minutes to 
present their defence. The 
court stopped short of pass¬ 
ing death penalties the prose¬ 
cution had demanded. 

The Muslims claimed to be 
survivors of wartime massa¬ 
cres in the Muslim enclave of 
Srebrenica. The trial foiled to 
produce conclusive evidence 
that the seven were guilty of 
die crimes they were charged 
with, a UN spokesman said. 
□ Zagreb: A Croatian court 
found General Momcilo 
Perisic. the Yugoslav Army’s 
Chief of Staff, guilty of war 
crimes yesterday for shelling 
a Croatian town in 199) and 
sentenced him hi absentia to 
20 years’ prison. 

The general was one of 19 
army officers tried in absen¬ 
tia this week. Five other ex- 
officers were given 20 years 
in prison. The rest were given 
terms ranging from ten to 14 
years. They were accused of 
shelling the coastal town of 
Zadar in Wit. (AFP) 





f Bj Prison for 

anti-Jewish 
skinheads 

From Adam Sage 

IN'PARIS 

POUR skinheads were yes¬ 
terday imprisoned after 
being found guilty of dese¬ 
crating tombs at a Jewish 
cemetery in southern France. 
■ . Olivier . Fimbry, 29. and 
Patrick Laonegra. 31, were 
jailed for two years, and 
.Bertrand Nouveau. 29, and 
Yannick Gamier, 27, for 20 
months. 

, The judgment in Mar¬ 
seilles dosed one of the most 
highly charged affairs in 
recent French history. It has 
'given rise to seven years of 
outrage, demonstrations and 
political intrigue. 

. When the Jewish commun- 
*. .x j, ity in Carpentras found the 
----- *fy body of Felix Germon ex- 
. ■ homed and 34 other tombs 

damaged at its local cemetery 
in May 1990, France reacted 
with horror. 

The ghost' of the Vichy 
regime, which collaborated 
with the Nazis during the 
Second World War. hung 
over the country. The late 
President Mitterrand led sev* 
era! thousand on a protest 
inarch targeted at the at- 
treme-right National Front 
i Although two' years is the 
maximum sentence for dese¬ 
cration -under, French law, 
members of the Jewish com¬ 
munity were last night angry 
at the punishment given to 
tile four defendants; saying if 
'is a fight sentence for one of 
the most shocking French 
crimes this decade. 


fi, 


M 




Businessmen attack 
German parties for 
tax talks deadlock 

From Deborah Collcutt in frankfurt 

THE leaders of foe German 
Government and Opposition 
have been bitterly criticised by 
industrialists and economists 
for the collapse of cross-party 
talks on reforms to the com¬ 
plex tax system which may 
have to be delayed for a year. 

The Christian Democrat 
and Free Democrat coalition 
and the opposition Social 
Democrats were accused of 
jeopardising economic recov¬ 
ery by political intransigence. 

The failure to reach agreement 
has prompted analysts to 
question Bonn’s ability to con¬ 
tain borrowing to qualify for 
the start of eoonomic and 
monetary union in 1999. 

Fresident Herzog made a 
rare political intervention yes¬ 
terday and appealed to the 



Herzog: appealed for 
cut In unemployment 


politicians to help to reduce 
unemployment, currently at a 
postwar record 4.48 million. 

"We must act now instead of 
just talking." he said, after foe 
talks on a plan by Theo 
Waigel. foe Finance Minister, 
to cut £JL5 billion in taxes. 

The Chambers of Industry 
and Commerce called the 
breakdown in talks "a shock 
for foe investment economy" 
and the daily business news¬ 
paper Handeslblflti said: 
"The goings-on in Bonn will 
frighten off all foreign inves¬ 
tors: it is proof again of foe 
country’s inability to refonri 
itself." Dieter Vesper, of a 
leading German eoonomic in¬ 
s-brute. said it was "poison for 
foe economy" and cast doubt 
on foe Governments ability to 
meet its 1997 growth forecast 
of 2.5 per cerm. 

D Rome: Iraly was yesterday 
smarting from a blow to its 
national pride after the Euro¬ 
pean Commission's assess¬ 
ment that foe Italian economy 
will fail to meet the criteria for 
membership of the single cur¬ 
rency in 1999 (Richard Owen 
writes). 

La Repubblica spoke of a 
"slap in the face by Europe". It 
said Brussels dearly did not 
have faith in the efforts of the 
centre-left Government to cut 
foe budget deficit since it took 
office nearly a year ago. 

Letters, page 21 


Vatican’s 
blessing on 
‘no sex’ gays 

From Richard Owen 

IN ROME 

HOMOSEXUALS can be 
good Roman Catholics and 
even candidates for sainthood, 
provided they repent and opt 
for “friendship" rather than 
engaging in sex, according to 
foe Vatican. 

The statement, which marks 
a softening in the Vatican line, 
came in an article by Jean 
Louis Brogues, a leading theo¬ 
logian. in /'Osservaforc Roma¬ 
no. the Vatican newspaper. 
"In the Vatican’s terms this is 
an overture to lesbians and 
gays." said La Repubblica. 

“It amounts to saying that, if 
they repent, refrain from mak¬ 
ing love, mortify the tempta¬ 
tions of the flesh and pray, 
contrite homosexuals wilt 
after all be gathered into foe 
Kingdom of Heaven." 

Vatican officials said homo¬ 
sexuality was still regarded by 
the hierarchy as a “disorder". 
But despite foe conservative 
views of the Pope, there are 
signs of a liberal wind blow¬ 
ing. Last month a new Vatican 
handbook for priests said 
couples who admined in the 
confessional they had used 
contraceptives should he treat¬ 
ed with “mercy, discretion and 
respect”. 

Arrigay, the Italian gay and 
lesbian organisation, said the 
Vatican letter had little to offer 
and assumed that all homo¬ 
sexuals were promiscuous. 
Francesco Griltini. its leader, 
said it was “cruel to deny gays 
foe right to love and be loved". 
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18 OVERSEAS NEWS 


McVeigh ‘wanted to see 
blood on streets of US’ 


TIMOTHY McVEIGH blew 
up a federal building in Okla¬ 
homa City to show his hatred 
for the Government and see 
"blood flow on the streets of 
America", a Denver jury 
heard yesterday. 

In his opening statement. 
Joseph Harder, the chief 
prosecution lawyer, said: "The 
truck was there to impose the 
will of Timothy McVeigh on 
the rest of America and to do 
so ... by murdering innocent 
men. women and dtildren in 
hopes of seeing blood flow on 
the streets of America ... they 
were in a building owned by a 
government that Timothy 
McVeigh so hated that with 
premeditated intent ... he 
chose to take their innocent 
lives." 

Mr Hartzler said he would 
later produce evidence that 
would enable the jury to 
"know the twisted motive be¬ 
hind this deadly offence" 

The opening arguments in 
the trial of Mr McVeigh. 29. 
accused of the worst terrorist 
attack in American history, 
were to be fallowed by video¬ 
tape of the explosion at 9.02am 
on April 19. 1995. Testimony 
by prosecution witnesses yes¬ 
terday was expected to give 
detailed descriptions of inju¬ 
ries to mare than 500 people 
sprayed by debris and post¬ 
mortem examinations carried 
out on the 16S dead, including 
19 children. 

Earlier, survivors and rela¬ 
tives of the dead were warned 
that testimony would include 
the most graphic and chilling 
evidence of the crime. Pres- 


The prosecution hopes that presenting 
lurid details of die Oklahoma bombing 
will compensate for the gaps in its case, 
Tom Rhodes reports from Denver 







McVeigh: withdrew to 
murky world of militias 


sure cm the prosecution to 
obtain the conviction of Mr 
McVeigh and Terry Nichols, 
42, to be tried later, has 
mounted since the start of jury 
selection this month. . 

With a jury finally in place 
and evidence ready far presen¬ 
tation yesterday, opinion polls 
suggest that at least S3 per cent 
of Americans believe Mr Mc¬ 
Veigh is guilty. But the burden 
on the prosecution has grown 
heavier by the day. 

Months ago, the Govern¬ 


ment decided it had no witness 
who could place Mr McVeigh 
in Oklahoma City on the day 
of the bombing. Many local 
people say they saw more than 
one person and more than one 
yellow rental van. the vehicle 
used to transport 2,0001b of 
fertiliser to the site. 

Last week, the Justice De¬ 
partment released a damning 
report about the FBI forensic 
laboratory which specifically 
criticised work done at the 
bombed Alfred P. Murrah fed¬ 
eral building in Oklahoma. 
The strategy of the Govern¬ 
ment is therefore to shock the 
jury with the weight of the 
crime before focusing on Mr 
McVeigh’s motives. 

Disaffected with the United 
States Army after the Gulf 
War and his failure to join the 
elite Green Berets, he with¬ 
drew into the murky world of 
militias and guns in Michigan 
and Arizona. Prosecution law¬ 
yers will claim that the bomb¬ 
ing was in retaliation for the 
50 adults and 25 children 
killed on the final day of the 
standoff between government 
agents - and the Branch 
Da vidian cult in Waco, Texas, 
two years to the day before the 
Oklahoma bombing. 

They are also expected to 
allege that the attack was 


Judge in cowboy boots will 
keep tight rein on his court 



Matsch: tyrannical 


Denver He sees himself as a 
hybrid of Napoleon aod Gen¬ 
eral Patton and has made it 
dear who will be (he master of 
his Denver courtroom 
throughout the trials of those 
accused in America's worst 
act of terrorism (Torn Rhodes 
writes). Judge ^ Richard 
Matsdi. however, is also con¬ 
sidered one of the best trial 
lawyers in the United States. 

This tough but traditional 
Western lawman yesterday 
took centre stage in the trial of 
Timothy McVeigh. A diminu¬ 
tive figure with bushy mous¬ 
tache peeping from his pallid 
face, Mr Matsch, 67. has 


made no secret of his intent 
since he first stalked into the 
wood-panelled court robed 
and wearing the cowboy 
boots that have become a 
personal trademark. He re¬ 
moved the Seal of the United 
States and all other symbols 
of government that might 
offer echoes of the Alfred 
Murrah building, devastated 
on April 19.1995. He is one of 
only 13 out of 800 judges in 
America described as “tyran¬ 
nical'' in the Almanac of the 
Federal Judiciary. 
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modelled on a fictional inci¬ 
dent described in a white 
supremacist novel. The Tur¬ 
ner Diaries . a book Mr 
McVeigh allegedly sold at gun 
shows and a copy of which 
was found in his car when he 
was arrested outside Oklaho¬ 
ma City 90 minutes after the 
explosion. 

It is believed that Jennifer 
McVeigh, the defendant’s sis¬ 
ter. will testily that her brother 
saw die book as a means of 
retaliation against the Gov¬ 
ernment after Waco, in the 
coming weeks. Mr Ha rtzler 
and his team will also present 
the testimony of some 20.000 
witnesses, the FBI studies of 
500 hours of videotape and the 
conclusion of a 22-month 
investigation. 

The physical evidence 
against Mr McVeigh, includ¬ 
ing explosive residue found on 
his clothes and fingerprints 
discovered on a receipt for the 
purchase of forty 501b bags of 
ammonium nitrate fertiliser, 
appears overwhelming. 

Coupled with the testimony 
of Michael Fortier, an army 
colleague who claims he 
"cased the joint" with Mr 
McVeigh in late 1994. and the 
publication of numerous al¬ 
leged confessions by the defen¬ 
dant. the prosecution is hop¬ 
ing to defy defence allegations 
of a wider conspiracy and for¬ 
ensic incompetence by the 
FBI. Linda Jones, a British 
forensic and explosives expert 
who has worked on numerous 
IRA bombings, is expected to 
provide a critical independent 
analysis of the FBI data to 
prove its validity. 

But the case for the prosecu¬ 
tion cannot rest easily. The 
Government is seeking the 
death penalty against Mr Mc¬ 
Veigh for die murders of four 
Secret Service Agents: a Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
agent an employee of the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and two 
Customs Service agents. 

In recent months. Stephen 
Jones, the chief defence law¬ 
yer, has woven an intricate 
tapestry of conspiracy around 
the case, alleging the involve¬ 
ment of the IRA. the Iraqi 
Government and two white 
supremacists. Andreas Srrass- 
meir. a German, and Dennis 
Mahon, former leader of the 
White Aryan Resistance. Mr 
Jones will claim that Mr 
McVeigh was wily tangential¬ 
ly associated with the crime, if 
at all. 
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Cult leader 
‘tried to halt 
gas attack’ 




:7^, I 4Tl' ---. - V a - 


Tokyo: The trial of Shako 
Asahara. leader of the Aum 
Shinrikyo cult, veered into 
farce yesterday when he gave 
evidence in broken English 
and rambled about the out¬ 
break of the Third World War 
(Robert Whymant writes). 

Mr Asahara said that.'he 
tried to talk two disciples oqt 
of staging the sarin attack an 
the Tokyo underground on 
March 2a 1995, in which12 
people died. . 



Algerians killed' 

Paris: Muslim terrorists 
hacked to death 42 people, 
including 17 women and three 
babies, this week in the latest 
of a series of massacres in the 
village or Omaria, 'south of 
Algiers. 




Sofia choice 



Sofia: The anti-Communist 
coalition that triumphed in 
last week’s election named its 
leader. Ivan Kostov. to be 
Prime Minister and to tackle 
Bulgaria's chronic economic 
and crime problems. (AP) 




Transplant hope 
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Tokyo: The lower house of 
parliament passed a Bill that 
will let heart patients receive 
transplants. Until now, the 
only hope for people suffering 
potentially fatal conditions 
has been to go abroad. (AP) 


The 1,600-year-old carving of Buddha, which Afghan hardliners want to destroy 


Strikers injured 


Buddhists condemn Taleban 
over threat to blow up statue 


UDe: Four Renault workers 
were injured when strikers 
from tile doomed Vflvoorde 
plant in Belgium clashed with 
police here. About 300 work¬ 
ers had come to see to Pierre 
Mauroy, the Mayor. (Reuter) 


By Christopher Thomas, south asia correspondent 


THE Buddhist world is out¬ 
raged at a threat by Taleban. 
the extremist Islamic militia 
in Afghanistan, to blow up a 
colossal 1,600-year-old statue 
of the Buddha carved out of a 
sandstone cliff on the andent 
Silk Route. 

The statue. Afghanistan's 
greatest archaeological trea¬ 
sure. is protected by a rival 
Sftia Muslim faction that 
controls the site m the 
Bamiyan Valley, at the heart 
of the Hindu Kush mountains 
in central Afghanistan. A 
Taleban commander said that 


if he captured the area he 
would destroy the 180ft monu¬ 
ment. the world's tallest carv¬ 
ing of the Buddha in a 
standing pose. Another small¬ 
er statue of the Buddha, 
carved about the same time, is 
also threatened. 

The carvings were a tourist 
and pflgrimage site before the 
start of rivil war in the 1970s. 
Chinese pilgrims reported as 
late as the 8th century an 
"abundance" of priests and 
temples in the Bamiyan Val¬ 
ley. before Islam became the 
dominant faith. The Bamiyan 


site was constructed by mis¬ 
sionaries and pilgrims dur¬ 
ing a revival of Buddhism in 
India in the 3rd and 4th 
centuries. 

Sri Lanka said destruction 
of the site would be a “treach¬ 
erous act" from which the 
entire Buddhist world would 
suffer. The state-owned Daily 
News quoted Lakshin an 
Jayakody. the Cultural and 
Religious Affairs Minister, as 
saying: “I hope sanity will 
prevail ” Hindu organisa¬ 
tions in India have also 
expressed shock. 


Belgian quizzed 

Brussels: Belgian police were 
questioning a man over ai 
series of murders in which the 
severed remains of up to six 
women, wrapped in bin bags, 
were found scattered, in the 
southern city of Mons. . 


SS charges kept 

Rome: A court refused -a 


request by the city’s Jews for 
charges against Erich Priebke, 
the former SS officer, to be 
changed to genocide over the 
massacre in 1944 of 335 
civilians. (AP) 
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jvugue states see 
cruise missile as 
weapon of choice’ 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent, and Ian Brodie in Washington 
CRUISE missiles could be¬ 


come the favourite weapon of 
rogue states, creating a “major 
security challenge” for the 
West, the International Insti¬ 
tute for Strategic Studies, an 
authoritative London-based 
body, said yesterday.' 

It added that acquiring bal¬ 
listic missiles was more diffi¬ 
cult for developing countries 
because of strict international 
missile, technology. controls. 
The West was also devoting 
considerable, resources to de¬ 
fending against the ballistic 
missile threat 

But, the institute said,' land- 
attack cruise missiles were 
easier to develop and were not 
covered by the restrictions on 
the export of ballistic missile 
systems under the Missile 
Technology Control Regime 
established in 1987; - 

In its annual Strategic Sur¬ 
vey, the institute said that only 
a dozen countries had . land- 
attack cruise missiles ap¬ 
proaching foe quality of the 
American Tomahawk, be¬ 
cause tight controls had pre¬ 
vented the spread of the highly 
accurate guidance equipment 
they previously required. 

However, me report con¬ 
tinued, “a stark new reality is 
changing the missile prolifera¬ 
tion chall enge: military break¬ 
throughs are- increasingly 
resulting from commercial 
rather than secret military 
research”. New commercial 
technologies included cheap 
guidance devices based on the 



Helms: chemical treaty 
would be "ineffective" 

US satellite global-positioning 
system. The report said: “New 
guidance and navigation tech¬ 
nology for cruise missiles of¬ 
fers substantially more accur¬ 
ate delivery and costs substan¬ 
tially less than far more 
complex, export-controlled, 
ballistic missile guidance 
systems." 

Cruise missiles were also a 
. “better platform for effective 
dispersal' of chemical and 
biological agents". The killing 
area for a biological agent 
delivered by-cruise missile 
could be “at least ten times 
greater than that delivered by 
- a ballistic missile". 

In Washington yesterday. 
Bob Dole unexpectedly joined 
President Clinton in bis fight 
for Senate approval of a global 
treaty banning the use of 
poison gas. He had until last 


year single-handedly blocked 
the treaty. He was at die time 
still leader of the Senate 
Republicans and preparing to 
challenge Mr Clinton fin the 

presidency. 

But now. in a hastily ar¬ 
ranged appearance at the 
White House, Mr Dole said 
that he had changed his mind. 
A series of 28 steps taken to 
clarify the treaty had, over¬ 
come Ms earlier concerns, 
although it was still not per¬ 
fect; Mr Dote saicL. But he 
would have voted for it were 
he still in the Senate because 
there were now adequate safe¬ 
guards to protect America’s 
interests. 

The White House hopes dial 
Mr Dole’s about-face will 
influence recalcitrant Repubti- ‘ 
can senators who were to vote 
early today. At issue was the 
Chemical Weapons Conven¬ 
tion. signed four years ago by 
164 nations and already rati¬ 
fied by 74, Including Britain. It 
takes effect next Tuesday. 

The treaty's opponents in 
Washington were led by Jesse 
Helms, conservative chair¬ 
man of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. . who 
said that with such rogue 
nations as Libya, North Korea 
and Iraq refusing to sign, the 
treaty would be ineffective m 
controlling those most likely to 
engage in chemical warfare. 
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An Iraqi helicopter pilot operating in the no-fly zone en route to Saudi Arabia, in 
defiance of a US warning about punitive action, to pick up pilgrims from die haj 


Ali’s silence voices need for 
Parkinson’s research funds 


Fujimori basks 
in backing 
for Lima attack 

By Gabrielia Gam ini, south America correspondent 


From Ian Brodie in Washington 



Court in Hesse clears 
mother of murders 


Boetidfien^aocxicsed. 
husband of fcflUng 


Frankfort: A German mother, 
imprisoned 11 years ago for 
the murder of her two daugh¬ 
ters, has been cleared on 
appeal by the state court in 
. Hesse, which yesterday ruled 
there was insufficient evidence 
to send her back to jail 
(Deborah CoIIaitt writes). 

Monika ' Boettcher, 39. 
known by her married name. 

. Weirrtar, to' the public which 
has avidly followed the case; 
fled to England last year when 
she was freed on appeal. Frau 


Boettcher, who broke down in 
court yesterday, accuses her 
husband of kilting their child¬ 
ren because he was jealous 
about her affair with an 
American soldier. 

The prosecution, which is 
due to appeal against the 
ruling, claims that she stran¬ 
gled the girls, aged five -and 
seven, whose bodies were 
found near the family home in 
Hesse, because they stood in 
the way of her plans to marry 
her lover. 


MUHAMMAD ALI made a 
memorable plea cm Capitol 
HOI without uttering a word. 

The former world heavy¬ 
weight boxing champion ap¬ 
peared before a House 
subcommittee to promote new 
research into Parkinson's dis¬ 
ease. ofwhich he is a victim. 
Committee members invited 
him to speak. He leaned 
towards the microphone at 
the witness table, his hands 
trembling from his illness. 

Bui Ms wife Lonnie, sealed 
at his side, spoke instead. 
“The feet that I'm the one 
speaking to you and not 
Muhammad is one of the 
principal r^sons we're here," 
she explained. Parkinson's 


had robbed him of his ability 
to talk dearly. “I’m sure you 
all remember Muhammad’s 
pre-Parkinson days when he 
moved millions with his vi¬ 
brant voice and poetic expres¬ 
sion.” she said. 

’ AIL 55, was diagnosed with 
Parkinson^ in 1984 but only 
in toe post two years has he 
pubtidy supported research. 
Before that he had not want 
ed to draw attention to his 
disability, said his wife, who 
has known him since they 
were growing up in Louis¬ 
ville. Kentucky. His mote 
half-hour in Congress drew 
more attention than hours of 
speeches and reams of re¬ 
ports. Once outside, he 


mugged as of old for the 
cameras, signed autographs 
and delivered mock punches 
at fans with a wink and a grin. 

All's wife explained that he 
still talks to her all the time at 
home, but because of his 
disability he will not speak in 
public again. Though unwill¬ 
ing to talk, it was apparent be 
knew what going on around 
him and. as The Washington 
Post observed, he said every¬ 
thing he needed to without 
saying a word. 

Ali was appearing in sup¬ 
port of two Bills that would 
give the National Institutes 
for Health $100 million (£61 
million) for research on Par¬ 
kinson's disease next year. • 


OPINION polls showing huge 
public approval for the storm¬ 
ing of the Japanese Ambassa¬ 
dor's residence in Lima 
confirmed the Timely personal 
triumph for President Fuj¬ 
imori, which he will use to 
strengthen his political future. 

The polls shewed that 86 per 
cent of Peruvians backed the 
surprise military operation, 
which claimed the life of one 
hostage, foe 14 Tupac Amaru 
guerrillas, who had occupied 
toe residence, and two sol¬ 
diers. His personal rating also 
shor up to 67 per cent. Two 
days before the assault, back¬ 
ing for Senor Fujimori tum¬ 
bled to 38 per cent, its lowest 
level since his election in 1990. 

Senor Fujimori is making 
the most of his renewed popu¬ 
larity. Yesterday he toured the 
slums of the capital and told 
the crowds: “You see 1 will 
protect you from the terrorist 
threat. Peru will not be at the 
mercy of terrorism and I mean 
to fight it with an iron fist. 1 
will make this into a better 
and safer place to live.’' 

Peruvian television yester¬ 
day also showed the President 
walking among the bodies of 
the slain rebels and having his 
picture taken standing by toe 
bullet-riddled remains of Nes¬ 
tor Cerpa Carrol ini, the leader 
of the Tupac Amaru Revolu¬ 
tionary Movement guerrillas. 

Japan, which had not been 
keen on a military solution, 
congratulated the President 
for his actions. Yukihiko Ike- 
da, toe Foreign Minister, arri¬ 
ved in Lima yesterday and 
there was talk of Japan offer¬ 
ing more aid to Peru. 

Senor Fbjimori is trying to 
make constitutional amend¬ 
ments that will allow for his 
re-election in 2000. He will 
almost certainly use this latest 
rise in popularity to generate 
support for toe move. 

However, there are growing 
worries over the “militarisa¬ 
tion” of toe Government and 
the President's increasing reli¬ 
ance on the backing of the 
military and his authoritarian 
style. “All decisions in Peru 
are made by Fujimori, who 
surrounds himself with sinis¬ 
ter figures from toe armed 
forces and intelligence ser¬ 
vices." said Ricardo Letts, an 
opposition politician. Human 
rights organisations say there 
are suspicions that the com¬ 


mandos who raided the resi¬ 
dence shot dead unarmed 
guerrillas. 

“We want to know why it 
was necessary to kilt them all 
and why the bodies are still in 
the hands of the military." 
said the spokesman of one 
group in Lima. “We have 
accounts which say that the 
two teenage women among 
the rebel group where shot 
and beaten as they tried to 
surrender.” 

The families of the dead 
rebels yesterday queued out¬ 
side the Red Cross offices in 
Lima to demand that the 
bodies be handed over to 
them. “They killed toe guerril¬ 
las like animals in a slaughter 
house. We want to give them a 
decent burial and yet we do 
not know what has happened 
to them,” said toe mother of 
one of toe teenage rebels. 

Guerrillas 
vow to take 
revenge 

THE Tupac Amaru Revolu¬ 
tionary Movement (MRTA) 
has issued a warning that it 
will carry out “reprisals” for 
the commando raid, in which 
14 ofits guerrillas died, and it 
has vowed to continue its 
armed struggle against soda] 
injustice in Pern (Gabrielia 
fi amini writes).. 

“Our comrades gave their 
lives for what they believed 
and did not turn their guns 
on toe hostages when toe 
military invaded toe Japa¬ 
nese residence.” said Isaac 
Vdazco, the rebels’ spokes¬ 
man in Germany. “We have 
suffered military defeat, but 
haw shown that Peru is ruled 
by a cruel, dictatorial 
Government” 

The rebel organisation has 
its own Internet page and is 
known to collect funds 
through offices set up in 
European rides. The Marxist 
guerrillas invaded the Japa¬ 
nese Ambassador's residence 
in Lima on December 17 to 
demand the release of 458 
comrades held in Peruvian 
jails. Victor Campos Polay, 
toe groups founder, Is held 
in an underground ceD in a 
naval base outside Lima. 
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‘Guilt is a pointless emotion 


'ft 


It was more 
than 30 years 
ago that John 
Schlesinger’s 
sister 
committed 
suicide, but 
the director is 
still suffering 


L ast night's cinema 
premiere of John 
Schlesinger's film 
Cold Comfort Farm. 
already a success in America, 
was as usual, a charity affair. 
The starry sendoff far Stella 
Gibbons’s comic classic was in 
aid of Befrienders Internation¬ 
al. the worldwide organisation 
that rescues the suicidal. 

The link with Schlesinger is 
personal, since his youngesr 
sister, the actress Susan 
Maryott, committed suicide in 
IQoJ. She had starred in Peter 
Hall's first Stratford season, 
but fell hopelessly in love with 
a married playwright. The 
affair ended, but when he was 
dying of a virulent cancer, his 
wife allowed Sue to sit at his 
bedside and nurse him. Three 
weeks after his funeral, Sue 
took an overdose of barbitu¬ 
rates. leaving a note saying 
she was going to join her lover. 
She was just 30. 

Could anyone have known 
what would happen? John was 
away on holiday in Italy: he 
had "asked her to come, too, to 
cheer her up. but she declined. 

“Guilt is a pointless emotion, 
but iris something we suffer 
from," Schlesinger says. ‘You 
ask yourself, if only 1 hadn't 
gone away at that moment, if 
only I’d been more forceful in 
making her come with us ... 
I’m sure all of us in the family 
asked those questions." 

The Schlesingers' five child¬ 
ren — John. Wendy, the twins 
Roger and Hilar}', and Sue — 
had grown up in a Queen 
Anne house at Inkpen in 
Berkshire, scene of ■ great 
happy family Christmases 
with carol singing and feast¬ 
ing. The house was run by the 
housekeeper. Laura, known as 
Gulla, who stayed with them 
all her working life. “In Ire¬ 
land recently. 1 was audition¬ 
ing extras for crowd scenes — 
I'm particular about every 
detail, and I wanted people to 
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John Schlesinger retains one lingering image from his sister Sue’s death, that of his mother finally breaking down when the wrong flowers were sent to the funeraL *They are not what I ordered.’ she wept 


have a certain period look, 
influenced by the cartoonist 
Rowlandson — and this 
woman walked in and 1 said 
‘I Ve got to have that wonderful 
face’. She looked exactly like 
Gulla." 

Their father was a genial 
doctor who lived to be an 
energetic 87. In his seventies, 


deeply affected by his daugh¬ 
ter’s death. Schlesinger pen? 
began working for the Samari¬ 
tans, manning the telephone 
line at Newbury. Now Schle¬ 
singer's younger brother Rog¬ 
er. the former publisher, 
works for Befrienders 
International. 

I met John Schlesinger at his 


home, carved from the top two 
floors of a mansion block in 
South Kensington, with a 
spectacular rooftop vista. We 
sat out on the terrace under the 
setting sun with spritzers and 
spicy dips concocted by his 
partner, the casting director 
Noel Davis. Schlesinger was 
just back from Arizona, doing 
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yoga, meditation “and some¬ 
thing called Gong Chi" and 
had spent the day in a Soho 
cupboard, editing his next 
film, Sweeney Todd, shot in 
Dublin, with Ben Kingsley 
and Joanna Lumley. 

The last time we spoke, five 
years ago, was when the Tory 
party machine, galvanised by 
the Labour-supporting film 
director Hugh Hudson's film 
about Neil Kinnock, had 
asked Schlesinger to shoot 
some scenes for their propa¬ 
ganda film. “I’m not ashamed 
of it, because it was a nice 
p rofessional job." he told me at 
the time. “But it was not my 
idea, my script or my edit so it 
was certainly not my film: it 
was the Saatchis’ film." 

But he did-film “Major — 
die movie". “They suddenly 
rang me in LA and invited me 
to have breakfast with the PM. 
I thought ‘Sounds interesting. 
I’ve never been to Downing 
Street before'. I liked John 
Major tremendously. We shot 
a lot of the film in his car 
(compare "Blair — the movie" 
last night| and it was so 
cramped he had to do the 
clapperboard himself, which 
he rather liked. He laughed a 
lot and was very funny. This 
image of a grey man was 
absolutely disproved to me." 

His film business colleagues 
disapproved: what had the. 
Tories ever done for the movie 
industry? "f couldn't say 1 did 
it out of deep political commit¬ 
ment I did it because it would 
take me into areas I had never 
before experienced." 


Midnight Cowboy. Marathon 
Man. Last year, at 70. he 
joined the roll of honour that 
includes Bergman. Fellini and 
Malle, being awarded Bafta's 
Academy Fellowship. 

Yet Cold Comfort Farm, 
faithfully adapred by Malcolm 
Bradbury and televised here at 
New Year in 1995. has waited 
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F or the same reasons 
he once filmed a 
Churchill series for 
America. “First I 
turned it down because they 
weren’t offering enough 
money and my father said. 
■You are crazy! A chance to 
meet the most fascinating 
people of our time?’ But I stuck 
out for my £75 a week and 
proceeded to direct interviews 
with Montgomery. Mountbat- 
ten. Slim. My father was right 
— they were extraordinary. 
Monty greeted me with 
‘Who*re you? Oh. so you’re the 
commander-in-chief of the 
whole operation'. And I got my 
Churchill curtains and carpets 
for die house I'd just bought" 
Among Schlesinger's films 
are the most enduring classics 
of our time: Billy Liar, Dar¬ 
ling. Sunday Bloody Sunday. 
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two years for a cinema release. 
Why the delay? “Why ever the 
delay? The science of distribu¬ 
tion is a mystery. It’s been 
everywhere else. We’re always 
at the bottom of the heap." 

He had shot it in six weeks 
near his house in Sussex with 
its little steam railway near by. 
The cast — including Stephen 
Fry, Sir lan McKellen. Mir¬ 
iam Margolyes. Kate Beddn- 
sale — had a hilarious rime. 
Eileen Atkins says it was “one 
of the happiest jobs I've ever 
done. John’s a benevolent dic¬ 
tator. with a short fuse and a 
huge sense of humour. You 
can relax, knowing he’s in 
control. 1 do like balls behind 
the camera, as Alec Guinness 
used to say." 

John Schlesinger took a long 
rime to find his metier. From 
Uppingham, he did National 
Service in the Royal Engi¬ 
neers, where he was a misfit 
and failed to get a commission. 
“I was dreadfully candid with 
the selection board. When 
asked to make a speech, I 
talked abort being Jewish. My 
parents said ‘You’re mad. why 
did you do that?’ and 1 said 
welt 1 fed strongly about it 
about prejudice." After BallioL 
he started as an actor. The 
BBC turned him down for 
their directors’ course. Bur he 
was taken on by Huw 
WhddonY arts programme. 
Monitor, his first programme 
was about hair-raising Rus¬ 


sian acrobats at Haningay 
arcus. He loves circuses, the 
ladder the better. 

He is mad about magic 
shows, too. ever since his 
father took him to see 
Maskelyne and DevanL He 
goes to magicians whenever 
possible, and recommends the 
famous duo Siegfried and Roy 
in Las Vegas (though he is no 
gambler “Every roulette 
w'heel in the world sees me 
coming"), who entertain lav¬ 
ishly in their apartment, com¬ 
plete with caged tigers. 

His father’s family and his 
mother’s came from Frankfort 
at the turn of the century. His 
maternal grandmother on- 
braced the Church of Eng¬ 
land. bul his parents remained 
Jewish. (In 1939. they brought 
over from Germany 12 Jewish 
children, who are still in 
touch.) "But they were very 
liberal minded: we were never 
barmitzvahed." His sister 
Hilary became a Roman Cath¬ 
olic and dedicates her life to 
good works. “I’m the only one 
of the family who is still a 
member of the congregation of 
the Liberal Synagogue in St 
John’s Wood where I went as a 
child. I find it extraordinary, 
the former chief rabbi not 
going to Hugo Gryn’s foneraf. 
What’s done in the name of 
orthodox religion of all kinds 
is so appalling." 

He wishes he had given 
Sunday Bloody Sunday, wirft 
its theme of bisexuality daring 
for its time, more camp hum¬ 


our.-He also finds Darling 
"dated and pleased with it¬ 
self". But he is going fo 
Bradford soon, where the city 
is celebrating Billy Liar, which 
was shot there. If only the late 
Joe Janni. for whom he direct¬ 
ed six films, could be there. 
“He was my great mentor. I’d 
done a little film about an 
opera company, and he sent a 
message "Will you come and 
see me? I’d like to discover 
you’. I said be my guest." 


L ast year a film of 
Lany Kramer’s The 
Normal Heart fell 
through — “perhaps 
we’ve had our Aids period" — 
but other projects line up:,. 
Malcolm Bradbury is writing* 
the script of Virginia Woolf's 
Flush: A Biography: Dustin 
Hofrnan wants him to dq 
Edith Wharton’s House of 
Mirth and after his happy 
association with Alan Bennerf. 
he longs to do a film of 
Bennett's The Lady in the Van. 
And. perhaps, a film with a 
suicide theme. 

He retains one fingering 
image from his sister'Sue’s 
death. “My parents were tre¬ 
mendously strong, and when I 
rushed home, there wasn’t a 
lot of huge, obvious weeping. 
But I will never forget that my 
mother only broke down final¬ 
ly when the wrong flowers 
were sent to the funeral. 
They’re not whar I ordered,’ 
she wept. 1 might use that in a 
film one day." 
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I t's not every day that you find 
yourself sharing a table with a 
sdssor-toothed Chinese fight¬ 
ing dog chewing on a lean, ground 
turkey Wrangler Roundup at p 
(£1.40) recycled cardboard plate 
included. Then again, the Park 
Bench Cafe in, Huntington Beach 
is not everyone’s idea of what 
brochures call “fine dining". 

Here, where the breakers of the 
eastern Pacific tidde Hie beaches of 
.southern. California, cults may . 
come and go but the culture of 
pampering endures — for dogs as 
it does for men. 

The. Park Bench is a ranine 
Quag lino’s: the first restaurant in 
America to have a separate menu 
for dogs. Despite Johnny-come- 
lately rivals on both coasts, it is still 
the place in the New World for the 
gourmet pooch to be and be seen. 

For human gastronomes, this 
tin-roofed shack an hour south of 
Los Angeles is nothing to write 
home about, but it is assuredly 
' lively. By the time, my companion 
and 1 had ordered brunch, old 
srissor-teeth had been hounded 
from his meal by Slash, an 
American pit bulk and our table 
had been, ail but pulled from under 
us by a doberman called Buddy 


Where 


chasing a husky called Frank. 
"Any dog is either mean or good." 
said Slash's owner from behind 
wrap-around, dark glasses, 
reining in his sleek eating machine 
and explaining thal.pit bulls just 
have "deeper emotions" than other 
dogs. Buddy's problem was find¬ 
ing Frank unendurabjy sexy while 
being tied to the table leg without 
knowing it 

Pepper, by contrast, was a 
picture of composure. A good 
thing, this. She was also my date. 
From the “canine cuisine" menu, 
ray borrowed but very demure 
miniature Australian shepherd 
chose a Hot Digghy Dog plain, all¬ 
beef hot dog without the bun. cut 
up in "doggie-bite size", for $1.25. 
The waitress in the Bone Appetit T- 
shirt actually chose for her, ex¬ 
plaining that simplest was best on 
any dog’s first visit. But Pepper did 
sit up straight, commendabty ig¬ 
noring the feral hoi polld. She did 
not flirt or leave crumbs, and did 
not complain when I read the 


You don’t need to ask for a doggy bag in Califorma now that- 
pampered pooches have their own restaurant says Giles WtaitteU 


makin g do with scraps by moving 
on to her owner's tuna sandwich 
once Slash had put her off her 
turkey. “She needs to brush up on 
her table manners," a doting 
Sherry Bowles acknowledged as 
the sandwich was dismantled with 
a ferocity worthy of the Boxer 
Rebellion. "I think it's the tomatoes 
and pickles she’s not so keen on." 

B usiness at the Park Bench 
has quintupled in eight 
years, making a wealthy 


paper instead -of holding a 
proper conversation. 

Anyone bothered by the 
gruesome parody of the 
Californian good life re¬ 
cently enacted by 39 suicid¬ 
al cult members in 
northern San Diego 
should come to Park Bench 
in Huntington Beach for 
reassurance that the real 
tiling is not dead. 

Huntington Beach is 
everything California ever 
stood for: girls in bikinis in 
midwinter, "boys in shades Taf 
the better to ogle them, and 
cheap terracotta-coloured real es¬ 
tate stretching to the sea. 

It is fitting that here the Golden 
State's obsession with creature 
comforts should have gone, as the 
followers of cult leader Marshall 



Taste test Pepper and GOes study the menu 


Applewhite might have said, be¬ 
yond human. Besides the Wran¬ 
gler Roundup and the HotDiggity 
Dog, the canine menu features 
Hound Dog Heaven (a bunless 
burger at $1.85). a side of bacon 


(four rashers, $1.85) and 
Chilly Paws, (me scoop of 
vanilla ice cream for 95 
cents). 

There is also the option 
of a poochie party. For less 
per dog than you would 
spend on one -decent 
cappuccino in Beverly 
Hills, Rdo and friends can 
celebrate their birthdays at 

the Park Bench (or at 
home, with catering 
. trucked in), feasting on 
beef jerky, a choice of main 
mu course from the main 
menu and, for pudding, a 
personalised birthday cake or 
Chilly Paws all round. Beverage: 
beef broth. 

Mei ling, the Chinese fighting 
dog across the fable, showed just 
how for she had come from 


man of owner Mike Bartusick, a 
former supermarket shelf stacker. 

With America now home to 57 
million dogs (not to mention 63 
million cats. 70 million fish in. 12 
million tanks and T million pet 
ferrets), he is riding a tidal wave of 
pet mania. 

As the-country's $17 bfllion-a- 
year pet industry grows faster 
than the home video mark et, Mr 
Bartusick has expanded to accom¬ 
modate up to 250 dogs and their 
owners on summer weekends. He 
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is blast about visits from Japanese 
TV crews and has happily hosted 
Unde Mattie's nationally- syndi¬ 
cated Bow-Wow Radio Show. 

He is less relaxed about his 
imitators. There are a lot of 
copycats out there,” he says, no 
pun apparently intended. “In Chi¬ 
cago and Manhattan, they've 
started putting tables on the 
sidewalk and serving dogs Italian 
food. What I'm doing is more 
realistic." 

It has to be. With lawsuits at two 
a penny, and a morbid fear of 
anything less than hospital-style 
hygiene in restaurants, state offici¬ 
als routinely shut down eateries at 
the slightest whiff of ageing let¬ 
tuce. At the Park Bench, therefore, 
dogs may sit up to choose but must 
eat on the ground, on a leash, out 
of bowls provided. No picnics are 
allowed. 

Buddy makes a final lunge tor 
Frank. Pepper sighs and Mei ling 
stumps into post-prandial torpor. 
As these privileged gourmands foil 
silent. Sherry Bowles picks at her 
pickles and swears that she once 
had a dare with John Lennon in 
New York. He taught her all she 
knows about living in “the alpha 
state", she says. Oh. California. 



T ense, nervous head¬ 
aches? Bouts of nausea? 
Inability to concentrate 
on what you hear when you 
turn on the radio or tdevisiori? 
Do you have palpitations 
when you see someone ap¬ 
proaching wearing a large, 

' frilly rosette? 

You are not ill. You are 
suffering from electionitis, a 
disease with a five-year incu¬ 
bation period that inflicts _ a 
disfiguring rash on normal life 
when it erupts. 

Toss aside your family 

health encyclopaedia. It will 
be no use to you during the 
final week of the election 
campaign. Use this cut-out- 
and-keep guide instead ... 
an election 

MEDICAL GLOSSARY 
Sadomasochism: the condi¬ 
tion in which you switch over 
to ITN’s News At Ten even 
though you have just watched 
the BBC’s specially extended 
Nine O’Clock News. If you 
then switch to BBC2 for 

Newsnight you should consult 
a specialist 

Alena: word blindness, or 
Tony Blair’s inability to pro¬ 
nounce certain words, spadfi- 
caliy “socialism”. 

Halitosis: insulting odour 
emitted when a manifesto 


Doctor Spin 
is ready to 
see you now 


promise emerging from, a 
politician’s mouth is so im¬ 
plausible that it stinks. 
Premeditation: disease that 
erupts around the dinner table 
when everyone suddenly be¬ 
comes convinced they know 
the outcome of the election. 
Irritable colon: pain in the 
backside, such as Jade Straw 
in his sanctimonious moods. 
Compulsive talking: Starts 
with grimaces and progresses 
to involuntary comments as 
the affliction worsens, often 
culminating in episodes of 
coprolalia (using foul lan¬ 
guage) while watching Elec¬ 
tion Call on television, 
especially when Gordon 
Brown or Michael Howard 
are in the hot seat 
Scotoma: an area of abnormal 
vision, suffered by Paddy 
Ashdown and a few other 
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Liberal Democrat candidates 
who believe they might form 
the next government. 

Glossectomy: removal of all or 
part of the tongue, often pre¬ 
scribed by Peter Mandelson 
for John Prescott, Diane Ab¬ 
bott and Ken Livingstone. 

Infantile spasms: seizure in¬ 
duced in politicians by Jeremy 
Paxman repeatedly barking 
the phrase. "For God’s sake, 
answer the bloody question!" 

Premature ejaculation: Un¬ 
guarded comment made by 
Labour politician that is later 
"explained more fully" by 
Labour's rapid rebuttal unit 

And finally... 

Vas deferens: but frankly, 
there isn’t, certainly not be¬ 
tween the Tories and Labour. 

Joe Joseph 
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Philip Howard 



■ A tale of two 
pimpernels, on the 
tumbrils of Calais 

We seek him here, we seek him there. 

Those Euros seek him everywhere. 

Is he in heaven? — Is he in Hell? 

That demmed. elusive Europhil. 

C itoyen Santer of the Brussels Directo- 
ry sighed deeply and pushed his 
spectacles farther down his promi¬ 
nent nose. He had done his best to smoke out 
just one of those beefy Poudings across the 
Channel who would admit to liking Saltier's 
federal vision of a Republiquc Europienne. 
He had denounced his foes as "doom-mer¬ 
chants". a bon mot that one of his charming 
English secretaries had given him. But 
morbleu! All that had happened was that 
their demnition news sheets had sunk their 
teeth into his substantial denitre, telling 
him to keep his "hooter" our of their election, 
and “Bugger off. Belgie Beetroot!" Since then 
ze doom merchants had multiplied as fast as 
dragon's teeth sown by the bonnet rouge or 
CAP of liberty on set-aside land. 

Santer could not put even his ubiquitous 
finger on the mysterious Scarlet Europhil, 
whose activities might make all the differ¬ 
ence to his campaign. Every time he got dose 
to him. Europhil changed his disguise from 
fan to phobe or grin to growl. Perhaps 
Europhil was one of those unshaven lorry- 
drivers queueing sullenly to break the 
French fishermen's blockade. But neither 
their language nor their primitive croque- 
monsieurs smoked on diesel fires beside the 
M20 seemed communautaire, intelligible or 
even edible. Santer shivered fastidiously. 
Pardieu! Europhil surely could not be that 
languid aristo Seigneur Cash, who made a 
convincing pose' around the salons and 
studios of London as the most boring 
Parliamentarian since Simon de Montfort 
ran his first election campaign? How about 
M Urd in his green Loden coat, or M Ogg in 
his Bulgarian swineherd's hat? And who 
was die romantic Lady Marguerite. 
Europhil’s lover and enemy, in this plot? 

Santer’s agents reported that Europhil 
was but a man madly, blindly, passionately 
in love, and as soon as Lady Marguerite's 
light footstep had died away within the 
House of Commons, he knelt down on the 
terrace steps, and in the very madness of his 
love he kissed the places where her small foot 
had trodden, and the stone balustrade where 
her handbag had rested last Lady Margue¬ 
rite was often referred to in Santer^ 
directives as “the most intelligent woman in 
Europe". Though it has to be admitted that 
this claim is never substantiated by anything 
she does or says in the books. 

The Scarlet Europhil, whether disguised 
as Sir William Cash or as Milord Tony 
Marlow in his gaudy costumes (Cest incroy- 
able mais tfest possible), was described as 
“the perfect presentation of an English 
gentleman". But the directive's frequent 
reference to the Englishness of certain 
qualities sounds quite unJEnglish. 

The trouble with both Baroness Orczy and 
Citoyen Santer was and is that they are 
distinctly unEnglish. They cannot help that 
poor souls. But they do tend to get details 
wrong. Orczy did not see that the English 
were bored out of their bowlers with her 
waffle about the history of the French 
Revolution. What they wanted was more 
romance and adventure, more apparent 
tricoteuses driving carts said to be full of 
BSE but actually conveying fleeing aristo¬ 
crats. and ever more bogus high-life and 
historical references as cavalier as Ouida's. 

For we English are mordus (fans) of 
romance, as can be judged from our passion 
for soaps and costume dramas. Citoyen 
Santer does not understand that for any 
foreigner to appear to take sides in a general 
election does that side harm. The English 
like to tear each other, but turn on any 
outside their tribe who join in. 

The English and French love each other, 
really. We visit each others’ countries, even 
for le shopping. Our languages, history and 
culture are very close. But the ancient enmity 
is part of an old game. Chaucer and 
Shakespeare played it, and so did Moliere 
and Voltaire. At least Baroness Orczy was 
Hungarian enough to turn down the single 
payment of £30 that she was offered by an 
English publisher for The Scarlet Pimper¬ 
nel. It may have faded, but her old romance 
has run and run. And so will the other 
defining Bulldog and Frog affair. 



RED AND BLUE MAKE PURPLE... 


People in search of a party 


C ould the Labour Party perma¬ 
nently supplant the Conserva¬ 
tive Party in the affections of 
Middle Britain? And could the 
Tories swerve oft towards what we may 
dub the Likud Tendency? And, if so, who 
will occupy the ground deserted by 
Labour? These may prove to be the great 
questions whose genesis we are witness¬ 
ing. without knowing it. in the spring of 
1997. 

Being hearsay, the remark should not 
be attributed, but it rings true. A Labour 
candidate in a rock-solid London seat 
was reported to me as having snapped at 
a tiresome and disillusioned supporter 
“I don’t care what you think; you’ve 
nobody to vote for but me." The remark 
was tactless but true. 1 remember think¬ 
ing (without voicing) much the same, 
when as a Conservative candidate 1 was 
tackled by unpleasantly right-wing vot¬ 
ers in Derbyshire. 

What nobody can deny — indeed the 
modernisers in Tony Blair’s model army 
boast of it — is that the Labour 
leadership has organised for his tribe an 
exodus of which Moses himself would 
have been proud. Mr Blair has had luck 
— the waters of the Red Sea parted for 
him at a critical moment — but he has 
lacked neither judgment nor an overrid¬ 
ing sense of direction. Focus groups and 
polling organisations his pillars of cloud 
and fire, he has held to his course, and 
on May 2 the young prophet looks likely 
to reach his land of milk and honey. In 
little more than a decade. Neil Kinnock 
and Mr Blair have shifted a whole great 
party from one place to another. 

How do we describe this shift? It has 
lately become fashionable to abandon 
the vocabulary of class, and speak 
instead in terms of policies. We return to 
a pre-Marxian view of the world, 
imagining Britain can no longer be 
looked at through the prism of class 
interest The change suits Blairite theo¬ 
rists, for an idea or policy, once aban¬ 
doned. is dead; oven finished: an ex¬ 
policy; a former idea. 

But a class, abandoned, is still there. 
The question "When a party moves from 
old ground to new ground, who repre¬ 
sents the old ground?” is not difficult for 
a Blairrre. “It has ceased to exist. U is the 
past" he says — and it is notable how 
Mr Blair has acquired a habit for 
meeting substantive questions about 
policy with the answer. "We are not 
going back to the past." 

[ rather think, however, that although 
Marxism may be dead, Marxian class 


The Tories may lose Middle Britain to 
new Labour. But who then will speak 
for the poor and the public sector? 


analysis retains some force. Although 
many individuals are mobile, and class 
barriers by no means impenetrable, 
Britain at the end of the 20th century still 
contains huge and quite homogenous 
socioeconomic groupings which do 
retain an inchoate sense of class interest 
Travelling thousands of miles for The 
Times during this election campaign, 
parachuting into contrasting places 
peopled by electors in distinct and 
different walks of life, I do not believe 
that dass, or dass interest is dead. 

So, if new Labour have moved, where 

— in dass terms — have they moved, 
and whom have they left behind? The 

first part of the answer _ 

is easy. They have 

moved to Middle Brit- {"]I /f ' 

ain, a land inhabited (h J Wi/ 
by people on decent ^ __ 

incomes who do not rTl 

depend much on state /-7J 

welfare and live order- L'Z 

ly lives. The Conserva- — 

five Party, who used to 
represent much of this class, have grown 
increasingly unlikeable. and it is perfect¬ 
ly possible that new Labour may put 
down roots here and stay, slowly 
strangling the Tories. 

IF — as seems to be the Tories’ present 
lunatic, self-destructive instinct — the 
Conservative Party does not stay to fight 
its ground, but moves ("dear blue 
water" and all that) to islands where it is 
unchallenged, we shall see the Likud 
Tendency triumph in that party. It could 
establish itself securely with a perma¬ 
nent 20 per cent of the electorate 
composed of the rich, the mad, the bitter 
and the bigoted. The party could be 
happy there for an eternity, holding its 
ground, never winning outright, and 
wrecking other people's coalitions. 

Thus are one great bloc — the middle 

— and another tenacious fringe — the 
Likud settlers — occupied, one way or 
another, by new Labour and the 
Conservative Party. Who is left behind? 

A dass. or rather a coalition of classes, 
older than the century. First and most 
obviously, the poor. Pardon me for 
reminding you of this, but the poor do 


e "Matthew 
‘Parris 


still exist in Britain, and in rather large 
numbers. Perhaps as many as a quarter 
of the population come under the catch¬ 
all heading of “unpaid or underpaid, 
unemployed, uneducated, unwell or 
black” (though that is not to deny that 
some from all of these groups have 
escaped the deprivation that the catch¬ 
all implies). 

This class—it indudes the people who 
used to emigrate — though historically 
unempowered in British politics, has 
found support in an unspoken coalition 
with a different dass, little mentioned 
during this election; the public sector. 
Many in the public sector are not poor at 

_ all, but they all share 

_ an overwhelming dass 

11/ interest in the dis- 

rrnPlA / bursement of state wel- 

fare. Though nominal- 
• ly among the victims of 

W high taxation, th^ are 
also, through their ca- 
— - ■ — reers, the redpients of 

it. 

It is hard to believe that these two classes 
— the poor, and those who spend 
taxpayers' money — do not amount, in 
coalition, to two fifths of the population, 
perhaps more. Have they been aban¬ 
doned by new Labour, and do they know 
it? The answer is "probably" and 
"probably not, yet". 


T ony Blair would argue that it is 
possible to embrace Middle 
Britain without deserting these 
classes — to occupy, so to speak, 
both territories. But Gordon Brown will 
soon be telling him, if he does not 
already know, that this argument may 
be sustainable in opposition but cannot 
be sustained in government 
Margaret Thatcher knew that with 
terrifying certitude. Thatcherism was 
nothing if not a rallying of “our people". 
She knew that you had to choose, and 
chose. New Labour, too, will have to 
choose, and I believe (contrary to 
Conservative Central Office propagan¬ 
da) that he is disposed to choose as Mrs 
Thatcher did. 

Do the poor and their public sector 


Party politics 


DISAPPOINTMENT shrouds the 
glass-fronted offices of ITN in 
London, where an election-night 
party hosted by' the tremendous 
anchorwoman Julia Somerville 
has been abandoned. She was to 
have presented some of ITN’s poll 
day coverage from a celebrity- 
packed party in London, but the 
idea has been dropped amid 
allegations of insufficient interest 
from partygoers. 

ITN admitted yesterday that the 
party would not be held, and that 



Somerville — party-pooped 


Somerville was no longer a key 
figure in the election night broad¬ 
casting team. After being told that 
she would be required at the party, 
she has now been discharged from 
that responsibility. 

ITN said yesterday that election 
night would be presented tty its 
political editor, Michael Brunson, 
and by Jonathan Dimbleby. 
Alastair Stewart and Sue Lawley. 
Somerville was not mentioned. 

“There was an idea of having a 
party, but for programming rea¬ 
sons — and not for any other — it 
was decided not to go ahead with 
the project," said a spokesman for 
ITN. “The invitations were never 
sent out." 


Beer we go 

BODD1NGTONS. the brewers, 
have had to scrap a £40.000adver¬ 
tising campaign because Man¬ 
chester United lost their European 
Cup semi-final. So confident were 
the brewers (hat United were 
going to win Wednesday’s match 
that the adverts were ready to run 
in the morning’s local newspa¬ 
pers. 

Frantic eleventh-hour calls were 
made to withdraw the advertise- 



was prevented by the local council, 
to build a laboratory, an office 
block and a car park on three acres 
of prime agricultural land at the 
Body Shop headquarters in Little- 
hampton. West Sussex? 


little to hide his ambition. He is 
said to have turned down the offer 
to succeed the late Derek Worlock 
as Archbishop of Liverpool last 
year with his eyes on the greater 
prize. Now he has written a book. 
Its title? Promise of Future Glory. 


DIARY 


merits after United lost 1-0 to 
Borussia Dortmund at Old Traf- 
ford. The ads would have featured 
a pint of the frothy beer, with a 
Dortmund badge and the word 
“Creamed". 


Green view? 

ANITA RODDICK, the nannyjng 
founder of tile Body Shop empire, 
has been campaigning to prevent 
a pub near her home in West Sus¬ 
sex from extending a car park. Her 
view of the Sussex Downs is likely 
to be disrupted tty the plans of the 
George and Dragon at Houghton. 

"The introduction of a car park 
wili destroy the pleasant rural out¬ 
look of my client’s property." ex- 
plains her agent Anthony 
Greenwood- 

Can this be the same Anita 
Roddick who caused local outrage 
two years ago when she tried, and 


Hope of gloiy Abadtrio 

THE latest salvo in the race to sue- 11.1|J 


THE latest salvo in the race to suc¬ 
ceed Cardinal Basil Hume, who 
under canon law must offer his 
resignation to the Vatican before 
his 75th birthday next year, comes 
from the super-smooth Roman 
Catholic Bishop in North London, 
the Right Rev Vincent Nichols. 

Bishop Nichols. 51. whose be¬ 
nign looks and lustrous hair in¬ 
duce swoons down the aisle, does 



Bishop Nichols: high aims 


ADVICE to taxi drivers: beware 
men called Lalor-Smith. Earlier 
this month, Ian Lalor-Smith, 64, a 
British Army captain visiting New 
Zealand, hailed a taxi to his hotel. 
He then asked the driver 10 take 
him to Taupa some 130 miles 
away, clocking up about £100 on 
his Visa card: then at Taupo, he 
told the driver to keep heading 
south, which he did, another 280 
miles, almost to the southern tip of 
North Island. 

Hereupon, the driver became 
concerned and turned back for 
Auckland. When the time came to 
pay the frill fare. Captain Lalor- 
Smith turned out his pockets and 
produced only £300, about a third 
of what he owed. A local court dis¬ 
charged him without conviction 
on a fraud charge. His lawyer 
pleaded that he wanted ro return 
to Britain without a record, but it 
is not dear whether he will be re¬ 
quired to pay the remaining 
amount His fuming driver will be 
doing only short trips from now 
on. 



Tennant New York bound 

• Bad news for the reputation of 
swinging London: Stella Tennant, 
supermodel, has bought aflat in 
the West Village in New York She 
plans to share it with her boy¬ 
friend, a French photographer. 
For all the huff and bother about 
London’s move to the centre of the 
fashion world , New York, say Miss 
Tennant's colleagues, is still the 
place for the thoroughly modem 
mannequin. 


providers have any presentiment of this? 
So far, I suspect, rally faintly. Watch the 
Labour turnout on the worst council 
estates next Thursday; watch the in¬ 
roads chat die Liberal Democrats may 
make into the affections of the public 
sector. 

Canvassing in Skipton and Ripley in 
Yorkshire yesterday with the Tory 
candidate. David Cuny, I heard that 
there is some early evidence of public 
sector workers switching to the liberal 
Democrats because they are impressed 
by Paddy Ashdown's pledge to turn an 
extra penny on income tax tog 0 ® 1 
account, in the education system. There 
must be scope for liberal Democrats to 
capitalise on that, although the party 
will be hampered by its historical 
dissociation from organised Labour. 

But these are early days, and only 
stirrings. Tony Blair’s remarkable suc¬ 
cess at staving off the question is easily 
explained. First, most people want the 
Tories out Secondly, die Labour Party is 
still called "the Labour Party” — isn’t it? 

— and most Labour candidates in 
winnable seats are. or were, sitting 
Labour MPs. It is basically the same 
crew. This enables Mr Blair to boast 
that the party has changed while 
insinuating — Keir Hardie and all that 

— that it really hasn’t. Thus he wins new 
support while retaining the support that 
he had. 

For the moment But within months 
that straddle will become the splits. At 
this point Mr Blair must deftly reposi¬ 
tion one leg or the other. Tory propagan¬ 
dists will tell you that Middle Britain 
will be abandoned by new Labour. I 
incline to the other possibility. Conser¬ 
vative Central Office had better brace 
itself for the nightmare outcome: that | 
Tony Blair really means ft. I 

By the end of the century, if not before, 
new Labour may have supplanted the 
Tories and a very large number of 
people, composing two quite mobilisable 
classes, will be feeling distinctly unrep¬ 
resented. Something will have to give. 

Will it be a split in the Labour 
Party? Will it be a surge in Liberal 
Democrat support? Will the false dawn 
of Arthur Scargiff’S new party yield to 
something less risible? Will die Tory 
Likud, adding English nationalism to its 
armoury, begin to recruit among the 
hopeless, where dwell the SWP and the 
BNP? 1 do not know, but the seismology 
could prove as interesting as any 
preliminary tremor next Thursday 
could bring. 


P-H-S 


Go and 
vote for «■ 
a change 

Tessa Blackstone 

sees clear red water 
between the parties 

XT Ttth less than a week to the 
%A/ general election, those who teQ 
Y Y the pollsters they don’t know 
or don’t care should relent and abandon 
their indifference. The first question to 
ask them is: “Do you want to wake up on 
May 2 and find that we have elected the 
same party for the fifth time and that 
Michael Howard, Douglas Hogg, Mich¬ 
ael Portillo and Virginia Bottomley are 
still there? Wouldn’t a new team with 
some new ideas be preferable to the 
same, tired old lot?” The second question 
is: "Isn't it time for a change, not just to 
be refreshed by new feces, new voices, 
new approaches to the problems we face, 
but also in the interest of democracy?" 

As recent years have shown beyond 
reasonable doubt, having the same 
people in power for too long corrupts; it 
leads to arrogance and a refusal to 
listen; to pretended rather than genuine 
consultation. There is no nasi for 
reminders about ministers and Conner 
ministers who took cash for questions. 
But some voters may have forgotten 
about the arms for Iraq scandal and the 
Scott report, or the extent to which 
ministers tried to cover up the effects of 
BSE. Others may have forgotten just 
how many times Conservative ministers 
have been found by the courts to be in 
breach of the law. 

Some alienated and cynical voters 
may reply that, while accepting the case 
for changing the people in power in 
support of a healthy democracy, it will 
make little or no difference to policies 
and priorities. Therefore, as there is 
nothing to choose between the parties, 
they will not bother to go to the polling 
station. They are wrong. A simple audit 
shows that Labour has plenty of policies 
that will make a difference. The jibe 
from the Right that Labour has no 
policies is daptrap. If anything, a 
Labour government will have difficulty 
in implementing the. whole of its 
manifesto for change-frfa single term, 
which is why Mr Blair is right to work 
for two parliaments to put in place a 
programme which is more radical than 
some give him credit for. 

Labour will modernise the constitu¬ 
tion and reinvigorate our politics; the 
Tories wont It will decentralise deci¬ 
sion-making through devolution to Scot¬ 
land and Wales; it will restore to local 
communities the right to exercise control 
over what happens in their own locality. 
The Tories will do nothing. Labour will 
tackle excessive government secrecy 
through a Freedom of Information Act. 
and stop inventing quangos which are 
not publidy accountable. To-protect the 
rights of dtizens it wilTincorporate into 
UK law the European Convention on 
Human Rights. Parliament will be 
reformed by getting rid of hereditary 
peers and making ministers more 
accountable in the House of Commons. 
The Conservatives will do none of this. 
They are happy with the system as ft is. 
For those who are not happy with the 
way our democracy is seizing up, here is 
a programme of real change to vote for. ^ 

I t doesn't stop there. To take a subject 
which hasn't been discussed much 
in the campaign, but which worries 
voters. Labour will promote community 
care to ensure that public services for 
frail and vulnerable people, including 
the elderly, the mentally ill and the 
disabled, are available to those that need 
them. The Conservative record on 
supporting those who can no longer look 
after themselves is dismal. Last year 
40,000 elderly people had to sell their 
homes to pay for care in a residential 
home. A Royal Commission csi long¬ 
term care for the elderly will be set up by 
Labour and a national long-term care 
charter will be introduced, setting out 
standards for local care. The elderly are 
the biggest users of the NHS. The 
Tories’ internal market has led to a two- 
tier system in which people in die same 
street but with different GF^ may not 
have the same access to their local 
hospital. Under Labour’s local commis¬ 
sioning all Gfis will be able to send their, 
patients to the hospitals of their choicer 
Quite a few differences here, too. 

Labour is committed to a welfare to 
work programme that starts with the 
young unemployed. The Conservatives 
are not. A windfall tax cm the privatised 
utilities will pay for a programmed) get 
a quarter of a million young people off 
die dole and, in some cases, out of 
trouble with the law. Without urgent 
action to provide these youngsters with 
skills and jobs, Britain will face a lost 
generation of marginalised, young 
adults with no stake in their own society. 
And the more “no-hopers" there are. the 
more likely ft is some will turn to crime. 

In 1979 only one in 12 households had 
no one earning a wage. Today the figure 
18 ^ “V®-. No wonder there are a 

million fewer jobs tfian when Mr Major 
^ cajlK Prime Minister. Labour will 
cnange the benefit system to remove the *' 
Ffps that discourage people from taking 
1°“’ provide a subsidy to employers 

to take on the long-term unemployed. 
PiCTity of differences here, too. 

Fortin** who stiff are not sure about 
the differences, I could mention educa¬ 
tion, pensions, Europe, the environ¬ 
ment. small businesses, research and 
? pn ? ent ' tottery intema- 
nonal aid. In all these areas there is dear 
lS. Walcr Labour and Conser- 

y® 07 ® policies and the values that 
mionn them. Voters have no excuse for 
udung out on May I. They should get 
ojn and vote, preferably for new policies, 
°twhich there are plenty, and for new / 
with a mandate to cany them 

Jjtarorzess Blackstone is a Labour 
spokesman in the Lords. 
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THE AWKWARD SQUAD 

New Labour needs some old dissidents 


Dissent has not been a feature of the well- 
oued MandeJson machine in this contest. An 
iron discipline has descended upon a party 
that once prided itself on a sense of anarchy. 
To the intense irritation of Conservative 
Central Office, few Labour candidates have 
expressed deviant sentiments in their elec¬ 
tion material. Tony Blair has achieved a 
supremacy over his colleagues that would be 
the envy of all his predecessors. 

That combination of charm and steel will 
be an asset on polling day. It may prove to be 
a liability in office. A party put of power for 
so long would be wise to seek counsel within 
its own ranks before embarking on its pro¬ 
gramme. Mavericks, much mocked by party 
managers at present, should come into their 
own in the next House of Commons. 

In that spirit. The Times would commend 
Frank Field, Tam Dalyell, and Denzil 
Davies to their respective constituencies. 
Unlike other figures whom we have sought 
to highlight, their electoral prospects hardly 
demand outside endorsement They have 
served in Parliament for 80 years between 
them. At the last poll their combined 
majorities exceeded 43,000 votes. The res¬ 
idents of Birkenhead. Linlithgow, and 
Llanelli seem unlikely to reject them now. 
But in another sense they are an endangered 
species: unconventional men of intelligence, 
integrity, and undoubted independence. 

Frank Field has been a figure of excep¬ 
tional importance in the debate over the 
future of social security. That much can be 
seen by the respect accorded to his views by 
Peter LiUey throughout the past Parliament 
At one stage Tony Blair seemed set to place 
reform of the welfare state at the heart of his 
agenda. His associates argued that only a 
Labour leader could embark on radical 
change just as Richard Nixon, the Cold War 
crusader, was the sole American President 
who could first visit Communist China. 

In this campaign Mr Blair has abandoned 
radicalism in favour of scaremongering 


soundbites about Tory plans to “privatise 
pensions”. It appears Nixon is travelling to 
China on a very slew boat indeed. That only 
increases the need for Mr Field. The role that 
he plays over the next five years will be the 
best indication of Mr Blair’s intentions for 
the welfare state. It is almost impossible to 
imagine that essential reform will take place 
if Mr Field remains on the backbenches. 

Neither Tam Dalyell nor Denial Davies 
will be offered ministerial portfolios. But 
both have sent warnings that should not be 
ignored. Mr Dalyell has opposed devolution 
with passion over two decades. He was the 
paren t of the original West Lothian question. 
Twelve months ago he was the sole Labour 
north of the border to suggest that a 
Scottish Parliament should be subject to a 
referendum. That is now, of course, party 
policy. Constitutional change has the power 
to wreck a Blair premiership. His first 
twelve months might be lost in a struggle 
that much of the country deems irrelevant. 
He would do well to listen to Mr Dalyell. 

The other issue with a similar explosive 
quality is Europe. Denzil Davies has 
emerged as the leading Eurosceptic within 
Labour ranks. His forceful dissection of the 
Maastricht treaty impressed all sides of the 
political spectrum. A former Treasury 
Minister, he has made a persuasive case that 
Labour’s economic aspirations could be 
destroyed by incautious entry into a single 
currency. Much of that which Robin Cook 
fears. Mr Davies already articulates. His 
voice deserves the widest audience. 

Mr Blair has asked for support on the 
basis that what he has done for his party he 
can do for the country. That is not an 
unreasonable comparison. But Whitehall 
and Westminster also require different 
techniques from those designed to achieve 
dominance of Walworth Road. He might not 
always appreciate the advice he receives 
from this awkward trio. That would be no 
reason not to solicit it. 


PRIVATE LIVES 


Independent education looks beyond the election 


Education is the stated priority of all three 
political parties. Despite that it has nor 
played the role that it might in this election. 
That is not for want of difference in detail. 
However, the contrast is far less stark than 
when Labour sought to abolish private 
schooling. All sides now endorse the prin¬ 
ciples of choice, quality, and accountability. 

Against that backdrop, the annual con¬ 
ference of the Independent Schools Associ¬ 
ation (ISA) opened yesterday. Like teachers, 
schools in the fee-paying sector are repre¬ 
sented by several different professional 
bodies. The ISA membership is drawn pre¬ 
dominantly from smaller and less exclusive 
establishments. Inevitably, the prospect of a 
Labour government loomed large over both 
the official and unofficial agendas. 

The trends already present in independent 
education are likely to matter more than 
specific proposals from Tony Blair. After the 
shock of recession, the numbers seeking 
admission are moving upwards. That 
increase would have been more pronounced 
had it not been for grant maintained schools, 
many of which provide results that match 
their fee-paying contemporaries. 

The rise in overall numbers masks a quite 
dramatic shift against boarding schools. The 
sad announcement that Carmel College in 
Oxfordshire — the “Jewish Eton” — will 
shortly close, is part of the phenomena 
known as the 90-minute rule: the reluctance 
of parents to consider boarding institutions 
more than a 90-minute drive distant. 
Headmasters have found, sometimes to 
their horror, that the customer is king. 

Similarly, the introduction of league 
tables has had a stark impact. Attractive 
buildings and snob value are no substitute 


for solid A-level achievement. Schools which 
had become rather complacent, confident 
that their status would assure their future, 
have had little choice but to adapt or die. 

It might be tempting to conclude thar 
David Blanket! could not possibly have the 
impact that Margaret Thatcher has already 
managed. That would be true if it were not 
for Labour’s proposal to abolish the Assisted 
Places Scheme. That subject really will 
dominate ISA deliberations this week and 
beyond. If implemented its effect would be 
two-fold. Weaker foundations, those that 
have not fully adjusted to the world of grant 
maintained schools, parental choice, and 
league tables, will find it difficult to replace 
their assisted places. Many will not be in 
business five years hence. 

However, establishments with a reput¬ 
ation for academic excellence will suffer no 
financial hardship from the abolition of 
assisted places. There will be waves of 
wealthy families waiting in the wings to take 
such slots. What will be lost is diversity 
within those schools and oppornmity for the 
children concerned. To a striking degree it 
will be the offspring from single parent 
families and ethnic minorities who suffer. 

Labour's manifesto refers to the “apart¬ 
heid” between private and public education. 
Yet the destruction of the Assisted Places 
Scheme would lead to a far more literal 
sense of apartheid- The private sphere 
would become the preserve of the rich. It is 
hard to reconcile that outcome with the 
admirable objectives for education that Mr 
Blair and Mr Blunkert have outlined. Inde¬ 
pendent education will remain alive and 
well whoever occupies Downing Street. Its 
character is far less certain. 


ROYAL MAIL 

Imitation is the best form of philately 


Jorge-V was not a man renowned for his 
ellectual pursuits. But he shared with his 
bjects a passion for one of the most 
despread and edifying of all hobbies: 
imp^nltecting- He spent hours poring 
er rare issues, freak watermarks and the 
rid commemorative stamps that were 
ginning to make an appearance in Britain 
d the British Empire. George VI shared 
i father's enthusiasm, and bequeathed to 
; Queen a royal collection that was one of 
; finest in the world. 

Hippophily rather than philately fills the 
jeen’s free moments; but she still takes an 
lerest in the collection, particularly on the 
re occasions when it is exhibited. It is 
srefore something of a coup for Stamp 97. 
: Wembley showcase for this burgeoning 
bby, to be lent her spectacular pages of 
rnmemoratives, including artists’ essays 
- the Coronation, Silver Jubilee and 1978 
donation Jubilee issues. 

Stamp-collecting is enjoying a renaissance 
er more than a decade in the doldrums. It 
is enormously popular in the 1950s, and a 
stwar baby boom generation probaoty 
s stamiKoUecting to thank for painlessly 
zulcating obscure historical and gr¬ 
aphical facts: which countries made up the 
irtuguese empire, where Danzig was, why 
Iward VIII was never crowned, wny 
eimar Germany overprinted stamps to me 
lue of 10 billion marks and which count- 
s call themselves Suomi and Helvetia. 
Greed, however, ruined the market Little 


countries long ago discovered that gaudy 
pictures and frequent issues brought in 
ready cash. San Marino with triangular 
stamps. Hungary with its wildlife and idyllic 
Caribbean scenes of Lotus island beauty 
were joined by other ruthlessly commercial 
post offices. American collectors’ agencies 
bought up venal post ministries in the Gulf 
and Africa, which happily put our regular 
“commemorafives" of film stars or football¬ 
ers entirely unknown to the correspondents 
whose letters they were supposed to adorn. 
The Crown Agents have seen philately as a 
export bonanza for dependent territories: 
without stamps Pitcairn. Tristan da- Cunha 
and St Helena would be in even worse shape 
than they already are. 

With the Royal Mail now marking every 
conceivable patriotic occasion, including, 
next month, such bizarre achievements as 
Frankenstein. Draeula and other British 
tales of terror, bulging albums need more 
and more loose leaves. Speculators have 
moved into the market and auction houses 
discovered an enthusiasm for the hobby — 
until a Penny Black or Mauritius blue fails 
to deliver the promised bonanza. Now the 
baby-boomers, reaching retirement, are 
getting out their collections again. New 
issues abound. But stamp design rarely 
matches the classic plates in the Queen's 
collection, nor can garish photographs 
surpass the austere beauty of old engraved 
designs. Stamps should return to their roots; 
imitation is the best form of philately. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street. London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Nationality and sovereignty at issue in election debate 


From the Director of 
The Freedom Association 

Sir, Chris Smith, the Shadow Health 
Secretary, appears to agree with vot¬ 
ers who object to "foreigners" like 
President San ter “felling us how to 
vote" (report, April 22). 

The President of the European 
Commission must obviously warn 
against politicians who argue, even 
half-heartedly, for national indepen¬ 
dence. In any case, like it or not, Mr 
San ter shares with Mr Smith a com¬ 
mon European citizenship: he is not a 
foreigner. When he retires he will be 
able to live and vote in Britain or even 
stand for office in our local and 
European elections. 

Is Mr Smith, in this European Year 
against Racism, not going to cam¬ 
paign against Le Pfen’s French Nation¬ 
al From? We cannot now ignore, as 
European citizens, the political direc¬ 
tion taken by the constituent parts of 
our Federal Europe. As “democratic" 
control shifts to a European Parlia¬ 
ment laws in Britain will be made 
with contributions by French Nation¬ 
al Front members, even when domes¬ 
tic fascists fail to gain representation 
in our Westminster backwater. 

Mr Smith and other regional politi¬ 
cians must accept that, thanks to their 
efforts, we are in a new era of politics, 
compelled to participate, no matter 
how helplessly, in a political structure 
that relegates our Parliament to 
impotence. 

Yours faithfully, 

GERALD HARTUP, 

Director. 

The Freedom Association. 

35 Westminster Bridge Road. SE1. 
April 23. 

From the Editor of New European 

Sir. Mr Jacques Santer's so-called out¬ 
burst against Europe's Eurosceptics 
(letter, April 23) puts some substance 
into the pre-election debate on 
Europe. J met him in Strasbourg just 
before he became President of the 
Commission and we ranged over the 
whole topic of Europe. I was struck tty 
his sincerity and lack of arrogance. 

I think Mr Santer was right when 
he said earlier that "Europe should try 
to do less, better". Although 1 believe 


Abortion broadcast 

From Mr Kevin Prendergast 

Sir. It is puzzling indeed that the main 
television channels, which regularly 
transmit a diet of rape, sodomy, in¬ 
cest. robbeiy. murder, suicide" and 
pornography, should have suddenly 
become conscious of their responsibil¬ 
ities with respect to public decency 
and good taste and deemed that a sec¬ 
tion of the election broadcast with 
footage showing an actual abortion 
should be banned (report, April 23). 

Has there been a sudden change of 
heart or is this yet another example of 
the negative bias which appears to be 
so frequently shown on aU matters, 
moral or religious? 

Yours etc. 

KEVIN PRENDERGAST. 

Hawarden House, 

I2b Lache Lane, Chester. 

April 2-4. 

From Mr Simon Bird 

Sir. Although I do not think that shod; 
is an appropriate means of convincing 
people in the debate about abortion, 
the decision by broadcasters not to 
screen pans of "the Prolife party’s elec¬ 
tion broadcast serves to illustrate a 
profound unease about abortion. 

If broadcasters, who are known for 
pushing at the bounds of decency in 
dramatic presentation and not being 
squeamish, have reached this conclu¬ 
sion about a real action performed on 
unborn children, what are their con¬ 
sciences telling them? 

They could act, not by cuning 
scenes from a party political broad¬ 
cast, but by furthering informed de¬ 
bate so thaT the acceptability of abor¬ 
tion wifi diminish in our culture. 

Yours faithfully. 

SIMON BIRD, 

71 Wilderness Road. 

Earley, Reading, Berkshire. 

April 24. 


Underground accolade 

From Mr A. R. Haydon 

Sir, Belinda Archer calls London 
Lfoderground “somewhat humour¬ 
less" (Media. April 23) — which, no 
doubt, on many occasions it is, but her 
comment is occasioned by its refasaj 
to display the recent advertisement 
containing the words “orgasm" and 
"foreplay”. 

London Underground — and 1 
never thought 1 would find myself 
saying it —Is dearly right to say that 
the poster “could... put people travel¬ 
ling with children in a difficult 
situation". 

Belinda Archer complains of "a 
possibly worrying trend among 
media owners to become guardians of 
the nation's moral wellbeing". 1 think 
they have a duty, like all peopte of 
influence, ra defend that very well- 
being. 

Might there not be a possibly 
worrying trend among journalists to 
let ihe nation's moral wellbeing go 
hang? 

Yours faithfully, 

A- R. HAYDON. 

The Old Hall Wing, 

152 The Street. Rockland St Mary, . 
Nr Norwich, Norfolk. 

April 24. 


that Europe needs a common cur¬ 
rency — and would need it even if the 
EU had never come into existence — 
for European trade, f am also convinc¬ 
ed that we need currencies to match 
economic potential, whether, at the 
national or regional levels. Money 
should not be a means or suppressing 
economic potential. The trouble oc¬ 
curs when governments create it for 
political reasons, where there is nor 
economic potential. 

Of course, if the EU is going to wid¬ 
en we need a reformed decision-mak¬ 
ing structure, but that is not such a 
bad thing if we are limiting the areas 
of European competence and intro¬ 
ducing the principle of Dexibility. 

Groups of countries should be al¬ 
lowed to go ahead in the areas they 
wish to develop but Lhe onus should 
be on them to prove that what they 
want to do is in no way detrimental to 
the vital interests of fellow member 
states. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN COLEMAN, 

Editor, 

New European, 

14-lb Carroun Road. SW8. 

April 23. 

From Sir Christopher Cockerell, FRS 

Sir, I seem to recall Sir Edward Heath 
saying that history has nothing to tel! 
us about the European Union. I am 
not sure that this is true. Napoleon 
tried to become the dictator of Europe. 
So did Bismarck and Hitler. Each 
time we had to step in. 

The current proposal for Europe is 
to have an appointed Commission, a 
non-sovereign Parliament and a 
European bank run tty non-elected 
people. Tins is a long way from a dem¬ 
ocracy and looks dangerous. 

The two countries with most experi¬ 
ence of running a democracy are the 
United Kingdom and the United 
States; in both, to slow things and 
make sure that new legislation has 
deep attention, there is a second 
chamber. Surely a second chamber is 
equally essential for the proper gov¬ 
erning of 500 million Europeans. 

To me the priority would be to per¬ 
suade the Europeans to alter the or¬ 
ganisation to a safe and proven form 
before there is a move to a common 


From Mrs Gienys Kinnock, 

MEP for South' West Wales East 
(Socialist Group {Labour )) 

Sir. I welcome the US announcement 
of foe imposition of sanctions against 
the Burmese military regime over the 
abuse of human rights in Burma (re¬ 
port, April 23). We must now lode to 
European countries to follow their 
lead. buDding on the derision on 
March 24 to withdraw Burma's pre¬ 
ferential market access to the EU. 

In recent months Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi has repeatedly urged 
Washington to impose economic sanc¬ 
tions. Attacks on National League for 
Democracy members have increased 
significantly and become more 
menacing. 

There has been increasing concern 
for her safety and that of her sup¬ 
porters, who face intimidation, har¬ 
assment. arbitrary arrest, imprison¬ 
ment and threats to their welfare and 


Healing of animals 

From His Honour David Stinson 

Sir, I hope that foe RSPCA investi¬ 
gators looking into the use of prayer to 
heal a dog injured in a road accident 
(report, April 18) will note foe Rev¬ 
erend J. Cameron Peddie*5 77tc 
Forgotten Talent — Cod's Ministry of 
Healing (Oldbourne, 1961). 

In a chapter headed "All God’s 
creatures", this Glasgow priest partic¬ 
ularises three of a number of occa¬ 
sions when he ministered to sick dogs 
by foe laying on of hands in foe name 
of Jesus, leading to their healing. One 
such castf was characterised by foe 
dog-owner's vet as a "miracle". 

Yours truly. 

DAVID STINSON, 

Barrack Row. 

Waldringfield. Woodbridge, Suffolk. 
April IS. 


‘Moral’ democracy 

From the Reverend J. D. Brown 

Sir. The Bishop of Oxford (letter, April 
15) is not being entirely fair to Simon 
Jenkins (article, April 12) who acknow¬ 
ledges the moral basis of democracy 
by quoting Alasdair MacIntyre's defi- 
ration: “ foe construction of local 
forms of community, within which 
dvtiity and foe intellectual and moral 
life can be sustained". 

The Archbishop of Canterbury is to 
be applauded for exercising his role of 
moral leadership by initiating a nat¬ 
ional debate on public morality, 
which is not aimed at imposing a mor¬ 
al code but a means of arriving at a 
consensus on what moral values can 
rightfully be shared. 

Yours sincerely. 

J. D. BROWN, 

3 Manor Way. Elmer Sands, 
Middleton-on-Sea. West Sussex. 

April 21. 


Letters for publication should carry 
contact telephone numbers. We 
regret that we cannot accept 
letters by telephone but they 
may be sent by fax to 0171-782 5046. 


currenity and a further loss of sover¬ 
eignly. 

An “English" American, Benjamin 
Franklin, was largely responsible for 
the brill ram United States Constitu¬ 
tion. A modern Franklin could do the 
same for Europe. 

Yours truly. 

CHRISTOPHER COCKERELL, 

16 Prospect Place. 

Hythe, Southampton. 

April 23. 

From Mr John M. Kennedy 

Sir, The letter (April 19) from Mr Roy 
Hattersley, Lord Howe and Sir David 
Steel on behalf of the European Move¬ 
ment warning us of the changes to 
Britain outside Europe says it all. 

The only reasons they put forward 
against leaving Europe are those 
stemming from Europe as a free-trade 
zone, increased business costs, foreign 
investment deterred, etc. Most people 
in Britain would. I am sure, fully sup¬ 
port a free-trade zone and, indeed, 
probably think that was all they voted 
for in the last referendum on the Com¬ 
mon Market, as it was then styled. 

The letter makes no mention what¬ 
soever of the political and social ad¬ 
vantages that might stem from Brit¬ 
ain being a part of a federal European 
Union. 1 wonder why? 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN KENNEDY. 

9 Orme Court, W2. 

April 21. 

From Mr Michael S. Bruce 

Sir. Mr Hattersley and his distin¬ 
guished colleagues are. of course, 
quite right: Britain should be in and 
and leading Europe. Foolishly, the 
French and the Germans do not share 
their view. Europe is led without 
much regard for Britain's interests or 
wishes. 

Years of negotiation under Tory 
and Labour governments have failed 
to alter this situation. What do Mr 
Hattersley and his friends propose to 
do abour it? 

Yours faithfully, 

M. S. BRUCE, 

3 Wistow Road, Selby, Yorkshire. 
April 23. 


thar of their families, including the 
threat of torture and murder. 

The US decision will mean a great 
deal to die opposition led by Daw 
Aung. Labour will put the protection 
and promotion of human rights at foe 
centre of our foreign policy: in foe 
party’s national executive committee 
statement at lasT year's conference the 
British Government was called upon 
to exert whatever pressure it could in 
order to bring about an end to the re¬ 
pression and the restoration of full 
human and political rights in Burma. 
Tony Blair invited Daw Aung to ad¬ 
dress foe Labour Party conference last 
October, but effective house arrest 
prevented her from attending. 

Yours sincerely. 

GLENYS KINNOCK, 

Constituency office, 

1 Bridge View, 

Cwmfelinfach, Newport, Gwent. 

April 23. 


Too many cats 

From MrF. Paul Taylor 

Sir. More cruelty- to cats is not foe only 
consequence of foe increasing cat 
population (report, April 23). 

The wildlife in our towns and 
villages is being devastated. Thrushes 
and blackbirds and all foe smaller 
birds which used to nest in our hedges 
and shrubbery have long since been 
killed. 

This spring the cats have turned 
their attention to the frogs in our pond 
which have given us so much delight 
and interest over foe years. All have 
been mauled and not a single one is 
left. 

If those who keep cats are really 
animal lovers they should give a 
thought to all the wildlife their pets 
destroy. No wonder our small birds 
are fast disappearing. 

Yours faithfully, 

F. - PAUL TAYLOR, 

7 Kingsway. 

Frod sham. Cheshire. 

April 24. 


Lottery grants 

From the Chairman of the Museums 
and Galleries Commission 

Sir, The research published tty foe 
Directory of Social Change (report, 
April 15) appears to fail to distinguish 
between fending for national institu¬ 
tions and regional expenditure. 

Of foe United Kingdom’s 19 nat¬ 
ional museums, for example, ten are- 
in London. The welcome support from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund for many of 
these should be separated from re¬ 
gional calculations. 

The fund’s support throughout the 
United Kingdom has helped muse¬ 
ums large and small to develop capi¬ 
ta) projects which increase public ac¬ 
cess and benefit tourism and local and 
regional economies. 

Yours faithfully, 

JAMES JOLL 
Chairman, 

Museums and Galleries Commission , 
lb Queen Anne's Gale. SWJ. 

.April IS. 


Challenge to UK 
of EU presidency 

From the Chairman of the Institute 
far European Environmental Policy, 
London 

Sir, The next Government, of which¬ 
ever party, will take over foe presi¬ 
dency of foe EU Council on January 1, 
1998. This institute believes that the 
presidency will offer powerful oppor¬ 
tunities to take a decisive lead on en¬ 
vironmental protection in Europe. 

Although there will be an inherited 
agenda largely predetermined by its 
predecessors and by detailed Com¬ 
mission proposals already on the 
table, the UK presidency wiLl have the 
opportunity to influence the debate on 
several issues of major environmental 
significance. These include the reform 
of the structural and cohesion Funds 
(due to expire in 1999) spent on devel¬ 
oping selected regions, foe reform of 
the common agricultural policy and 
the common fisheries policy, and en¬ 
largement of the EU to embrace coun¬ 
tries in Central and Eastern Europe. 

While consideration of the environ¬ 
mental implications of some of these 
issues is well developed, the debate on 
enlargement has hardly begun. The 
UK presidency could begin to bring 
into the open both the costs to the ap¬ 
plicant countries, and to the EU bud¬ 
get, of their meeting modem environ¬ 
mental standards, and the opportuni¬ 
ties that EU membership will bring in 
ensuring that environmental values 
are respected. 

The key is early preparation. The 
conclusion of the inter-governmental 
conference (IGQ wifi be an immedi¬ 
ate preoccupation but. from May Z it 
will be equally important to Stan at 
once to build the foundations for a 
productive presidency. In this process 
the UK can give leadership by dearly 
projecting that foe European Union's 
common identity rests, to an import¬ 
ant extent, on its shared natural envir¬ 
onment and a firm commitment to 
sustainable development. 

Yours faiihfelly. 

CRAN BROOK. 

Chairman, 

Institute for European Environmental 
Policy. London, 

Dean Bradley House, 

52 Horseferry Road, SW1. 

April 24. 


Defence of choirs 

From Mr Bernard Haunch 

Sir. Richard Morrison's tongue-in- 
cheek piece (“Please don't watch, it 
spoils foe fen" April 19) would hardly 
have reconciled Channel 5 to its view¬ 
ing figures. Neither would it have 
amused cathedral organists to see 
their choirs, which this organisation 
has been formed to support described 
as one of those “cherished cultural in¬ 
stitutions ... happily ignored by foe 
entire population". 

Whilst it is true that many still 
know little or nothing of our great 
cathedral choirs, others are at last 
becoming aware of these jewels in 
their midst Though Evensong may 
occasionally be sparsely attended, 
overall the number of worshippers 
taking part is on foe increase: indeed, 
it can sometimes be difficult to find a 
seaL 

Choral services, however, are not 
meant to be concerts. They are not 
competing for an audience in the 
manner of a television channel. Their 
prime function is to offer fitting praise 
to the Almighty and to assist foe con¬ 
gregation in its devotions. 

Our cathedral choirs are arguably 
the one certain thing in national life of 
which we may feel justifiably proud. 

Yours faithfully. 

B. L. HAUNCH 
(Secretary). 

Campaign for the Defence of foe 
Traditional Cathedral Choir, 

17 Wjgmore Street, Wl. 

April 19. 


Counting them in 

From MrJ. Arden-Daris.ACA 

Sir. The seemingly endless numbers 
of accountants referred to by Mr J. M. 
Potter (letter. April 23) are, of course, 
marathon finishers in their own right, 
the only significant difference being 
foal large quantities of pasta are con¬ 
sumed after completion of the ac¬ 
countancy exam marathon in the hunt 
for a girth to match the qualified ac¬ 
countant’s prosperity. 

As an aside, I understand that the 
correct distance for accountants run¬ 
ning in the Marathon is whatever 
their clients would tike it to be. 

Yours faithfully, 

JAMES ARDEN-DAV1S, 

79 Ranelagh Road, 

East Ham. E6. 

April 23. 


Nesting habits 

From Mr Phil R. Ridgwqy 

Sir. We regularly have one or two 
pairs of house marlins nesting in our 
stables. However, this year there is a 
group of three birds busily building a 
nest together. 

Is this unusual? Should I just ignore 
them, seek the advice of die Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds, or 
ask the clergy for guidance? 

Yours sincerely, 

PHIL RIDGWAY, 

27 Naveme Meadows, 

Woodbridge, Suffolk. 

April 23. 


Support for US sanctions on Burma 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR CASTLE 
April 34: General Sir Charles 
Guthrie was received by rhe 
Queen upon his appointment as 
Chief of the Defence Staff and 
remained lo Luncheon, 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Presi¬ 
dent, this afternoon attended a 
Luncheon followed by the Annual 
General Meeting of King George's 
Fund for Sailors at the Mansion 
House. London EC2. 

The Prince of Wales, on behalf of 
The Queen, held an Investiture at 
Cardiff Castle this morning. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 24; The Prince Edward. 
Trustee, The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award, this evening attended the 
Royal Gala performance of “Mir¬ 
acles", a concert produced by 
London Murid with the Award, at 
the Royal Albert Hall, London 
SW7. 

April 24: The Princess Royal. 
Colonel-in-Chief. The King's Royal 
Hussars, today visited MQnsier. 
Germany. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
April 24: The Prince of Wales icday 
visited Cirdiffand was received by 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
South Glamorgan |Captain Nor¬ 
man Lloyd-Edwards RNR1. 

His Royal Highness. Chan¬ 
cellor. this afternoon toured the 
University of Wales's Glamorgan 
Building and met staff and 
students. 

The Prince of Wales later visited 
the Old Library . St David's Hall, 
the Hayes. ;uid met trustees of the 
Cardiff Old Library Trust and was 
briefed on plans to crcat a centre 
for visual arts at the Old Library. 

His Royal Highness, Patron. 
BBC National Orchestra of Wales, 
afterwards visited BBC Llandaff 
and watched a rehearsal of the 
orchestra. 


KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 24: The Princess Margaret, 
Countess of Snowdon. Member of 
the Court of Assistants of The 
Haberdashers' Company, at¬ 
tended the Company's Golden 
Lecture, given by the Bishop of 
London at St Lawrence Jewry nest 
Guildhall. London EC2. today. 

Her Royal Highness sub¬ 
sequently joined the Court and 
Members nf the Company for 
Luncheon at Goldsmiths' Hall. 
London ECZ 

April 24: The Duke of Gloucester, 
Patron, the Kensington Society, 
this evening attended the Annual 
General Meeting at 23 Kensington 
Square. London WS. 

YORK HOUSE 

April 24: The Duke of Kent. V'fo?- 
Chairman, the British Overseas 
Trade Board, this morning at¬ 
tended a Britain Means Business 
Workshop on mobilising capital 
for South Africa, at die Mount 
Nelson Hotel and later made a 
tour of Robben Island and its 
museum. 

His Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon attended 'lunch with Mr 
Chris Nissen. Western Cape 
Provincial Minister for Econnmie 
Affairs, and later visited die 
Baygen clockwork radio factory. 

The Duke of Kent (his evening 
attended a British Telecom Global 
Challenge Round (he World Yacht 
Race dinner at the residence of the 
British High Commissioner. Up¬ 
per Hiliwnod Road. Bishopscourt. 
Cape Town. 

The Duchess of Kent. Patron. 
United Kingdom Committee for 
United Nations Children's Fund, 
this evening left London Heathrow 
airport for Johannesburg. South 
Africa. 

Mrs Julian Tomkins was in 
attendance. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Colo- 
nel-in-Chief. will attend the annual 
dinner of the Intelligence Corps at 
Painters' Hall at 7.05. 

The Princess Royal. Colonel-in- 
Chief, The Royal Scots {The Royal 
Regiment), will visit the First 
Banal ion. Cinque (forts Training 
Area. Lydd Camp, Romney 
Marsh, at 10.00. 

The Princess Margaret will attend 
a concert and dinner in aid of the 
St George's School, Windsor Cas¬ 
tle. Development Campaign, at the 
Royal Naval College. Greenwich, 
at 7.00. 


Appointment 

Mr Mungo Campbell. Assistant 
Keeper of Prints and Drawings at the 
National Gallery of Scotland, has 
been appointed Deputy Director of 
rtur Hunterian Art Gallery at Glas¬ 
gow University. 


Church news 

Appointments 

The Rev James MacNaughron. 
Vicar. Amble: to be Team Rector, 
Cramlingion (Newcastle). 

The Rev fan Pulled. Rector. Mor¬ 
ton and Sronebroom: to be also 
Pries l-io-charge. Shir kind (Derby). 
The Rev Julie Ramsboitom. Cu¬ 
rate, Bray Si Michael w Braywood: 
to be Rector. West Wood hay w 
En borne. Hams lead Marshall. 
Ink pen and Combe (Oxford). 

The Rev Shefagh Stacey: to he 
Priest-in-charge, Carleton and 
East Hardwick (Wakefield). 

The Rev Tony Vigors, Vicar, 
Meltham (Wakefield): to be Vicar. 
St John and St Stephen. Reading 
(Oxford). 

The Rev Christopher Walker, 
Vicar. St Stephen. Chatham: to be 
Rector, St Nicholas. Chislehurst 
(Rochester). 

The Rev Dave Waller. Chaplain. 
University of Greenwich (South¬ 
wark): to be Priest-in-charge, St 
MartheWs. Yiewslev (London). 


School news 


Danes HQJ School, Oxsbofl 
Danes .Hill School. Oxshott. 
Surrey, would be delighted to hear 
from former pupils who would be 
interested in receiving further 
information about the Danes Hill 
Golden Jubilee celebrations this 
summer. Please contact the Head¬ 
master's Secretary on 01372 
84234b. 

Giggleswick School 
Summer Term began on Monday, 
April 21. Mr David StockdaJe. QC. 
MA. has succeeded Lord 
ShunJewonh as Chairman nf Gov¬ 
ernors. The Bishop of Bradford 


will take the Confirmation Service 
on Sunday, May 4. Speech Day 
will be on Saturday, May 24. when 
Mrs Julia Cleverdon, the Chief 
Executive of Business in the Com¬ 
munity. will be the Guest of 
Honour. There will be a special 
Old Giggleswickian Reunion for 
l%5-74 Leavers on Saturday. May 
17, and Old Giggleswickian Day 
will be on Saturday. July 5. The 
Chapel Choir will sing Brahms' 
Requiem in Bradford Cathedral on 
Sunday. July 6. Information cri 
these events is available from the 
Headmaster's Secretary 01720 
SM545. 


70th Harrogate Spring Flower Show 


Daffodils come in from the cold to win 

By Alan Toogood, horticultural correspondent 


IT IS a difficult season for daffodil 
exhibitors, with flowering several weeks 
eariier than normal, yet a display of high 
quality daffodil blooms has been judged 
best exhibit at the 70th Harrogate Spring 
Flower Show, which opened yesterday. 

Staged by J. Walker's Bulbs, of 
Holbcach, Lincolnshire, the 55 cultivars. 
held in cold storage prior to the show, 
include the new pure white small cupped 
•‘Carrara". 

R.V. Roger, of Pickering. North York¬ 
shire. specialises in unusual and fancy 
daffodils. He is showing for the first time 
a split corona daffodil. “Dolly 
Mollinger”. whose flowers look like a 
fried egg. and the highly fragrant 
Narcissus Odorarus “Campemeli 
Plenus". 

The horticultural trade section, weil 
supported by local nurseries, is strong on 
spring flowering woodland garden 
plants and alpines. An extensive display 
of these plants has been staged by 
Retrieving Nurseries, of Kettlesing, Har¬ 
rogate. and features meconopsis or 
Himalayan poppies, the familiar blue 
spedes plus rarities such as red flowered 


Meconopsis Punicea and diminutive M. 
DeJamyi with violet coloured blooms. 

The woodland gardens staged by the 
Harlow Carr botanical gardens, of 
Harrogate, feature foxgloves, which nor¬ 
mally flower in summer. To get the 

J ijants in flower for this show involved 
breing them in a warm greenhouse. 

A garden created by the Great Houses 
and Gardens of Yorkshire group gives a 
taste of the horticulture, history and 
heritage which can be experienced at 
more than 35 historic venues throughout 
Yorkshire; and a Chinese inspired 
garden with western planting, by the 
Historic Gardens of Yorkshire Group 
acknowledges the international diversity 
of garden plants. 

The exhibit of bulbs and other plants 
from Jacques Amand. of Stan more, 
Middlesex, has a strong woodland 
garden theme and includes choice hardy 
orchids such as the brick red monkey 
orchid. 

A number of out-ofseason plants are 
featured, including delphiniums from C. 
and J. Ration of Methley, West York¬ 
shire. It takes great skill to get the 


summer flower perennials into bloom in 
April. 

The aim of the North of England 
Bonsai Association, of York, formed two 
years ago, is to promote the art of bonsai. 
Their exhibit assembled from private 
collections, is certainly eye-catching and 
features a 50-year-old Japanese maple. 
Acer Palmatum "Deshojo" with brilliant 
red foliage. 

There is a good sprinkling of new 
plants at this show. One of the most 
unusual must be Viola "Stacey Proud" 
with gold variegated foliage, shown by 
Proud Plants, of Ainstable, Cumbria. It 
was discovered as a seedling on the 
nursery about three yeare ago. 

Other highlights of the show, 
organised by the North of England 
Horticultural Society, includes the shows 
of the Wakefield and North of England 
Tulip Society, the Daffodil Society and 
the Alpine Garden Society and a flower 
arrangement marquee. 

The show, in the great Yorkshire 
showground. Harrogate. North York¬ 
shire, is open from 9J0am-6pm daily, 
dosing on Sunday at 430pm. 



David Shepherd, the 
artist, is 66 today 


Birthdays 

today 

Professor R.F. Boucher. Principal 
and Vice-Chancellor. UMIST. 57; 
Mr Erie Bristow, darts player. 40. 
Sir Robin Cater, former chairman. 
Distillers Company, 78; Mr An¬ 
thony Christopher, trade unionist 
72' Mr David de IVyer. former 
director-general. Cancer Research 
Campaign. 63; Mr Ellis Douek. 
otologist. 63: Sir Geoffrey Ellertan, 
former chairman. Local Govern¬ 
ment Boundary Commission for 
England. 77; DrT.E. Faber, chair¬ 
man. Geoffrey Faber Holdings. 70; 
Dr John Fox, medical statistician. 
51; Lord Hayter. 86; Sir ffoul Judge, 
former director general. Conser¬ 
vative Party, 48; Mrs Janet King. 
former Governor, Holloway' 
prison. 47; the Earl or Lichfield, 58; 
Mr John V. Light. Rector. Edin¬ 
burgh Academy, 49: Mr David 
Machin. Under Treasurer, Gray's 
Inn. 63; Lady Marre. former 
chairman, BBC and I BA Central 
Appeals Advisory Committee. 77: 
Surgeon Vice-Admiral Sir Godfrey 
MiUon-Thompson, 67; Judge Mar¬ 
ian Nome, 57: Mr Al Pacino, actor, 
57: Judge Helen Paling. 64: Lord 
Skidelsky. 58: Sir Francis Graham- 
Smith. former Astronomer Royal. 
74; Mrs Linda Stone, former 
president. Royal Pharmaceutical 
Society of Great Britain. 46; Mr 
Peter Sutherland, managing direc¬ 
tor. Goldman Sadis International. 
51: Mrs V.E. Sutherland, diplomat. 
58. 


Legal appointment 

Mrs Helen Mary Hughes to be a 
Circuit Judge, assigned to the 
Midland and Oxford Circuit. 


Memorial services 


Earl of Portland 

A service of thanksgiving for xhe 
life of the Earl of Portland was held 
yesterday in Harrow School Cha¬ 
pel. The Rev James Power, School 
Chaplain, officiated. Lady Anna 
Bentinck. daughter, read The 
Prophet by Kahili Gibran. 

Mr Noel Diacono. Mr Vernon 
Sullivan. Mr James Lovelock and 
the Right Rev Kenneth Cragg gave 
addresses. Among others present 
were: 

Jenifer Countess of Portland 
(widow], die Ear/ and Countess of 
Portland, (son and daughter in-law). 
Lady Sorrel Bentinck (daughter). 
Lady Brydgyne van der Wvcfc 
Bentinck (sister), Lady Alexandra 
Cavendish-Bentinck. 

The Eorf and Countess of 
Gainsborough. Mr Peregrine and 
Lady Maureen Fellowes. Mr William 
Parente. Mr Tanv Amutrading and 
other members aT the family and 
friends. 

Mr Ralph W. Selby 

A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Mr Ralph Walfond Selby, 
former diplomat, was held yes¬ 
terday in the Guards Chapel, 
Wellington Barracks. The Rev 
Lesley Bryan officiated, assisted by 
the Rev Nigel O'Connor. Lieuten¬ 


ant-Colonel Lord Wynford read 
the lesson and Mrs Virginia 
Knowles, daughter, read On his 
Blindness by John Milton. Vice- 
Admiral Sir John Lea gare an 
address. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Af¬ 
fairs was represented by Sir John 
Birch and the Permanent Under 
Secretary and Head of the Dip¬ 
lomatic Service by Mr Francis 
Richards. Among Where present 
were: 


Caniessa Pamela Cavazza and Mis 
Cynthia Selby (daughters). Mr 
Geoffrey Knowles tson-in-law). Katie 
and Gemma Knowles and Jessica 
Reid (grandchildren]. Mr David 
Reid, Ladv wynford. the Hon Mrs 
Slene Brandon. Lady Alexandra 
Roche. Sir John smith. CH. 
Viscountess Esher, the Marchioness 
of Zetland and other members of the 
family. 

Lord Savlle. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lord wigram, Lady Pamela 
Humphrys. the Hon Diana MakgllL 
Sir David and the Hon Ladv Roche. 
Lady Muckworm. Sir Douglas and 
Lady Henley, sir Peter and Lady 
Scon. Sir Reginald and Lady 
Seconde. Dame Gillian Brown 
(Anglo-NOrse Society). Sir Sydney 
GI hard. Sir william and Lady 
Harpham. 

Mrs Nigel O’Connor. Mr Fronds 
Tu non. Mr and Mrs Cedi Barclay. Mr 
Rodney Whitworth. Mr Michael 
Clark. Mrs Doris Uddle. Mr Brian 


Atkins. Mrs Basil Sanders. Mr Paul 
Lowety, Mr N J Travis. Mr J W Trigg. 
Mr and Mrs Evan James. Miss S 
wyldbore-smlth. Mr David Bendali. 
Mr and M-s Robert Tesh. Mr John G 
Taylor. Mr a H Reincke. Mrs c M A 
Mackintosh. Mrs S w Peck. Mrs I 
Whitworth. Major G Thome. Mr 
Richard Reincke. Commander F N 
Ponsonbv. Mr Rowland Hill. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick 
Burnabv-Aikins. Mrs prunella 
Briance."Mrs C M Easter. 

Lieutenani-Colonel C.J.E. 
Sevmour (representing the 
Regimental Lieutenant-colonel. 
Grenadier Guards;. Mr Peter 
Nicholson icommodore. Royal Yacht 
Squadron*. Mr Keith Shackleton 
(Society of WiJdli/e Artists) and Mrs 
Shackleton and mam other triends 
and former colleagues. 


Mr Jeremy Maas 
A memorial service for Mr Jeremy 
Stephen Maas, author and an 
dealer, was held yesterday at Sr 
George's. Hanover Square. The 
Rev W.M. Atkins officiated- 
Mrs Henry Strutt, daughter, 
read from ihe works of Joyce 
Grenfell, Mr Rupert Maas. son. 
read from the works of Stephen 
Spender, and Mr Jonathan Maas, 
son. also gave a reading. Mr Barry 
Humphries paid tribute and Mr 
Nicolas Barker gave an address. 


University news 


Manchester 

The following to be Pro Vice- 
Chancellors for three years from 
September 1: Professor P D 
GummetL Professor N H F Wil¬ 
son. Professor Katharine M Perera 
has been re-appointed as Pro Vice- 
Chancellor for three years from 
September I. 

Appointments to chairs 
John F Healey. Reader In Semitic 
Studies, to be Professor of Semitic 
Studies In the Department of Middle 
Eastern Studies. 

David H J Moran. Reader In 
Sociology, to be Professor or Sociology 
In the Department of Sociology. 
Lizbeth Stanley. Reader In Sociology 
and DirectororwomentStudies.lobe 
Professor of Sociology and women's 
studies in the Department of 
Sociology. 

valeric Elizabeth Newton. Reader In 
Audiologfcal Medicine, to be Professor 
of Audlologlcal Medicine In the School 
of Education. 

Honorary and Yfeitiag Appointments 
Cliff Jones. Director. Applications 
Division at Harlequin Lid and former 
Professor of computer Science at the 
university, to be Honorary Professor In 
Computer Science for three years. 
Natlua Ebon. Professor of Cbn/caJ 
Optometry. Department of optomeuy 
and vision Studies. UMIST. to be 
Honorary Professor In ophthalmology 
for three years in the first Instance. 
Christopher J Main. Honorary Reader 
In me Psycholory of Rheumatic 
Diseases and Head of the Department 
of Behavioural Medicine u Hope 
Hosuhal, Salford, lo be Honorary 
Prolessor of Rheumatology In the 
Faculty of Medicine for three years. 


Tom A HLnchcllffe. retired managing 
director of the High Performance 
Technology Division. ICL. to be 
Honorary visiting Professor In the 
Department of Computer Science tor 
three years. 

Jacques Durand. Professor of English 
Linguistics at the UFR des Eludes du 
Monde Anglophone. University de 
Toulouse If. to be Honorary Professor 
In the Department of Linguistics for 
three years. 

Michael G Walker. ConsuUanr 
vascular Surgeon. Manchester Royal 
inflmwiy. to be Honorary Professor of 
Surgery tor three years. 

David Charleswonh. consultant 
vascular surgeon at the university 
Hospital of South Manchester, to be 
Honorary Professor of Surgery for 
three years. 

Michael Orme. Processor of Pharma¬ 
cology and Therapeutics ai Liverpool 
Universtty and Director of Education 
and Training for the North West 
Regional Office of Che NHS Executive, 
to be Honorary visiting Professor In 
Med Id tie for three years. 

John Howie. Professor of General 
Practice. Edinburgh University, and 
Chair of the Advisory Board of the 
National primary Care Research and 
Development Centre to be Honorary 
visiting professor in the Centre for 
three yean. 

Richard v Abadl. Reader and Director 
of Graduate Studies. Department or 
Optometrv and Vision science, um 1ST. 
to be Honorary Reader In Ophthalmo¬ 
logy tor three years In the first instance. 
Appointments 

Peter Richard Kay to be Senior Lecturer 
In Orthopaedic Surgery, 
william crowther to be Lecturer in 
Engineering. Manchester School of 
Engineering. 

Jonathan Kobine to be Lecturer In 
Experimental Physics. Department at 
Physics and Astronomy. 


Maria-ftuih Moretto lo be Lecturer In 
Classics (LailnL In the Classics and 
History Section. Department of 
History. 

Daniel a RJcaudl to be Lecturer in 
Molecular Physiology. School of 
Biological Sciences. 

Anderson Joseph Ryan to be Lecturer 
In Cancer Studies. Department of 
on co 


GCmther K H Zupanc to be Lecturer in 
Integrative Animal Biology. School of 
Biological Sciences. 


Luncheon 

HM Government 

Sir Nicholas Botisor. Minister of 
State for Foreign and Common¬ 
wealth Affairs, was the host al a 
luncheon ghvn yesterday by Her 
Majesty's Government at Lancaster 
House lo bid farewell lo the Ambas¬ 
sador of Panama, Serior Aquilino 
Boyd de la Guardia. 


Service dinner 

HAC 

General Sir Michael Wilkes presided 
at the annual St George's dinner of 
the Honourable Artillery Company 
held last night at Armoury House 
The Duke of Westminster proposed 
the unst 'England - . Major J N 
Pfupson and Sir Tasker Watkins. VC. 
also spoke. 
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Dinners 

Scrivener*' Company 
Mr Alderman Richard Nichols. 
Senior Alderman below ifre Chair, 
and Lord Bingham of ComhilL 
Lord Chief Justice, were ihe prin¬ 
cipal guests al a livery dinner of 
ihe Scriveners' Company held last 
niehi at Salters' Hall Mr B D. 
CM tsars. Master, presided. 

Glaziers' Company 
Mr M.C. Tosh. Master of the 
Glaziers' Company, with the War¬ 
dens and their ladies received 
members nf the court and their 
guests at the Si Mark's Day 
Quarter dinner held last night at 
Glaziers' Hail. 

The Masters of the Bakers'. Wax 
Chandlers' and Carpenter' Com¬ 
panies and the Warden nf the 
Fellmongers' Company of Rich¬ 
mond. Yorkshire, were among fhe 
guests. 

Glovers' Company 
Mr Michael Down, Master of the 
Glovers' Company, presided a( a 
dinner held last night at Middle 
Temple Hall 10 mark the 50ih 
anniversary of the formation of the 
company's adopted Territorial 
Army Regiment and 40 years 
association of the regiment with 
the company. 

The Common Serjeant of 
London, and (he Masters of the 
Musicians'. Framework Knitters' 
and Master Mariners' Companies 
were the principal guests. 

Carmen’s Company 
Mr J.M.B. Gotch. Master of the 
Carmen’s Company, presided at a 
dinner held last night at Painters' 
Hail. Sir Ralph Robins. Chairman 
of Rolls-Royce. Mr Robert 
McCartney. Centrex, and Major- 
General M.S. White. Director- 
General Logistic Support (Army) 
also spoke. 

During the dinner the Master 
presented the Carmen's Sword of 
Honour for 1997 tn Lieutenant 
C.T.G. Driver-Williams. Rpyai 
Logistics Corps, the Sir Henry 
Royoe Memorial Award to Rolls- 
Royce for the development of the 
Trent engine and the Royal Logis¬ 
tic Corps Safety Award 19% tn 
Centrex for their imaginative new 
training programmes. 

"Saints and Sinners** Club 
Professor David Purdie, the Right 
Rev Lord Runcie, Mr John 
Mathew. QC and Mr Gay 
Kindersley, Chairman of the 
"Saints and Sinners” Club, were 
the speakers at the annual dinner 
held last night at the Savoy Hotel. 
Afterwards. Mr Kindersley in¬ 
stalled Mr Jimmy Tarbuck as his 
successor. 

Japan Society 

The Ambassador of Japan, Presi¬ 
dent of the Japan Society, attended 
the annual dinner held last night 
at the Four Seasons Hoed. Park 
Lane. Mr Eddie George, Governor 
of the Bank of England, was the 
guest of honour. During the din¬ 
ner Mrs Mary-Grace Browning 
and Mrs Masayo Kidani were 
presented with the society's 
Cortazri awards by Sir John 
Whitehead. GCMG. CVO. , 

Luxembourg Society 
Mr Oliver Miles, accompanied by | 
Mrs Miles, was the guest of 
honour at the annual dinner of the 
Luxembourg Society hdd last 
nighi al the Athenaeum Club. Mr ! 
Percy Grieve, QC chairman, pre¬ 
sided. The Ambassador of Luxem¬ 
bourg and Mme Weyland 
attended. 

European-Adamic Group 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein, 
President of the European-Allan tic 
Group, presided at a dinner- 
discussion held lost night at the St 
Ermin's Hotel. Mr Richard 
Striven. Chief Financial Officer, 
Corporation of London, was the 
speaker. The Ambassador of Fin¬ 
land, the High Commissioner for 
Singapore and other members nf 
the Diplomatic Corps, civil ser¬ 
vants. bonkers and businessmen 
were among those present. 


Forthcoming 
marriages 

Mr H D. BlakeJaows / 
and Miss 1 A. Uiaeral / 

The engagement is announced 
between Hugh, son trf-Dr and Mrs 
R.B Blake-James- oi ffoddington, 
Yorkshire, and Mbelie, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Lauwral. of 
France. / 

Mr A.D. Bomrtl 

and Miss A.V'Traill 

The engagenfcnt is announced . 
between Alani son of Mr and Mis. 
Robin Bumdit of West Linton,. 
Tweeckfole, and Anne: youngest 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Robert. 
Traill, of Tadwordi, Surrey. 

Mr P.RL Dennison 
and Miss V.P. Roshothen 
The engagement is announced 
between Piers, son of Mr Richard 
Dennison and the late Mrs 
Caroline Dennison, of London, 
and Vanessa, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Michael Roskothen. of New 
York 

Mr E. Duggan 
and Miss M.C Rice 
The engagement is announced 
beruesn Edward, son of Mr and 
Mrs E. Duggan, of London, and 
M ary. younger da ughler of the late 
Mr EJ. Rice and of Mrs EJ. Rice, 
of Stoke Golding. Leicestershire. 

Dr M.GK. Hamilton 
and Dr J. Boardmao 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark, elder son of Judge 
and Mrs Jobn Hamilton, of Anstey. 
Hertfordshire, and Julie, only 
child of Mr and Mrs Peter Board- 
man. or Lyiham. Lancashire. 

Mr DAB. Hughes 
and Miss A-L.M. Houstoaa 
The engagement is announced 
between David, son of Mr and 
Mrs Philip Hughes, of Owed. 
Surrey, and Annie, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Willie Houstoun, of 
Rhubeg, S crone. Argyll. 

Mr G Sinclair 
and Miss C.U.Y. Benyon 
The engagement is announced 
between Clayton, son of Mr and 
Mrs W. Sinclair, of Tamahere. 
New Zealand, and Camilla, youn¬ 
gest daughter of Mr and Mrs T.Y. 
Benyon. of Adstock. 
Buckinghamshire. 

Captain MA Somers 
and Muss JJ1 Gddeard 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Mark Somers. 
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
(Carabiniere and Greys), eldest 
son of Mr and Mrs Michael I. 
Somers, of Surrey, and Joanne, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs R. Brian 
Geldeard. of Ffcnnal. Powys. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: King Edward II. reigned 
1307-27. Caernarvon. 1284: Oliver 
Cromwell. Lord Protector 1655-58, 
Huntingdon. I9W; Sir Marc 
Isambard Brunei, engineer, 
Haoqueville, France. 1769: . John 
Keble. a founder of the Oxford 
Movement, Fairford, Gloucester¬ 
shire, 1792; C.B. Fry. sportsman, 
Croydon. 1872: Walter de la Mare. 
poet and novelist, Charlton. Kent. 
1873; GugJielroo Marconi, physi¬ 
cist, Nobel laureate 1909. Bologna, 
1874: Victoria Alexandra Alice 
Mary. Princess Royal. York Cot¬ 
tage. Sandringham. 1897; Ed 
Murrow. broadcaster. North 
Carolina. 1908. 

DEATHS: Torquato Tasso, poet, 
Rome. IOT5; Anders Celsius, 
inventor of the Centigrade 
thermometer, Uppsala. Sweden. 
1744: William Cowper. poet East 
Dereham, Norfolk. 1800. Sir Carol 
Reed, film director. London. 1976. 
Today is Anzac Day commemorat¬ 
ing the landing of Australian and 
New Zealand troops at Gallipoli, 
I9f5. 

Work began on the Suez Canal, 
1859. 

A paper published by geneticists 
James Watson and Francis Crick 
established the structure and func¬ 
tion of DMA 1953. 

The Hubble space telescope was 
launched from the shuttle Discov¬ 
ery. 1990. 
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BMDS: 0171 6806880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


But Scripture soys, * I 
beltewKL and Uwtefon 1 
spoke oaf and ire too. to the 
same spirit of faith, believe 
and thorefore speak one. 1 
Corinthians 4 : 13,14 


BIRTHS 


ASQUITH - On 22nd April 
1997. (o Fiona fn4o 
MacaagMen) and Martin, a 
daughter, Imogen Mortal, a 
sister for Eleanor. 
CRUMMETT , On lBlh April, to 
Skerry (n4e Hume-Wright} 
and Esophon. a daughter, 
Rebecca Clair®. 

DOWNS - On Monday dth 
January at The Royal Free, 
Bampstoad, to Loma (n&a 
Taylor} and Jonathan, a 
daughter^lsabeua Eleanor 

DUKES - On Sth April 1997 in 
France, to Jana and Justin, a 
daughter, Lacy Jane 
MacAlBster, sister to Joanna, 
Tom, Sam and Augustine. 
FOORD - On April 21st. to 
Christina (nee Lord} and 
Johan, a son. Hilary Bobatt. 
U1WAIO - On April 18th at 
Royal Surrey Counry. to 
Sarah (nde Cars berg) and 
NeO, a daughter, Isabel Zoe, 
a mta for Tristan. 

KSCTOM - On April 17th at The 
Portland Hospital, to JnUe 
and Spence, a son, Alwyn 
Kbys, a partner in crime for 
Bryn and Gareth. 

HOWES - On April 20 th 1997, 
to Karan and Andrew, a 
daughter, Isabella CaUterine 
Sntiierland, a beantifui 
sister lor Georgina. 
KNOWLES - On April 22 ad 
1997, to Clare (n4e 
BacordOh) and Jonathan, a 

ym [ 

MATTHHHS- Of) April 21st at 
The XoyaJ Surrey County 
Hospital, to Helen (nfe 
Morgan) and Tim, a son, 
William Thomas Morgan, a 
brother (or LytUa. 
MoCOHMCK - On April 23rd 
1997 at Che Unfrexstiy of 
Michig an Haipdta], to John 
an it Jan, a eon, Aldan Jura 
Fleming, a brother (or 
Sophie and LUy. 

SYKES • On 23rd April, to 
Susannah Cn£e Lawton} and 
James, a sea. Manhew OUeat 
TANNER - On 20th April at St 
Marys Hospital, to Victoria 
Cnee Wanes} and fames, a 
daughter, Lara Theresa 
Annette. 

VOICE - To Sally and Michael 
on 21st April « beautiful 
son. Ca m ero n , a brother (or 
Kerry. 


DEATHS 


ARCHER . John Ccrekel 
Peacefully passed away on 
23rd April after a 
courageou straggle against 
Ufoesa, Beloved husband of 
Monique and devoted father 
of Charles-Beni and AUx A 
fnnexai service win be held 
at die Church of St Cosmos 
& Damian tn The Bison on 
Tuesday 29th April at II am. 


C.W. Lyons & Sons Funeral 
Directors (01227} 463608- 


22nd, peacefully in Poring^ 
Dearly beloved husband of 
etfnl father 


of Tim and__ 

Stamps to Jo. Tori. Robert, 
Jonty, Christopher and rips. 
Loved and respected by all 
who knew him. Service of 
Thanks giving la England 
will be announced latex. 

BLACKBURN - On April 24lh 
1997. Peacefully la his 
eleep, Alan aged 53 of 
Ears ham, Norfolk. Unch 
loved by aD who knew him. 
Funeral Service at All Saint's 
Cboreh. Earaham on Monday 
April 28th at 11 am. 
followed by interment In the 
churchyard. Family flower* 
only. Donations If desired 
for Cancer Research c/o 
Coccey Funeral Services, 12 
Chancer Street, Bnngay, 


BUTCHER - Malcolm aged 52. 
died aaddealy and 
unexpectedly on 9th April. 

Lecturer at bourne mouth 
and Poole Collage. Beloved 
only son of Marjorie. 

CARISK • Margaret. wUow of 
Dr. Hers Carlene, dearly 
laved mother of Linda end 
GflUauo, faring grandmother 
of Jonathan, Amanda and 
Claire, on April 23rd 1997 
after « short illness 
eonrageoBSly beme. Funeral 
Service cakes place ai Bovey 

Tracey llethodfat church at 
1030 am. on Tuesday 29th 
April, followed by cremation 
at Exeter. Family flowers 
only. Donations, If desired, 
to The British Heart 
Foundation or Cancer 

Research do Coomb** & 
Sons, 73 Foie Street, Bovey 
Tracey, Devon. 

DARBY - Sobert Slnkler 
peacefully on April 23rd. 
The Zteaoal will he bold at 
XMnmstow Parish Church, 
Monmouthshire, 1130 am. 
on Monday April 28th. 
Donations if wished to 
Alzheimer Disease Society, 
Gordon Home, IQG teancoat 
Place, London SW1P 1PH. 


COMPTON - Denis Charles 
Scott Compton CBE died 
23rd April aged 78. Beloved 
husband of Christine and 
father of sons Brian, Patrick, 
Klchard and daughters 
Charlotte and Victoria. WUi 
he very sadly missed by 
family, friends, cricket 
lovers and soccer fans 
everywhere. Private family 
fnnexai will ba held. No 
flowers please, but 
donations to the MMdfasax 
CCC Centenary Youth Trust 
would be appreciated. 
Memorial service will be 
arranged later. 

DBYDBM - John Richard Martin 
suddenly at the William 
Harvey Hospital. Ashford, on 
22nd AprlL No flowers 
please. 

DUFF - Suddenly but 
peacefully at Everest Base 
Camp on 23rd April, 
Malcolm HR Doff aged 43, 
tMssnxed hosband of Uz of 
Cubase, FUS. 

FAHRAMT - Jean. Adored wife, 
mother, stepmother and 
grandmother. Suddenly on 
Zlst April at homo. Private 
Cremation, Service of 
thanksgiving at St Mary's 
Church. Crawley, Hampshire 
on Friday 2nd May 1997m 
3pm. Enquiries to wm Case 
B Partners telephone: 
CO 1722) 414521. 

(INaUM - Angela Madalalne, 
beloved younger daughter of 
Paul and Elizabeth Ftacbam 
on 22nd April, unexpectedly 
at The William Hjk®i 
H ospital. Cremation at 
Barium, 11 am Friday 2nd 
May. Family flowers only; 
d o nati o ns If desired to Thees 
tor Life, cto FP. Wood. 21 
Tafto tt Street, Ashford. Kent. 
TN23 ION CO1233) 420109. 

HAYDEN - William Frederic on 
April 20th 1997 after a long 
jure**, beloved husband at 
Hilda Mary. Private 
cremation, no aarvlce, no 
flowers at hl« inquest. 
Donations If wished to.- 
Caa«*r Relief Macmillan 
FmtocMW. coretia (0171) 

HBSTW - Margaret, aged 80, 
died peacefully on 22nd 
ApriL Wife of the late Jack 
Heeler, much loved m m tun- 
of Cbxule and grandmother 
of Chazlle and Sarah. Fnnexai 
Service to be held at Chrfg 
Orach, Victoria Road, W8, 
on Tuesday 29th April at 
2pm. Funeral Directors: IB. 

Xenjon, leb C0171) 937- 


HOBSOH - Dn April 22nd. 
peacefully at home after a 
brief Illness, Barbara 
beloved wife of the late John 
and mother of Nicholas, 
Timothy, Belinda and 
Jonathon, and much loved 
grandmother. Memorial 
Service at All Saints Oioxch. 
Unulesttine, Friday May 2nd 
at 3 pm. Flowers or 
donations If desired, to John 
D. Andrews ft San, 119 Fore 
Street. Kings bridge, Devon. 
TQ7 1AL. 


HOSHTOH - On April 23rd 
1997 peacefully at The 
Cburchm Hospital. Oxford, 
Eva Boghioa. Beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. Funeral 
Service at Jeans College 
Chapel cm ThBrrday May 1st 
m 2 pm followed try private 
cremation. Family flowers 
only please. Donation* if 
desired for Friends of Christ 
Church Cathedral. Oxford. 


HOITOM - Suddenly and 
unexpectedly on April 22nd, 
Thu. much breed by leabdl 
and family. Memorial Service 
oa Thursday May let at 
Harbledown Church, near 
Can t er bur y at 3 pa. 


JENNINGS - John CJack} 
rnddmlf and un e xp e c tedly 
on 21st ApriL Loved and 
afteady mined by Us wife 
Jaeky and all Us famOy. Ho 
flowers. Donations to Cancer 
Research or British Heart 
Foundation. Ashes to ba 
sca ttere d oa the Ranch Alpa 
at Ufa request. 


LANNBI- Peacefully on 22nd 
April 1997 alter n long 
illness, James, beloved 
husband of Margot and 
father of J2snnls. Cure*# 
on 2nd May 1997 at 
ChetTKatuun Crematorium at 
3.30 pm. Donations tor 
Leukaemia Research and 
enquiries tu SeUm Smith. 74 

PrasdraryBoeriOwlranham, 

Gios, ta£ (P1JW2) S2S3Ba. 


LAWS - Wilfred of HOI Hill, 
passed awny OB 22nd April 
1997. Wm bo sadly missed 
bywHoliassia and member s 
of (ho family. Funeral will be 
held nt Hendon 
Crematorium, off H old er* 
Bill Road, on 28th April 
1997 at U isl 


LEWIS - On April 22nd. 1997. 
Daphne Constance (nde 
Marirtflp aged 82. Darting 
wife of Tbeo, happily 
maxrfad for over 55 ye 
and much loved mother of 
Caroline. Funeral service 
12.30 Wednesday, 30th. 
April at St. Edmund's 
Ghmrch. Shtpston-an-Stoear. 
Family Dowers only, but 
d onation s may be sent tn the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution. Enquiries JL 
Locke ft Son 01296 48S274. 

MASON - On April 2let 
suddenly in hospital 
Reverend David John at 
54. Chaplain re i 
Middlesex Hospital. 
Requiem at 11 am on 
Thursday Kay 1st at St 
Fanerai, Easton Road. 
London. Cremation tn 
Portsmouth. Family flomexa 
only please. Enquiries to 
Levertoa ft Sons, (0271} 
387-6075. 

PARKER - Ralph Ernest 
suddenly on 20th April 1997 
hr Ms 90th yens. Service at 
St Mary the ytrghL Dntrihet, 
Ttorsday May 1st at 316 jn 
followed by private 
donation. Family Dowers 
only bat donations to 
Church funds invited in Ueu. 

PEDMK - Alexandra, widow of 
Graham Peddle, died 
peoenfnfly at home on 23xd 
ApriL Poaeral at CheUenlram. 
Crematorium 2 pm 2nd May. 
Fondly flowon only. 

Psmtv-AiswoaTH - Sm 
milm Frtttfa on l«th April 
peacefully at Gotten Manor 
aged 94. Beloved husband of 

UM late Draotby and touch 
loved father of Janet and 
Steph. Grandfather of 
Fhllippa, 8«h, Julian and 
Xairina and flreat- 
gnmdfather of Freddie. Jade. 
Natasha and Sam. The 
private funeral hat already 
taken place. 

Him - Sir Aten Kate. RCTO. 
oca LLA peacefully tn his 

sleep <m 24th ApriL Much 
loved husband of Anns, 

father of Della. Keir and 

Jamas, and grandfather; 

devoted Mend of Ma wfaar 

famfly. Funeral to be held at 

St Mary's Church, 
ftolvendea, Rent at 245 pm 
oa Friday 2nd May. Family 

flowers only. Dc mail a n s if 

desired to the Royal British 

Legion, c/o T.W. F aggie ft 

Son, 20 Ashford Road, 

Taraeafaa. Rent, TJQO MG. 


SMARRDCK - On April 23rd 
peacefully Betty aged 78 

rests, much loved mother of 
Deborah, Jane and Peregrina. 
B eqnfam Mas# al S tAioysfaa 
Church, Oxford, on Thursday 
May 1st ax 12 mmol Flowea 
isy be sent to JJ, 
Ltd, <57 George 


SHEARER - Peacefully, after a 
short stay tn hospital, on 
24th April, James Francis 
Shearer CJJ N agad 84. 
husband of Judy, father 
Richard. Anthony and 
Bridget! and grandfather of 
Georgette, Nicholas. Charles, 
Juliet; Lametta. CamlD 
OHver. Family service. 

STOKES - Feta Joan died 
Saturday 19th April of a 
rely 


mother of Robert. Funeral 
Service at Oxford 
i of 


Oxford on Toes da 
April at 32 noon, 
flowers by 



Macmillan Nurses c/o 
Funeral Director & Taylor ft 
Son, 19A Corbett Road, 
Cbrerte* Quran, Mb (01993? 
842421. 

SMMffBOMMMH - John died 
peacefully far hospital on 
April 18th 1997 after a 
short illness. Beloved 
husband of Philippe, adored 
stepfather e> Down, HBury 
and Robert and 01s six 
stepgrandchlldraa. 


ba seat to 


Sunk* o € Thanksgiving at 
Xiagnrood Meeting House, 

Facfcbures Lano, BoOyweod, 
Birmingham on Saturday 
May 17ih at 220 pm. No 
flowers glea se by spe cial 

the Oncology/ 
ra Fund rib fare 
Sharp. Macmillan Nunc, 
Worce s ter Royal Tnfirmnr y , 
Ronfcswood Branch, 
Worcester VfSS 1HK. 

WOOOACRC - Albert on 22nd 
April 1997. beloved husband 

«i UHan [ 

and Sandra Philippa and. 

father-in-law of David. 
Family funeral, family 

flo w lire taly. Donations to 

Cancer Research cfo Mr 

Dawson (01283) S96754. 

wmoHT - George Wlttrid aged 
87 rears peacefully at bora* 
in Buxton on 21st April. 

Funeral All Saints Cbureh, 

Bamop, Monday 2Sth April 

230 pm. 


peacefnlly. 
Hospital, Li 


at 1130; 

Flowers and ei 
please, to JJB, 
937-07S7. 


^0171) 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


DALiMEYBt - A Thanksgtvtng 
Service for the Ufa of tbs 
fare James Danaaeryer wm be 
hold at the Unitarian 
Church. Castle Terrace. 

19th 


May at 3 pm. 


IN MEMORIAM — 
WAR 


GALLIPOLI DAY - On this 
ttmhwf of tin 6rtu«u « ra 

at Gallipoli, 1916, we 
remember with pride all 
those who served, and 
especially those who did not 
return. G all ipoli Asso ci a t ion. 
Membership Secretary. 9 
Garnet Court, Marlow, SL7 
2AN. 


IN MEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


FYnMn - Rale MadeMna. la 
loving amatory of Kit on the 
annlvemary of her birthday 
on 28th April, 1904. Joan. 

TAZT - fa loving memory of 
Dorothy 1L TMt who (fled 
April 25th 1985 aged 91. 
Cyril. 

1NITT - Dn Rex died in Albans 
April 24th 1980. Loved red 
respected, llury, Bfahard and 
Oe m ancy._ 
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TO Mr Tons dgm he n ry 


SERVICES 


nMM»fWrfUS NMftmal Ore- 


ring 


WANTED 

tBRWRLY Ctrcra. aavfaodoa cost 

fata araerfeaosd ecmpJe on 

faelr TSfi oi sehoonert “ 
brtOTttao depart OK JofeMog 
1997 Reply re fen No 4330 

ME 1940's dkMthsa, Has, fees, ; 

detieu aenqfdara otiwa] arti- 
clee, shawls. wtOse, eoetwe 
ete 0171 »ao Min 

MUXhGWnBI warned. 8fah 
cash ptlres paid. 0171 495 7 
8993 nr visit 31 Rah Lane WL v 

‘ 

TICKETS FOR SALE - 

ABROUna.Y Alfa Span, Vm h ■ 
Iheacra. Bought a Sold. 0171 - 

394 8233 Fax 394 8272 

AU pop glssianbori. Cheeiieet m 
U London. 0171 240 0800 * 

ALL AVAfti IHyaii, cUdwre 
drarareort 0171 460 «183 M 


ALL TlfTCPTS 

WIMBLEDON 1997 

BRITISH GRAND PRR 
ROYAL ASCOT 

FRENCH OPEN raNNB 
RYDER CUP 

ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 

FILKINGTON CUP FINAL 

HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA 

MICHAELJACKSON 

blsuprrtramp 

GLASTONBURY 

ABSparfaffapAMretElri 

01713234486 

ClNrtfail&h 


ALL TICKETS AVAILABLE 
SpodaSMla vnmbMka, 

Grand Pri* & all major 
gporttag evEiils, theatre 
shows &RamAjor pop 
events inc. UZ, 

M. Jackson, 0. Ross. 

P. Coffins. 

Ikkifa bought & add 

01718216616 




TICKETS FOR SALE 


Um, C. Mom. oD me 

roan a ilwimatW ~ 


O M W M > any spotting 
oin eaa 4«i« cam 


Thera* 1 Concerts, 
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du lactam —**-Mi 
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Tml 0171 039 - 


Ryder C ap. ££!*%££) 

™Sl719OT ^S'SmSoi71 


FOR SALE 


IMTMWTClfawapspmOriri- 


Cay dumstra. 01T1 Jg 2m 


Weddings & Ascot 1997 
Eahor mu fiun f3$ flo on fa 

poaed to bnwafaffice add M.95 
forp&p. 

Tekptwnc 01936-400647 far 
derail or oil intoihop. 

Heapkys Menswear, 

4 Watgate House, 
Warwick 


FOR SALE 


UM TOMBS - 17V l -1006 otbor 
HOm moral*. RsMfy far n» 
■anttiltu - also “ 3omts y *-, 
R re wmfew Wfe*. 0181-MS 
4SR 3 or CM! Tim 0500 
570000 
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Obituaries 
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Dr Robert Simpson, former 

Stormont M Pand Minister of 
Community Relations in 
Northern Ireland. 1969-71. 
died on April 8 aged 73. He 
was born on July 3.1923. 

A MAN who embodied several 
apparent contradictions. Robert 
Simpson was a light-hearted and 
talks rive Ulsterman; a moderate 
and tolerant Unionist politician: 
and a man who spent his whole life 
living and working in the same 
town — both as general practitio¬ 
ner and journalist — without a 
trace of parochialism. In the event, 
in the climate of the times, his 
community relations appointment 
presented him with an impossible 
rask, although he did his best to 
soften the fierce antagonisms exist¬ 
ing between the two religious 
communities. 

He was bom in Ballymena. Co 
Antrim, the son of a Presbyterian 
small farmer with 50 acres at 
Craigbilty. As the elder son he 
should have inherited the farm, but 
he had no penchant for handling 
the horses with which the farm’s 
work was entirely done. He was 
educated at Ballymena Academy 
and Queen's University, Belfast, 
from which he qualified in medi¬ 
cine in 1946. 

Simpson's political career began 
in J953 when he became Member of 


DR ROBERT SIMPSON 


Parliament for Mid-Antrim at Stor¬ 
mont, the Parliament for Northern 
Ireland. He was to hold the 
constituency for nearly twenty 
years, through a time of great 
upheaval in the province. He was a 
Unionist _who was subject to the 
party whip, but he had a certain 
independence of spirit Where his 
views diverged from the official 
Unionist line on matters of princi¬ 
ple, Simpson did not hesitate to 
take issue with his party publicly. 

This was particularly notable in 
the one person, one vote campaign 
for local government elections, a 
notion which in Northern Ireland 
did not become law until 1969 (until 
then the owners of businesses had 
had a property vote in addition to 
their individual vote, a system 
which had been abolished in 
mainland Britain in 1948). 
Throughout the long debate on the 
issue, Phelim O’Neill (later Lord 
Rathcavan) and Simpson were the 
only Unionist MPs to speak strong¬ 
ly and publicly in favour of one 
person, one vote — Simpson be¬ 
lieved in it firmly as a matter of 
principle, not pragmatism. 

It was Simpson’s independence 
of mind and fairness which made 
him an ideal candidate for the new 
Ministry of Community Relations. 
On his appointment as Minister in 
1969 he immediately chose to 
resign from the Orange and Ma¬ 


sonic Orders because he saw 
membership of both as being 
incompatible with impartiality 
and conciliation. It was an unprece¬ 
dented step for a Unionist MP. 
Community Relations appeared to 
be and in fact was an impossible 
portfolio, as Simpson recognised in 
resigning in 1971. But in his two 
years in the office he worked hard 
to bridge the religious divide. 

While he was Minister he con¬ 
vened a group of talented artists 
and academics to address die issue 
of community relations because he 
felt that the arts and media had a 
significant role to play. This group 
included Rowel Friers the cartoon¬ 
ist. Estyn Evans. George Thomp¬ 
son. David Hammond and tire 
young Seamus Heaney. 

Simpson and Heaney recognised 
that though Protestant and Catho¬ 
lic they had much in common; they 
were near-contemporaries brought 
up on small farms not thirty miles 
apart: they had both found that 
their inclinations and ambitions 
lay outside the farm, but had 
retained their closeness to the 
countryside in which they were 
brought up; and they both loved 
language. Simpson was aware 
throughout his life how much 
common ground there was be¬ 
tween Protestants and Catholics in 
Northern Ireland. He often said 
“We are all Ulster people and we 


must learn to live together, because 
we have nowhere else to go." 

Simpson was a shrewd political 
analyst who was among the first to 
recognise that Bloody Sunday 
(Londonderry, 1972) was not mere¬ 
ly another horrible event but a 
watershed in Ulster politics. But he 
felt that attempts to establish a 
moderate centre party, in the form 
of tite Alliance Party, were doomed, 
and he was not surprised by the 
subsequent prorogation of Stor¬ 
mont. He could see no political 
solution to the problems of North¬ 
ern Ireland and it was without 
regret that he quit politics in 1972. 
never again to take an active role. 

In addition to his political career. 
Simpson was a doctor and a journ¬ 
alist A general practitioner in 
Ballymena for nearly forty years, 
he loved his work and he was 
devoted to the interests of his 
patients. On his retirement from 
the National Health Service in 1986 
he continued to work as an occupa¬ 
tional health physician until his 
death. He was a‘prolific freelance 
journalist for most of his life, 
writing about travel, medicine and 
agriculture for the specialist, re¬ 
gional and national presses. He 
wrote medical columns which were 
syndicated weekly in more than a 
hundred newspapers in the UK 
and abroad under the names of Dr 
John Bar fool and Dr David Blue. 


Simpson had many interests. He 
travelled widely throughout his 
life, and was always planning his 
next trip. He created an admired 
garden at his Ballymena home, 
with a fine collection of rhododen¬ 
drons and azaleas. He was passion¬ 
ate about trees and was a founder- 
member of toe Irish Tree Society, 
together with Thomas Pakenham. 
the novelist Jennifer Johnston and 
others. In the last ten years of his 
life he also planted an arboretum at 
his home with more than 250 
unusual species. 

Music was another of his plea¬ 
sures. This led to his involvement 
in the Ballymena Musical Festival, 
an annual competitive Feis in the 
weh-established Ulster tradition. 
Simpson was an energetic and 
optimistic man with a gift for 
promoting team spirit, and he used 
these qualities for the benefit of the 
Feis, in both fund-raising and 
organisation. He was convinced 
that the festival had tremendous 
value as an institution in which 
Protestants and Catholics had par¬ 
ticipated and cooperated harmoni¬ 
ously for decades and was 
determined to do what he could to 
ensure its survival. 

He married Dorothy Straw- 
bridge in I9S4. They were devoted 
companions. She survives him, as 
do their two sons and one 
daughter. 



MICHAEL MACOUN 


Michael Macoun, CMG, 
QBE, QPM. former 
colonial policeman and 
overseas police adviser, 
died on March 25 aged 
82. He was born on 
November 27.1914. 

IN A career largely spent 
overseas. Michael Macoun 
policed the End of Empire in 
East Africa before, in renre- 
ment. being appointed Inspec¬ 
tor-General of Police for the 
the Dependent Territories. In 
his period in Africa he was 
head of the Ugandan police at 
the time of independence, and 
continued as Inspector-Gener¬ 
al for the first two years of self- 
rule. 

As Inspector-General of 
Police in Dependent Territo¬ 
ries. after 1965. he spent the 
next dozen years overseeing 
the work of police forces from 
Hong Kong to the Caribbean. 
In a highly colourful career in 
parts of the world where 
orthodox solutions to prob¬ 
lems were not expected — and 
would seldom have worked — 
his flexible and fun-toving 
spirit was generally in its 
element 

Michael John Macoun was 
born in China, where his 
father was commissioner of 
Chinese Maritime Customs in 
Nanking. With the country 
rent by civil war he was 
brought up in an atmosphere 
of unrest and witnessed a good 
deal of fighting between rival 
warlords. 

When old enough, he was 
brought to England ro go to 
school at Stowe; from there he 
read history at Oxford, after 
which he took a diploma in 
English language and litera¬ 
ture at Munich University. It 



was while there that he was 
introduced by Unity Mitford 
to Hitler, while the latter was 
having lunch- Declining to 
give the Nazi salute, as was 
universally expected, he was 
nevertheless told by the fliih- 
rer how glad he was to see 
Anglo-Saxon youth visiting 
the the Third Reich. Macoun 
briefly worked in Budapest 
and when in Vienna helped 
Jewish friends smuggle their 
valuables out of the country. 

In 1938 he joined the police 
and. after attending the Met¬ 
ropolitan Police College at 
Hendon, found himself sent 
out to Tanganyika on the eve 
of the Second World War. A 
German colony from the 1880s 


until toe end of toe First World 
War, Tanganyika still at that 
time had a population which 
was more German than Brit¬ 
ish. and many of these Ger¬ 
man nationals were Nazi 
sympathisers. Sent to “purge 
the Nazi menace" Macoun 
found his German extremely 
useful in trying to ascertain 
who was likely to pose a threat 
and who was more likely to be 
a victim of Nazism. 

Sympathisers with Nazism 
were sent to internment camps 
elsewhere in Africa, while 
non-Nazis (who were mainly 
Jews) were left to go free. 

As toe war progressed he 
found himself increasingly 
busy coping with floods of 


Italian FoWs for whom camps 
had to be found in East Africa, 
and with a stream of Poles, 
released from imprisonment 
by the Russians and now 
making their way to North 
Africa via Persia and India. 

Macoun stayed with the 
Tanganyika Police until 1958 
with a two-year break in the 
middle of the war when he 
was stationed in Kenya with 
the Combined Services Sec¬ 
urity Bureau. After returning 
to his police duties in 1944 he 
was soon promoted to superin¬ 
tendent and by the mid-1950s 
had become acting commis¬ 
sioner of the Tanganyika 
Police. 

In 1959 he was appointed 
Inspector-General of Police in 
Uganda. He saw earlier than 
most th3t independence could 
not be far off and that Ugan¬ 
dans needed to be trained and 
promoted within toe force. 
Unlike some colonial officials, 
he was highly sympathetic 
towards African aspirations. 
When he took over in 1959 his 
force was officered entirely by 
whites; by independence day 
in 19b2 it was substantially 
under African command. 
Macoun continued as Inspec¬ 
tor-General until 1964. 

Police work in Africa includ¬ 
ed quelling and containing 
revolrs. strikes, army muti¬ 
nies. cattle raiding, tribal con¬ 
flicts. attempted roups and of 
course, normal police work. It 
also involved diplomacy and 
he mediated in several dis¬ 
putes between neighbouring 
Congo and Sudan. He excelled 
at these challenges. 

His colonial police career 
over. Macoun returned to 
Britain and for toe year 1965 
was on the directing staff of 
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CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need holidays, so do their families. Before 
planning your own holidays this year, please 
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GORDON STEPHENSON 


the Police College, Bramshill. 
But he was soon to be back in 
harness in something like his 
old sphere when, in 1967. after 
joining the Foreign Office he 
was appointed Inspector-Gen¬ 
eral of Pblice for the Depen¬ 
dent Territories, at the same 
time serving as Overseas 
Police Adviser to the Foreign 
Secretory. 

This involved much high- 
level diplomacy and work and 
a great deal of travel. He knew 
policemen and police forces 
from Hong Kong to the Falk- 
lands, Anguilla to Tonga. His 
ability to mix effortlessly with 
all ranks and races and his 
charm and wit served him 
well. 

He retired from the Foreign 
Office in 1975 and took on a 
directorship of Control Risks, 
and various advisory assign¬ 
ments. He also assisted the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford 
where he worked collating 
colonial history materials. 
Last year he published his 
autobiography. Wrong Place . 
Right Time: Policing the End 
of the Empire. 

Michael Macoun’s sense of 
fun. his (sometimes risque) 
humour, and the excellent 
nature of his company attract¬ 
ed many, especially younger, 
people. He loved a party and a 
drink or two at the club or the 
pub. He liked to meet new 
people and fell into conversa¬ 
tion with complete strangers, 
with ease. His steely blue eyes, 
the “Macoun stare", was at¬ 
tractive to many but could be 
frightening to those who con¬ 
travened the law. 

He is survived by his wife 
Geraldine, who came from a 
prominent Kenya pioneer 
family, and by two sons. 


Professor Gordon 
Stephenson, CBE. 
architect and city planner, 
died on March 29 aged 
88. He was born on June 
6,1908. 

GORDON STEPHENSON 
was a key figure in town 
planning during the postwar 
years. As chief planner for the 
then newly established Minis¬ 
try of Town and Country 
Planning, he was seconded to 
assist Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
on the Greater London Plan, 
as well as working on the 
designs for the New Town of 
Stevenage. For the last 40 
years of his life, however, he 
was based in Perth, Australia, 
where he guided development 
not only of this city but also of 
Canberra, Sydney and Christ¬ 
church. New Zealand. He was 
appointed Professor of Archi¬ 
tecture at the University of 
Western Australia. 

Born in a suburb of Liver¬ 
pool, Gordon Stephenson 
studied at Liverpool Universi¬ 
ty's School of Architecture. He 
proved an outstanding stu¬ 
dent, sharing most of the 
prizes with his fellow student 
William (later Lord) Holford, 
and graduating with first- 
class honours in 1930. He then 
studied for two years in Paris 
— they were the best years of 
his education, he later said, 
and had included two months 
in toe studios of le Corbusier. 

In 1932 he returned to 
Liverpool where he taught at 
the School of Architecture 
until 1936 when he became a 
Commonwealth Fellow at the 
Masschusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

Stephenson taught at the 
A rch itectu ra l Associ a t ion 


School in London from 1938 
but, with the outbreak of war, 
went to work with Holford, 
building ordnance factories. It 
was dull work but an excellent 
introduction to fast building. 

In 1942 the Government was 
already setting up the machin¬ 
ery for postwar reconstruc¬ 
tion. The Ministry of Town 
and Country Hanning was 
. established in 1942 with a 
planning technique division 
led by William Holford. Ste¬ 
phenson was his deputy and 
was to become his successor. 



However only a year or two 
after producing the plans for 
the New Town of Stevenage — 
for which, much later, he was 
appointed CBE in 1967 — 
Stephenson derided to leave 
toe Ministry. He had been 
offered toe post of Lever 
Professor of Civic Design at 
toe University of Liverpool. 
While in this position he 
designed the new departmen¬ 
tal building, revised the 
course, revived and edited the 
Town Planning Review and 
paid a visit to Australia to 


initiate a regional plan for 
Perth, to which he derided to 
return. 

But in 1953 he was invited to 
chair toe department of city 
and regional planning at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He accepted. 
However, he was refused a 
visa by the US authorities. 

Stephenson had visited toe 
Soviet Union as a young man 
in toe 1930s. He had also 
worked as secretary of toe 
Liverpool committee for the 
relief of victims of German 
Fascism. This was enough in 
the McCarthy era to raise 
doubts about his anti-commu¬ 
nist credentials. 

So instead Stephenson re¬ 
mained in Perth until 1955. 
when he moved to Canada 
where he became Professor of 
Town and Regional Planning 
at the University of Toronto. 
He returned to Perth, howev¬ 
er. after five years, to become 
consultant architect and Foun¬ 
dation Professor of Architec¬ 
ture at the University of 
Western Australia. His auto¬ 
biography On a Human 
Scale: a Life in City Planning 
was published in 1992. It 
provides a fascinating insid¬ 
er's view of his work. But of 
his several publications per¬ 
haps toe most fascinating was 
the 1995 pamphlet Compas¬ 
sionate Town Planning. In 60 
pages it gives a succinct hist¬ 
ory of planning in Britain 
from toe Public Health Act of 
1848 to toe unleashing of 
“market forces" since 1979. 

His wife, whom he met 
when he was a Common¬ 
wealth Fellow in America, 
predeceased him, dying in 
1979. and he is survived by his 
three daughters. 


MARION WELCHMAN 


Marion Welchman. 

MBE. co-founder of the 
British Dyslexia 
Association, died on April 

19 aged 81. She was boro 
on Jane d, 1915. 

IN THE early days of her 
quest to understand dyslexia. 
Marion Welchman was dis¬ 
missed by many as "that fussy 
mother from Bath". But she 
was resolute. Her son, How¬ 
ard, had been experiencing 
great difficulties in learning 
and she was determined to 
help him. 

Dyslexia, then, was not 
widely recognised - as it is 
today. It was largely through 
Marion Welchman's dedica¬ 
tion and persistence that 
awareness of it was raised and 
the British Dyslexia Associ¬ 
ation founded. She was ap¬ 
pointed MBE in 1992. 


Marion Eves, as she was 
before her marriage, studied 
nursing at Cardiff Royal Infir¬ 
mary before going on. during 
toe Second World War, to 
work in Occupational Health 
at Westinghouse in Chippen¬ 
ham. There she met and 
married Denis Welchman. 

Their son was dyslexic and 
she embarked on what was to 
become a lifelong quest to help 
him and those who suffered 
similar problems. Hearing of 
the Orton Society in America 
and toe methods they advocat¬ 
ed for teaching dyslexics, she 
arranged in 1969 for Sally 
Childs, a pioneering Ameri¬ 
can teacher to come over to 
Britain. A specialised teacher 
training course was launched 
and many who attended it 
were to go on to become 
leading experts in the field. 

Living in Bath by this time. 



she set up the first of many 
local associations for the study 
of dyslexia which led to the 
founding of the British Dys¬ 
lexia Association in 1972. She 
travelled throughout the 


world. She was a member of 
the Orton. Society's council of 
advisers. She was invited to 
the first meeting of the Singa¬ 
pore Dyslexia Association and 
supported the foundation of a 
similar organisation for 
Europe. She organised toe 
first international conference 
cm dyslexia in Bath in 1989 and 
only last month was still 
taking an active interest in toe 
fourth such conference. 

Until toe end of her life she 
remained an innovative and 
inspiring force in toe field. 
Outside her work she was 
devoted to her family and 
friends — she was amusing 
and irreverent company. But 
in her spare time she was also 
a talented amateur silver¬ 
smith and dressmaker. 

Marion Welchman is sur¬ 
vived by her two daughters 
and by iter son. 


THE FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION CUP. 

At a guess 80.000 persons, more than half of 
them from the North of England, assembled 
at the Crystal Palace on Saturday afternoon to 
see Newcastle United and Barnsley play a 
drawn game — one goal all — in the Final Tie 
of the Football As sod a lion Cup competition. 

ft cannot be said that the football was etcher 
scientific or artistic Excepi during the last 
quarter of an hour — when the Newcastle 
men. die majority of whom possess Inter¬ 
national caps, played up to their reputation 
and sustained their attack in a dever and 
resourceful style — the worst faults of modem 
professional football were glaringly obvious. 
The whistle was sounded every minute for 
free kicks, penalties far apparently deliberate 
breaches of the rules; the players un either 
side were constantly appealing with arms 
uplifted to the sky. as though they were 
members of a Greek chorus beseeching Zeus 
to hurl his thunderbolts, or at any rate send a 
rainstorm. Stoppages for minor injuries were 
far too frequent; it is not easy to understand 
why the game should be suspended by the 
referee merely because a large, able-bodied 
man is winded or gets a trifling hack. Really 
the cockering of the modem professional is 
becoming ridiculous. Again, the ball was 


ON THIS DAY 

April 25.1930 

s&S MtB&Bbk 

The FA Cup Final in 1910 resulted in a draw 
between Newcastle United and Barnsley, but 
the comments on London by some if the 
Bamsleyites after the game were both lively 
and frank. “There's not a happy faace in the 
streets ... Why can't they be neighbour (y?“ 


perpetually in the air. even the half-backs 
kicking too hard and too high in a manner 
which, if they had been playing for a Public 
School, would have caused them to be 
severely rebuked by their captain or even 
dropped for a maid) or two. 

Partly because of the haphazard locking of 
the half-backs, but chiefly because of their 
own inability either to pass accurately or try a 
little dribbling, both sets of forwards were 
singularly ineffectual during the grearer part 
of toe game. From beginning to end there 
were not more than four or five hard and well- 


directed shots at goal, and not a single 
instance of the long-distance drive from the 
half-back line. 

THE EXODUS. 
fFBOM A CORRESPONDENTS 
Drifting with the crowd of holiday-makers 
back to London, the writer found himself in a 
carriage with a number of Barnsley folk. One of 
them thought there was'ino much prevarication” 
about the Newcastle forward play, which was 
rather a good way of putting it When the train 
slopped ai Baiham another exclaimed. "Ba-laam! 
Why 1 ihowt it were i* Egypt." They chaffed ihe 
people waiting on the suburban platforms in the 
quaintest fashion. One man turned his hack 
disdainfully, and was commended for so dung 
because "all iha’ good kooks are on die back cr iha' 
ycd". They an: natural humorists, these tough, 
aout-bcaned coiben; and factory hands who 
wear no collars. One o! the lassies complained fin 
the slow, sweet voice of a cushat-dovel of the 
manner and looks of London people. They doni 
know English >' Locndun." she said, “an" stare at 
us like we was pot-cats" fthe invariable or¬ 
naments of the mantelpiece in a parlour Of the 
Middle North}, “and there's not a happy faace in 
the streets. Why awl they be nrighbmiriy?" 
“Nobody's neighbours i’ Lrendan," said her 
ynung mart. “Tha’s room to wrong shop for teat, 
fass " The holiday had pleased them "up to r 
mark", but they wre manifestly homesick far the 
liberties of Barnsley, a linje city, but their own. 
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NEWS 


Tories condemn Blair’s Mies’ 


■ Tony Blair was accused of telling “bare-faced, despicable 
lies" yesterday as the general election campaign degenerated to 
a level of bitterness and abuse rarely seen in British politics. 

Stung by claims by the Labour leader that the Tories 
intended to abolish the stale pension, the Prime Minister last 
night led a barrage of attacks. John Major said that the Labour 
leadership were “plain liars". Brian Mawhinney, the Tory 
chairman, and Stephen Dorrell. the Health Secretary, accused 
Mr Blair of lying over pensions and VAT. Pages I, 9-16,22,23 

Woman, 63, is oldest to have baby 

■ A 63-year-old Californian who lied about her age to get 

fertility treatment became the world’s oldest woman on record 
to have a baby. The unidentified Filipino mother’s 61b 5oz 
daughter was delivered safely.. Page I 


Roman villa found 

Whai may may be the largest late 
Roman villa in Britain has been 
discovered on a building site near 
Swindon.Page 1 

Yellow peril 

There was sweet revenge for Brit¬ 
ain’s motorists when George 
Musgrave fell victim to his own 
invention, the yellow line. Page 1 

Widowers 1 battle 

Two widowers have lodged 
claims against the Government 
after being denied payments and 
allowances available only to be¬ 
reaved women. The Treasury 
says giving equal rights could 
cost £490 million a year ...Page 2 

Children cheat death 

Two children escaped death by 
minutes when a lOOfr-deep hole 
opened up in the garden of their 
home. The boy and girl had just 
left their sandpit when the 
ground slipped into a 30ft-wide 
water-filled gap.-.Page 3 

Revenge is brief 

A woman who found the lover she 
met through a dating agency was 
married is threatening the agency 
with legal action. She also sewed 
the words “lying bastard” into a 
pair of his underpants.Page 5 

Charity payout 

Charities are paying huge sala¬ 
ries to executives recruited to run 
them as successful businesses, a 
survey has found. The best paid 
received E19Z000 last yearPage 6 


Housing benefit 

A former secretary planned and 
built a £200,000 five-bedroom 
house while living in a housing 
association flat and claiming rent 
benefit.Page 7 

Malnourished Britons 

Many British children are threat¬ 
ened with malnutrition in the 
next century and many people on 
low incomes are eating more 
poorly now than in the 1980s. two 
reports claim — -Page 8 

Accord limits troops 

The presidents of Russia. China 
and three Central Asian republics 
signed an agreement limiting 
troop numbers in their border 
regions.Page 17 

Bones of contention 

The Moscow Palaeontological In¬ 
stitute has accused a British univ¬ 
ersity of borrowing the remains 
of nine flying reptiles from the 
Jurassic era and refusing ho re¬ 
turn them .. Page 17 

Bomb trial warning 

The trial of the chief suspect in the 
Oklahoma City bombing opened 
in earnest with warnings to the 
families of victims that testimony 
would indude graphic and chill¬ 
ing evidence... Page 18 

Missile menace 

Cruise missiles could become the 
favourite weapon of rogue states, 
creating a “major security chall¬ 
enge" for the West a British de¬ 
fence institute says.Page 19 


TV addicts urged to kick the habit 


■ Television viewers were urged to place their television sets in 
the coldest and most uncomfortable room in their homes for 
the start of Turn Off TV Week. The pressure group White Dot 
wants addicts to kick their habit for seven days and devote 
leisure time to more creative pursuits. The groups says the 
prevalence of television is eroding family life.Page 5 



Wood carver John Harrison with a 60ft by 14ft jigsaw, said to be the world's biggest created for a hall in Malvern, Hereford and Worcester 

mm 


Co-op: Andrew Regan and David 
Lyons ditched their bid to take over 
the Co-operative Wholesale Society 
after losing the support of Nomura, 
the Japanese bank-Page 27 

Laura Ashley: Shares in Laura 
Ashley plunged almost 30 per cent 
after the company said that this 
year’s profits will be hit by a deci¬ 
sion to sell off spring and summer 
clothing at discounts.Page 27 

Barclays: The bank has told cus¬ 
tomers that it is not preparing ro 
have retail banking in euros ready 
for early monetary union ..Page 27 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 rose 0.8 
points to dose at 438SJ5. Sterling’s 
tradeweighted Index rose horn 
993 to 99.6 after a rise from $1.6233 
to $1.6265 and from DM2.7807 to 
DM2.7927 .Page 30 




Football: Manchester United are 
fikieiy to scour Europe for a new 
striker this summer after their fail¬ 
ure to reach the final of the Euro¬ 
pean Cup—-- Page 46 


Cricket: Hugh Morris, of Glamor¬ 
gan, scored a double century 
against Warwickshire at Cardiff, 
but left the field on a stretcher after 
being hit an the head by a ball from 
Allan Donald-Page 49 


Motor racing: Michael Calvin talks 
to Frank Williams, owner of the 
leading team in Formula One, 
about the potentially highly- 
charged weekend that he faces in 
Imola...Page 43 

Goff: Severiano Ballesteros may at 
last be rediscovering a measure of 
form with a 70 in the first round of 
the Spanish Open_— Page 46 


ARTS 


Material issue: The Science Muse¬ 
um’s new £4 million gallery'. Chall¬ 
enge of Materials, has a giant 
musical bridge, cardboard chairs, 
a wire wedding dress — and 
Astroturf shoes.Page 35 

Party time: The ever-oprimistic 
Kurt Wallinger pays his own hom¬ 
age to the Beaties and others on 
Egyptology, the fourth album by 
his World Party-Page 36 


Pensive Paul: Paul McCartney has 
much to celebrate, including a 
strong solo album out in May. a 
new single and a knighthood. But 
his mood is reflective...Page 37 

Phoenix rising: The Phoenix Dance 
Company is celebrating its fifteenth 
anniversary with a mixed bill in¬ 
cluding a beautiful new piece by 
Pamela L Johnson.Page 38 



TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ CAR 97 

The motorcyclist who 
has fought cancer to 
return to the World 
Superbike Championship 


■ MAGAZINE 
Once Roberto Alagna 
was hailed as the fourth 
tenor, now the singer is 
making a comeback 


features 


Valerie Grove: As John Schlesing- 
er’s film of Cold Comfort Farm has 
its charity premiere in London. Val¬ 
erie Grove talks to a director who, 
at the age of 71, is on top of his craft 
and known among colleagues as a 

benevolent dictator.-Page 20 

Closing the gap: In some comers 
of England “Gap" is said ro be 
replacing "cat" or “mat" as the first 
word that precocious youngsters 
learn to read, says Grace Brad- 
berry. The cool, sporty styles have 
made the label an obsession with 
some mothers_Page 21 


Bone appefib Giles Whine 11 bor¬ 
rows a dog so it can join the other 
pampered pooches at the first res¬ 
taurant in America to have a sepa¬ 
rate menu for dogs..Page 21 
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Young at arts: The health of the 
arts in schools is strong, says a 
survey. But more money should be 
provided to develop the talent of 
young musicians, Susan Elkins 
argues__ _page 41 


m 


mm 


President Yeltsin's announcement 
of a new "multipolar” world order 
boils down to an admission that 
Russia is now a second-rate power 
and will have to make the best of it 
... Russia has now joined the dub 
of second-tier independent powers, 
especially China and India, who 
share a sense of resentment at US 
hegemony. — Moscow Times 




* 


Preview: Britain's leisure industry 
under scrutiny in Weekend Watch¬ 
dog (BBC1.7.00pm). Review. Mat¬ 
thew Bond on a couple obsessed 
with vacuum cleaners, in Mad 
About Machines.Pages 50,51 
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The awkward squad 

The Times would commend Frank 
Reid. Tam DalyeLl, and Derail Da¬ 
vies to their respective consth-. 
uendes.-.Page 23 

Private lives 

Labour’s manifesto refers to the 
“apartheid” between private and 
public education. 'The destruction 
of the Assisted Places Scheme - 
would lead to a far more literal- 
sense of apartheid.Page 23 

Royal mail 

George V was not a man renowned, 
for his intellectual pursuits. But he 
shared with his subjects a passion 
for one of the most widespread and 
edifying of all hobbies: stamp- 
collecting.Page 23 
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MATTHEW PARRIS 

Could the Labour Party perma-- 
nently supplant the Conservatives 
in the affections of Middle Britain? 
And could rhe Tories swerve off 
towards what many may dub the 
Likud Tendency? These may prove 
the great questions whose genesis 
we are witnessing, without know¬ 
ing it.Page 22 

TESSA BLACKSTONE 
With less than a week to go before 
the election, those who tell the poll¬ 
sters they don’t know or don’t care 
should relent and abandon their 

indifference.Page 22 

PHILIP HOWARD 
Citoyen San ter of the Brussels Di¬ 
rectorate sighed deeply and pushed 
his spectacles farther down his. 
nose. He had done his best to 
smoke out just one of those beefy 
Poudings across the Channel who 
would admit to liking Sajitert fed¬ 
eral vision.Page 22. 
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Dr Robert Simpson, former Min-, 
ister of Community Relations in 
Northern Ireland; Michael Mao- 
oun. colonial policeman....Page 25 


Nationality and sovereignty in 
Europe; UK presidency of EU; 
sanctions on Burma; abortion 
broadcast.Page 23 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,463 



ACROSS 

1 Philosopher’s making a record 
about medicine (8). 

6 Painful emotion about one pound 
stake (6). 

9 Put ingredient for salad dressing 
down (6). 

10 Dog given outing and drink (8). 

22 After several years, books become 
corrupt (8). 

12 First part of play about proceed¬ 
ings in court (6). 

13 Try it om loud? (5). 

14 Quite distraught. Perides finds 
“joy at last" (9). 

27 Trace pot converted into foreign 
currency (9). 

19 Routed. I fled the scene of battle 
P). 

22 Regret absence of one’s wife f6). 

23 Master to disappear suddenly? 
Without question (8). 


24 Bird starts to scratch, pulling up 
radish plant (8). 

25 Tunes editor's rousing leaders 
that can undo mistakes (6). 

26 18+51+500 — pupil's blinded by 
this (6). 

27 19 about to take in suit (8). 
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Latest Road and Weather eomfitiora 


UK Weather- Afl regions 
UK Roads - AO regions 
Inside M25 
M25 and Link Roads 
Nadolol Motorways 
Continental Europe 
Channel crossing 
Motoring to He a throw 
A Gatw+dc airports 


0336 444910 
0336 401 4IO 
0336 401 746 
0336 401 747 
0336 401 748 
0336 401 910 
0336 401 388 


0336 407 SOS 


©2HiMUta 


Weather by Fax 

DU 0336 faaowedbgr area number from your ta 
West Country 416 334 Sootiand 416 340 


V\ttat 
Midarah 
East AfgBa 

KWa 

ME** 


416 1)S 
416 1)6 
416 3)7 
416 1)8 
416 3)9 


netfu Marine 
Inshore Jebura farveasu 


M Wand 416 341 

London 414 J42 

ftbooruf Sandtnr 
waiter 

picture 416 397 


416 390 


World City Weather ©5-Metoffl™ 

153 destination, world wkJe 
6 day forecast 

by Phono efral 0)36 411216 

by rax (index page) 0336 416333 


Motoring 

Europe Country b, Country 
European ftid costs 
French Motorways 
Se a p ort efamudon 
Doneyfand Parts 
Le Shuttle 


0336 401 88S 
0336 401 886 
0336401 887 
0336 401 882 
0336 401 409 
0336 401 89S 


Car reports by fax 


new and used car reports from 

cbeAA menu el 195 tan 0336 416 399 


Dial from your fax handset, 
you may bane co set copoB rec ah u 


*■** Bou* Aiatfcj bad bsapafc KM MT 


CaDs are charged at 45p per minute cheap me, 
50p per minute at aU other down 


HIGHEST St LOWEST 


Yestarday: Wghesf day temp Guernsey. 19C 
(06F|: barest (toy max: Capo Wrath. HgMancJ. 7C 
(45F1; highest raintait Sella Ness. Shetland 
125m. highest sunafhJrw. Bofyxa Regc., West 
Stssex 128ft 
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FORECAST 


□ General: England and Wales 
will have a cloudy, wet day with 
extensive hill fog. Rain wilt-be 
most persistent^ and heaviest, in 
the North -arid West but will turn 
more showery in the South West 
later. East winds will keep the 
North rather chilly while the South 
will be warmer in a westerly flow. 

Northern Ireland and the Scot¬ 
tish Borders wffi be cloudy with 
some rain but the Central Low¬ 
lands northwards will be mainly 
dry with sunny spells. The odd 
wintry shower is possible in the 
North East Light easterly winds 
will keep ft rather chilly after night 
frost 

□ London, SE England, E An¬ 
glia, E England, Central N Eng¬ 
land: doudy, rain or drizzle at 
times. Hiti tog. Wind south or 
southwest mostly light or mod¬ 
erate. Max 14C (57 F). 

□ Central S England, E Mid¬ 
lands, W Midlands, Channel 


Isles, SW England, ? Wales: 
doudy, - rain or" drizzle turning 
showery later. Hill fog. Wind 
southwest to west moderate, 
locally fresh. Max 14C (57F). 

□ N Wales, NW England, Lake 
District, Isle of Man, NE England, 
Borders, SW Scotland, N Ire¬ 
land: cloudy, periods of rain, 
some heavy. Hill tog. Wind mostly 
east, moderate or fresh, locally 
light variable. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Glasgow, Central 
Highlands, Moray Firth, Argyll: 
dry with sunny spells, perhaps a 
shower, wintry on hills. Wind east 
or northeast light or moderate. 
Max 9C (48C). 

□ NE Scotland, NW Scotland, 
Orkney, Shetland: dry with sunny 
spells. Wind northeast to south¬ 
east light. Max 8C (46F). 

□ Outlook: fine in the North at 
first otherwise doudy with some 
rain at times. 


AROUND BRITAIN YESTERDAY 


Solution to Puzzle No 20,462 
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DOWN 

2 Lesson 1 adapted For big game (7). 

3 Receive role in play? Pan (45). 

4 Tree presented by Head Girl (6). 

5 Canons hostile about new au¬ 
thority (7,3.5). 

6 Standard medical equipment in a 
manner of speaking (8). 

7 Picture — one with the speaker 
bolding a drink (7). 

8 Resentful of Dior's lead after New 

Look (54). 

13 If all men start off equal they're 
different at home (2,7). 

15 Aroase terror initially in ape (9). 

16 Bad scrap — injured — in 
emergency bed {55]. 

16 Watch broadcast from abroad, do 

(71. 

20 Most voluptuous lady over¬ 
whelmed by desire (7). 

21 Eat in some catering establish¬ 
ment (6), 



Times Two Crossword, page 48 


<s> 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Rocytfed wpar nude up 
41JrA df the raw malarial far 
UK iwxpaperc *n the first 
hatteM 996 


24 tvs to 5 pm: b= bright c^ctajd; d^ditate; ds=dusl storm; du=dufl: t-blr tg-tog. g-gaio, h-=hafl 
r=ratn; sh=stMww: ol-stoot sn=^sn««T s^awv tcthundur 


Sun 

Ran 


Max 



Sun Ram 


Max 



lira 

m 

c 

F 



fts 

In 

c 

F 


Aberdeen 

X 





LiWehmptn 

112 


15 

59 

<• 

Anglesey 

X 





London 

as 


16 

61 

b 

Aspatna 

X 

046 

9 

48 

r 

Lowestoft 

33 


14 

57 

c 

AMemore 

X 





Manchester 

38 

001 

13 

55 

c 

Bettnst 


Oil 

12 

54 

r 

Meigato 

68 


17 

63 

■s 


X 





Morecambe 

1 3 

00). 

3) 

52 

c 

BognorH 

12 B 


15 

59 

1 

NmcasUa 

0 1 

0 01 

12 

54 

d 

BoumamTh 

11 B 


15 

59 

s 

Newquay 

6 1 


14 

57 

b 

Bristol 

7.7 


14 

57 

s 

Normcti 

21 


14 

S7 

c 

Bunion 

27 


11 

52 

c 

Oxford 

7 7 


I5S9 


Cardffl 

no 

001 

14 

57 

s 

Penzance 

X 


15 

59 

£ 

aaeun 

103 


15 

59 

s 

Poote 

95 


17 

63 


GotwynBay 

34 

001 

16 

61 

b 

Prestatyn 

X 

001 

14 

57 

c 

Croniar 

oe 


14 

57 

c 

Rokh>v.>.,: 

50 


14 

57 

b 

Eastbourne 

123 


(3 

SS 

s 

Hyde 

12.5 


14 

57 

t 

Edinburgh 

X 





Sakambe 

11 7 


15 

59 


Estattiemuir 

X 





Sandown 

12.3 


15 

59 


Exmouth 

05 


15 

59 

9 

Sauntn Snd 

10 5 


14 

57 

s 

Fabnouth 

11.4 


15 

59 

s 

Scarboro’ 

X 





Fishguard 

65 

001 

14 

57 

c 

Shankfci 

122 


X 

X 

0 

Folkeswne 

12 4 


14 

57 

1 

Shrewsbury 

0.6 


12 

54 

c 

Glasgow 

X 





Skcgnen 

1.0 


14 

57 

c 

Guernsey 

IM 


19 

66 

3 

Southend 

X 


15 

59 

b 

Hastings 

125 


14 

57 

3 

Southport 

60 


13 

55 

b 

HayDng 1. 

118 


14 

57 

b 

Sauthaeo 

104 


13 

55 


Heme Bay 

76 


16 

61 

b 

Stomowey 

55 

003 

9 

4S 

zh 

How 

85 


12 

54 

s 

SuKsnage 

11.7 


14 

57 

s 

Hunstanton 

X 


14 

57 

c 

Tgierarroutti 

8.4 


15 

50 

s 

feta ot Man 

05 


12 

54 

G 

Tartly 

10.1 

001 

13 

S5 

g 

•twaey 

127 


IS 

64 

s 

Tiro* 

X 





Wntora 

20 

005 

9 

48 

I 

Torquay 

11.1 


16 

61 

3 

Leads 

27 

- 

14 

57 

C 

Vemnor 

119 

001 

13 

55 

3 

Umricfc 

X 





West-s-mart 

80 


15 

59 

S 

Lauchars 

76 

001 

IS 

59 

sh 

Weymouth 

105 


13 

55 

L 


ABROAD 


Ajacdo 

15 59 1 

Corfu 

17 63 1 I 

Majorca 

20 681 

Romo 

14 5? f 

Ahroftl 

23 73c 

Cphagn 

6 43 r 1 

Malaga 

21 70 f 

S Fr’tsco 

16 61 3 

Max'dfla 

38 82s 

DuMrt 

14 57 c 

Malta 

18 84 5 

S Paulo 

22 72 c 

Atgws 

18 64 , 

Dubrovnik 

6 48 r | 

Moft’me 

23 73s 

Satzbung 

fi 43c 

Amsfdm 

11 52 s 

Faro 

18 64 1 

Mexico C 

24 75 S 

Santiago • 

21 701 

Athens 

20 68 s 

Florence 

15 » 5 ! 

Want 

31 88 3 

Seoul 

SO 68s 

B Aires 

25 77 f 

FranMurt 

12 54 9 

Man 

16 61 a 

Sng’ppr 

34 sat 

Bahrein 

27 81 5 

Funchal 

21 70 S 

Montreal 

14 57 S 

Sfkhotm 

fi <3» 

Bangkok 

29 84 f 

Geneva 

13 55 6 

Moscow 

8 46 ( 

Stradb'ig 

14 57 s 

Barbados 

29 84 e 

Gfcrafesr 

20 68 l 

Munich 

9 481 

Sydney 

25 77 3 

Barcelona 

IE 61 1 

HafeWri 

4 39 1 

NDeH 

35 95 9 

Tangier 

19 66 1 

Bevut 

SB 821 

HongK 

24 75 S I 

NYbifc 

16 fif 3 

Trim 

36100 5 

Belgrade 

G 43 r 

InnsHfck 

11 52S 1 

Nairobi 

24 76 a 

Tenerife 

26 79a 

Berlin 

8 46 | 

Istanbul 

22 72 s 1 

Naples 

11 521 

Tokyo 

11 hi 1 

Bermuda 

23 73 s 

Jeddah 

35 95 S 

Nice 

16 81 a 

Toronto 

15 59 ( 

Btanftz 

IS 59 s 

Jo'hurg 

15 50 c 

Oslo 

6 431 

Tunis 

19 66 c 

Bonlo’x 

16 61 1 

LAhg*i 

21 70s 

Paris 

13 55 s 

Valencia 

17 63 1 

Brussels 

11 53s 

L Palmas 

22 72 S 

Peking 

18 B4 1 

Vanc*Mr 

13 55 1 

Budapst 

11 521 

LaTquat 

11 52 S 

Perth 

23 73 i 

Venice 

14 57 £ 

Cairo 

35 97 s 

Lisbon 

18 64 c 

Prague 

8 461 

Vienna 

11 52 1 

Cape Tn 

16 61 C 

Locarno 

16 61 s 

Reyfaav* 

5 41 c 

Wnrouit 

e 48 f 

Ch'church 

11 52 1 

Luxernbg 

11 52c 

Rhodes 

19 68 6 

Wash'ton 

10 50 r 

Chicago 

12 54 s 

Luxor 

42108 s 

RtorieJ 

24 75 1 

WaTngton 

12 54 x 

Cofotyie 

10 SO s 

Madrid 

19 66 9 | 

Riyadh 

31 83 t 

Zurich 

11 52 s 


TampcMtona at midday toed tano on Weriioodw X = mt amiable 


:’. ;v" -JNOOH7QOAy.." 


MODERATE 


4® 4@ 


4 44 

1 9 

1 * . "r 


10 


44 4 


«r 



- - MODERATE W 


CALM 


0 Sunny 

t^8S9k 

^^3 Cloudy 
Drizzle 

« i 

Overcast 

A Rain 

Sunny 
^*44 shower 


showers 

■jjjjffl. Sleet and 
^sunny 


showers 


Lightning 

Hail 


Snow 


13 Temperature 
13 (Celsaus) 


Wind 
mph) ’ 
nirection 


— Sea 
aVM conditions 


Changes to chart betow from noon: low P win move E, filling slowly: low G will move 
N with little change; high S will decline and dnft E: high M will slip S with MWe change 




1008 



1000 [ LOWP 


4 *. 


Worn front 
Cold Aunt 

| - —‘ Occluded front 



HIGH TIDES 


TODAY 
London Bridge 

AbOftfeen 

Awmauth 

Bettaii 

CardtH 

Dswanpotl 

Dcnitt 

Dublin in wan 
Falmouth 
Gwnodt 
ftonrah 
Holytwact 
Hul (AfeertDJ 
Ktracombe 
Kmq'c tym 


AM 
W.09 
0336 
0934 
0105 
09.30 
08.14 
0J.03 
0136 
07.45 
0? 59 
0208 
0137 

*30 
OS 44 



34 1327 

12.1 2139 


5.4 20 30 
« 1321 


3.9 14 03 
55 2001 
32 1501 
3.9 U26 

5 5 12.45 
S3 20 59 
50 2039 

66 2101 


KT 

73 

4.1 

131 

34 

121 

54 

6.5 

39 

52 

32 

39 

5.4 

84 

90 

65 


Al nmrc 


TODAY 
Lenh 
Liverpool 
Lowesiolt 
Margate 
MMoid Haven 

Newquay 

Ooiin 
Penz/rm; 
Portland 
PonsmouSi 
Shaenam 
Southampton 
Swreca 
Tees 

Walton-on-N 
BST Hcrgto n mctpjs 


AM 
1)5.01 
0121 
1154 
02.10 
03.33 
0754 
07 S4 
06 54 
0925 
0128 
01.15 
00 51 
06 38 
□555 
0202 


HI 

5.3 
04 

2.4 
4.7 

es 

6 B 

3.B 

53 

1.9 

45 

61 

45 

9.1 

53 

41 


PM 

1722 

1330 


HT 

53 

92 


1420 
20.52 
1044” 
20.21 
19 12 
3127 
13.49 

13 37 
1311 
2057 
1815 
14.18 


47 
66 
SB 
3B 
5« 
20 
45 
60 
44 
g 1 
53 


•• ••••.: 

HOURS OF DARKNESS W % 5 = ‘ 

. ■ ;•??? 

Sun rises: 
W 5.44 am 

L M Moon sets 

rmm^m am 

Sunsets: 

814 pm 

Moon rises 
11.05 pm 

Lwtooofl 14 pm ta542 am 

B_40 pm to 5 41 am 

8 28 pm to 5 45 am 
PwwfeKe 8J2 pm id 608 am 


Lota gunner Apr! 30 



onMES NEWSPAPERS LIMITED. IW. PubHiterl a „A _ , 

riearonfc and all diner dcrttraitvc farms by nmei Newip»™- •'*.5^for tibmfiudpn In 


London E19XN. wlcphonf 0171 -7*2 5000and obn nriSSPWff?„!^„ «• Bn 495. Virginia Suwt 
9HN. telephone n i si-546 2000 Wday.Apnras. 



S&- 

si 7~ 
►te.r. ; 

jit;- 

, T>^- 


dir 




IvNiiC/ 

■*3 rki.lt 


St: 


>T| 


. . Uv ' 

” ln 2 [r ’’ 

Sairr 

Jfer. 




k-- 


■nej 


nK,:.-■ 



A 


? l Pr 


. 

hli, : 


Or 


i'.- 




^ii 






































27 


\ 


'.1 




X';, 




-I 


€ 


-■ . * 

* 


* 


i-sfet ' 


INSIDE 

SECTION 



TODAY 



THE 


ECONOMICS 

Anatole Kaletsky ~ 
finds French comfort 
for Eurosceptics 

PAGE 31 



TIMES 




EDUCATION 

Are Our young 
musicians losing a 
chance to learn? 
PAGES 41 



SPORT 

United reflect on 
net losses in 
European Cup 
PAGES 43-52 


BUSINESS EDITOR Patience Wheatcroft 



FRIDAY APRIL 25 1997 


Tunners 

refinance 

proposals 

attacked 

By Jason Nissfc 

EUROTUNNEL was given a 
warning yesterday that its £2 2 . 
billion refinancing plans do 
not go far enough. 

The proposals, which 
Eurotunnel said were back on 
track despite revealing fan- 
year losses of £685 million, 
would cut its L8.7 billion of 
debt by £1.1 billion immediate¬ 
ly. and by another £1.1 billion 
in six years' time. 

Richard Hannah, transport 
analyst at UBS Securities, 
said: “The proposals are not 
sufficiently robust to last 
Shareholders could be looking 
at another tranche of refinanc¬ 
ing within a few years.'* 

The updated plans, which 
are dependent on Eurotunnel 
meeting the turnover targets it 
set before last November's 
fire, have been agreed by the 
steering group of six banks 
but will not go before the 225- 
strong banking syndicate until 
October. Three shareholder 
groups in France are planning 
to block the proposals. 

However, Robert Mai pas, 
Eurotunnel's co-chairman, 
said he was hoping to win 
investors round by securing 
an extension to Eurotunnel's 
licence to operate the tunnel, 
which has 65 years to run. 

Yesterday’s figures showed 
turnover for 19% up 71 per 
cent, to E483 million. The 
operating loss was cut from 
£200 million lo £33 million 
and the pre-tax loss from £9Z4 
miliion.to E685 million. 

Analysts were concerned 
about the first quarter of 1997 
when turnover dropped from 
£100 million to £755 million, 
which, despite the Cre, was 
below expectations. 

Traffic figures for Le 
Chunnel Tourist, which car¬ 
ries cars, have recovered to 80 
per cent of their pre-fire level 
but analysts said die test 
would be the reopening of the 
tunnel for fr eight in mid-June. 

Best for shareholders, page 31 



Andrew Regan, left Allan Green, top left and David Chambers, top right, with wives and guests at a function in 1995 

Regan ends bid as 
Nomura pulls out 


By Sarah Cunningham 


ANDREW REGAN and 
David Lyons have ditched 
their bid to take over the Co- 
rative Wholesale Society 
losing the support of 
Nomura, the Japanese bank 
that had been willing to lend 
them £1-2 billion. 

CWS. far from being paci¬ 
fied by die move, reacted by 
announcing the start of crimi¬ 
nal proceedings against the 
two men and against Allan 
Green, the CWS executive 
who admits that he supplied 
Mr Regan and Mr Lyons with 
confidential information. 

CWS accused Mr Green of 
theft and Mr Regan and Mr 
Lyons of “aiding, abetting, 
counselling or procuring the 
theft”, as well as handling 
stolen property. CWS said the 
case has been put before the 
City of London magistrates 
and that the tltree men will 
have to appear on May 28. 

CWS is also beginning civil 


proceedings against Hambrcs 
Bank, which advised Galileo, 
the company set up by Mr 
Regan and Mr Lyons to carry 
out the takeover, and Travers 
Smith Braitftwaite. Galileo's 
solicitors. CWS said “We have 
been advised that there is clear 
evidence that both these org¬ 
anisations acted in breach of 
an equitable obligation or 
confidentiality' to CWS. There 
was no credible grounds for 
believing that there was any 
legitimate basis for Mr Regan 
to have any such documents.'” 

Mr Regan, who heads the 
Guernsey-based Lanica Trust, 
and Mr Lyons would not 
comment yesterday. A spokes¬ 
man said that they had been 
advised not to speak ahead of 
a High Court hearing today at 
which a judge will decide 
whether to uphold an injunc¬ 
tion stopping them from milk¬ 
ing use of material obtained 
from Mr Green. 


The collapse of the bid 
should clear the way for 
Lanica’s shares, which were 
suspended in February after 
an enormous rise in value, to 
be re-listed in the next few 
days. Lanica's broker, Janies 
Capel. was in talks with the 
Stock Exchange yesterday. 

Galileo's official line was 
that it had derided to end the 
bid after directors of rhe CWS 
declined on Wednesday to pur 
its proposal to members. No¬ 
mura. which declined to make 
any comment, is believed to 
have given Galileo until 9am 
yesterday to come up with 
signed assurances about the 
deal, about Mr Regan's bona 
fides and particularly about 
the earlier cash payment of 
£2.4 million made to a middle¬ 
man. Ronald ZimeL 

The payment was made for 
his help in arranging the 
extension of a contract be¬ 
tween CWS and Hobson, a 


company run by Mr Re 
which bought the CWS food 
manufacturing operations. 
Mr Zimet, who has been in 
Israel, returned to the UK 
yesterday. A spokesman said 
rhar on the advice of his 
lawyers he was unwilling to 
talk about the deal. 

Nomura is believed to be 
willing still to back a bid for 
CWS and it is understood 
some American banks are 
circling. Allied Irish Bank said 
ft was still interested in buying 
the Coop Bank, if it ever 
comes up for sale. 

It was also confirmed yes¬ 
terday that J Sainsbury was 
approached by Mr Regan 
about acquiring some of the 
CWS superstores. In a letter to 
the CWS solicitors. Salis¬ 
bury's said that it lias returned 
all documents concerning the 
property. 

Pennington, page 29 


Discount move 
knocks Laura 
Ashley shares 

By Sarah Cunningham 


SHARES in Laura Ashley, the 
fashion retailer, plunged al¬ 
most 30 per cent yesterday 
after the company said that 
this years profits would be hit 
by a decision to sell its spring 
and summer clothing at dis¬ 
count prices. 

The collection, which 
i showed a move away from the 
flowery prints that made Lau¬ 
ra Ashley famous, was the 
first to be produced by the 
design team put together by 
Ann Iverson, its American 
chief executive. 

The warning led analysts to 
cut profit forecasts from about 
£25 million to as low as £18 
million. The price markdowns 
will cost the company about £4 
million, while increased ad¬ 
vertising in America is expea- 
i ed to cost up to £3 million. The 
shares fell 41p to dose at 104p 
after touching a low of 94*2 p. 

Mrs Iverson, who joined Lau¬ 
ra Ashley nearly two years ago 
with a brief to update the oom- 
, j paiiy. said over-aggressive sales 
targets were the main reason for 
the price markdowns. She add¬ 
ed that a slower than expecteJ 
new opening programme in the 


US had also meant too much 
stock building up. “It is an 
over-buy issue, not a design 
issue-1 am very supportive of 
the design change and confi¬ 
dent of the direction." The 
problem would not extend into 
the second half of this year, 
she said. 

However, analysts were 
concerned that apart from 
discounting Laura Ashley was 
trying to bring down prices to 
a point where it could compete 
with the likes of Marks & 
Spencer and Next One said: 
“Next imports from the Far 
East and is not saddled with 
Welsh factories, so it could 
afford to sacrifice a bit of 
margin and give Laura Ashley 
a bloody nose." 

The company yesterday re¬ 
ported a sharp rise in profits 
last year. In the 12 months to 
January 25, pre-tax profit rose 
to £16.2 million from £1025 
million. Earnings per share 
were 42Sp (2.97pl and the final 
dividend of 0.6p. payable on 
July 4, gives a full-year payout 
of Ip (05pJ- __ 

Pennington, page 29 



Carby’s 

£ 600,000 

payoff 

By Marianne Curphey 


KEITH CARBY, one of the co¬ 
founders of J Rothschild As¬ 
surance and a key player in its 
six-year history, is to leave the 
company, in which be has a 
£10 million stake, with a 
£600.000 payoff. He declined 
to explain the reasons for his 
departure, scheduled for July 
4, and said he was "looking for 
new challenges". 

Ten days ago JRA an¬ 
nounced a reverse takeover of 
St James's Place Capital 
(SJPC), the holding company, 
to bring JRA to the stock 
market and realise personal 
fortunes for Mr Carby, 50, and 
Sir Mark Weinberg and Mike 
Wilson, co-founders. 

Under the restructuring 
deal Mr Carby was to remain 
managing director of JRA and 
sell 20 per cent of his stake to 
Prudential, netting him an 
immediate E2.4 million. He 
publicly pledged not to sell the 
remaining 80 per cent of his 
stake in JRA for 12 months. 

SJFC said yesterday: “Hav¬ 
ing established his financial 
independence, he has now 
agreed with the company that 
it would be in everyone’s best 
interests to set a firm date for 
his departure.’ 


pen/ng programme in me — k-d- ■ --- 1 _ 

Gazprom looks to the West for $3.5bn 

vear j s expected to hate an infer- created a niche in commodity trading to Gazprom. The money Lc to be 


By Jason Nissfc 

GAZPROM, the Russian natural gas 
giant, will today a“*i° un Pf 
part of an innovative $3.5 billion 
financing deaL one of the 
contemplated for a former Eastern 
bloc company. , _ . 

The group's board agrml yesforday 
to issue a $2 billion eurobond this 
September, underwritten by Goldman 
Sachs, the US securities firm, ana 
ABN Amro, the Dutch bank. The five- 


vear bond is expected lo hat e an inter¬ 
est rate lower than that of Russian 
sovereign debt, somthing that is virtu¬ 
ally unheard of in the bond markets. 

This fund-raising is expected to be 
followed next year by the issue of a S15 

billion convertible bond, also backed 
by Goldman Sachs and ABN Amro. 

In dealing with the financiers. Gaz¬ 
prom has been advised by Middlesex 
Holdings a small quoied company 
bused in north London. The group, 
whose chairman is Lord Owen, has 


created a niche in commodity trading 
and finance in Russia under the 
guidance of Masoud Alikhani. its 
Iranian-born chief executive. “This 
shows a massive change of attitude." 
said Mr Alikhani. “Two years ago you 
could nor raise £500,000 far Russia 
without collateral in the West” 

The two issues will bring to $6 bil¬ 
lion the money raised by Gazprom 
from the West in only 12 months. In 
February Dresdner Bank led a consor¬ 
tium of 19 banks in (ending $25 billion 


to Gazprom. The money is to be used 
to pay for a 3,000-mile pipeline being 
constructed from Gazprom’s giant 
gasfields in Siberia to western Europe. 
On top of this. Gazprom has massive 
tax bills outstanding, which are report¬ 
ed to exceed $45 billion, and is due to 
pay $2 billion of this in the next few 
months. 

The Russian Government has a 40 
per cent stake in Gazprom and there 
has been talk of the group raising 
money via the London stock market. 


Barclays breaks 
ranks with banks 
on preparing for 
monetary union 


By Oliver August 


BARCLAYS BANK has broken 
ranks with the banking indus¬ 
try and warned customers that 
it is not preparing to have euro 
retail banking services ready 
for early monetaiy union. Oth¬ 
er top banks say they would 
offer euro accounts from the 
start of a single currency. 

In the absence of a political 
decision. Barclays does not 
expect sterling to join the euro 
in rhe first ware and does not 
want to waste money. 

Its stand goes against Bank 
of England recommendations 
published yesterday. These 
suggest that banks should go 
ahead so that they can start 
euro operations if needed. 

Andrew Buxton, chairman of 
Barclays, said: “We won’t have 
converted our counters so that 
they can run on dual curren¬ 
cies. which is what is required 
just before the changeover, but 
we might be able to meet that 
provided a derision was taken 
in the very near future. As time 
goes on we will find ft more 
difficult to meet that." 

Barclays said it need not be 
ready for the earliest start date, 
January I, 1999, because Brit¬ 
ain is unlikely to join then. Mr 
Buxton told the Todqy pro¬ 
gramme on BBC Radio 4: “1 
think that Britain should not 
join in the first round.” 

Other high street banks are 
preparing for fuJJ euro ser¬ 
vices irrespective of Britain's 
position. Margaret Soden, se¬ 
nior manager of monetary 
union planning at Midland, 
said: “We will be offering euro 
accounts from January 1999. 
We are preparing for both 
scenarios. You would expect a 
major UK bank to do so." 

NatWest is also preparing 
for a fall conversion to the 
euro in 1999, A spokesman 
said: "We are planning re¬ 
gardless of whether we think 


the UK will go info monetary 
union. Ir would appear im¬ 
probable that the UK would 
join in 1999 but being a size¬ 
able financial institution we 
nevertheless prepare for it.“ 

The cost of converting 
counter services is holding 
Barclays back. A spokeswom¬ 
an said: "We have held back 
from investing in changing the 
system as there hasn’t been a 
dear derision whether rhe UK 
will be in from the start." 

Barclays has invested £40 
million to prepare its whole¬ 
sale banking operations. The 
cost of changing the retail side 
is estimated to be about £200 
million. The spokeswoman 
said Mr Buxton was in full 
agreement with the rest of the 
board on the issue. 

The Bank of England's re¬ 
port Practical Issues Arising 
from the Introduction of the 
Euro , sets a timetable for euro- 
denominated retail payment 
systems. It says banks should 
aim to “make the necessary 
amendments to the infra¬ 
structure by January 1.1999". 
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Ethical victory 

An 18-year-old Cambridge 
student is the latest winner of 
the NatWest I Times 
Business Ethics competition. 
Owain Evans beat five 
other finalists with his ideas 
as to how Go-Build, a 
construction company, 
should reconcile the 
demands of shareholders and 
environmental protestors. 
Tlie contest made clear that 
youngsters expect high 
standards from business and 
will punish those guilty of 
unethical behaviour. Page 31 
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ICI warns 
of job cuts 
to combat 
sterling 
problem 

By Christine Buckley 
INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

A FRESH round of job cuts is 
expected at ICI. which is 
accelerating its productivity 
drive as the strong pound eats 
into already weak profits. 

The chemicals manufactur¬ 
er expects E12Q million to be 
cut from this year’s profits if 
sterling remains at its present 
level — up from the E9Q 
million hit feared two months 
ago when ICI. whose chair¬ 
man is Sir Ronald HampeL 
announced results. In the first 
quarter of 1997 sterling cut 
£40 million from profits. 

Alan Spall, finance director, 
said the productivity drive 
must be increased immediate¬ 
ly to combat the impact of 
sterling. “That drive will inev¬ 
itably rail on fixed costs such 
as manning,” he said. 

1C1 is already implement¬ 
ing a rationalisation pro¬ 
gramme to reduce costs by 
£400 million a year and boost 
return on assets from 18 to 20 
per cent But the decision to 
scale up efficiencies was taken 
recendy as the sterling prob¬ 
lem proved tougher than first 
thought Mr Spall would not 
put a figure on the extra job 
reductions but it is unlikely to 
be fewer than several hun¬ 
dred in the UK, 

7116 sterling effect has led 
to casualties among large 
industrial .companies that are 
heavy exporters or are geared 
to the mark for pricing. Re¬ 
cently British Steel increased 
its efficiency programme and 
said that up to 10.000 more 
jobs must be cut Other com¬ 
panies have given warnings 
that the strong pound will 
reduce profits. 

ICI has also been hit by 
strong pricing pressures in 
industrial chemicals, an area 
where if wants to reduce 
exposure in favour of more 
consumer-led chemical map' 
kets. Trading profit in the first 
three months plummeted £13 
million into the red, com¬ 
pared with a £87 million profit 
in the same period last year. 

Overall trading profit be¬ 
fore exceptional to the end of 
March plunged £87 million — 
a drop of 58 per cent from the 
previous year. _ 

Temp us, page 30 



Sir Ronald Hampel, left chairman of ICI, with Charles Miller Smith, chief executive, when the company announced its results in February year.^The rom^y raid mat occupanq 
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| BUSINESS ROUNDUP 

French expansion 
by CU lifts shares 

COMMERCIAL UNION shares, already buoyed by strong 
new business figures this week, rose further yesterday after 
news that the composite was expanding further into the 
French insurance market. CU said the deal would increase 
CU’s new single premium business in France, which was 
£357 million for the first three months of this year, by 30 per 
cent The deal is in keeping with CU’s strategy of expanding 
on the Continent and French new single premiums wifl now 
be three times those of the UK- _ , ... 

CU said it had acquired 73 per cent of SEV, a French life 
assurer, and 100 per uent of a French broking business in an 
agreement with AFER. the largest association of savers in 
France and an organisation with which CU shares new 
business. The share rose 3p to 656p after a I3p rise me 
previous day. 

Stakis rates drop 

DISRUPTIONS caused fry room refurbishment pushed oc¬ 
cupancy rates at Stakis. the Scottish hotel and casinos chain, 
down 4.4 points to W.7 per cent in the first three months of rhe 
year. The company said that its Merropole chain, which it 
bought last November, was trading well with occupancy 
already up by 5.3 per cent and room rates up by 112 per cent. 
Like-for-like casino attendances jumped IS per cent to 
594.000, but spend per head declined by E5 to £112. The com¬ 
pany's shares held at lOOp yesterday, although 192 million 
changed hands. The company also named Robert Smith, 
chief executive of Morgan Grenfell Asset Management, as its 
fourth non-executive director, with immediate effect. 


By Alasdair Murray and Philip Bassett 


THE British Chambers of 
Commerce yesterday called 
for a Ip rise in income tax to 
help to cool the economy 
wiihout harming the fragile 
manufacturing sector. 

Ian Peters, BCC deputy 
director-general, joined a 
growing chorus of business 
leaders and economists who 
believe the widely expected 
post-election interest rate rises 
will further damage manufac¬ 
turing investment and export 
competitiveness. 

The London Business 


School (LBS), which publishes 
its spring Economic Outlook 
today, is also calling for the 
next government to consider 
tax rises in addition to raising 
base rates to help to head off 
the threat of inflation. 

Andrew Sentence, director 
of the Centre for Economic 
Forecasting at the school and a 
former member of the Trea¬ 
sury panel of independent 
forecasters, argues that fiscal 
tightening would take some of 
the strain off interest rates and 
prevent the pound rising fur¬ 


ther. “Selective” tax rises 
would also help to place 
government borrowing on a 
sustainable basis and provide 
room for targeted tax cuts later 
in the Parliament. 

The LBS forecasts that rates 
wfll rise to 7 per cent by early 
next year — with a 05 per cent 
rise needed immediately after 
the ejection — to counter the 
inflationary threat posed by 
rising wages. 

It believes that GDP growth 
will hit 3,1 per cent thus year, 
but that the rise in sterling will 


Second warning by Vickers 


VICKERS, which makes 
Challenger tanks and Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars, yes¬ 
terday delivered a fresh 
warning about the strength of 
sterling, saying that profits 
for the first half of this year 
would fall short of those in 
19% (Christine Buddey 
writes). 

The company pledged to 
take strong action to counter 
the impact of the high ex¬ 
change rate of sterling. Last 


month Vickers gave a warning 
that the strength of the pound 
could knock up to £7 million 
from its profits this year. Last 
year the company rumed in 
pre-tax profits of £83 J million. 

Sir Richard Lloyd, chair¬ 
man of Vickers, told share¬ 
holders attending the 
company’s annual meeting 
that export orders were prov¬ 
ing harder to obtain and profit 
margins on them tended to be 
thinning. About half of the 
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cause the economy to slow 
rapidly next year to register 
just 1.9 per cent GDP growth. 

The BCC call for a tax rise 
came as it announced the 
results of its latest quarterly 
industrial survey of more than 
8.000 companies. 

This showed that manufac¬ 
turing and service firms were 
seeing a continuing decline in 
sales growth, with exports hit 
by the strength of sterling and 
confidence tailing. 

But the BCC said that high 
levels of recruitment difficul¬ 


ties. coupled with rising wage 
settlements, could fuel wage 
inflation. 

Trade figures published 
yesterday showed the global 
trade deficit widening to £758 
million in February, com¬ 
pared with £535 million in the 
previous month. The non-EU 
trade deficit in March rose to 
Eb06 million in March, from 
£437 million in February. 

Global export volumes fell 
1.6 per cent in February, while 
non-EU exports dropped 4.1 
per cent in March. 


company's sales come from 
exports. Sir Richard said that 

1997 would be a year of 
consolidation, but predicted 
that the company’s prospects 
would be stronger after that 

He added: "We are confi¬ 
dent that the significant in¬ 
vestments which we have 
made will positively impact 
results and. that over 1997 and 

1998 taken together, the 
growth pattern for your com¬ 
pany will be sustained." 


P&O places order for 
£200m superliner 


P&O CRUISES has placed a 
£200 million order for a new 
super liner with a German ship¬ 
yard, it was announced yes¬ 
terday (Martin Barrow writes). 

The ship is to be built at the 
Meyer Werft shipyard and will 
be delivered for service in the 
spring of 2000. The vessel, 
which has not yet been named, 
will cany more than 1,800 pas¬ 
sengers on worldwide cruises 


Alliance & 
Leicester 
defends its 
auctions 

By Our City Staff 

ALLIANCE & Leicester, the 
former building society that 
floated on the stock market on 
Monday creating windfalls for 
23 million members, yester¬ 
day defended its free share- 
dealing service. 

Peter White, chief executive, 
said: "The aim of the auctions 
was to ensure that the price 
received by these individuals 
reflected the trend in the share 
price over the early phase of 
trading, and this has been 
successful." 

More than 157 million shares 
were sold through the service, 
which used three auctions to fix 
a price. On Wednesday it said 
the price for the 620,000 people 
who decided to cash in early 
was 533.7p a share, making the 
standard 250-share handout 
worth Ei.334.2S. 

After the first day of trading, 
A&L shares closed at 566.5p, 
the equivalent of EI.4I6 — or 
slightly below £1,400 if a stan¬ 
dard dealing foe or £20 is sub¬ 
tracted. The company said 
members selling immediately 
had received a price in line 
with the value at the end of the 
first two days on the stock 
market By Tuesday evening, 
the price had fallen to 533p. 


from the UK and will be a 
sister ship to Oriana, which 
was also built in Germany 
and was introduced as the 
P&O flagship in April 1995. 

The order comes after an¬ 
nouncement in March that 
Princess Cruises, a P&O sub¬ 
sidiary, is to introduce a £300 
million superl'mer. The Ocean 
Princess, is to be built at the 
fincantieri Shipyard in Italy. 


Hollinger 
suffers from 
subscription 
campaign 

By Eric Reg lily 


A COSTLY subscription cam¬ 
paign all but wiped out the 
19% profits of Conrad Black's 
British newspaper company, 
dominated by the The Daily 
Telegraph and its Sunday 
sister. 

The annual report of 
Hollinger Internationa!, the 
Telegraph group's owner, re¬ 
vealed that the newspapers' 
operating income declined 
from $27 million in 1995 (o 
$1.6 million in the year to the 
end of December. In 1994. 
when the price war with The 
Times began, the operating 
income was $33.9 million. 

The downturn came in spile 
of an il.6 rise in operating re¬ 
venue, to $451.9 million, as the 
British group reported double¬ 
digit increase in both classified 
and advertising revenue. 

Hollinger blamed the profits 
collapse on the $323 million 
cost of a direct subscription 
campaign that gave large dis¬ 
counts to new Telegraph read¬ 
ers. The discounts drove 
down operating margins 
from 933 to 3.52 per cenL 

Hollinger said the subscrip¬ 
tion campaign helped to lift 
circulation at The Daily and 
77ie Sunday Telegraph. 
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MCI’s soaring costs keep 
profits flat in first quarter 

From Richard Thomson in new york 


MORE rhan four out of ten working adults have no current 
pension provision — up slightly on previous research, 
according to a survey by NOP. the research group, based on 
interviews with 14,500 people. It found the proportion of 
people in either full-time or part-time work.without any form 
of pension provision — other than the basic state pension — 
had increased by l percentage point to 42 per cent in the six 
months to December 1996, compared with a year earlier. The 
findings suggest attempts to encourage companies to 
increak their pension provision for their staff and for 
individuals to take out personal pension plans had met with 
"only limited success", the survey concludes. 

Blue Circle package 

KEITH ORRELL-JONES. chief executive of Blue Circle 
Industries, saw his total salary’ package rise From £383346 to 
£390,972 during I99(». while he also cashed in executive share 
options worth £890.145, according to the latest accounts from 
the company. The accounts also reveal that he was awarded 
£123.900 “phantom options" last year, which entitles him to a 
cash bonus provided, certain performance targets are met His 
total remuneration package also included a £92,036 perfor¬ 
mance-related bonus. The options covered a four-year period. 

Interactive Leeds FC 

CASPIAN Group said it will launch a Leeds United 
interactiveTV service with Huli-basdd Video Networks at the 
beginning of next year. The service will create a virtual 
catalogue with 330 items currently available through Leeds 
United’s retail outlets, it said. The service will also include a 
Leeds United video magazine with archive footage, and a 
bulletin board with dub information. The interactive service 
will enable Caspian to participate in the development of 
broadband TV services, the group said. City Diary, page 31 

Society looks at options 

BIRMINGHAM MIDSHIRES, one of the building societies 
yet to announce plans to float on the stock market and convert 
to a bank, yesterday refused to rule out such a move. John 
Leighfield. the chairman, reaffirmed the desire of the society, 
the UK's eighth largest, to grow by “acquisition or merger". 
Speculation was inevitable in the current climate, he told the 
society's annual meeting. "The board continues to research all 
the options to ensure it is fulfilling its duty to act in the best long 
term interests of the society. No better destiny has been found." 

Bodycote chief sells 

JOSEPH DWEK, the founding chairman of Bodycote. 
the Manchester-based metal technology company that 
makes bullet-prooF vests, yesterday sold 455,997 of his 
shares in the group at 745p each. The sale raised £3.4 
million for him. The shares closed at 750p yesterday. Mr 
Dwek holds 3.4 million shares, representing a 4.22 per 
cent stake in the company. At yesterday’s closing price, 
the holding was worth ahout £255 million. Mr Dwek 
made a similar sale in May last year. 

Trinity Holdings ahead 

TRINITY HOLDINGS, rhe fire engines to refuse lorries 
company. lifted pre-tax profits 9 per cent to £17.4 million in 
the year to January 31. The company sold 1,000 of its special 
buses, which lower themselves six inches to provide a no-step 
access for passengers, ff also secured orders for 240 of its 
double-deck version of the bus. Its airport vehicles division 
was boosted by orders for its -no-pole” tractors. Earnings 
nudged upto20.bp (20.5p) a share.The final dividend isb.lp. 
bringing the total to S.9p t8.2p). due July 31. 

Poor response to review 

THE Securities and Investments Board claims that only two 
in five people contacted in the personal pensions review pro¬ 
cess have responded. At present, fife insurers and independ¬ 
ent financial advisers are contacting hundreds of thousands 
of diems who may have been mis-sold a personal pension. So 
far. the industry has offered redress of ESO million to 10300 
people, making the average amount of compensation £7300 
a person. The industry has been strongly criticised by re°ula- 
tors such as the SIB for taking so long to resolve the situation. 


TOURIST 
RATES - 


MCI, the long-distance US 
telephone company that is 
merging with British Telecom, 
reported soaring costs had 
kept profits flat in the first 
three months of 1997. 

The phone company earned 
$295 million, unchanged from 
the same period last year, 
despite a healthy ris* in reve¬ 
nues. Gerald Taylor, chief 
executive, said that profits 
from its core long-distance 
business grew to $403 million, 
or 57 cents a share, but 
investments in new ventures 
slashed the profit growth by 15 
cents a share. 


Since last year's deregula¬ 
tion of the US phone industry, 
MCI has been investing in 
new areas such as local phone 
services and high technology. 
While revenue from local 
phone services rose 63 per cent 
to $65 million, the cost of 
breaking into this business 
meant profits were minimal. 

The company said it expec¬ 
ted revenue and traffic growth 
to slow over the next few 
months as growth in markets 
such as domestic phones 
moderated. The company’s 
performance would also be 
dented over the near term by 


its increasing investment in 
higher-margin businesses. 

MCfs $23 billion merger 
with BT to form Concert is due 
to be completed this autumn. 
Analysts gave warning that 
merger costs and manage¬ 
ment time devoted to the deal 
were likely to limit profit 
growth in the next year or two. 

However, MCI said that 
despite the extra expense in¬ 
vestment in new areas was 
paying off. Information tech¬ 
nology grew by 27 per cent fo 
$433 million, and revenue 
from its Internet services grew 
200 per cent. 
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□ j>verything to prove at Laura Ashley □ External approach is better for bids □ Banks must tackle millennium bug first 


D ONE can only speculate as to 

•w. l 5TC er m which the iras- 
able Sir Bernard Ashley received 
the latest trading figures from 
the company that bears his late 
wife’s name but those of a 
sensitive disposition would have 
ban well advised to keep clear. 

Sir Bernard, whose family still 
holds almost a third of Laura 
AshJey, would have been jus¬ 
tified in suggesting to chief 
executive Ann Iverson that she 
ait the jargon and explain why 
me company she was so con¬ 
fident she could put to rights is 
still struggling. 

For the chief executive to offer 
the p latitude that “we con tinue to 
remain a results-drtven group", 
is hardly destined to win a round 
of applause from shareholders 
who have just seen the value of 
their investment fall by a third. 

After nearly two years in the 
role. Ms Iverson, is still 
experimenting without produc¬ 
ing results that suggest she has 
found a formula worthy of 
reproducing. 

She is undoubtedly highly 
motivated — the potential to 
pocket up to £5 million in 
another couple of years should 
provide some inspiration 1 : But on 
current performance, the glossy 
American will not have to worry 
about any new windfall tax that 
may be looming. 

There are two views on Laura 
Ashley. The first, encouraged by 


A fashion for flowery words 


toe enthusiasms of Sir Bernard, 
believe that it has all the mak¬ 
ings of an international brand 
that could rank among the best. 
The second sees it as a niche 
player, which cannot grow too 
far out of its heritage however 
much Ms Iverson tries to cast off 
toe floral prints. On current 
view, toe second may have got it 
right. 

Ms Iverson, often described as 
feisty .has taken toe brave step of 
investing heavily in moving Ash- 
teymto big new stores in the US, 
with little indication that these 
will be any more successful than 
toe smaller ones that have been 
failing to perform. 

In the UK, she tells us that the 
company has cleverly kept up 
sales levels by “taking greater 
mark-downs in order to ensure 
better sell through of in-season 
merchandise”. This is what other 
retailers refer to as having a sale. 

It will take more than jargon to 
improve results from the group. 
Whether she blames late store 
openings or over-optimistic 
ordering, toe chief executive has 
had to admit that toe next set of 
figures will be disappointing 
because customers are not buy¬ 


ing all that Laura Ashley wants 
to sell. 

Her task is made harder by the 
heritage factor: the Welsh fac¬ 
tories that were part of the 
original Ashley dream and 
Much Sir Bernard is loathe to 
close. Whatever the theoretical 
benefits of an integrated busi¬ 
ness. Laura Ashley has never 
found them. 

Ann Iverson has brought in an 
almost entirely new team to help 
her turn around the company, 
most of them female. They may 
loyally shop in toe company 
stores but their custom will not 
be enough to bring her the 
bonus. 

Regan’s folly comes 
back to haunt him 

D SO IT has all ended about as 
badly as it possibly could for that 
clever Andrew Regan. His back¬ 
ers are distancing themselves, the 
Co-op is bringing criminal pro¬ 
ceedings against or suing anyone 
involved, and shares in Lanica are 
about to be relisted. Once they are 
bade to the three-ha'pence they are 
probably worth after this debacle, 


Bennington 



Mr Regan will not be bidding for 
anything much larger than a box 
of paperclips. 

Good thing, too. His activities 
have done a disservice to the 
City, and to anyone who thinks it 
right for underperforming man¬ 
agements to be swept aside in 
favour of performing ones, to the 
benefit of those who actually own 
the assets. This is the justification 
for the contested takeover bid, 
and if Labour makes these more 
difficult if in power, some of toe 
blame must rest with Mr Regan 
and his pals. 

This has been one of those 
occasional bids — Forte and 
Granada was the last — that has 
made it on to the front pages 
from toe financial sections. 'Hie 
City should always be on its best 


behaviour on such occasions, 
and few new readers will have 
cared for what they read this 
time. Bungs to Cayman Islands 
companies, (he looting of private 
documents through the bade 
door; the CWS’s resorting to 
private detectives to photograph 
Mrs Regan’s bikini seems a 
justified response. 

Mr Regan’s City backers may 
not have been out of the top 
drawer — hard to imagine a 
Cazenove ora Lazards becoming 
involved — but their reputations, 
and especially that of Schroders, 
have been tarnished. Nonethe¬ 
less, it is not all bad news. It is 

menttoat wilSSemSuasting 
legacy of this affair. 

There are already pressure 
groups springing up among 
members demanding that fur¬ 
ther approaches be taken seri¬ 
ously. If a respected retailer, a Sir 
Geoff Mulcahy say, comes 
along, or an organisation with 
toe nght altruistic credentials — 
wild thought, John Lewis — they 
will have to be heard. Or Gra¬ 
ham Melmoth and other Coop 
heavyweights will have to im¬ 
prove performance from inside. 


Given the internal tangles at the 
CWS. toe CRS and the rest of the 
movement, an external approach 
may prove to be the easier. 

Barclays backs 
ostrich over EMU 

□ BARCLAYS is right to risk 
political incorrectness and tell 
Britain’s politicians to stop being 
so self-indulgent over toe single 
currency. Across Europe, KatjVy 
and businesses (including the 
continental parts of British 
groups) are preparing actively 
for retail use of the euro in toe 
confidence that their awn gov¬ 
ernments are pressing ahead. It 
may not happen but any busi¬ 
ness decision carries such risks. 

If British companies are to 
press ahead, they have to do so 
on two alternative strategies. 
Some adjustments need to be 
made whether the UK joins or 
not. The cost of convention is 
heavy enough to dent bank 
profits noticeably. 

Some changes affect cus¬ 
tomers. Shoppers would have to 
put up with a shortage of cash 
machines, for instance, while 


most were converted to euros. 
Banks that lost millions searing 
up for the Stock Exchange’s 
aborted Taurus system do not 
want to throw scores of millions 
down ihe drain mi a euro the UK 
is not likely to join. 

The millennium problem for 
computers coincides with toe first 
wave of EMU. The former will 
cost even a relatively simple bank 
such as Abbey National at least 
£50 million. Both main parties 
have authorised statements say¬ 
ing that UK entry in toe first wave 
is “extremely unlikely". So it is 
sensible, rather than ostrich-like, 
to put toe domestic euro on the 
back burner and cope with toe 
millennium issue first. 


lb f rit ^ Snakes and ladders 

actively □ INTRODUCING what has to 
o in toe be toe worst AIM stock ever, 
wn gov- Snakeboard International — 
head. It note the International, providing 
ny busi- some spurious credibility along 
h risks, with David Lloyd as a non-exec- 
are to utive — makes a skateboard you 
to do so steer by wiggling your feet. Who 
rategies. could resist such an invention? 
J to be The company has now managed 
joins or two profits warnings before its 
rtion is first set of figures as a quoted 
rf hank company. Surprise, it was 
brought to us by our old friends 
ct cus- Neill Clark Capital. It would be 
have to more interesting to know who 
of cash actually puts up real money for 
; while these does. 


Equitas 
court 
victoiy 
for Lloyd’s 


By Adam Jones 


LLOYD’S OF LONDON has 
won a High Court battle over 
a controversial “pay now, sue- 
later” clause in investors' con¬ 
tracts. The society had taken 
legal action to collect money 
from three names who allege 
they are victims of fraud. 

Mr Justice Cota an ruled 
yesterday that Dennis Leighs, 
Geoffrey Lyon and David 
Wilkinson have to pay a share 
of the costs of establishing 
Equitas, toe reinsurer that 
took on toe market’s crippling 
liabilities. 

They had claimed that they 
were recruited fraudulently, 
invalidating a “pay now. sue- 
later" clause in their contracts. 

Lloyd’s said it will now be 
able to start collecting about 
£350 million from dissidents, 
even though an appeal should 
be heard in the next few 
months. Ron Sandler, Lloyd’s 
chief executive officer, said: 
“Lloyd’s is delighted that to- 
day’s ruling, taken together 
with Mr Justice Colinan’s 
earlier ruling in toe action. 



Sandler delighted 


upholds the legal basis for toe 
reinsurance into Equitas.” 

In toe same dispute. Mr 
Justice Colman ruled in Feb¬ 
ruary that the Equitas struc¬ 
ture is legitimate, dismissing 
one justification for non¬ 
payment. 

The American Names Asso¬ 
ciation, which wants to sue 
Lloyd’s in US courts, wel¬ 
comed toe decision. It said it i 
proved that “no remedies for 1 
fraud exist for US Lloyd’s 
investors in the UK courts”. 

The United Names Organ¬ 
isation, a pressure group of 
investors, said the ruling 
means many names will not 
be able to afford legal action 
over fraud allegations. 

Catherine Mackenzie 
Smith, chairman, said: “For 
the English names with no 
proper investor protection law 
to help them, this judgment 
represents a setback." 

Christopher Stockwell. 
chairman of the Lloyd’s 
Names Associations’Working 
Party, said: “Lloyd’s continues 
to behave with arrogant disre¬ 
gard for those it has ruined." 

Later this year, Mr Justice 
Colman will consider the pos¬ 
ition of non-paying names 
who say they are being pur¬ 
sued for sums larger than 
those agreed when they ac¬ 
cepted toe reconstruction and 
renewal package. 

Earlier this week, the 1,000- 
strong Rose Thomson Young 
Names Action Group, which 
includes lan Lang, President 
of the Board of Trade, and Sir 
Richard Body, MP, served 
Lloyd’s with a writ demanding 
£1.6 million in unrefunded | 
expenses. 




Watchdog fines 
Invesco £60,000 


By Adam Jones 


INVESCO Asset Manage¬ 
ment has been fined £60,000 
by toe Investment Manage¬ 
ment Regulatory Organis¬ 
ation, the financial services 
watchdog, for lax accounting 
controls. The company was 
also ordered to pay costs of 
£25,500. 

The role breaches date 
back to 1994 and 1995. The 
fund manager failed to rec¬ 
oncile promptly company 
records with bank records. 
One personal equity plan 
(Pep) client account was not 
reconciled with bank 
records for 15 months. Imro 
rules say recondfiations 
should be done every five 
weeks. 

It flfon failed to correct 
promptly reconciliation dif¬ 
ferences and to maintain 
written compliance proce¬ 
dures. Overall more than 
ten accounts were affected. 

Invesco warned Imro ot 
the problems in 1995- A 
spokeswoman for the regu¬ 
lator said: “No investors 
have lost any money." 


The problems stem from a 
reorganisation carried out 
after Invesco MIM. as the 
group was then called, was 
fined a record £750.000. plus 
£1.6 million in costs, by Imro 
in 1993. . 

The regulator had penalised 
55 rule breaches, including 
Invesoo*s role in the Maxwell 
pensions scandal. The com¬ 
pany had already been fined 
£75.000 for maladministration 
in its Pep business two years 
earlier. 

These run-ins with Imro led 
id the company being com¬ 
pletely reorganised. Tristan 
Hillgarth, Invesco chief execu¬ 
tive. said that some proce¬ 
dures were overlooked in the 
transition: “We regret it hap¬ 
pened. It was a time of great 
change.” The group now man¬ 
ages £100 billion. 

Mr Hillgarth said that toe 
compliance department has 
been strengthened to improve 
Invesco"s poor record with 
Imro. The regulator said that 
it was satisfied with the 
improvements. 



Colin Evans, chairman, said the womenswear range, rather than the menswear normally associated with Austin Reed, was leading group growth 


Brent Walker leaps 
back into profit 


By Alas dai r Murray 


BRENT WALKER, toe leisure 
company formerly run by 
George Walker, has set a 
deadline of the end of toe year 
to decide on toe future of Wil¬ 
liam Hill, its remaining asser. 

The company’s lending 
agreement with its banks runs 
out on December 31 and Bren! 
Walker is expected to unveil a 
sale or flotation of the betting 
chain before this dare. 

Brent Walker, which almost 
collapsed in 1991. is still bur¬ 
dened with £13 billion of debt 
and a deficit in shareholders’ 
funds of £1 billion. A float or a 
safe of William Hill is expected 
to realise up to £700 million. 
Bass, owner of the Coral chain, 
is tipped as a likely bidder. 

Brent Walker succeeded in 
returning to the black last year, 
with a full-year profit before 
tax of £50.6 million aeainst a 


loss of £414 million the previ¬ 
ous year. The result was boost¬ 
ed by a one-off profit from the 
£171 million sale of the Pub- 
master drain in November 
and the award of £117 million 
in a dispute with Grand Met¬ 
ropolitan over the sale price of 
William Hill in 1989. 

Overall group ru mover in¬ 
creased 6 per cent to £1.65 bil¬ 
lion. while interest charges 
totalled £166 million. 

Operating profit at William 
Hilt rose 30 per cent to £50 
million. The company put the 
improved performance down 
to bening deregulation and a 
strong contribution from in¬ 
store amusement machines. 
The company said trading 
since the start of the year had 
been encouraging. Brent 
Walker shares closed up 1 4p at 
2 p.There is again no dividend. 


Bloomsbury 
book sales 
20% higher 

By Martin Barrow 

BLOOMSBURY Publish¬ 
ing. toe book publisher 
whose authors include toe 
controversial Will Self, 
achieved an JS-8 per cent 
increase in pre-tax profits to 
£1.2 million in 1996. 

The company said it had 
high hopes for sales of Mr 
Selfs new novel Great 
Apes, published this week. 

Yesterday Bloomsbury 
said pre-tax profits in the 
year to December 31 rose 18 
per cent to £1202 million 
from £1.012 million, on sales 
of £13.655 million, up 20 per 
cent from £1137 million. 
Earnings rose 21.4 per cent 
to 9.47p a share from 7.8p 
and toe company is paying a 
total dividend of 35p f3.4pk 
with a 2.8p finaL 


Glaxo agrees truce 
with Zantac rival 


By Eric Reguly 


GLAXO WELLCOME, the 
world’s largest pharmaceuti¬ 
cals company, negotiated a 
truce yesterday with Novo- 
pharm that will allow the 
Canadian drugs company to 
sell a generic version of Zantac 
before it loses its American 
patent protection. 

Zantac, the anti-ulcer drug 
thar is Glaxo’s best-selling 
product, loses its patent pro¬ 
tection on July 25. Glaxo is to 
allow Novopharm to sell ge¬ 
neric Zantac, known a 
ranitidine hydrochloride, for a 
16-day period ending July 25 in 
exchange for a one-off pay¬ 
ment. Neither company would 
reveal the size of the payment, 
which is thought to be about 
£75 million. 

In exchange, Glaxo has 
agreed not to take legal action 
against Novopharm for 


breaching the deadline. Glaxo 
said the deal is profitable, 
implying the payment would 
more than offset the loss of 
Zantac sales in toe period, but 
would not provide details. 

Leslie Dan. chairman of 
Novopharm, said the 16 days 
will allow ir to flood the US 
marker with generic Zantac 
“If we are the first in the 
market we have a huge ad¬ 
vantage ..Generic Zantac 
will sell for about half the 
price of the patented version. 

Zantac, once toe world’s 
best-selling drug, had sales of 
£1 billion in the US last year, 
down 14 per cent from 1995. 
The company has predicted 
that generic competition will 
slash Zantac’s US sales by as 
much as 80 per c ent 
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Austin 
Reed 
cuts a 
dash for 
women 

By Fraser Nelson 

AUSTIN REED, the dothes 
retailer, is to launch a series of 
new outlets in an attempt to 
exploit toe success of its 
women's power-dressing 
range. 

The company, whose “Look 
the business” advertising 
campaign is targeting women 
across UK cities. is to open 
women-only outlets for the 
first tune in its history. It is 
also planning to greatly in¬ 
crease toe number of conces¬ 
sions that it operates, relaxing 
its dependency on stand-alone 
shops. 

Colin Evans, chairman, 
said toe womenswear range 
had enjoyed exceptional suc¬ 
cess last year, and was lead¬ 
ing the company's growth. He 
said: “We have had the new 
women's team in place for two 
years now. and they have 
delivered three successful sea¬ 
sons. This has given us the 
confidence to go forward and 
expand.” 

He added that toe com¬ 
pany. which did not open any 
new shops last year, has no 
target number of outlets in 
mind: “This has got to be a 
cost-effective opportunity, and 
not just a race for space. We 
are actively looking to unease 
our footage, but we are not 
going to rush.” 

At present. Austin Reed 
runs 45 outlets, every one 
offering both mens and wom¬ 
en’s dothes. with only one 
concession. 

Strong retail sales helped 
toe company produce pre-tax 
profits of £6.8 million (£3.4 
million) in the year to January 
31, beating market expecta¬ 
tions. Earnings were 142p 
(7-2p) a share, and a final 
dividend of 4J25p makes 6Jip 
(6p) for toe year, due July I. 
Analysts expect profits to 
break through £8 million next 
time, breaking the record set 
in 1989. Its shares sained 2hp 
fo254p. 
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Lanica shares face large 
fall over CW S bid failure 


SHARES in high-flying 
Lanica Trust will more than 
halve when trading in the 
shares resumes after the 
collapse of Andrew Regan’s 
leveraged bid for the Co¬ 
operative Wholesale Society. 

Suspended more than two 
months ago at EI9J50, the 
shares are expected to be re¬ 
quoted within the next few 
days. The opening price is 
likely to be between 400p and 
500p, but dealers believe the 
price could fail even further 
now that the £13 billion Coop 
bid has been scuppered. 

The Stock Exchange said it 
was impossible to say when 
Lanica would be requoted, but 
h is known that talks between 
officials and the company 
were taking place last night 
The Stock Exdiange is said to 
be seeking certain assurances 
before giving its approval. 

Lanica is a thin market 
covered by only two market- 
makers. HSBC James Capel 
and Winterfiood Securities. 
They will only quote a price in 
500 shares at a time. 

Most of the large 
shareholdings in Lanica are 
listed under nominee ac¬ 
counts, but sources close to the 
company reckon that Jupiter 
Tyndall had built up an undis¬ 
closed stake of less than 3 per 
cent prior to the suspension. 

The FT-SE 100 index, hav¬ 
ing briefly risen above the 
4.400 mark, ended the day 
almost all-square, up 0.8 at 
4388.5. Investors were cau¬ 
tious ahead of today's gross 
domestic product figures. 

Turnover of 809.7 million 
shares was bolstered by the 
continuing share buyback in 
LucasVaiity, i'jp easier at 
19lp, as nine million shares 
changed hands. 

The profits slump at ICI left 
the price 20p lower at 7DO'zp. 
Brokers say margins remain 
under pressure. 

The profits warning from 
Laura Ashley sent the shares 
down 41 p to dose at 104p. after 
touching 98'ap. Nick Bubb, 
retail analyst at MeesPierson, 
says: "There were a lot of 
positive comments about the 
new range. Now the company 
says it has bought too much of 
it. It’s a typical Laura 
Ashleyfoul-up". But full 
marks to the investor who 
unloaded 329 million shares 
on Wednesday, at 145p, a 6p 
discount to the ruling market 
price. 

The 9p spedal dividend 
from Andrew Cohen’s 
Bederware was warmly re¬ 
ceived by tire City and the 



RoUs-Royoe margins fell and Vickers shares dipped 23 l 2p 


price responded with a jump 
of lOp to L22p. The door-to- 
door catalogue shopping 
group has surplus cash of 
almost £13 million. 

Enrotonnel still remains 
deep in die red and the 
financial restructuring seems 
no nearer completion, but 
there was sane relief for 
hapless shareholders as the 
price firmed l'ap to 71p. Total 


"buy" recommendations from 
BZW, HSBC James Capel, 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett, 
Soriete Genera le Strauss 
Turnbull and Morgan Stanley 
lifted Bank of Scotland lS‘ap 
to 357p as turnover reached 
almost six million shares. 
Banks generally were marked 
higher. 

Over on AIM, dealings got 
under way in shares of Lady 


City speculators continue to chase BTG high, with the price 
closing a further 3 1 zp up at 656p. Many of them are pinning 
their hopes on Torotrak. which does away with the need for a 
gearbox in cars. Whispers suggest BTG may be forming a 
separate company to develop and market Torotrak separately. 


losses for the year of £6853 
million were in line, but the 
reduction in the operating loss 
from £192 million to 03 
million was seen as positive. 

GB Railways touched I9ip 
before finishing Bp better at 
284p amid reports it is trading 
ahead of forecast- At least one 
broker believes the AIM-listed 
shares are undervalued. 

Further reflection of 
Wednesday’s profits news and 


in Leisure, the operator of 
women-oniy fitness centres. 
Placed by Charles Stanley, the 
broker, at LlOp, the price 
opened at 122 l 2p and touched 
130 ] 2p before settling at 
124'2p, a premium of I4*2p. 

First-rime dealings in 
Quakeraoi, the Irish bath¬ 
room equipment manufactur¬ 
er. got off to a flying start after 
a placing by J&£ Davy in 
Dublin and Teather & Green- 
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wood in London at 143p. The 
price opened at 150p and 
ended the session at iSQ^p. a 
premium of 16* 2p. 

Diagonal, a recent new¬ 
comer. firmed 2*2p to 319p 
with the help of a buy recom¬ 
mendation from Klein wort 
Benson, the broker. It came to 
market in March via Hender¬ 
son Crosth waite at Z75p. 

News of a bid approach 
lifted Oranicajre 28*2p to I57p. 
The price has come up from a 
low of 102p this year and is 
now capitalised at £185 
million. 

A profits warning from 
Vickers left the shares 23 ] 2p 
lower at 202'ap and had a 
knock-on effect for the rest of 
the engineering sector. There 
were losses for BBA, down 7p 
at 334p, FK1,5p to ISOp, Laird 
Group, 16p to 395'zp and TI 
Group. 24p to S23 ( 2p. Siebe 
was also down 20 >2p to 934'zp 
on talk ft may be about to 
make a sizeable acquisition. 

Danny Bevan at Credit Ly¬ 
onnais Laing, the broker, said: 
“Vickers was concerned that 
the City may have got the 
wrong end of the stick". 

The company exports 34 per 
cent of turnover from this 
country and is affected by a 
strong pound. But it has also 
been hurt by heavy discount¬ 
ing of four-door models of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley luxu¬ 
ry cars prior to the launch of a 
new range of models. This had 
hurt margins and is likely to 
leave profits for the year static 
at between £80 million and 
£83 million. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Having 
marked time for much of the 
day, gilt prices fell sharply in 
late trading, reflecting similar 
losses among overseas bonds. 
Growing concern about the 
criteria and implementation of 
a single European currency 
were blamed. 

The June series of the long 
gilt shed £ ,5 32 to close at 
£109 ba as turnover reached 
its highest level of the week 
with 50.000 contracts 
completed. 

Brokers reported demand 
for index-linked issues, which 
kept prices stable, while a 
further steepening of the yield 
curve was recorded as Trea¬ 
sury 8 per cent 2015 fell E'^a 
to E102 5 j2. Treasury 8 per cent 
2000 was V b off at E 102*8. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares were 
lower after an early IBM rally 
evaporated and sell-offs in 
Allied Signal and Procter & 
Gamble. By midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
10.04 points lower at 6522.76. 
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Taking a pounding 


THE City has been fretting over the rise and 
rise of sterling since last August. To judge 
from the warning from Vickers yesterday, the 
full extent of the collateral damage is only just 
starling to become clear. A month ago. the 
company expected the strong pound to knock 
perhaps £7 million off its profits 
less than 10 per cent of last year’s total. 

Yet suddenly it seems to have become much 
more difficult to sell Challenger 2 tanks 
overseas. Vickers is finding it harder to win 
export orders, and is having to accept lower 
margins. First-half profits will fall. 

Worse, the smoke has still to clear from the 
battlefield. The short-term trading outlook is 
shaky, and may worsen further. This is not 
just a problem for Vickers but for many other 
engineering exporters. 

Sales of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars rose 


13 per cent in the Erst quarter. Wealthy buyers 
who are prepared to pay up to Ei million for 
their custom-built motors can afford to ignore 
exchange rates, but other customers wfli 
quickly start looking elsewhere. 

The underperforming medical division 
may be sold but it is the highly cyclical 
automotive division that poses the greater 
worry. Luxury cars is such a niche business 
that it is tempting to forget just how big a 
contribution the automotive division makes to 
profits — £37.6 million in 1996. OK, this also 
includes the Cosworth engine business, but it 
is Rolls-Royce that delivers the cream* The 
new model due in a couple of yeai^s time may 
arrive in a much harsher economic climate. 

At 2024p. the shares are down almost a 
third in six months. The risks make Vickers 
one to avoid. 


Betterware 


THE LAST time Andrew 
Cohen made a killing from 
Betterware, it proved the 
ultimate “eject" warning. 
Those who missed it soon 
lost 84 per cent of their 
investment 

Although yesterday’s spe¬ 
cial dividend may not he as 
overt a signpost as selling a 
huge chunk of equity, it will 
still unnerve investors whose 
memories stretch back three 
years. 

This time, the evidence 
suggests that Mr Cohen is 
giving himself a multi- 
million-pound slap on the 
back, rather than pulling out 
die golden parachute, if 
there is an accident waiting 
to happen, it is hard to see it. 

The profits are still a far 
cry from their 1989 heyday, 
but UK underlying growth is 
solid, and enough to keep the 
recovery on course for 


another year or so. More 
risky are Betterware’s plans 
for world domination. It has 
spent £2 million setting up 
shop in emerging markets, 
with precious little reward so 
far. Mr Cohen confidently 
predicts that the seeds sown 
will grow to deliver 10 per 
cent of the fruit next time. 

If Betterware matches the 
success of Avon, its partner. 


Mr Cohen will have many 
more chances to “return val¬ 
ue to shareholders”.. 

And if the Latin Ameri¬ 
cans return their catalogues 
to sender, it will not bring the 
company down. 

As long as the British 
continue to browse through 
Betterware on a wet Sunday 
afternoon, the shares are a 
solid hold. 



ICI 


ICI believes the prices of 
industrial chemicals will 
soon start showing some 
improvement. Encouraging: 
as this is, it will take much 
more for ICI to cast off the 
ugly sister image it has 
acquired since it parted com¬ 
pany with Zeneca. 

Which is why the group 
must be casting its eye over 
Unilever’s speciality chemi¬ 
cals operations. Buying one 
or more of them would move 
ICI closer to consumers, giv¬ 
ing it an opportunity to earn 
better margins and provid¬ 
ing a defence against the 
cyclical squeeze in commod¬ 
ity chemicals. Although ICI is 
tight-lipped on the subject, 
ihe company is in a strong 
negotiating position because 
it offers Unilever a relatively 
clean exit 

Id's restructuring of Its 
portfolio aims to reduce its 
bulk chemicals business 
from 40 per cent to 5 per cent 
of file total over the next ten 
years, it is easy to conclude 


that the company should be 
moving more quickly. 

Besides the cyclical down¬ 
turn and poor prices in its 
bulk chemicals business. Id 
is suffering from the strength 
of sterling. On current think¬ 
ing. it can expect little relief 
before the end of the year. 

The City needs to see more 
evidence that Id is commit¬ 
ted to reinventing itself. A 
Unilever deal might be a 
start — but only a start It is 
hard to find reasons to rec¬ 
ommend British industry's 
former bellwether. 


Glaxo Wellcome 


GLAXO Wellcome’s deal 
with Novopharm is making 
the best of a bad situation. 
Novopharm has fought a de¬ 
termined battle through the 
US courts to launch the first 
generic version of Zantac, the 
anti-ulcer drug whose huge 
success transformed Glaxo’s 
fortunes over the last two de¬ 
cades. Novopharm won the 
latest round, and Glaxo had 
decided it is time to stop argu¬ 


ing. The British company 
will allow Novopharm to 
stan selling its version of 
Zantac for lb days before the 
expiry of the LIS patent in 
July. 

In return. Novopharm is 
making a oneoff payment to 
Glaxo, thought to be about 
£75 million - which works out 
at nearly £5 million a day. 

Novopharm*s bet is that 
this small window of oppor¬ 
tunity will allow it seize much 
of the market for generic 
Zantac The stakes are high: 
Zantac is expected to lose 80 
per cent of its £1 billion of US 
sales to generic competition. 

While £75 million is small 
compared to the loss of sales, 
the move shows the company 
Glaxo is finding clever ways 
to mitigate the damage. The 
formula could be used on 
futurepatent expiries. 

The key will remain 
Glaxo’s ability to produce 
new drugs from its pipeline. 
Recent signs suggest sales of 
new producls'may offset 
Zantac’s decline by 1999 - 
making Glaxo a firm hold. 
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Ethical 
business 
practice 
in the 
spotlight 

A £12 BUUON takeover 
bid has just collapsed, 
brought down by allega¬ 
tions of sharp practice and 
potential criminality. A day 
earlier, protesters outside 
General Accident's annual 
meeting in Perth, demand¬ 
ing that the insurer seO its 
shares in Shell, the oD 
group, because of its atti¬ 
tude towards the environ¬ 
ment. Business ethics are 
coming under scrutiny as 
never before. 

So it was appropriate that 
yesterday should have seen 
the final round in this year's 
Business Ethics competi¬ 
tion, sponsored by NatWest 
Group and The Times. 

Few senior businessmen 
would relish the situation 
that our six undergraduate 
finalists were asked to 
envisage: bang under 
siege by rampant pressure 
groups and a highly criti¬ 
cal media. 

It was to encourage con¬ 
sideration and debate on 
business ethics that 
NatWest and The Times 
launched this competition 
three years ago. Yesterday 
Owain Evans. IS. an eco¬ 
nomics student from Em¬ 
manuel College, Cam¬ 
bridge, became the latest 
winner, with a cheque for 
£3,000. and a similar 
amount to his university. 

The judges — Derek 
Wanless, NatWest chief 
executive; John Monks, 
General Secretary of the 
Tire John Drummond, 
managing director of In¬ 
tegrity Works, a specialist 
business ethics consultan¬ 
cy, Julia Neuberger. chair¬ 
man of Camden & Isling¬ 
ton NHS Trust, and 
Patience Wheatcroft, busi¬ 
ness editor of The Times— 
felt that Owain’s grasp of 
ethical issues and the way 
they should be handled 
gave him the edge over his 
rivals. 

Nicola Grant from ( 
Kingston University came 
second and Fiona Flintan 
from Wye College. Univer¬ 
sity of London, came third. 

Each had been asked to 
put themselves behind the 
desk of die chairman of 
Go-Build, a construction 
firm engaged on building 
a road that was. inevitably, 
not to everyone’s lilting. 
Protesters in the Swampy 
mould were on the attack 
and Go-Build had to con¬ 
tend with the dilemma of 
reconciling the interests of 
investors, employees, cli¬ 
ents and demonstrators. 

Most of our finalists 
demonstrated a trusting 
belief in the fact that the 
demonstrators would be 
amenable to rational dis¬ 
cussion and that good 
communication could do 
much to cope with the 
problem. Businessmen 
might have taken them to 
issue on that point. But 
what business should note 
is that our bright young¬ 
sters almost all shared j 
certain strong views on | 
what constitutes ethical be- | 
haviour. In particular. | 
they emphasised the need . 
for business to care for the | 
environment and advocat- j 
ed policies which could hit , 
the profits that might oth- , 
erwise go to shareholders, j 
Their cry was For com- j 
panics to look to the long 
term, with the optimistic | 
refrain that ethical behav- 
iour would bring its re¬ 
wards eventually. . 

We must hope that their 
idealism will not be com¬ 
promised in coming years. 

Patience Wheatcroft 


Caspian’s 
Leeds Lasers 

A 12-yea r*old boy living in 
north Leeds bumped up his 
pocket money by £1,000 yes¬ 
terday. Daniel Kennedy came 
top in a competition run by 
the Yorkshire Evening Post to 
christen the new hockey team 
being launched by Caspian, 
the leisure and hotels group 
that owns Leeds United. The 
hockey team, which makes its 
debut on the ice this autumn, 
will henceforth be known as 
the Leeds Lasers. 

Opera post 

ACCOUNTANTS with an ear 
for opera could do worsethan 
atve Norman Broadbent 
International a rail. The firm 
of headhunters is looking to 
fill the role of director of 
finance an d resources at 
Glyndebourne. Mark Beddy, 
36. the incumbent, is off to 

oJirtre on Glyndebourne Fes- 
"rival Opera and tours. A five- 
figure salary ha* 
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Fair blows the wind from 
France for Eurosceptics 


Chirac’s dash 
to the polls 
increases the 
chances of 
EMU’s launch 
being delayed 


kTK* V I Biurvnnuc 


A t last, an excuse to 
forges this futile and 
empty election cam¬ 
paign. Something 
much more important and 
unpredictable is happening 
across the Channel. President 
Chirac’s sudden decision to 
dissolve the French Parlia¬ 
ment is one of those rare 
political events which hit the 
world completely by surprise 
and necessitate a total reas¬ 
sessment of crucial assump¬ 
tions about the economic 
outlook. In fact. Chirac’s boh 
from the blue could be com¬ 
pared with the Danish and 
French referendums of 1992, 
which set off the chain of 
events that culminated in 
White Wednesday, or the the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
which had no permanent ef¬ 
fect on die oil price, but tipped 
the American and world econ¬ 
omies into recession and led to 
tile downfall of George Bush. 

The assumption that France 
and Germany would inevita¬ 
bly join together in a monetary 
union was one that realistic 
Euro-sceptics like myself have 
long accepted — despite our 
conviction that such a union 
would be a dangerous folly. 
On Monday evening, how¬ 
ever, this assumption of inev¬ 
itability was undermined. 
Overnight the probability that 
EMU would ■ proceed on 
schedule fell from something 
like 95 per cenr to nearer the 60 
per cent or so that senior 
Bundesbank officials have al¬ 
ways claimed to believe in. 
There is even a chance that the 
whole single currency project 
could now be postponed sine 
die and that Europe will move 
towards a different pro¬ 
gramme for economic integra¬ 
tion and enlargement in the 
years ahead. 

The very subdued reaction 
in the political world and the 
financial markets can be ex¬ 
plained in two ways. First is 
the rabbit in the headlights 
effect So many people have 
bet so firmly on the inevitabil¬ 
ity of EMIL that paralysis and 
denial are the natural first 
reactions to an event that 
could blow the whole process 
apart 

Secondly, there is the fallacy 
of the rational politician. 
Chirac, it is said, didn't have ro 
call this election: therefore he 
wouldn’t have called it unless 
he was sure he would win. 
Furthermore. Chirac is com¬ 
mitted to EMU; ergo he would 
not do anything that would 
put EMU at risk. 

These arguments, which 1 
keep hearing from political 
and financial analysts, are 
absurd. Politicians are always 
making mistakes. If they keep 
blundering in their economic 
policies, their diplomacy and 
everything else they do. why 
should we assume that they 
are omniscient when it comes 
to foreseeing how people will 
vote? The fact is that President 
Chirac did not call the election 
because he knew he would win 
it. More likely, he feared he 
would lose if he waited until 
next March. As for Chirac’s 
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Attempts to meet the Maastricht criteria for economic and monetary union have already prompted protests in France 


Lionel Jospin has criticised EMU austerity measures Alain Juppe could find himself relying on Eurosceptics 


alleged commitment to the 
single currency’, it is worth 
recalling that President Mit¬ 
terrand. who was far more of a 
Europhile than the current 
president, almost destroyed 
the EMU process with his 
capricious decision to call a 
referendum on Maastricht in 
the summer of 1992. 

Setting aside assumptions 
about the political omni¬ 
science of the French Govern¬ 
ment. there are three possible 
outcomes of this election cam¬ 
paign. The election could be 
lost by the Right. It could be 
won by the Right, but with a 
small majority, finally, the 
Right could win decisively. Let 
us consider the implications of 
each possibiiiy for EM LI 

If the Right loses. EMU 
could be wrecked. While the 
French Socialists support 
EMU in principle, their only 
chance of winning would be to 
run againsf the austerity poli¬ 
cies needed to hit the Maas¬ 
tricht targets — as indeed M 
Jospin has already done in the 
opening speeches of the cam¬ 
paign. But as the campaign 
progresses, the Socialists could 
go farther to threaten the EMU 
process. They could decide to 
spice up their rhetoric with a 
dash of anti-German chauvin¬ 
ism which might appeal to the 
rapidly growing National 
Front * vote. More probably, 
they could avoid any charges of 
xenophobia by finding com¬ 
mon cause with the more sober 
dements of the German Social 
Democrats, the British Labour 
Party and the Italian left, ail of 
which in different ways are 
moving towards similar poli¬ 
cies of delaying EMU. while 
their countries give priority ro 


economic growth, "social cohe¬ 
sion” and the fight against 
uneraplqyment. 

A French Socialist victory on 
such a manifesto, far from 
antagonising Germany, could 
embolden opponents of EMU 
on the German left and weak¬ 
en the uncertain electoral pros¬ 
pects for Helmut Kohl. 
Adverse market reaction to 
any signs of a Socialist victory 
winch might emerge during 
the campaign could turn all 
this into a reflexive process — 
a financial crisis would raise 
the cost of convergence to 
politically unsupportable lev¬ 
els and that in turn would feed 
mare market speculation and 
add to political uncertainty. 
This is exactly what happened 
in Italy. Spain, Scandinavia 
and Britain in the autumn of 
1992, during the last few weeks 
of the French referendum 
campaign. 

I t is, of course, possible 
that even if the Socialists 
were elected, they would 
perform an immediate 
lHun) and implement the 
EMU-inspired austerity poli¬ 
cies they denounced during 
the campaign. This is the 
general assumption in the 
financial markets. 

To me it seems a rash 
assumption — not because 
politicians are normally true 
to their campaign promises, 
but because a decent interval 
usually has ro elapse before a 
newly elected government can 
make a U-turn, fn this case, 
however, the EMU timetable 
would require a U-turn virtu¬ 
ally the day after the election. 

Now consider the political 
outcome that is marginally 


more probable according to 
opinion polls — a victory for 
the Right If the Right wins by 
a narrow margin, a core EMU 
will remain likely, no longer 
certain. The election campaign 
itself would widen fissures 
between Alain Juppe and the 
anti-EMU factions on the 
Right. If the result were a very 
narrow victory. Juppe’s pos¬ 
ition would be in. jeopardy and 
other leaders, less enthusiastic 
about the EMU project would 
immediately start manoeu¬ 
vring to take his place. Worse. 
M Juppe would have to rely on 
the Euro-sceptics for votes and 
would have to heed their views 
(it is worth recalling the sud¬ 
den power influence of the 
Euro-sceptics in Britain after 
the Tories’ narrow victory in 
1992}. The French Govern¬ 
ment would have even less 
backbone than it did in 1995 
when faced with strikes and 
popular pressure. There could 
be serious and persistent un¬ 
certainty about EMU right up 
until April 1998. 

Only if tile Right wins 
decisively, will EMU be cer¬ 
tain to go ahead. But since the 
markets have already priced 
in a 100 per cent probability of 
the German and French cur¬ 
rencies merging, there is little 
for investors to gain by betting 
on this outcome. 

This leads to the biggest 
danger for the EMU process 
— the impact of the six-week 
campaign itself on financial 
markets. Until the votes are 
counted, neither the markets 
nor the politicians will know 
whether this is the option the 
French electorate chooses. The 
one thing that seems certain is 
that there will be numerous 
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mentioned and free tickets 
will be a perk of the job. 

Monumental 

ROBERT MALPAS, the co- 
chairman of Eurotunnel, was 
moving into the realms of 
hyperbole yesterday, describ¬ 
ing the cross-Channel rail link 
as “the most important piece 
Of infrastructure built in the 
world this century”. This of 
course puts it ahead of the 
Golden Gate bridge. Heath¬ 
row airport and the Panama 
Canal. Glad to see Mr Malpas 
has everything in perspective. 

O’Reilly honour 

TONY O’REILLY, multimil¬ 
lionaire chief executive at 
Heinz, is to have a theatre 
named after him. The650*cat 
arts centre in Pittsburgh, an 



personal life — think again. 
The troubleshooting chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Laura Ashley, who 
has been married and di¬ 
vorced four times, doesn't 
mince her American-twanged 
words when quizzed on the 
subject of English men. "They 
don't open up quite as much 
as 1 would like. 1 think you 
have to be the aggressor a 
little more than you do with 
American men. You've got to 
nurture them a bit." 


Tony O’Reilly is to have a 

area where the food company 
features large, will cost $18 
million to build. It is to be 
funded by a donation from 
the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
topped up by the Howard 
Heinz Endowment. Building 
is expected to be complete by 


theatre named afterhim Cayman bound 


1999, and the first play will be 
by Brian Friel. the Irish 
playwright 

Plain speaking 

ANY City gent who thinks he 
can add to Ann Iverson's 


ANN NEALON’S colleagues 
will be green with envy when 
they hear about her appoint¬ 
ment as chief executive of the 
Cayman Islands stock ex¬ 
change. A former director of 
policy with the Hong Kong 
stock exchange, and a solici¬ 
tor who has practised with 


political scares and setbacks 
for the EMU cause between 
now and June 1. The market's 
complacent idea that the Right 
will enjoy a commanding lead 
from the start of the campaign 
to the finish simply does not 
seem plausible — not after the 
dose vote in the 1995 presiden¬ 
tial elections, when Lionel 
Jospin came within an ace of 
an upset victory over Chirac, 
and the even narrower margin 
in the 1992 Maastricht referen¬ 
dum — which President Mit¬ 
terrand was convinced he 
would win fay a landslide. 

And as in 1992, any mar ker 
turmoil during the campaign 
will itself affect the outcome. 
In 1992, when Mitterrand’s 
referendum was the proximate 
cause of White Wednesday, 
die main impact of the uncer¬ 
tainty about French politics 
was felt not in France but in 
Britain. Scandinavia and Ita¬ 
ly. This time again the initial 
market turmoil may hit pe¬ 
ripheral countries such as 
Italy and Spain. But the Euro¬ 
pean economies and the Fran¬ 
co-German political 
consensus on EMU are much 
weaker today than they were 
in 1991 This time an EMU- 
related financial crisis in the 
Mediterranean could destroy 
the fragile political support for 
the whole single currency 
project m France. 

Returning for a moment to 
parochial British politics, it 
would be a supremely ironic 
epilogue to our election: the 
single-currency monster that 
destroyed both Margaret 
Thatcher and John Major, 
miraculously slain by French 
voters within a month of the 
Tories losing power. 


Clifford Chance and Linkla- 
ters & Paines, the 38-year-old 
Brit and her peripatetic hus¬ 
band are busily packing their 
sun lotion. 

Smile, please 

TONY BLAIR, selling tooth¬ 
paste? The -grinning Labour 
leader would be bet suited 
for a role in Colgate’s pearly- 
white toothpaste campaign if 
be went into television adver¬ 
tising. according to a survey 
by Marketing magazine. 
Meanwhile. John Major 
would be best cast in Allied 
Dunbar's sinister campaign 
with the slogan “There May 
Be Trouble Ahead”, accord¬ 
ing to 19 per cent of voters, 
while Paddy Ashdown could 
star in Commercial Union's 
“We won't make a drama out 
of a crisis". 

WORD has it that we will 
know on Tuesday the name of 
the new chief executive of 
Channel 4. Insiders say that 
a special meeting has been' 
scheduled to announce the 
successor to Michaet Grade. 

Morag Preston 


Dead or alive: 
what’s best for 
Eurotunnel’s 
shareholders? 

Small investors have a bigger say than 
the banks, according to Jason Nisse 



T he French trawlermen 
blockading the Chan¬ 
nel ports gave Euro¬ 
tunnel a fantastic publicity 
coup yesterday morning as it 
announced its foU-year re¬ 
sults. City anaylsts travelling 
to the meeting in Folkestone 
passed queues of tracks watt¬ 
ing to board ferries which 
were resolutely not cross- 
Channel. Robot Malpas. 
who took over as ctHhair- 
man of Eurounnel from the 
much-loath ed Sir Alastair 
Morton earlier this year, 
found it hard to suppress a 
smile: “They could have 
blockaded in a month's 
time:" he joked. 

Even better would be in 
two month’s rime when the 
tunnel will be open for 
freight traffic (assuming it 
can get its safety certificate). 
The need for Eurotunnel to 
win back the level of business 
that it had before last No¬ 
vember’s fire will be critical 
to the refinancing of the 
group’s £8.7 billion of debts. 
But Eurotunnel will be hop¬ 
ing the direct action, which is 
so much a part of the French 
mentality, will not be in 
evidence on July 10 when it 
hopes shareholders will ap¬ 
prove the restructuring deal. 

Unlike most public com¬ 
panies in the UK or France, 
institutional investors do not 
control EurotunneL About80 
per cent of the company’s 
shares are held by small 
investors and more than 85 
per cent of those are French. 
The company needs repre¬ 
sentatives of a quarter of its 
700,000 shareholders to turn 
up far the meeting even to go 
ahead 

Three different action 
groups are lining up against 
the board. They are unhappy 
about the amount of the rake 
that is being handed to the 
banks. Under the deal first 
unveiled last October the 
shareholders would see their 
stake in the group cut to 545 
per cent in an immediate 
debt-equity swap, with fur¬ 
ther dilution to 39.4 per cent 
if bondholders convert into 
equity and down to 245 per 
cent in 2006 if Eurotunnel is 
unable to pay its interest 
bills. But there is another 
complicating factor with the 
exercise of warrants in the 
group which would bring the 
shareholders stake hack up 
to 515 per cent 
The mast radical. 
L’Assodation pour L'Action 
EurotunneL led by Christian 
Cam bier, has been a (horn in 
Eurotunnel’s ride since 1992. 
It has an Internet site where 
shareholders can lodge prox¬ 
ies to vote against the refi¬ 


nancing and offers a booklet 
entitled Eurotunnel, fe Hold 
Up programme. 

The second. Ada pie, is 
canvasring shareholders for 
a “no” vote, having looked at 
yesterday’s figures and 
found no solace. “We are 
resolutely against tire propos¬ 
als which we consider gross¬ 
ly unfair." said Georges 
Berlioz, a lawyer represent¬ 
ing Adapt e. “We do not know 
how many will support us. 
but then M Chirac does not 
know how many will vote for 
his side." 

The thud, led by Sophie 
L'H&lias, of Franklin Global 
Investor Services, a US 
group, speaks for institutions 
holding about 1.6 per cent of 
Eurotunnel shares. Though 
she says she is waiting to 
read the small print, it is 
understood that Ms Htllias 
is unimpressed by the pro¬ 
posals on the table. 

At the last annual share¬ 
holders meeting 36 per cent 
of those who voted opposed 
motions from the Eurotunnel 
board. If that is repeated the 
refinancing will be blocked. 
“If shareholders do not ap¬ 
prove, it will be a mess." 
Malpas said yesterday. 

Though in theory the 
banks have the right to take 
back die licence under which 
Eurotunnel operates if the 
refinancing is not approved. 
it is much more complicated 
in practice. Pulling the ping 
on Eurotunnel will place the 
group in a French form of 
administration, which is 
heavily biased in favour of 
shareholders. 

In the words of one bank¬ 
er “In this situation any 
distribution from the sale of 
the licence to another opera¬ 
tor would bring a first payout 
to exactly the bolshie share¬ 
holders who brought the 
company down.” 


W ithin the banking 
community there is 
the feeling that the 
shareholders deserve noth¬ 
ing. Eurotunnel debt was 
trading on the secondary 
debt markets at 45 per cent of 
face value yesterday — valu¬ 
ing the E8.7 billion of debts at 
a mere £3.9 billion — and 
many debt traders consider 
this too high. “We offered 
some at 43 die other day and 
there were no takers," said 
Gary Klesch. of Kiesch & Co, 
one of the most active in the 
market 

Yet die shares rose Pap 
yesterday to 7Ip, giving the 
company a market value of 
E650 million. Could Eurotun¬ 
nel be worth more to share¬ 
holders dead than alive? 






Sophie L’Hellias is unimpressed by the proposals 
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Fitzwilton set to sign supermarket deal with Safeway 


Bum Eileen McCabe 

IN DUB UN 

FITZWILTON, the holding company 
based in Dublin that owns the Wellworth 
supermarkets in Northern Ireland, looks 
set to sign a joint venture agreement with 
Safeway that could lead to the creation of 
a new ail-ire Land supermarket chain. 


Talks between the two sides, which be¬ 
gan several months ago, were given fresh 
impetus by Tesco’s decision to jump into 
the Irish market with the purchase last 
month of ABF’s food retailing outlets on 
both sides or the border for E630 million. 

Yesterday Tony O’Reilly, the Fitzwilton 
chairman, said a number of options were 
being considered for the Wellworth chain. 


which has an 18 per cent market share in 
Northern Ireland. Significantly, in view 
of concern expressed by small Irish super¬ 
market suppliers after the Tesco deal, he 
said that regardless of which option was 
chosen, "we will give pride of place to our 
Northern Ireland suppliers who hove 
stood by us so firmly over the years". 

It is believed that Mr O'Reilly favours a 


joint venture arrangement under which 
Sa feway would pay £80 million for 50 per 
cent of the Wellworth chain. Part of the 
proceeds of such a deal could be used to 
finance Fitzwilton’s decision to exercise its 
option on a further 3.6 per cent of 
Waterford Wedgwood at a cost of lr£24 
million. The move increases Fitzwilton’s 
stake in the company to more than 16 per 


cent. Mr O’Reilly and his extended family 

own a further 7 per cent of the company. 

Fitzwilton reported fiat pre-tax profits 
of IrElS-1 million for the year to December 
1996. Earnings per share slipped to 
Ir4.0]p from Ir4.25p in the previous year. 
Mr O’Reilly said that ihe results reflected 
the multimillion pound development 
programme at Wellworth to help it to 


meet the challenge of newcomers to the 
Northern Irish supermarket scene. In 
spite of a 6 per cent increase in sales, 
operating profits were down 7 per cent to 
just under Ir£l9 million. 

Fitzwilton declared a final dividend of 
lrl_35p. payable on August 29, which 
brings the total dividend for the year to 
JrZ4p. compared with Ir235p. 


Trading 
scandal 
plunges 
Nomura 
into red 

From a Correspondent 

IN TOKYO 

NOMURA Securities, the 
troubled Japanese broker¬ 
age, plunged into the red 
test year after a $2.94 
billion charge against its 
ailing finance subsidiary. 

Nomura said the parent 
company's net loss was 
Y271.51 billion ($2.15 bil¬ 
lion) in the year to March 
31, against profits of Y23.1 
billion last time. 

But the nation’s biggest 
brokerage said yesterday 
it enjoyed a healthy jump 
in its current profit in the 
year to March, helped by 
income from bond trading 
and underwriting. 

Current profits were 
Y124.19 billion. np 35.7 per 
cent year on year and the 
highest in six years. Cur¬ 
rent profit is pretax and 
includes gains and losses 
made on investments. 

Japan’s securities indus¬ 
try suffered a major set¬ 
back last month when 
Nomura said two of its 
directors were involved in 
suspected illegal deals in 
which substantial sums of 
Nomura money were 
moved to the account of a 
corporate customer linked 
to a sokoiyn. or business 
racket 

The outlook for Nomu¬ 
ra's business remains 
gloomy. It has already 
been hit hard by the scan¬ 
dal. which has led many 
clients to refrain from trad¬ 
ing with it 

In March alone. Nomu¬ 
ra’s current profit dropped 
to about half the usual 
monthly levels due. td the 
scandal which cut'its bro¬ 
kerage commissions and 
its share of the underwrit¬ 
ing market, a company 
executive said yesterday. 

"As one might expect, 
the scandal has had an 
effect (on our profits)," said 
Takamichi Arata, a No¬ 
mura director. He added 
that it was hard to calcu¬ 
late die extent He said the 
brokerage hoped to see a 
parent current profit this 
month and in succeeding 
months by the cutting of 
operating costs. 

Nomura was cutting its 
monthly operating expen¬ 
ditures to between Y20.2 
billion and Y203 billion 
per month in April, down 
Y2 billion from March, 
said Mr Arata. That 
would be 22 per cent 
below the peak of Y26 
billion ($206 million) five 
years ago. 

Nomura's share of trad¬ 
ing volume on the Tokyo 
bourse fell to 9.2 per cent 
in March from 11.4 per 
cent in February, toppling 
it from die top spot it had 
held since February 1992. 

Analysts said the fate of 
Nomura's business this 
financial year hinges on 
how hard the Ministiy of 
Finance comes down on 
the brokerage after regu¬ 
lators complete their 
investigation. 

Reports suggest the au¬ 
thorities could suspend 
some of Nomura’s opera¬ 
tions, including stock 
dealing on its own ac¬ 
count, for about three 
months as a penalty for 
the scandal. Such a penal¬ 
ty would be the heaviest 
ever imposed on a securi¬ 
ties firm in Japan. 



JONATHAN PALMER, chief executive of Ugiand 
International, die shipping group, which lifted pre¬ 
tax profits to £3 million for die year ended December 
31, compared with £1 2 million for the previous nine 


months. The results are the first since the group 
trebled its size by purchasing the Ugiand family's 
stake in HuaJ, a Norwegian vehicle carrier, for L99.9 
million, financed by increased borrowings and a 


share issue. Sales were £63.2 million, up from £28.8 
million, and earnings per share were 5.96p, up from 
4.76p. No final dividend will be paid, making the 
total dividend 3.71p (3-21p fpr nine months). 


Betterware chief better-off by 
£4.6m after special dividend 


ANDREW COHEN, chair¬ 
man of Betterware, is to pay 
himself a special dividend of 
E4.6 million after the door-to- 
door housewares retailer re¬ 
turned its strongest results for 
three years. 

Mr Cbhen, who raised £33 
million from selling his stake 
in the company before its 
shares crashed three years 
ago, will pick up a total of 
£634 million this year 
through his family holding, 
which controls 47 per cent of 


the company. He said: “We 
have all the cash we need to 
expand the business. We have 
been looking at ways of re¬ 
turning value to shareholders, 
and a buyback was ruled our 
because the directors own 52 
per cent of the stock." 

The special dividend of 
9.3lp will be added to the final 
payout of252p, lifting the ratal 
to 12.83p (52p), which is pay¬ 
able on May 29. 

The success of its catalogues 
— which the company claims 


By Fraser Nelson 

now reach one in every two 
adults in the United Kingdom 
— helped to lift pre-tax profits 
ro £113 million (£939 million) 
For the year to March 1. 

Although it spent £2 million 
building up its presence in 
overseas markets, there was 
no profits return. Mr Cohen 
put this down to the costs of 
setting up shop, but said its 
overseas operations should 
account for 10 per cent of 
group profit next time. 

The company has joined 


forces with Avon, a catalogue 
business with worldwide re¬ 
tail sales of $6 billion, to make 
inroads into the markets in 
Australia, Mexico and Brazil. 
It said that the market in 
Argentina was performing 
ahead of expectations, with the 
Brazilian operation due to 
start by the summer. 

Mr Cohen said that the 
overseas developments would 
all be co-ordinated from the 
United Kingdom, with cata¬ 
logues from Brazil bring de- 


BA to have Heathrow’s Terminal 5 to itself 



Egan: "key step" 


BRITISH AIRWAYS will be 
the sole occupant of 
Heathrow’s planned fifth ter¬ 
minal. currently the subject of 
a marathon public inquiry. 

BAA, the airport operator, 
yesterday announced that BA 
would vacate its present 
homestead at Terminal 1, 

should construction of the 
controversial fifth terminal 
eventually go ahead. Terminal 
I would then be occupied by 
SAS, Lufthansa, Air Canada, 
United and Thai airlines. 

BA’s move becomes neces- 


ByOuver August 

sary as it prepares for its own 
alliance with American Air¬ 
lines which has yet to clear 
regulatory hurdles. A decision 
is expected this summer. 

BAA expects the first phase 
of Terminal 5 to open in 3004. 
The agreement with BA is 
conditional on gaining plan¬ 
ning permission, which BAA 
expects in I99S. But protesters 
have said they will tiy ro delay 
building work at Heathrow 
for as long as possible. 

Sir John Egan, BAA chief 
executive, said: "Our agree¬ 


ment that British Airways 
should occupy Terminal 5, 
subject to planning permis¬ 
sion. is a key step in the 
planning of this project which 
is so essential for Britain's 
economic furore." 

Bob Ayling, the BA chief 
executive, said: "It has long 
been our dream to offer our 
Heathrow customers all of our 
services under one roof. The 
terminal will provide the best 
environmental answer to 
meeting the demands for addi¬ 
tional airport capacity." 


signed in London and beamed 
over to other countries for 
printing. 

He added: “Countries with¬ 
out a developed retail infra¬ 
structure have more need for 
catalogues. If the consumer 
cant go to the goods, the goods 
must come to the consumer.” 

Overseas sales rose by 37 
per cent to El-8 million over 
the year, and the number of 
overseas representatives rose 
to5,000 against the 10.000 that 
now operate in the UK. 

Mr Cohen said that the 
company has yet to penetrate 
urban areas in the UK. "Our 
weakness is still inner cities. 
People tend to be out of the 
house more, and this is a 
problem. We have sales people 
going around offices to target 
this, although it has not made 
a great deal of difference to the 
figures just yet.” he added. 

On an underlying basis, 
pre-tax profits rose 31 per 
cent to £10.8 million. Sales 
from UK home-selling rose 
by 11 per cent, as the number 
of long-term distributors 
strengthened. Overall earn¬ 
ings rose to 73p (5.9p) a 
share. Be netware's shares 
gained I0p, to a three-year 
high of I22p. 

Tempos, page 30 


Cowie founder attacks succession hiatus 


By Our City Staff 


SIR TOM COWIE. founder of Cowie. 
yesterday criticised the board of the 
bus operator and vehicle distributor 
for failing to appoint a successor to 
Gordon Hodgson, 65, the current chief 
executive. 

Sir Tom stopped short of backing 
Neil Pykett. widely considered to be a 
candidate for the job until his dismissal 
in January. But he said: “WeVe got a 
65-year-old who is running a company 
with 13,000 employees, and they’ve 
sacked the one guy who could have 
done die job.” 


Mr Pykett, die former managing 
director of Cowie Financial Holdings, 
was dismissed for alleged gross mis¬ 
conduct, two months after handing in 
his notice. He derided to resign after 
concluding that the job of chief 
executive, which he had long coveted, 
was not likely to be vacated by Mr 
Hodgson even though he is near to 
retirement. His dispute with Mr 
Hodgson and Sir James McKinnon, 
chairman, started when they- refused to 
announce Mr Pykett’s resignation, or 
to allow him to sell company shares. 


Mr Pykett was due to force an 
extraordinary meeting earlier this 
month to debate the affair. But at the 
last minute he withdrew his motion 
protesting against his sacking, saying 
that he would pursue a compensation 
claim through the courts instead. 

Sir Tom, who is a major shareholder 
and who retired from the board in 
1993. was speaking before yesterday’s 
annual meeting in London. Mr Hodg¬ 
son, who has said that he plans to stay 
on for another two years, did not 
attend the meeting. 


Sir Tom played down the dispute but 
said; “It would have been better for all 
concerned if the whole thing had not 
bom dragged through the public 
domain." He wants the board to report 
progress on the succession. “They’ve 
been looking for 15 months and there’s 
been a deafening silence so far." 

On current trading Sir James 
McKinnon said the overall perfor¬ 
mance remained strong. All core 
divirions were operating well and were 
continuing to provide a solid founda¬ 
tion for growth. 
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Adare pays £1.35m in 
cash for Platignum 

PLATIGNUM. the manufacturer credited with the invention 
of the cartridge pen. the retractable ballpoint and the felt tip. 
was boughr by Adare Printing Group yesterday for £1.35 
million in cash. The pen manufacturer was sold by 
Mentmore Abbey, which changed its name from Platignum 
last year after it took over Abbey, a self-storage business. 

The deal is the latest twist in the chequered history of 
Platignum — which was originally called Mentmore 
Manufacturing — and was established in 19)9. It floated 
with £6,000 in capital in 1935. Under the chairmanship of 
Arthur Andrews. Platignum became ihe second-largest 
writing instrument manufacturer in the world, but when 
he retired in 1970 the company ran into trouble. By the late 
1980s die company had come dose to collapsing under the 
weight of several ill-fated acquisitions. Last year. 
Platignum reported profit after tax of £200,000 for the 13 
months to April 30, on turnover of £8.25 million. Adare 
Printing said yesterday that it hoped to develop the brand 
name ofPlatignum, in the same way that it had with 
Prontaprint and Ivy, its other print and stationery brands. 

BS out of the red 

BS. the, Bristol property and leisure company, returned to 
profit last year, earning £1.4 million before tax, compared 
with a loss of £253.000 in the previous year. The results were 
significantly affected by the sale in December of Eastgate 
Retail Park and a Bristol Stadium site to Ikea, for £19 million 
in cash. Turnover was £8.1 million, up from £6 million, and 
earnings per share were 18p. against losses of 4p. A final 
dividend of 5p plus a special dividend of 5p will be paid on 
June 27. making a total of lOp (45p). 

Folkes rises to £6m 

FOLKES, the engineering and property company, yester¬ 
day reported a 26 per cent rise in pre-tax profits from £4.75 
million to £6 million, for the year ended December 31, on a 
turnover of £40.4 million, down from £46.1 million. 
Earnings per share were I4.4p, up 31 per cent from 10.98p. 
A final dividend of l_2p (lp) will be paid on July 1. making 
the total dividend of 1.9p (2.4p. which included a special 
dividend of 0.788p). The group said that it expects a steady 
performance for next year, despite the strength of sterling. 

Fortune Oil advances 

FORTUNE OIL. the lubricants and fuel distribution 
company based in Hong Kong, achieved a 31 per cent rise 
in net income to £2.76 million in 1996 on turnover of £392 
million (£93 million). Earnings were 0J5p a share (0-2p). 
The company has a joint venture contract to supply 
aviation fuel at 16 airports in central and southern China. It 
also operates 11 petrol stations. The company said that it 
would continue to develop its core business in China in the 
current year and to develop the Fortune Oil brand. 

Snakeboard profit blow 

SNAKE BOARD, the skateboard company that joined die 
Alternative Investment Market last November, has admitted 
it is "extemely unlikely” to meet the profit forecast it gave to 
the City. About 80 per cent of the boards it was relying on to 
produce the profits had yet to come out of the factory, and are 
nor expected for another five months. The company had 
originally forecast maiden profits of 123 million for 1997, and 
£4.48 million for 1998. Its shares, placed atibp. held at 1 bp. 
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Carr’s moves ahead 

CARR’S MILLING, the Carlisle agriculture, food and 
engineering group, lifted pre-tax profits 113 per cent, from 
£153 million to £1.7 million for the six months ended March J. 
Turnover was E43 million, up slightly from £424 million, 
and earnings per share were down 35 per cent, from J4.1p to 
13.6p. An interim dividend of 3p (25p) will be paid on June 4. 
The company says that its sales of feed and fertiliser continue 
• to be affected by the BSE problem. However, the group’s 
bakery and engineering divisions are performing well. 

Hopkinsons in black 

HOPKJNSONS, the Manchester engineering group that is 
disposing of its gas and valves businesses to focus on 
carborundum abrasives, achieved pre-tax profits of £500,000 
in the year to January 3J (£1.7 million loss). Turnover was 
down, from £114,194 to £98,773, while earnings per share rose 
to 0.41p. against a loss of 4.19p. A final dividend of 05p will be 
paid on July 31, maintaining the total at J.3p. The group 
continues to look for acquisitions for its abrasives businesses, 
and plans to change its name to Carbo later this year. 

Approach for Omnicare 

SHARES of Omnicare rose 21 per cent yesterday as the 
distributor of oitygen cylinders said it had received a bid 
approach. The company, which has capitalised on the 
increase of patients being treated at home through shortage 
of hospital beds, is rumoured to be in talks with a US-listed 
healthcare company. Shares in the company, which joined 
the Alternative Investment Market at 60p about 18 months 
ago. have been steadily climbing since February. They rose 
35p to 1634 p, valuing the company at E193 million. 
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■ MUSEUMS 

Ordinary objects 
in extraordinary 
materials^as 
the Science 
Museum launches 
a new gallery 



■ THEATRE I 

Bailegangaire 
augurs well 
for the Royal . 
Court’s new 
Irish discovery, 
Tom Murphy 



*■% 


■ THEATRE 2 

Rare Tennessee 
Williams proves 

to be full of 

autobiographical 
interest in 
Hammersmith 


■ THEATRE 3 , 

Tom Driberg 
reincarnate? * 
Michael Gambon 
gives a terrific : 
performance as t 
the dissolute MP ’ 


The Science Museum’s new £4 million gallery will show you exactly what materialism means. Nigel Hawkes reports: 


PElbHIHEVNOR 


you will of it 


M aterials maketh 
man. or so the 
prehistorians 
preach. Stone, 
bronze and iron, all gave their 
names to periods of history. 
Today the range of materials 
available to engineers and 
designers Is so enormous that 
most of us would be hard- 
pressed to identify more than a 
handful of them. 

At the Science Museum in 
South Kensington, the impor¬ 
tance of materials is about to 
be recognised in a new gallery. 
Amid the dust and disorder of 
contractors striving to com¬ 
plete the job by the opening 
date of May 14, it is possible to 
see that a big investment — 
£45 million over the next ten 
years — is going to produce 
something good. 

The old gallery was called 
iron and Steel, Glass and 
Plastics. It’s unlikely that any¬ 
one will remember it especial¬ 
ly well, because it did not 
include any of those knockout 
items that stick in the mind. 
The new Challenge of Materi¬ 
als Gallery has set out quite 
deliberately to remedy the 
defect; with a stunning bridge 
made of glass and supported 
by fine steel wires which runs 
across the gallery 30 feet above 
the ground. ' - - 

“Not everyone will want to 
go over it, and that's partly the 
point" says Heather May- 
field. project leader for the new 
gallery. “Pfebple look back on 
their visits to the museum and 
remember the really amazing 
things. We think this is going 
tobeoneoffeem.” 

Designed by .bridge archi¬ 
tect Orris WiQdxison- and 
structural engineer Bryn Bird. . 
the bridge is die lightest 


possible structure to span the 
distance. It floats across the 
void, hanging from steel 
strands as fine as piano wire. 
At some risk of gilding the lily, 
these strands, fee glass deck 
and fee handrail are linked to 
a computer which will turn the 
various stresses experienced 
by the bridge into sounds. The 



•' TheTtmea has many uses, 
as Ghohee Lee’s shoe shows 

bridge will act, says the muse¬ 
um, like a huge musical 
instrument the precise sounds 
depending on who is crossing 
it at the time.. . .. , 

The- rest of the gallery is 
built around four themes: 
what materials are, how they 
are selected, how they are 
made, and how they are 
recyded.No modem gallery 
would be complete without 
plenty of “hands on” exhibits, 
and here they will include a 
demonstration at fee atomic 
scale, of how salt melts and 
vaporises-when heated, and a 
display that turns-from solid 


into liquid and then gas, 
depending bn how hard you 
turn the handle. 

Those who prefer glass 
cases fid] of interesting objects 
mil not be neglected. The 
gallery includes three huge 
“walk-through" cases, each 
wife about 300 objects from 
the museum's collection. 
“These could be examples of 
fee first time a material was 
used, unique objects, or things 
associated wife somebody sig¬ 
nificant.” explains Mayfield. 

Wackier items to be found 
elsewhere include cardboard 
chairs, a Bakelite coffin, a 
wedding dress woven from 
steel wire, a stainless steel 
bomber jacket and a morning 
gown created by Vivienne 
Westwood from Axminster 
carpet Students at Cordwain- 
er*s College in Hackney have 
produced some exotic shoes, 
made from unexpected materi¬ 
als. Not too many hints hereof 
fee pedagogic style of the old 
gallery, but fee idea is to 
overturn preconceptions fay 
showing familiar objects made 
from something strange. 



Cord Warner’s College students have produced wacky footwear for the Science Museum’s new Gallery, this Astroturf shoe is by Lucia Simon 


C hallenge of Materi¬ 
als is innovative in 
another way. too. 
“We were deter¬ 
mined feat fee gallery 
wouldn't look great on open¬ 
ing day, but then gradually get 
out of date.” Mayfield says. 
"So the sponsors have provid¬ 
ed fee money over ten years. 
Thai means fee core displays 
will change every 18 monflu. 
and we have three smaller 
cases that will be changed 
every six months." 

Karen Davies, education ad¬ 
viser for the gallery, says that 
fee aim has been to produce 


something that can appeal 
both to the very young- and to 
people wife a professional 
interest in materials science. 
At several places around the 
gallery keyboards will allow 
access to a database wife 
additional information. 

Hanging from the ceiling is 
a steel-framed house, a strong 
hint that the principal sponsor 
of the gallery is fee British 
steel industry. Money has also 
come from Id, the Alumin¬ 
ium Federation and Court- 
aukis. That materials have an 
artistic as well as an engineer¬ 
ing function is shown by a 
suspended steel Spre sculp¬ 


ture by the Japanese artist, 
Kjnko Kumai. 

On paper, at least the 
design of the gallery strikes a 
nice balance between the need 
to attract an audience and the 
more traditional museum 
functions of scholarship and 
display. Teachers. who now 
have to include a lot of 
materials science as part of fee 
national curriculum, are al¬ 
ready showing considerable 
interest The science of materi¬ 
als has been transformed in 
the past 30 years, and it looks 
as if the Science Museum will 
at IffSthavea gallery that does 
itjujdce. 


Hot stuff on the road 
from Blackpool pier 

SECOND OPINION: The play Tom and Clem 
brings back memories for Bernard Levin 


THEATRE: Tom Murphy’s powerful Irish writing; Tennessee Williams’s play within a play 


Life, the universe 


THIS is the first of several 
plays byTora Murphy that fee 
Royal Courtis bringing to the 
West End this year. And what 
does ir bode for a season 
presumably designed to step 
Londoners scratching their 
heads and- muttering “Tom 
who?", and start filing him 
alongside Brian Friel m the 
section of their-brain boxes 
devoted to contemporary Irish 
dramatists? At fee end of the 
first act, l wasn’t sure. Long 
before fee end of the second. I 
knew the omens were 
excellent 

Act 1 bears a strong resem¬ 
blance to The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane , which' the Court 
staged lastyear, yet lacks that 
play’s focus, sharpness and 
humour. 

This time if is a grand¬ 
daughter, not a daughter,who 
is forced to took after a 
difficult, demanding old 
crone, but her nerves are just 
as frazzled and her days as 
lonely as those of the protago¬ 
nist of Martin McDonagh’s 
blade comedy. In this rural 
outback two sets of passing 
headlights within an hour 
count as “a lot of activity”■ For 
poor, put-upon Mary the only 
release from Momma's end¬ 
less jabbering is the odd visit 
by her married sister Dolly, 
wife whom, her relationship is 
decidedly edgy. 

Rosaleen Linehan’s 


Bailegangaire 

Ambassadors 


Momma, slumped balefully in 
her bed, recognises Ruth 
McCabe's Dolly occasionally 
but Brid Brennan’s Mary not 
at ail. Moreover, she spends 
her waking hours obsessively 
repeating an old. incomplete 
story that comes dose to 
matching the outpourings of 
Beckett's crazed derelicts for 
incoherence. They concern fee 
day her late husband stopped 
in a Bailegangaire pub after a 
bad day at fee market. There 
he challenged a large, boister¬ 
ous man — “the size and 



Players in pain 


Rosaleen lineban (Mommo) 
and Brid Brennan (Mary) 

came known as “the place of 
/no laughter" after a contest in 
which fee source of hilarity 


breadth of him, you’d have to / becomes death, grief and un¬ 
step into fee verge to give him ending pain. 


sufficient right of way” — to a 
laughing contest But for all 
Murphy’s rich writing, do we 
care? 

Yes, increasingly we do. As 
Act II approaches, Murphy's 
careful preparation brings its 
rewards. Everywhere the emo¬ 
tional stakes increase, higher 
and higher. The sisters talk of 
killin g their grandmother. 
McCabe goes near-nuclear 
wife rage at the absentee 
husband who brutalises her 
on his trips home. And Bren¬ 
nan at last gets Mommo to 
finish what turns out to be a 
fascinating, terrible stoty. It 
tells how Bailegangaire be- 


By fee end James Macdon¬ 
ald’S superb cast have done 
more than prove that Murphy 
can write powerfully about 
personal disasters. They have 
lifted a family drama into a 
statoof-Ireland play, and that 
into something akin to a state- 
of-fee-universe play. Even 
Friel might have slued from 
fee line about God despairing 
of Man, yet deciding to let him 
five “to see what transpires” 
With Murphy, fee sentiment 
strikes both the mind and 
fee heart. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


TENNESSEE Williams made 
one of flte two characters in 
this play, which he first titled 
The Two Character Play, cry 
out: “We cant turn back to 
children in public viewT Bur 
he himsdf longed to be able to 
exorcise demons and recap¬ 
ture bliss fry so doing, and fee 
works in which he tried to 
bring surrogates of his sister 
and his young self to life on fee 
stage became of special impor¬ 
tance to him. 

When he wrote fee various 
versions of this play fee won¬ 
der is that he could write at all, 
having b ecome so dependent 
an ferocious cocktails of drugs 
and alcohol. Remarkably, a 
narrative line is discernible. 
Felice, an actor/playwright 
and his actress sister Clare 
arrive in some theatre at the 
back of beyond to give a 
performance of Ouf Ciy. 

The play within the play, 
and fee outer play too. wfli 
lead up to a re-enactment of 
the Inexplicable Accident feat 
orphaned them, when Daddy 
(how could he!) shot Mother in 
the bathroom and then him¬ 
self while staring out of a 
window. 

When this scene eventually 
arrives fee tension is hair- 
raising. Jason Merrells stands 
at a window, trembling in 
anticipation, while a terrified 
Sara Stewart levels a gun at 
his bare back. Then fee posit¬ 
ions are reversed. Bodies 
sweat, hands shake, faces 
strain. Thrilling stuff. 

Oh, but a wandering pfl- 


.. OutCry 
Lyric, Hammersmith 


grim age rakes us there. We 
first see Clare as a raucous 
drug-dependent actress, ag¬ 
gressively resisting her appar¬ 
ently Svengali-like brother. 
They explore the cluttered 
stage, alter the positions of 
doors and massed sunflowers. 
Stewart ventures winsome lit¬ 
tle smiles when our presence 
is discovered, and both give 
elaborately detailed perfor¬ 
mances, vigorous, uninhibited 
— really, there’s much interest 
to be found in that — and 
Timofey Walker'S direction, 
for Cheek by Jowl, allows us to 
see the pain and panic in these 
two disorientated creatures. 

Williams provides fee occa¬ 
sional tangy phrase, and some 
neat ideas tike the C sharp 
Clare thumps out on fee piano 
whenever she wants ro cut a 
scene, but despite such felici¬ 
ties (and fee man’s name, 
ironically, means happy) fee 
way Williams chooses to un¬ 
ravel his incestuous lovers 
fails, by being overemphatic 
and yet crucially wispy. 

Nick Ormerod’s set indudes 
a 12ft bearded giant, a watch¬ 
ful Victorian patriarch fiercely 
lit by Zerlina Hughes, who 
stares down at fee actors at his 
feet, like Daddy, like Wil¬ 
liams’s father, unmoved by 
their sufferings. 

Jeremy Kingston 


T om and Clem — Ste¬ 
phen Church etfs first 
full-size play — turns 
an a somewhat strange story. 
We have to throw back as Ear 
as 1945, when'the war was 
only just oven and when 1 
looted round fee audience at 
the Aldwych, I found a con¬ 
siderable number of people 
who plainly had no idea who 
Clement Attlee was. And 
while at least there were no 
people who did not know 
who Winston Churchill was, 
there were many who had no 
idea of the famous speech: 

“My friends, l must tell you 
feat a Socialist policy is 
abhorrent to British ideas of 
freedom... Socialism in its 
essence is an attack, not wily 
upon British enterprise, but 
upon tire right of an ordinary 
man or woman to breathe 
freely without having a 
harsh, clumsy, tyrannical 
hand dapped across their 
mouth and nostrils... a So- 
dalist government would 
have to fall bade on some 
kind of Gestapo.. 

Hot stuff, eh? Blair versus 
Major is nothing to those 
words and daims. 

But now I must turn to 


another and more exdting have never-seen a player in so 
tale, and my age comes into —exacr-a 'part when Alec 
fee story. Hands up. those McCowen toed: fee stage as 


who knew who Tom Driberg 
was? Well. 1 was one; and 
before I say anything at all. 1 
must point out that Tom 
Driberg’s greatest pleasure 
was — I am sorry, but I have 
to use the word — buggeiy. 
Yes, I .knew Driberg, but I did 
not follow his pleasure 
(which anyway was at that 
time a serious criminal ac¬ 
tion). He did indeed try it on 
— once we both went for a 
stroll on the sand at Black¬ 
pool — but I made it plain 
feat l was not in that league, 
and he didn't get cross, 
indeed his friendship grew. 

But he took incredible dan¬ 
gers; once he told me that he 
had been practising his plea¬ 
sure in a public lavatory 
when two policemen ap¬ 
peared and took him up. He 
kept his cool, and very gradu¬ 
ally he made the two police¬ 
men believe that he would 
pull down fee entire Chur¬ 
chill world if he was arrested; 
the two coppers believed him 
and they left. 

But where was Clement 
Attlee? Well, I must say that I 


Ad«”T truly gasped, and for 
a moment thought that Attlee; 
had come down from heaven:, 
— fee bald head, the pipe, the :; 
very way of his talking. And 
then Michael Gambon took 1. 
his part, as Driberg. We 
always expect brilliant work ■ 
from Gambon, and we air¬ 
ways get it. And we did,'; 
because Driberg was not ; 
only the man who seduced • • 
any -other person who came l', 
near him, but there was ; 
another side to him. After all, •; 
he was a journalist, and a *■ 
very fine one. He covered the. 
Spanish Civil War, and in,:, 
Britain he raged at the dread- \ 
ful lives of the miners. 

The play has not immed- ■, 
iately been packed, and there ; 
has been a good deal of-' 
sniffing ;) don't know wheth- '1 
er ft will live. It should. ! 
Perhaps I liked it because of ^ 
my memories of Driberg. " 
After all, he did get into fee; ■ 
House of Lords — and oh,' * 
howl would have loved to see*? 
him draped with fee ermine 
and trying, impossibly, to,; 
keep a straight face. 



ATTACK OF THE GREY LANTERN 
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■ F0P1 

Ancient Egypt 
feels the fuD 
force of the 
Wallinger effect 
on World Party's 
new album... 



■ POP2 


„.. while Paddy 
McAloon, muse 
to the stars, 
discovers God 
on Prefab Sprouf s 
latest disc 



■ POP3 


From Hungaiy 
to The English 
Patient. Marta 
Sebestyen has 
voice, will 
travel... 



■ POP 4 

...and another 
great pair of 
vocal cords, 
Peggy Lee, comes 
up trumps in a 
blues collection 


Look on my work, 
ye mighty, and 
don’t despair 

Soon, Karl Wallinger will unleash-his latest upbeat manifesto 
on behalf of his World Party. Paul Sexton acts as spin doctor 


I f a pessimist is just a well- 
informed optimist, then per¬ 
haps Karl Wallinger is better 
off wearing his rose-tinted 
specs. Ever since he set out his own 
ragged-trousered manifesto on 
World Party's debut album. Private 
Revolution, in 1986. Wallinger’s 
standpoint has been unashamedly 
upbeat Of course, in that quixotic 
era of Live Aid and the like, he 
wasn't the only one. "If you warn a 
revolution, baby, there is nothing 
like your own." he sang, delivering 
die message in the year's most 
attractive wrapping — brightly pat¬ 
terned psychedelic pop with a big 
red bow made of Beatles, Beach 
Boys and Prince trimmings. 

The idealism of that generation 
may have long since disappeared in 
a nasty bout of optimism fatigue, 
but a musical lifetime later 
Wallinger is preparing for the 
release of his fourth World Party 
album. Egyptology, with the same 
glass-is-half-full approach. And this 
is no blind faith: fully aware of the 
absurdities of modem life, he re¬ 
tains the missionary zeal of a one- 
man-band trying to make music 
that inspires. 

"There’s no reason not to feel that 
way." he says at Sea view Studios, 
the boffin's den in North London 
where he has spent year upon years 
plotting, pottering and meddling 
with each World Flirty release. And 
the more ridiculous life gets, die 
better service he's providing. 

“You have some terrible visions of 
how it could go." he says. “It looks 
like the world's going to be a 
division of Sony, and bank derks 
are going to be cloned, and Marks & 
Spencer is eventually going to be 
responsible for the whole world’s 
food. Cows will go into one end of a 
huge shed in Siberia and come out 
as chicken tikka. 

"But apart from that, you start 
getting into the groove of life and 
thinking it’s always going to be 
bonkers, and it’s always going to 
have a chance and it’s never going to 
be perfect. I enjoy the story of Man. 
It’s one of my favourite soaps.” 


Since the last World Party album. 
I993's Bang!, was beaten to No I 
only by R.E.M.’s Automaticfor the 
People. Wallinger has fiddled at 
Sea view while grunge and Britpop 
have burnt. He also fitted in a gig as 
musical director for the soundtrack 
of the romantic comedy movie 
Reality Bites, starring Winona 
Ryder. 

But his main musical squeeze has 
been Egyptology, from which the 
upcoming single Beautiful Dream 
is now receiving extensive airplay 
on a radio near you. Along with 


C I enjoy 
the story of 
Man. It’s 
one of my 
favourite 
soaps 9 


such grabbers as It is Time and Call 
Me Up and the romantic She^ the 
One. the album contains a more 
shadowy piece called Curse of the 
Mummy's Tomb. But have no fear, 
we are not dealing here with the 
dread phrase “concept album". 

“No. it was more a man in search 
of a name for his album." says 
Wallinger. “I hit on it, and now it’s 
like [assumes nerdy voice] T joined 
the AA. and now l notice the stickers 
on the back of everyone’s cars’. You 
notice how much of this civilisation 
that no longer exists is present all 
the time. If the Egyptians wanted to 
achieve immortality- they did it 
One of the greatest press jobs ever. 
‘Press campaign of all existence, the 
award goes to ... the god Osiris’." 

Wallinger continues his B-side 
homage to the Beatles on the 
Beautiful Dream CD single, which 
will include painstaking versions of 
Penny Lane and John Lennon’s #9 
Dream. “You just fancy it," he says. 


“like, 'What shall 1 do now? 1 know. 
PH spend three months doing Penny 
Lane'. I've wanted to do a version of 
that since I was a kid." 

Such are the perks of the musician 
with his own studio. But such 
freedom can be dangerous as well as 
luxurious. “It's a double-edged 
sword." he says. “You’ve got real 
freedom, so youVe also got the 
freedom to make errors. 

“It's good to have a bit of pressure, 
and certainly everybody I’ve been 
inspired by has worked under 
pressure. My starting place for 
recording, mentally, is the Beatles’ 
Revolution 9, and it gets more 
organised from there." 

A s a tally of four albums in 
!i years suggests. 
WalJinger’s record label. 
Chrysalis, cuts him plenty 
of creative slack. Now. though, “it’s 
table-thumping time", he says. "The 
season's started. When 1 began this 
record. I thought I’d turn it around 
in a short space of time, and I ended 
up taking the longest I’ve ever taken. 
Cine thing led to another. I was 
going to try to have something that 
seemed like a joined-up career, but it 
turned into perforations again." 

For aU his innate positiveness, 
Wallinger has moments of self¬ 
doubt, especially, he says, when he 
turns on MTV and catches the latest 
piece of lame-brained rap posturing. 
“I worry sometimes that music’s 
becoming something that's made by 
people who cant be bothered and 
listened to by people who cant be 
bothered. I was worrying the other 
day about becoming old and decrep¬ 
it then 1 thought ‘Dont worry about 
it songs have been around for 
centuries’, and I felt a lot better. 

“Sometimes you get led into this 
belief that songs have only been 
around since the 1960s. and they’re 
now going out of date. But then you 
remember people used to sit around 
Egyptian campfires and sing songs 
to the stars." 

• Beautiful Dream is released by 
Chrysalis on May 27. Egyptology follows 
on June 16 



Mix and 
match 

TVS not often you find Peggy 
Lee rubbing shoulders with 
accordion player Boozoo 
Chavis, or Nat “King" Cole 
sharing the spotlight with 
harmonica star Shakey Jake. 
But all four feature in the 
latest batch of CDs in the 
Capitol Blues Collection. Lee, 
in a rocking mood with Yeah 
Yeah Yeah, slots in nicely to a 
double CD called Jumpin’ 
Like Mad: Cool Cats and Hip 
Chicks (Capitol 852051 2). a 
lovingly compiled look at the 



jump blues of the late 1950s 
and early 1960s. Other high¬ 
lights include Nellie Lutchert 
Fine Brown Frame and Hypin' 
Woman Blues by T-Bone 
Walker. The less raucous side 
of the same era is reflected in 
the three-CD set The Cocktail 
Combos (852042 2). which 
includes Charles Brown. 
Floyd Dixon and a young Cole 
gendy crooning his way along 
Route 66. 

Going from that to the 
tracks on Louisiana Swamp 
Blues (852046 2) could be 
harmful to those of-a nervous 
disposition. It’S not known 
which, if any. of the partici¬ 
pants on Paper In My Shoe by 
the Boozoo Chavis Band were 
sober when this gloriously 
incoherent zydeco classic was 
cut back in die 1950s. 

Kansas City Blues (852047 
2 ) leans heavily on the work of 
singer Julia Lee. pianist Jay 
McShann and the underrated 
blues shouter Walter Brown. 
Meanwhile a double CD, Chi¬ 
cago Blues Masters Vol 3 
(836288 2), has 1960s and 1970s 
recordings by three harp mae- 
stros, George “Harmonica" 
Smith. James Cotton and 
Shakey Jake. 

Another company busy 
mining the vaults is Sequel 
which, not content with issu¬ 
ing treasures from the Atlantic 
label such as The Clovers 
(Sequel RSACD 857), The 
Coasters (RSACD 869) and 
Lawm Baker (RSACD 910) 
has now started raiding the 
King label. First up are key¬ 
boards star Sonny Thomp¬ 
son's Jam Sonny Jam 
(NEMCD 900). and a set of 
vocal group tracks under the 
attractive title Great Googa 
Mooga (NEMCD 907). 

John Clarke 


Paddy McAloon once trained to be a priest. Now he’s a Prefab Sprout, but he still has his faith 

In God’s Prefab are many mansions 


Hungarian, so she’s 
used to rhapsodies 


I n a Merchant Ivory film, 
Paddy McAloon would be 
the gentle, cardigan-wear¬ 
ing priest who urges two shy 
lovers to make that twilight 
tryst. In the swishy musicals of 
the 1930s. he would be the 
book-loving millionaire who 
funds the aff-Broadway show 
and comes up with the hit 
song at the last minute, when 
the original composer acciden¬ 


tally breaks his brain in a 
golfing incident He wouldn't 
get the girl, though — the 
supporting cast never man¬ 
ages to get the girl. 

And as it is in the films, so it 
is in the music world — 
McAloon will never get the 
girl, or a No I album. Only the 
players in lead roles ger those, 
and to be a lead you have to be 
a little bit mad: a little bir 


unresolved, a little bit TV-out- 
of-the-window-because-1- 
can t-find-the-wo rds. 

McAloon has never had a 
problem with words, and coin¬ 
cidentally has never had a 
problem with irate porters 
discovering shattered Sony 
flatscreens in the carpark. 
Having trained between the 
ages of 11 and IS to be a priest, 
written lines like “Hi. this is 


God here/Talking to me used 
to be a simple affair/Moses 
only had to see a burning bush 
and he’d pull up a chair", and 
built his studio. Andromeda 
Heights, as an annexe to the 
house in which he was 
brought up, McAloon is rock's 
exemplary Gentlemanly 
Scholar of Love. And Scholars 
of Love don't tour. 

"Ugh. no," he says, alter¬ 
nately sprawling and pulling 
himself upright, as if being 
relaxed would be a little impo¬ 
lite. “I'd go mad, ha ha, if I had 
to do all that ‘be in the lobby at 
9am’ stuff. You do the touring 
when you're young and you 
want to drink and you're 
desperate to prove 
yourself. We did it 
to ger an album deal 
and we’ve got one 
now. So 1 dont real¬ 
ly find it necessary 
to go out and do 
something that 1 
know would make 
me miserable." 

McAloon's career 
with his band Pre¬ 
fab Sprout has been 
a singular one. Be¬ 
ginning in 19S4 with 
the album Swoon, with its jazz 
inflections, complicated synco¬ 
pation, hurtling ambition and 
bizarre time shifts, he followed 
with a couple of underground 
classic LPs before Jimmy NaiJ 
roped him in to write for his 
Crocodile Shoes album. Then 
Cher came knocking at the 
McAloon front door, cutting 
his nine-minute epic 77ie Gun¬ 
man down to four and yodel¬ 
ling all the way through it. 

While Cher and Nail were 
out ringing his songs, 
McAloon started stockpiling 
ideas, fn the seven years 
following the 1990 God/ 
Sondheim/Elvis concept al¬ 
bum Jordan: The Comeback 
he wrote five others, gave 
them all names — The Atomic 


the right arrangers and impre¬ 
sarios to fund their dramatic 
scope. 

Then the bills started 
mounting up. and McAloon 
decided to release A ndromeda 
Heights, a pop album about 
life, death, love and, occasion¬ 
ally. God. “It'S not something 
that white artists tackle very 
often, spirituality and Him." 
McAloon lifts his eyes towards 
the ceiling. “I'm very aware 
that people think you’re a 
religious nutter if you mention 
Him. Mosr of my God songs 
are on The Atomic Hymn 
Book, but 1 think he’s crept 
into a few of the things on 
Andromeda Heights ." 

It’s difficult to 
describe quite how 
otherworldly An¬ 
dromeda Heights 
is. Tucked away in a 
village outside 
Newcastle, smok¬ 
ing cigars and rais¬ 
ing his child. 
McAloon has 
veered off on a bliss¬ 
ful rightnangle to 
the current music 
scene. Everything 
sounds like a sunset 
as seen from an aircraft: all 
dreamlike Arcadia, volup¬ 
tuous rowers of cloud and 
stars sprinkled like salt on the 
velvet of the sky. The verses of 
Life’s a Miracle, for example, 
put a bittersweet lump in the 
throat, which the chorus ef¬ 
fortlessly converts into heav¬ 
ing sobs. 

“Well, irs about how we’re 
all going to die, so we 
shouldn’t waste a second," 
McAloon says. “I’m the king of 
futile idealism, and it horrifies 
me that people waste their 
fives mulling over the past, or 
worrying about the future. 
You just have to charge into 
life and get on with it. But 
make sure you don't knock 
anyone over while you're do¬ 
ing it." 


M arta Sebestyen is 
one of the biggest 
celebrities in Hun¬ 
gary. a winner of the Liszt 
prize and a television person¬ 
ality, with a voice quite unlike 
anything you have heard be¬ 
fore. Suddenly she is every¬ 
where. in demand with film 
directors and concert audi¬ 
ences. In addition to being the 
voice heard over the opening 
credits of The English Patient. 
she is also to be heard in Hal 
Hartley's new film. Flirt, and 
on Sunday she plays to a sold- 
out audience at the Barbican. 

So how did a singer of 
Hungarian folk song become 
Hollywood’s favourite voice¬ 
over? “We were playing in 
California last year when this 
man came backstage and said 
he had been trying to catch up 
with me to ask if he could use 
my voice in his film," she says. 
“It was Anthony Minghella, 
the director of The English 
Patient. Someone had given 
him one of my records and he 
said ’this is the music I need 
for my movie’." 

Sebestyen had recorded the 
song he wanted. Szerelem 
Szerelem, while she was going 
through a difficult divorce. “A 
singer's life, married to a 
musician — it could not work. 
I thought it miraculous that 
Anthony recognised my sor¬ 
row and pain through a 
recording. Although I ring it 
in Hungarian the message of 
the song can reach any heart." 

Indeed, the power, beauty 
and emotional depth of Sebes- 
tyen’s voice allow her, as one 
reviewer put it, to “make folk 
music for people who didn’t 
even know they liked such 
things". There is also a strong 
Arabic influence in her songs 
that makes Kristin Scott 
Thomas’s cultural confusion 
in the film perfectly credible. 
“You can hear that oriental 
ornamentation all over the 
Balkans, and Hungary is the 
last outpost of that The Otto¬ 
man empire reached us and 
left its mark." 


Who sang so 
beautifully in 
The English 
Patient ? She 


plays London 
on Sunday 


The music of Transylvania 
(formerly a Hungarian prov¬ 
ince but now part of Romania) 
will always remain her first 
love. “It was very isolated, 
very poor and that helped 
them keep their traditions." 
On her most recent album. 
Kismet, she also tackled Bul¬ 
garian, Bosnian and even 
Irish songs. "Wherever I go 1 
can commumcate. Words can 
be misunderstood, but never 
music." She tells a story about 
haggling for a carpet in Tuni¬ 
sia. where part of the price 
involved her singing. "It is 
easy to pay for something with 
dirty dollars, but it is a 
cultural exchange if you pay 
with a song." 

Her musical upbringing 
started literally in the womb. 



Mdrta Sebestyen: “Wherever 
I go I can communicate" 


Her mother was an ethnomu- 
sicologist and studied under 
Zoltan Kodaly. the great Hun¬ 
garian composer. "When she 
got pregnant Kodaly told her 
that musical education should 
begin before birth. So 1 was 
listening to the great master 
when I was inside my moth¬ 
er's body, absorbing music." 

Sebestyen studied at music 
schools in Budapest and. by 
the rime she was in her teens, 
was part of the “dance house 
movement", a student-based 
protest at the communists' 
stultification of culture. “It was 
a folk music revival, young 
people doing the old folk 
dances, not in that costumed, 
choreographed way the re¬ 
gime liked, but with freedom. 
The authorities couldn't con¬ 
trol it so they decided it was 
dangerous." 

B y 1980 she was singing 
with Hungary's leading 
folk group Muzsikas, 
with whom she still performs. 
As Hungary brake free of 
communism, opportunities to 
tour abroad opened up and 
Sebestyen has played to full 
houses all over Europe and 
America. Japan and Australia. 
There have been eight albums, 
and she has appeared on 
recordings with Peter Gabriel 
and Towering Inferno as well 
as on the hit ambient album, 
Deep Forest. 

She defends her forays into 
the pop world. "If you listen I 
am still singing the same." she 
says. “I feel sorry for people 
who aren’t crazy about tradi¬ 
tional music, but I can pass the 
culture to them through some¬ 
thing else. 1 will work with 
anyone who can use me for a 
good purpose." 

Nigel 

Williamson 

• Mdrta Sebestyen is at the 
Barbican. Silk Street. London 
BC2 (0171-638 8891} on Sunday. 
Tne Best of Mana Sdbestyfin — 
The Voice Of The English Patient 
« released by Hannibal Records 



Hymn Book , Let’s Change the 
World with Music, The Hist¬ 
ory of the World, Zorro the 
Fax and Total Snow —and left 
them in a drawer, waiting for 


• The single . Prisoner of the Past, 
is released by Columbia on Mon¬ 
day. Andromeda Heights fallows 

on May 5 
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M POP 5 

“Half of my 
songs are me 
doing therapy 
with myself,” 
admits Paul 
McCartney 



M POP 6 

Former EastEnders 
star Michelle 
Gayle calls her 
new album 
Sensational, but 
will anyone else? 
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■ POP7 

The best of 
Jimi Hendrix, 
and some dross 
as well, is 
repackaged as 
a double-album 



Paul McCartney tells Des Burkinshaw why promoting his new solo album is the last thing on his mind 

Fab? If you say so, pop-pickers 


I t has been an exciting couple of 
years for Paul McCartney. 
First, one of his oW groups sold 
40 million copies of the three 
double albums in their Anthologies 
series, making them the biggest 
sellers of the year in America. 
Bigger, in fact, than Alanis 
Morissette, Oasis and R.E.M. com¬ 
bined. But then, the Beatles have 
always been something of a special 
case. Then there was the knight¬ 
hood, and now there is his latest solo 
album. Flaming Pie. 

Not that he is exactly crowing 
about it In fact, his record company 
is a bit worried about the lack of 
promotional effort McCartney is 
putting into telling the world that 
he. the world's most successful 
writer of pap songs ever, has 
another bit of product on the way. 
He has agreed to just a handful of 
television, radio and press inter¬ 
views. There will be no tour to bade 


6 1 really 
won? be 
frantic if it 
isn’t a 
success D 


it up. And. frankly. Fab Maoca 
doesn’t give a damn. 

“I stalled to ask myself what’s it 
ail been worth — the Beatles, the 
money and fame— if at some pointl 
cant go ’Now can I have a good 
time? 1 ” McCartney says. “irs do or. 
die. It would be great if Flaming Pie 
is a success, but I really won't be. 
frantic if it isn’t If I keep on going 
like some manic preacher for the 
rest of my life, it just seems so 
pointless.” 

It has been four years since his 
last pop album. Off the Ground, 
and those diehard McCartney fans 
who share his view that he -got a 
.bum rap” in comparison with the... 
deification of John Lennon will be 
hoping that framing Pie will be the ~ 
great McCartney album for which 
they have been waiting ever since 
the Beaties broke up. 

The good news is that Flaming 
Pin, written and recorded during the 
two-year Anthology project, is his 
strongest solo work for years. Odd¬ 
ly, the weakest track. Young Boy, 
has been chosen as the lead-off 
ie in tins country. Thai error 
McCartney has made an 
album an a par with solo career 
high spots such as Band on the 
Run, Tug of War and McCartney, 
with a little help from friends old — 
Rings Starr, George Martin — and 
newer — Steve Miller, Jeff Lynne. 

That the quality of the songwrit¬ 



Paul McCartney strikes bis best Eddie Cochran pose for die photographer. That's nice, dear,” says the snapper, Linda McCartney 


ing has shifted up a gear or two 
should not perhaps be surprising, 
considering the turmoil of his life 
these past four years. Besides the 
return of the Beatles and the 
knighthood fit would have been 
rude to turn it down"), there have 
been record-breaking world tours, 
the premiere of the Liverpool Ora¬ 
torio , his first major classical work, 
and the writing of his second. 
Standing Stone (due to be per¬ 
formed for the firsr time at the 
Albert Hall in October). Most 
traumatic of all. he has supported 


his wife Linda through her fight 
against breast cancer. 

All this has left McCartney more 
introspective than before. The musi¬ 
cal result is an album streaked with 
melancholy. He tentatively agrees 
with the assessment “Yes, Linda’s 
not been well the past year or so, 
although she’s doing very well 
now.” he says. “It’s very difficult 
when you get that kind of situation 
in your life. I'm sensitive enough not 
to repress it all the time, and that 
helps you to deal with il" 

Dropping his guard a little fur¬ 


ther, McCartney confesses that his 
music has stopped him “going 
round the bend”. “Music has always 
been a consolation for me,” he says. 
“When you get the teenage blues, 
the great remedy is to write a song. I 
wrote Ebony and Ivory after a Jittie 
marital tiff "with Linda. It was like 
‘why can’t we get it together — our 
piano can’." 

So a fly on the wail at home might 
catch him huddled over the grand 
piano having a good cry? “Yes. its 
an underrated aspect of songwrit¬ 
ing. If you asked a lot of songwriters 


youid find that what happens is that 
they have a bad day so they skulk off 
to hide from everyone. Instead of 
lying on a psychiatrist's couch they 
talk to themselves in a song. 

“I do that all the time. Half of my 
songs are very much me doing 
therapy with myself, and half of 
them I’m just writing about Des¬ 
mond and Molly Jones.” 

The new album contains Little 
Willow, one of McCartney's most 
beautiful ballads since Waterfalls, 
written for the children of a dose 
friend who died. “The morning 1 


heard the news i couldn't think of 
anything else, so I wrote this in the 
hope that I could somehow convey 
how much I thought of her. It’S 
certainly heartfelt." 

Thirty-five years after Love Me 
Do, the long shadow of the Beatles 
still dominates Flaming Pie. Even 
the title refers to a story Lennon once 
wruie about a man on a flaming pie 
who came to him in a dream and 
said: “From this day on. you are 
Beatles with an A.” 

“Working on the Anthology re¬ 
minded me of the Beatles' stan¬ 
dards," McCartney says, “if you run 
down the trades on a Beatles album, 
they’re all good little swigs. So 1 
thought Pd make an album where 
there wouldn’t be a stiff on foe track 
list — as far as 1 was concerned, 
anyway.” 

McCarmey wrong-foots his critics 
by partially suggesting they were 
right to knock some of his early solo 


CI hated a 
lot of songs 
from my 
early solo 
period 9 


work. “It was all post-Beatles stuff, 
and the Beatles were possibly the 
hardest act of all to follow. So Linda 
and I fell in with everyone rise’s 
opinion of it—which was that it was 
not as good as the Beatles, therefore 
it was no good ai all. 1 hated a lor of 
songs from that period.” 

But his son James, who plays 
guitar on the new album, recently 
jogged his memory by digging out 
some Wings albums, to hear what 
the old man had been up to in the 
1970s. “I’d forgotten a lot of it and it’s 
really not as bad as J thought it 
was ” McCartney says. “But l feel 
quite good because although it was 
put down, it doesn’t go away. For 
anyone who does care to look at it, 
there’s a hell of a lor to discover from 
that period." 

His day may yet come. Part of his 
problem may have been to have had 
too wide a scope. With works as 
varied as Yesterday, the Liverpool 
Oratorio, Helter Skelter and Mary 
Had a Little Lamb under his belt, it 
is perhaps no surprise that he is 
misunderstood. 

“Possibly. But not everyone is 
going to study you that hand. They 
go on first impressions. So if they 
see me singing Yesterday they go: 
’He's a balladeer'. But that's because 
there never was a video of me 
singing Helter Skelter. ” 

• Flaming Pie is released byPariophone 
on May 12 


■ POPS 

Punk with a 
1990s spin, but 
little else to 
recommend it 
comes from 
Gold Blade 


Legends 
brought 
to life 


SIDNEY BECHET 
Great Original Performances 
1924 to 1943 

(CDS Records RPCD 632) 
ISSUED to celebrate the cen¬ 
tenary of foe great New 
Orleans clarinet/soprano 
player’s birth, this meticulous¬ 
ly annotated 24-track compila¬ 
tion contains 70 minutes of 
Sidney Bechet's best playing. 
His classic collaborations with 
trumpeter Tommy ladnier, 
the more democratic Noble 
Sissle’s Swingsters sessions in 


foe late 1930s. and the early; 
1940s sides with a stellar 
reconstituted Feetwarmers 
band form the meat of the 
album, but there are also 
fascinating glimpses of less 
familiar Bechet fare. 

A roadhouse version of One 
o'clock Jump, tellingly juxta¬ 
posed with its studio succes¬ 
sor. a unique outing on 
sarrusophone backing singer 
Eva Taylor and a cut from 
Bechet's 1941 one-man-band 
overdubbed session are all 
featured. 

But overall it is Bechet's 
unrivalled ability Co soar out of 
the ensembles, his playing 
equal parts grace and fire, that 
continues to justify his legend¬ 
ary status. * 

JIMMIE NOONE 

Die Apex of New Orleans Jazz 
(ASVCDAJA5235) 

BORN near New Orleans, 
and with an early career fully 
matching Bechet's, clarinettist 
Jimmie Noone might easily 
have been one of the seminal 
figures of early jazz. Instead 
he is highly respected but not 
legendary, and this 74-minute 
compilation — comprising 
material from NGone’s first 
1923 session with drummer 
Ollie Powers, through his 
trademark recordings with his 
celebrated Apex Club Orches¬ 
tra. to his revivalist Kid Ory : 
led recordings just before his 
premature death in California 
in 1944 — demonstrates why. 

An elegant restrained play¬ 
er with a round, foil tone that 
blended sweetly with his most 
sympathetic frontline partner, 
alio player Joe Poston, Noone 
was handicapped for most of 
his career by mediocre side- 
men playing somewhat pedes¬ 
trian arrangements. Never¬ 
theless, his neatly incisive bur 
mellifluous playing is one of 
the great joys of interwar jazz. 

Chris Parker 


Low pressure arias 
bring Gayle warning 

POP ALBUMS: David Sinclair on the sleekly sterile 
soul songstress stylings of the new-look Michelle Gayle 


CHELLE GAYLE 
s ational 

Avenue/RCA 74321419322 

W9 

)M soap star to soul singer 
career path fraught with 
ly pitfalls. Michelle Gayle, 
; Hattie Tavernier in East- 
’ers, has avoided most of 
n, but is still not quite 
■re she would like to be 
i her optimistically titled 
rnd album. SensationaL 
ranted, she has subtly 
>sitioned herself in the 
ketplaee. With its smoul- 
ng cover portrait and foe 
nale whispered introduc- 
io the opening ballad. Fly 
\y, the album oozes ma- 
, intimate, soulful vibes. 

I there is an impressive 
ety of sounds and styles on 
r, from the Joan Armatra- 
’-influenced acoustic pop 
ie two hit singles Do You 
iw and Sensational, to the 
sy folk-blues of Fakin' It. 
high point of foe album, 
ut too few of the songs 
n to come from the heart, 
autine 1970s funk groove 
id Working Overtime and 
drifting ballad Yesterday 
v can anyone give a new 
» such a conspicuously 
nd-hand title?) are typical 
ler appealing bu * , 
vdine approach, while lyr- 

juch as -Good times. yes 
■- come .and go/} ^ow 
’s just a part of life,” fall 


CDs reviewed mTfte 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 

Shop on 0345023 498 


some way short of revealing 
any profound truth. 

JIMi HENDRIX 

First Rays of the 
New Rising Sun 
(Experience Hendrix/MCA 
MCD 11599 £9.99) 

UNLIKE the surviving mem¬ 
bers of the Beatles, Jimi 
Hendrix is not around :to give 
his blessing or otherwise to the 
tinkering with his back cata¬ 
logue that has gone on almost 
continuously during foe 27 
years since his death. But, as 
with virtually every other 
“new” posthumous permuta¬ 
tion of his songs. First Rays of 
the New Rising Sun would be 

redundant were foe man still 
performing today. 

This one takes all foe tracks 
from his essential 1971 album 
The Cry of Love, and jumbles 
them lip with the more pre¬ 
sentable numbers from foe 
flawed Rainbow Bridge (1971) 
and the woefully substandard 
War Heroes (1972) io create “a 
historically accurate recre¬ 
ation of foe double album 
Hendrix was working on at 
the time of Itis death”. 

The result is a carefully 


annotated mixture of the mar¬ 
vellous (freedom. Hey Baby, 
Angel) and foe mediocre 
[Izabella, Earth Blues, Begin¬ 
nings) which, accurate or not, 
certainly rewrites that chunk 
of Hendrix’s history in a more 
elegantly contained way than 
foe original albums did. 

Also released this week are 
new editions of foe core al¬ 
bums of Hendrix's repertoire, 
including Are You Experi¬ 
enced (complete with an addi¬ 
tional six singles and B-sides), 
Axis: Bold as Love and Electric 
Ladyland. It is said that these 
have been “digitally remas¬ 
tered from foe master tapes 
for foe first time", and foe 
sound quality is good enough 
for foe claim to be plausible. 
Bur. if true, what a scandalous 
indictment it is of all foe times 
these albums have been mar¬ 
keted as “digitally remixed 
and remastered”. 

GOLD BLADE 

Hometurf 

(Ultimate TOPPCDQ58 
£14.49) 

THEIR name may remind 
you of instant coffee, and 
sometimes such word assoda- 
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Soap star in foe suds: Michelle Gayle looks great but sounds 
less impressive on her second album. Sensational 


tions can be more than a 
coincidence. For Gold Blade, 
foe English band led by 
mcrtormouth rock journalist 
John Robb, offer a quick fix of 
1970s punk culture with a 
1990s spin that will do foe trick 
nicely for anyone who has 
neither the time nor foe pa¬ 
tience to search out foe real 
thing. 

Their scartergun. pick’n’mix 
approach embraces a vast 
array of influences, from early 
Adam and foe Ants on Fastest 
Man Alive to the Beastie Boys 
on Not Even Jesus. But domi¬ 
nating proceedings through¬ 
out is the inspiration of the 
Clash, especially on a series of 
ultra-belligerent rockers in¬ 
cluding Strictly Hardcore and 
Black Elvis. 

With sleeve notes insisting 
that “foe Tories cower as foe 
Gold Blade righreous plan 
takes effect," iheir cartoon¬ 
revolutionary approach is en¬ 
tertaining enough. But 
whereas other latterday punks 
such as Rocket From The 
Crypt or foe Jon Spencer Blues 
Explosion have brought some¬ 
thing musically new to foe 
party, Hometurf remains little 
more than the sum of Gold 
Blade’s record collection. 


THEJAYHAWKS 

Sound of Lies 

(American 7432146406 £.13.49) 
ANOTHER album (their fifth) 
and yet another turning point 
for the Jayhawks, the Minne¬ 
apolis country-rock band for 
whom foe phrase “great 
things just around the comer” 
might have been coined. The 
departure of singer and song¬ 
writer Mark Olson, who 
broke ranks after the disap¬ 
pointing sales of Tomorrow 
the Green Grass in 1995, has 
left foe reins of power firmly m 
the hands of the remaining 
singer, songwriter and guitar¬ 
ist Gary Louris. 

As well as struggling to keep 
foe band afloat Louris has 
been having a rough time in 
his personal life, and it sounds 
like it an Sound of Lies, an 
album dominated by a succes¬ 
sion of measured tunes with 
meaningful lyrics such as 
Trouble , Think About It and 
Stick in the Mud. The occa¬ 
sional uptempo trades, such as 
Big Star, are outnumbered by 
the more ponderous songs — 
notably the dramatic Sixteen 
Down ~ which sometimes 
work as individual items, but 
give the collection a distinctly 
laboured feel overall. 



Whatever you think you can do on the Internet, you probably can - if you know where to start. 
But it's a very big 'if.' 

However, if your school subscribes to The TES Internet Service, for just £99 per year, you'll 
be guided to all the best educational sites on the Wfeb as they come online. 

We also provide Ofsted reports, a searchable archive of every TES article and review since 
October 1994, and our Internet staff room discussion forum, lb make sure your school doesn't get 
left behind, look us up free at http://www.tes.co.uk, or call us today on 01708 378 379. 
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■ CHOICE I 

Christine Brewer 
stars as ENO 
revives Ariadne 
on Naxos 

VENUE: Opens tonight at 
the London Coliseum 



■ CHOICE 2 


Appassionata man: 
Maurizio Pollini 
continues his 
Beethoven cycle 

VENUE: Tonight at 

the Festival Hall 


THEi^^TIMES 

ARTS 



■ CHOICE 3 

Curtain up on 
Ayckbourn’s 
new Things We 
Do For Love 

VENUE: Tonight, Stephen 

Juseph. Scarborough 



■ DANCE 

Phoenix Dance 
Company marks 
its fifteenth 
anniversary with 
a beautiful 
new piece 


LONDON 

ARIADNE ON NAXOS- Wchaid Hk*ox 
feads an rnieniamnaJ cast In EngTre*i 
National Opera's syieti revival ot 
Strauss's bffleisweel bad-mage 
carroty Ctirtslirw Brewer, .ton Fredrtc 
West aid Ene Mk irate than house 
debuts. Lyrr Bmstw* ctoccts 
CoHseum. Si Marlin's Lane. WC2 
(0771-632 8300) Opens tonight. 

730pm B 

THE nx. New American musrcal by 
John Dempsey and Dana P. Hw». 
directed by Sam Mandes. John 
Barrowman plays an ambitious political 
candKJaie. and tha excellent Kathryn 
Evans s nra schemmg modet 
Don mar Warehouse. Eariham Street, 
WC3 IQ171-369 17331 Previews trom 
tonigtii, 7 30pm Opens May 12. 7pm. 
Then Uon-SaL 7 30pm. mars Wed and 
Sat, 3pm 

MAURfZIO POLLINI: CanDrumg hts 
chrc.notoqieal suncy cl alol 
Beethovai s piano sonatas which 
began here lasl November, the 
acdaimad pens! tacUes a programme 
which mducles the Sonata In F rrenor. 
□p 57 (Appasskmata); and Sonoia in E 
hat. Op Bla iDasLetewohl) 

Festival Hall. South Bank. SEI10171- 
96042421 ToreghL 7.30pm £) 

EL3S 

LONDON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA- Sir Georg Sohi cotkAjck, 
Shostakovich's ervgmdCC Symphony 
No 15 and a selection horn Mahler's 


□ THE CAUCASIAN CHALK 

CIRCLE- The Olivier is iranstormed Into 
a "theatre r the round" tar Simon 
McBuney's production at Brecht's las) 
import ant wort: Juttei Simonson ploys 
&irtha, with McBumey as Ihe ingonnus 
judge, AzdaL 

National (Oflvfer). Ssrth Bank. SEI 
10171-928 2252) Toraght and tomorrow. 
7 15pm. maiSar. 2pm 

□ DONA ROSTTA. Phoebe Ntchods 
plsys the patient spvisJer. poinOessly 
hopeful, but then this is Lorca Eleanor 
Bron. Kathryn Hunter. Celia Imre. Kerry 
Shaia. Cfrve Swift also reamre n 
PhylMa Lloyd's production 
Almeida. Almeida Street N1 (0171-359 
4404) Now previewing, 7 30pm Opens 
Apni 23. 7pm. Than Mon-Sal, 7 30pm. 
mat Sal. 3pm UnfiJtre’ 

□ EAST IS EAST. Second West End 
showing tor Ayub Hwn-Drt's enjoyable 
iamty drama, comic and senous. set n 
1970s Salford where a Pakistani 
patriarch vasty tnes to bnng ip> his six 
children according to ancestral oatfinon 
Royal Court DmtRstak* (Dukeot 
York’s). SI Motto's Lane. WC2 (0171- 
5655000) Man-Sat. 730pm. marsSal. 

3 30pm Unta May 24. 

□ MARLENE Sian PtiUlps grrosan 
anrarSiw performance as the singer wdh 
the golden sheath dress On the whole, 
more successful than Pam Gems's play. 
Lyric. Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl (0171- 
494 50-45) Mon-Sat, 7 45pm, mats Wed 
and Set. 3pm. 


WEEKEND CHOICE 


AdaDy guide to arts 

and entertainment 
compiled by Martt Hargis 


bold settings ot texts from Des Knaben 
Wunderhom With the mezzo soprano 
ChartoU* htelekanl 
Barbican. Sdk Straa, London EC2 
10171-6388891) Tomorrow. 7.30pm g) 

ELSEWHERE 

CARDIFF: An evening at romance Is 
on otter as Tadaaki Oteka conduas tha 
BBC National Orchestra of Wales In a 
programme ol music by GiazinOv, 
Tchatkovskyand Elgar 
St Davkfa Hall. The Hayes (01222 
8784441 Tartjjhl 7 30pm 8 
COVENTRY: Lloyd Newson brings he 
conlrouersial dance-aaiKheatra group 
0V8 to town tor two nights with Bound 
to PI—ae. a work seeking to "subvert 
the rules of traditional choreography 
and contronl our notions of conformity " 
Warwick Arta Centra, University ot 
Warwick (01203 524524). Tonight and 
tomorrow, 8pm B 
MANCHESTER: A special weekend 
celebrating the muse ot ihe eccentric 
Australian composer Percy Granger 
opens tonight. The BBC Phflharmarsc 
ureter Ftdrard Hictox with 1+kotei 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of thaatra showing in London 
■ House (uU, returns only 
B Some seats available 
□ Seats at aD prices 


□ NOISE The atofect of wif be 
(armliar to anyone whose rrusic-mad 
mghbaurhublacMlWrlvn 
Teenage newty-weds move into a flat 
next ro a techno maniac n Alex Jones's 
new play. Mach Bnckman dnectathe 
second play m the Site Specific 
season 

Soho Theatre at 21 Dean Street. INI 
(0171-4200022) Final performances 
toraght and tomorrow. Bpm. 

□ POPCORN. Ben Elton's blistering 
comedy about movie violence A 
Tarantinoesque director gets hE come 
itopance when a couple ot serial Uters 
blame turn lor their misdeeds Laurence 
Boswell directs 

ApoSo. Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5070) Mon-Sat. 8pm: mats 
Wed. 3pm, and Sat 4pm 

□ THE UBU PLAYS- Bret n a season 
ot European sabre John Wnght rSnacti a 
centenary production ol Jetty’s 
anarchic, prescient masterpiece 
Kenneth McLesft translates the saga ol 


DerructenLo on the prono psrtotnw a 
p i ogr am ma featuring a rare live 
performance of Granger's 
masterpiece, Tha Warriors More 
Grainger tomorrow, performed by the 
Hail£ Orchestra In a pregranmer^so 
featuring Sfcetius and Nteteen. 
Brid ge w a ter Hafl, Laver Mosley 
Street (0181-9079000) Tonight and 

tomorrow. 7.30pm Q 
SCARBOROUGH. World premiers lor 
Alan Ayckbourn's new cwrwty Thing* 
We Da for Love The author directs. 
Stephen Joseph Theatre, 
Wastborough [01723 370541). Opens 
tonight 745pm Then Mon-SaL 
7 45pm: mats same Sate [tomorrow, 

May 10. 311.3pm. Untt May 31.® 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Art First Ian Welsh- Norwegian 
Calendar (0171-734 0386) .British 
Museum: Mummy Portraits from 
Roman Egypt (0171-636 1555) ..Chris 
Beetles Roy Hammond (0171 -BK 
75511 Dulwich Picture- Art Beyond 
the Vtstote I01B1-693 5254) .. 

Festival Halt Sarajevo a Cty and Its 
People Under Sega (0171 960 4242) 
Goethe Imtilut LucHMbfnty 
Bautuus Photographer {0171-411 
3400) . Uewehyn AletPUKler A 
MS Son Brushstrokes (0171-6201323 
National' London's Monets. 

Duns's Sawf Jemmo (0171-747 2B85) 
... SatcM: DuaneHanstai(0171-624 
8299) Tate. Lovis Corinth; Hogarth 
the Parser (0171-887 8000) 


maislrcusty vulgar and cruel KtagUbu 
Gate. 11 PemfcndgeRoad, W1110171- 
229 07061. Mon-SaL 7.30pm. 

□ THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES- Peter 
Bowles both touchrtg and comic as 
Molrete's deluded hero ErtcS^us 
excel lent as his ftekar-lingered servant 
Ptccadlly. Devrwi Street, Wl (0171- 
369 17341. Man-Sat, Bpm: mats Wed 
3pm. and Sat, 5pm. 

□ SMOKEY JOE’S CAFE' Hil 
Broadway corrpdatton show oriabraAng 
the songwnttog team L abor and StoUer. 
msponstola tor Hound Dpg. JrihnoP 
Rock and Spanish Hariem 

Prince ol Wslee, Coventry Street Wl 
(0171-8395987) Mon-Sat. Bpm: mats 
Thors and SaL 3pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ An In sp e cto r Calls: Gamcfc 10171- 
4945085). .□ Jesus Christ 
Superstar Lyceum (0171-656 1807) 

□ Martin Guerre ftmee Edward 
(0171-447 5400) .BLm 
MlscraUes- Palaca (017) -434 0909) 

B Wes Saigon. Drury Lane (0171 -494 
5400) □ The Mousetrap: 

SI Martin's (0171-836 1443). . 

B Oflveri Palatfcan (0171-404 BOSS] 
■ The Phantom of the Opera; Her 
Majesty's (0171-494 5400)... 

B Starflght Express: ApoDo Victoria 
10171-416 6054). □The Woman to 
Black Fortune (0171 836 2238) 

Ticker information suppfed by Sorely 
of London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 

COLD COMFORT FARM (PG)- 
Ungarty onema transfer lor John 
ScWessigar's TV version olttie-spoof 
rural melodrama. Wdh Kate BecWnsale 
and Eileen Attots 

BartiicHi £ (0171-638 8891) Mtoemo 
(0171 235 4225) VbgtaK Chelsea 
(0171-352 0096) Haymorirat [0171-839 
1527) 

EDDIE (12) Whoopi Goldberg 
becomes a basketball coach Yawn- 
ndudng comedy Drector, Stew Rash. 
Rotting HU Coronet £ (0171-727 
6705) UCI WhItaleys £ 10990 888990) 
Vlrgfn Traced wo £ (0171-434 0031) 
Warner £ (0171 -437 43431 

RETURN OF THE JEDi (U) . Luke 
Skywalker battles Darth Vader yet agwi 
Sp^ctal edition ol the 1983 Star Wars 
sequel, with Marti Hamit. Hamson Fad, 
and Came Fisher. 

ABC* Baker SI (0171 -935 9772) 
Tottenham Ct Rd (0171-636 6148) 
OdaanK Kensington 10181-315 4214) 
Leicester SqefOlBI -315 42151 Marble 
An* (0181 -315 4216) Rflzy (Ol 71 - 737 
2121) UCI Whlteiaya ® (0990 8889901 
Vhgln Fkrtham Rd (0171-370 2636) 

THE SPIRAL STAIRCASE iPG). Mute 
swvanl girl moeh a sanal kilei Witaqe 
thrfls from 1945. vrth Dorothy McGuire 
□rector. Robert Srodmak. 

NFTlB |0171-928 3232) 

VERTIGO (PG)' Restored print of 
Hicbcock 5 hypnotic tfreller, with James 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
lllins in London and (when 
Indicated with the symbol • ) 
on release across the country 


Stewart and Kim Novak 
Uimtare (0171-8360691) 

CURRENT 

CITIZEN KANE (U)' Orson WeOas s 
enthralng arammation ot the American 
dream, fret released m 1941 
ABC Paoton Street (0171-93006311 

♦ THE ENGLISH PATIENT (15)’ Map- 
matong Ralph Fiennas smoJdere with 
passion tor Knson Soott Thomas Epte. 
ntengem. though not quite wrih all the 
prase. Director, Anthony Mn^iete. 
Barbican B [D171-638 889J) Odeonrc 
Ken^ngton (0181-0)5 4214) Marble 
Arch 10161-315 4216) Swtes Cottage 
(0181 -315 4220) Pinza (0990688 9901 
RRzy 10171 -737 2121) Screan/Bafeer 
Streot (0171 -935 2772) UCI WMlefeya 
(0990-838 990) Virgins: Chelsea 
(0171-352 5096) Fulham Road (0171- 
370 26361 Warner (0171 -437 4343) 

EVBTYONE SAYS I LOVE YOU (121 
New York neuroses set to musicby 
Woody Allen Beguufing, bur ton. 
Btehksan (0171-638 8S91) Chelsea 


(0171-351 3743) Ctapham Picture 
House (0171-498 3323) Gate Netting 
Hil (0171 -727 4043) Odeonss 
K e n s ington (0181-3154214) 
Haynwrioet (0181 -31S 4212) Reocto 
(0171-837 8402) Wtey (0171-737 2121) 
S creen cnBetar St reet [0171-935 . 
2772) Scraeiniii the Kl (017f-435 
3366) WamerlS (0171-4374343) 

LOVE LESSONS (IS)- Teenage boy 
learns about love m wartime Sweden 
Watchable drama Irom Bo WWertwg. 
ABC Swiss Centre (0171-439 44 70) 

♦ THE PEOPLE VS LARRY FLYNT 
(18)' Roller coaster ride through Ihe Ufa 
end court cases ol the rnttionare 
pomoffapher played by Woody 
Haneteon. Drector, Mite Forman 
Odoon Swiss Cottage |Q 181-315 
4220) ua Whtteleya 1510990 868990) 
Virgins: Chaises (0171-352 5096) 
H a y m artret (0171-8391527) Trocedera 
IS (0171 -434 0031) Warner West End 
(0171-43743431 

♦ WILLIAM SHAKESPEARFS 
ROMEO + JULIET (12) Eflervesoenl 
cortlemporary treatment, with Leor^vdo 

DiCapno and Claire Danes 

ABC Tottenh n Court Road (0171- 
636 6148) Odeons: Kensington (0181 - 
315 4214) Mezzanine IS 10101-315 
42151 Swtss Cottage (0181 -315 4220) 
Plaza © 10990 B88990) Rttzy 10171- 
737 21211 UCI Whltdeys © (0990 
888990) Vbgaw Chelsea [0171-352 
5096) Trocadoro 6 lOi 71-434 0031) 
Warner pi 71-437 4343) 


Artistry out of the ashes 

^ DEE CONWAY 



Jeannette Brooks and Ricardo G.GrOodison wriggling through Datrshaa Singh Bfaulier’s new White Picket Fence 


I n the 15 years of its 
existence, the black 
Leeds-based Phoenix 
Dance Company has 
survived several switches of 
director. New regimes have 
formulated new constitutions 
— to bring in women, to bring 
in white dancers, not to bring 
in white dancers. Director 
number four. Thea Barnes, an 
American, arrived in January, 
too early to affect the reper¬ 
toire now being toured. 

Too often Phoenix’s oETer- 


Phoenix Dance 
Queen Elizabeth Hall 


ings have seemed to turn to 
ashes on stage, so a double 
welcome to Pamela L John¬ 
son’s dream-like and beauti¬ 
fully crafted new piece. Eve's 
Reflection. Like a painter lay¬ 
ing overlapping planes of col¬ 
our onto canvas. Johnson 
(who is a dancer in the com¬ 
pany) divides her space into 
superimposed shifting 
squares by means of gauze 
curtains and pools of light. Ap¬ 
pearing within these are care¬ 
fully constructed groups of 
dancers and an itinerant trio 
of musicians. Jason Yarde's 
commissioned score of stac¬ 
cato mosaics of notes pene¬ 
trates the air with uncom¬ 
fortable monotony; but John¬ 
son's frequently inventive 
movement helps to distract 


your attention from this. 

The piece starts with a 
woman transported by a clus¬ 
ter of dancers as in a mythic 
journey, her body surging on¬ 
wards, her feet never touching 
the ground. This is a piece 
about universal woman. Re¬ 
lationships form and end, 
couples evolving in parallel 
territories, an aggressive pair 
lashing out and contrasting 


with more peaceable ones. 

Darshan Singh Bhuller’s 
White Picket Fence is fine if 
you don’t know Paul Taylor’s 
work; otherwise, like Bhuller’s 
previous piece for Phoenix, it 
feels too much like a rip-off to 
succeed fully. A luscious turf 
floor and TV screens showing 
film of countryside (and white 
fences) ingeniously set the 
scene; but the flavour of Tay¬ 


lor’s Cloven Kingdom suffuses 
the action intent on showing 
us the animal inside civilised 
human beings, with surreal 
passages of wriggling reptiles. 

DaniaJ Shapiro and Joanie 
Smith'S Covering Ground had 
me wriggling to go home, a 
piece which builds an elabo¬ 
rate edifice of relentless activi¬ 
ty out of a whimsical idea for 
props: pieces of carpet that act 


as the dancers’ personal 
spaces. The effect depends on 
your sense of humour being 
able to plug into the determ¬ 
ined jollity, because the crude, 
flurried dance shapes hold no 
aesthetic interest. Let us hope 
' Phoenix’s new director will in¬ 
troduce different criteria of 
taste to the repertoire. 

Nadine Meisner 


CONCERTS: Father and son take on Shostakovich; plus a Czech maestro on an Austro-German theme 

A family affair Fine Czech mateship 


RLPO/Pesek 

Barbican 


MUSSORGSKY’S Prelude toKhovon- 
schina, which opened this concert, 
provided a glimpse of the broad, 
melodious but understated warmth 
that characterised -all the perfor¬ 
mances.. Kurt Sanderling drew a 
wonderful, veiled pianissimo from the 
Philharmonia strings in a refined 
reading of Tchaikovsky’s Fourth Sym¬ 
phony. The Philharmonia winds were, 
as ever, sensitive and the brass tip-toed 
through the trio, restrained along with 
the whole orchestra until the final 
movement when brightness burst in. 

At rhe centre of the concert was 
Sanderling's youngest son, Michael's 
convincing delivery of Shostakovich’s 
Second Cello Concerto. This is a 
fiendish work and in several more 
experienced hands has come across as 
so many staves of unmapped territory, 
haunted with bastardised echoes from 
the First Concerto. The logical, driven 
imperative of the earlier work has 
given way to something fragmentary, 
introverted, a statement of intense 
desolation front a sick man. 

Michael Sanderling had the mea- 


Philharmonia/ Sanderling 
Festival Hall 


sure of the whole, carving out a 
narrative from the wandering opening, 
although his sound, rich and dear, at 
times lacked variation in pressure. Bur 
from the second movement he showed 
himself able to switch instantly be¬ 
tween dandng nonchalance and 
anxiety. 

The Fhilharmonia's lower strings 
couldn’t quite match his alacrity: 
nevertheless, this was clearly a night 
for their A-list players. While everyone 
knows that orchestra personnel don’t 
play every concert, bringing on the 
concertinas ter for the second half only 
transmits a somewhat baffling mess¬ 
age. Christopher Warren-Green cer¬ 
tainly made his presence felt in the 
Tchaikovsky, but why did he not play 
in the concerto? Will rhe real 
Philharmonia stand up? 

Helen Wallace 


DURING their ten years together, the 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orches¬ 
tra and its music director libor PeSek 
have forged one of the most solid 
partnerships on the British music 
scene. The Czech maestro, a link with 
his country’s great but threatened, 
musical tradition, conducts with old- 
fashioned authority. 

At the end of next month he will 
become Conductor Laureate, but the 
Czech repertoire which has loomed 
large in his work with the RLPO will 
continue under his compatriot. Petr 
Alt rich ter. 

It was interesting to hear Pesek in 
an Austro-German programme of 
standard works, but there was nothing 
standard about his performance of 
Webern’s Passacaglia . Op J. which 
had cerebral clarity and poetic beauty. 

Webern when performed like this is 
a good introduction to Brahms, espe¬ 
cially when he is played with the soft- 
grained introspection Ffesek brought to 
the Violin Concerto. The orchestra’s 
mellow strings glowed warmly in the 
first two movements. Kurt Nikkanen 


proved to be capable-of big, gleaming 
tone, but he was a hard-nosed soloist 
with a very different approach to the 
piece from Ptesek’s: in effect we heard 
two different interpretations, and at 
every turn the orchestra's seemed 
preferable. Only in the strongly accent¬ 
ed Hungarian dance of the finale did 
the two strands come together. 

The central European countryside 
evoked in Beethoven’s Pastoral Sym¬ 
phony is something for which Pesek, a 
notable Dvofikian. has instinctive feel. 
His account was full of congenial 
spirit, every phrase was carefully 
shaped. Indeed, the RLPO now sounds 
more like a central European orchestra 
than an English one: the woodwind 
solos supplying the pastoral colouring 
had bright individuality, and the horns 
were splendidly incisive. 

John Allison 


ART GALLERIES 


PARKIN GALLERY 23 Apr53 May 
The Judge Kangs - a selector ty 
Sir Stephen Tumlm 1 ) Macomb 
SI SW1. 0171 235 8144 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 0171632 8300 (24h) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
Tart 7.30 (RRSTMGHT) 
ARIADNE ON NAXOS 
Tama 630 

THE DAMNATION OF FAUST 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0171304 
4000 lor 0® OSes & Standby Into 
Tictels aratobte on the day 
Tlw Royal Optra 
Tonor 7.00, Tub 730 
L'BJSn D*AMORE 
Mon, Ihur 730 OTELLO 
Tha Royal BaKet 
Tort 730 ANASTASIA 
Wed730{FfS(MghQ 
MacMan's 

THE JUDAS TRffiTTetttys 
AMORES&fenchne's 
SYMPHONY W C 


SADLER’S WHISal to 
PEACOCK THEATRE 
(0171)3148800 
BALLETCOMUODAD 
DE MADRID 
Director Victor mate 

fta UK pa Itera nce s 
"Majpttean lite nca ra " Times 
Prog 1 in# Sa Plug 2 Mon 28 
Apr-3 M»8pm+Salmas 


theatres 



F ■- 


lyi-uRi 


ii i i.usmhi. 1 ) i ok ULr.ui.s; 


THEATRES 


ADELPtfl 

Lagandary Entertainer 

JERRY LEWIS 
DAMN YANKEES 

A hetluYa mosIcaL. with heart! 

Red pres prove farm 2$ May 
Opens 4 Job. 01714131777 (24hra 
low ttglea) Ops 0800 B14900. 

017) 930 3000 (no tee) 


ALBERT THEATRE B0 & cc 0171 
369 1730 CC 344 4444.312 5068 (No 
fete) Grps 413 3321. 

312 50& 436 5588 
GARYW1LM0T ANN CRUMB 
n 

THE GOODBYE GIRL 

A New Musical 

"TBWFKL-ona ot the bast 
nighte out In London" OX. Mag 

Book br Ned Staoi. Music Ity Mavin 
Harntecii, Lyrtcsby Don Back 
Evgs MorhFil SPrt) WBd tAtapm, 
$Efe5&B.30cm._ 


ALDWYCH 0171416 6007/ «00000 
GMhraftiofafCQfee} 

Groups 0171 4166075 
Evas 7 30pm. Wed & Sal ntfs 3pm 
"THE BEST ORIGINAL PLAY IN 
TOWN-£TUNNMGLY 
BRflJJANT 
Hsafcf Tribune 

MRCHABL ALEC 

GAMBON MCCOWEN 

■T0WERWG 
PERFORMANCES" 

The Evening Stedaid 

TOM & CLEM 

s rBwptav by 

STEPHEN CHURCHETT 
Orated by 
RICHARD WILSON 
■TOGHLY ENJOYABLE" D.Tef 
"WONDBiHJLLY COMtC" 
_The Spectator_ 


APOLLO 24lr«Q1714945070 
cc 01713444444(1*8 lee} 
Ops 01714945454 
BEN ELTON’S 

P0PC0BN 

"FUt, fumy Bid downright 
way" Ewnmg Standard 
“A bloody good night ouL” FT. 
MDfrSB&OQpn 
Ma*Wed3.00oniSai400pm 


APOLLO VICTORIA CC 0171416 
6055 CC24ta 0171344 44441)171 
4200000 Grpfi 416 607V4133321 

Andrew Uoyd Webbert 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
Mite tauckto runs i&4Sdaty 
Tub & Sw 3am Tdkas from 


CAMBRIDGE 494 5O0Q'4166O6O 
344 4444M20 0000 bKg fee) 
Groups 494 5454 
4166075(4133321/4365588 

GREASE 

Starring SHANE RICHIE 
"A Monster WT DMiror 
Mon-Sat 730pm. Wed SSamet 3pm 
GREASE NOW BKG > TO 1998! 


To advertise n 
ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tet 0171680 6222 
ateKOm 4813313 


CHUbMONSS 173713444444 
BEST COMEDY 
Uibd Q&unrANod Nominee 

BEK1CED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WIUJAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 
M37Pfeysh97MnuteS 
"HBarioua” Trues 
Mate Ihur a 3 Sat a 5 
SuiM4.Evesa(Qxn 
THE COMPLETE HtSTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridgteQ 
Tuesday a 6pm 
London’i LongaM Running 

_gfigwftW_ 


DOMINION 0171 65611 
aWEtwa 0000 (»g tee} Gips 416 
60900121997/0800614903 

Tba Magic coma aRw an Mag* 

DISNEY'S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

ANEW MUSICAL 
"THE HOST LAVISH, OPULENT, 
EYE-POPPING SHOW EVERT 
New York Newdty 
Prew from totZk nwbocHng 


To advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel: 0171 6806222 
or lax: 0171 481 9313 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SS ec$hg fee) 34te7d9ys 0171494 
5009344 4444/420 0000 Grps 494 
5454/4133311/3128000 

MBS SAIGON 

"THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR THE” 

NOW IN ITS 

ffTH EXTRAORDINARY YEAR! 
Evec 7.45 Mats Wed & Sal 3pm 
C ow l mm wa n tor Wad MM 
& aOMptofe-apply B.O. 
FORT&EPHONE/POSTAL 
BOOKINGS C PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

0171494 SOaOfBKQ FEE) 


DUCHESS BQ/CC 0171494 5075 
(no bkg fee) cc 0171344 4444/ 
420 0000 (bfcg fee) 

Royal Shakaspaara Company 

THE 

HERBAL BED 

"Ps» WMan'i wondedu! play a 
tore stoiy. a moral DiriBer tnd a 
courtroom Gama... 
THHILLMG-FAR AND AWAY 
THE BEST THING 84 THE WEST 
QDT'STknes 

Moft-SS 730 MSS Wed & Sal 300 
UNTO. 5 JULY_ 


FORTUNE BO SCC 0171836 
2383120033 

EWAN JAMES 

HOOPER SIMMONS 

Susan HT a 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Stephen MzAattaB 
“The most turning and cMfRog 
pfay for years" DMai 
NOW MTTS 881 YEAR 
Mon-Sri Bpm 
Mas lues 3pm Sa 
Rmmtaq ihna 2hr» 


GARRICK 0171494 SBS/3131990 
ho bta fee) Graces 0171494 5454 
WINNER OF 
19 MAJOR AWARDS 
1ha Royal Nabcmai Theatre 
Prodadfon 

PIP SUZANNE 

DONAGHY BERTtSH 

BARRY STANTON 
.BPnesfey’s 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

•THRSL1J NO-MUST BE SEEN" 

OMM 

“TWO HOURS OF 
ENTHRALLING, VISUALLY 
STUNNING DRAUA"D Tel 

Manfii745,Sri5€0&8.1S, 
_Wed its! 230 


HAYMARKET330 8800 (nabfcg tee) 
3444444/4200000 fwftfcfeg fee) 
Evas 8 Mate Du 3&5el 5 
Royal Bccfeang* Theatre Co. 
05GAR WILDE’S 
CLASSIC COMEDY 

LADY WIN DERMERE ’S FAN 

“IRRESISTIBLY GLAMOROUS” 

"domt mss irons 


HER MAJESTY'S 2«H 4945400 
ffftfl fee] CC 344 4444/4200000 (lee) 
OpE 494 5454/413 3311/438 5688 

ANDREW UOYD WEBBER’S 
AWARD WBMNG MUSKAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

OzeOEd by HAROLD PRNCE 
NOW BKG TOOK 97 
Ews7«M^sWedSSri30a 
ApphraBarOffcatiaa/tarragns 


LABATTS APOLLO, 0171 416 
6050*4200000)344 4444 (fee) 
416 6075/436 5588 (grps, tee) 

CUFF RICHARD 

n 

HEATHCUFF 
■Spectecular, rtunrtag' D UM 
Sane seals aval n Af»Uay 
_Mon-Sa8Dm_ 


LONDON PALLADIUM BOCC 
0171494 5020044 4444 
(CllWsav dig) 420 0000 
Grpa 0171494 5450^13 33?I 
LASTS WEBCSTO SEE 
ROBERT LADSAY 
BEST ACTOR W A MUSICAL 
Laurence O i lier Atita r da 
"HOBBIT LINDSAYS FAGM IS 
FULL OF CHARM, WARMTH A 
GLEEFUL CRIMINALITY ” D E>p 
BARRY HUMPHRIBS RETURNS 
TD THE ROLE OF FAGBI 
FROM 12 MAY 

OLIVER! 

3RD HREPRESSSLE YEAR 
TJONEL BARTS MASfERPECE 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE 1 
5 Tines 

Bros 730 Mats WBdS Sri Z30 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAL 
NOW FOR WBCDAY PERES 


LYCEUM cc 01716561606 
0990 500 800420 0000344 4444 (bkg 
fee) Grps4166076 
TW RICE & 

ANMEW LLOYD WSSEFTS 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sands SHhrara Racing Dnra 
Tha SpW* DTetegapb 

Eves74S Ua&wsd&Sat3 
(no bkg fee lor personal cates ri 9n 
Ljcbjh boi^Eca lOamflpm) 

P5 tBcas fer students bvM Mon-Thu 
afetootobtein advance 
Now booking to September 

Soma seats aag a doaMoi-Thi 


LYWC Sheftesbuy /fee 0171 «4 
5045 (cc bhg fe^/344 4444 (Mg fee) 
Eves 7 45. Writ S Sri irate 3pm 

SIAN PHILLIPS 
spam oats’ 

MARLENE 

□reeled by SEAN MATHIAS 


LYRto THEATRE 
HAMMERSMITH 
01817412311 

CHmBYJOWL 

OUTCRY 

by Temsssee WBoms 
Evbs 7.3Q Sri rari £30 
Ltd SaBaoo Mutl End 17 May 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 0171 
928 2252 &ps 0171 620 0741.24ftr 
cc bkg fee 0171 420 0000 
Please Mow eoa jowne^pariang 
fins because of mapr raadwarks 
OLIVER TorTl 7.15. Tarsr ZOO & 
715 THE CAUCASIAN CHALK 
ORCLE by Bertofi Brocto h a new 
uerokm by Frank McGdmesa 
LYTTELTON Tort 730. Toma 
2.15 & 730 LADY IN THE DARK 
a musical play by Moss Hart mth 
lyita by Ira Gentawn and rmac by 
K m Web, 

COTTE5LOE Toni, Tana 700 
KING LEAR WBam Shriascem. 


NEW LONDON Dniy Lane WC2 BO 
01714050072 CC 0171 404 4079 
34hr 0171 344 4444/420 0000 
Gqs 01714133311/4365688 
THE 4MJKEW UOYD W38£R/ 

IS. BJOT tiTBVWDCNAL 

AWWO-WWT4NGWJ9CAL 

CATS 

Em 7 .45 Mats Tue & Sri 3 00 
LATECOMSB NOT ADUTTH) 
WHIEAUDCTOHRMISIN 
MOTION. PLEASE BE PfiOUPT. 
Bare cpmri 545 

LIMITED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE. 


To advertise 
in 
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Tel: 0171680 6222 
or fax: 0171 481 9313 


OLD V)C 01719287618 

0*n: rCOOOOO (ho bkg M 

The Peter HaD Company 

7 day* B week 
WASTE 

by Harley Granvfle Barker 
Tort, Toma SWSd73Qpm. 
Rvmri 230pm. May 11 ri8pm 
"S Up lwro u a, gripping 
production gate HaTs (M 
ssaaon aBta a fateting 
MarySTtaiec 
CLOUD NINE 
by Caryl CburchG 
TonorS Mty 10ma230pm, 
Ruat 730pm, M^r4 mat 3pm 
TRag ra ca M ly hinny" DJM 
HJRLYBURLY 
by David Rato 
UM part May2ai 730pm 
"Rbmrthaairibgcnrer 
brofcao (pass to aai ft" 
K aBdascope 
THE SEAGULL 

by Anton Cheferov 
Engfchwrsfcn by Tom Stopped 
Apr 266 29 at 730pm. May Sri 
230pm & 730pm. May < N 8pm. May 
6&7ri 730pm. May Bri 230pm « 
730pm, M* 9 ft 10ri 730pm. 
TkSkete£l0-£19 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-434 0909 
CC 24ltiS (bta fee) 0171 -344 4444 |Ug 
tee) &ps 01714I333U 

TTffi WORLD'S MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES MISERABLE 

MOW IN ITS 1ZTH 
RECORDBREAKING YEAR 
Eve s 730 Mats Tb u & Sri2 30 
Latocomero nu admoed 
untt ttiertSrvaJ 

LIMITED NO OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BCK0FRCE 


PHOENIX BGCC 0171 369 1733 
/344 4444/420 0000 (tee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OWer/Drama Awods 
Plays 6 nayersftvcr Nowto fvatis. 
WKLYFRBSBL’S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

^Brings tha audanee to fa faaL 

and roaring Its approvaTD Mai 
10TH TRAMPHANT YEAR 
Eves 7 45 Mris Rue Son Sri 4pm 
MOW BOOKING UNTIL JAIFBB 


PWCADJU.Y01713691734 
344 4444/420 0000 (24 Us) 

Eves a Mate Wed 3 A Sri 5 
THE PETERHALL COMPANY 
PETER BOWLES 
CARMEN HENRY 

SfLVBIA McGEE 

ERIC SYKES 

ii Mofiera’a Manoua comedy 

THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES 

“POSITIVELY GUTTERING— 
THIS IS AS GOOD AS n GETS" 
D.Mafl 

LAST a DAYS AT PtCCADfLLY. 
THANSraBSTOCOMBPY 


P1CCADR1Y THEATRE 0171389 
1734/CC01713444444 
NELLDUWTS COMBDY 

STEAMING 

Previews tram May 1 
MAY 10NLY ALL 7KT5 £10 


PHNCE EDWARD 01714475*0 
Rat CM 4Z00100 a 344 4444 
Groups4200200 

WINNER 

BEST CHOREOGRAPHER 

BEST NEW MUSICAL 
LAliraiCEOUVlEfl AWARDS 
"REAL POWER & PASSION 
A BLOCKBUSTER" DT0 
“A BKJ MAGNfRCENT B*fC 
MUSICAL A GREAT EVBBNG 
air’s Times 

MARTIN GUERRE 

BOUBUL&SCHONBERETS 
“MUSICAL MASTERPIECE" 

MHerTifa 

MavSri 7.45 Mris Ttu ft Sri 300 
NOW BOOKING TO JAN 1998 


PRINCE OF WALK 0171639 5S87 
Rrol Cril 4200000 cc 344 4444 Grps 
420 0200 freephone 0800 614903 

"HOT FROM BROADWAY, AND F 
MEAN SMOKIN'. BKWGH 
ENERGYTOELECTHtfYA 
CITY. "D. Mai 

GRAMMY AWARD WMNMG 
MUSICAL 

SMOKEY JOE’S CAFE 

THE SONGS OF LEBER & STOLLER 
OreaedbyJaryZafta 

“AMERICAN GRAmn HSIS 
WEST SIDE STORY" EStd 
Mon-Sri 8pm, Du 6 Sri Mats 3on 
REDUCB) PRKE THURS MAT 
NOW BOOKWQ TO JAM 199B 


QUSNS Bo cc 0171 494 5040 
CC 344 4444 Grps 494 5464 

PAJTILuPONE 

m 

MASTERCLASS 

byTBUTENCE McNALLY 

Noar PrevkHrtng Opena 6 Hay 
Tu^Sri8pm.V1fed&Sri Mats 3on 
Special Bank HoOday Fferi 
Mon5ttiMavapni 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 

COMPANY 
LONDON (0171484 5075) 
DUCHESS THEATRE 
Tl« HERBAL BBTToiT 730 
STRATFORD (017B9 295623/cc 

01714131452) 

RSC SVOPOVBI la defete 
01789414999 

KT CYMBELME Tart 730 
SWAN CAMINO REAL Tart 730 
TOP THE MYSTEHES: THE 
CREATION Tart 730 


ROYAL COURT 01715 K 5000 

CC 420 0100 (24fu5) Downdas (Duke 
d Yafc'G. S Malta's Lanel EAST IS 
EAST by Ayub Khan-Din. MorhStfl 
730pm, Sri Mri 330pm Upstate 
(Ambassadors. Watt S) 
BALEGANGAIRE byTba 
Mttphy.MovSal 7.15. Sal Mri ban 

_ 3 toy 3 00 _ 


To advertise in this 
section please caB 
the Entertainments 
Team on 

01716806222 

or fax 

0171481 9313 


SAVOY BQfcc 0171836 8888 CC 420 
0000 (no t*g fee) Grps 420 0200 
“OSCAR NOMINATED” Ind 

SIMON CALLOW 


bicM^ Ihwty, atnorbtag 0 Ttaies 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BBNG OSCAR 
The Wit, Triumph & Tragedy 
ol Oscar Wide 
by Mdieal mac Uammoir 
“aenipuious, WoHgent, 
compmionata & tunny_.ONE 
OF THE MOST ENJOYABLE 
SERIOUS ENTERTAINMENTS IN 
LOWJON" Sunday Tires 
“wMy, beauttM, compelNng 
atofl" FT 

Bros 8pm Mris Wed & Sri 3pm 
LaffTED SEASON TD 17 MAY 


ST MAfTTDrS 01718301443 
Eve38.Tue245, Sal5&8 

AGATHA CHRISTIE’S 
THE MOUSETRAP 
45th YEAR 


STRAND THEATRE BOX Oil ft 0C 

feo lee) 01719308600 

cc (bkg fee) 0171344 4444/420 0000 

Groups 0171413 3321/0171 438 5588 

•BUDDY* 

Tha Buddy HoDy Story 
“BRUIAMT’Sun 

•BUDDY* 

■WONDERFUL STUFF" Sui Tef 

'BUDDY* 

Tuea-Thu, 80 Frl 530 & B 30 
Sets 530 ft 830 Sunday 4L0Q 
ALL SEATS 1/2 PRICE f=RI 530 PERF 
8Bi ELECTRffYBtG YEAR 

N»bia}am'HrVtr#«i 


VAUDEVILLE 0171636 9987 (re 
bfcgtee] cc 4200000 (bkg fee) 
“FRESH, BRAVE ft FUNNY” 
Telegraph 

Tha New Msh HR Conwdjrt 

WOMEN ON 
THE VERGE OF 
mr 

by Marts Joneg 

THE SPBirr OF SHHLEY 
VALENTII« LIVES ON" G* 
Mo^Sa at 7 45pm, T)u ft Sri a 3fm 

MUST END 3 MAY 


VICTORIA PALACE 
01718341317 
In a wortd of prMege a ioro 
Ihri broke altaenies 

ALWAYS 

AIEWIMISICAL 

Pafarmances From 20 M» 
MahSriri730pm 
Wed-SrimabrilOOnm 
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WYNDHAMS 389173M44 4444 
ffiST COMEDY 
Ev« Standard Awards 
BEST COMEDY 
Laurence OHirter Awards 

“ART 

A new play by Yasntaa Rsza 
Trans by Cfetstoptier Hampton 
"Ry.wriroorakriaiaaltoeet 
B” New Yorit Ernes 
Eves8.MrisYfed3ftSa5 
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THE TIMES FRIDAY APRIL 25 1997 


Law Report April 251997 


House of Lords 


Hou se of Lords __ 

No nuisance in TV signal interference 


Hunier and Others v Canary 
Wharf Ltd 

Hunter and Others v London 
Docklands Development 
Corporation 

Before Lord Goff of Chieveley. 
Lord Lloyd of Berwick, Lord 
Hoffmann, Lord Cooke of 
Thomdon and Lord Hope of 
Craighead 
1 Speeches April 24J 
A landowner was. generally, en¬ 
titled to build on his land as he 
wished and. accordingly, would 
not be liable in nuisance because a 
large building he had erected had 
interfered with television recep¬ 
tion. 

An action in private nuisance 
could generally only be brought by 
a person with an interest in the 
land and persons with no propri¬ 
etary interest with whom house¬ 
holders shared their homes, 
including wives, husbands, part¬ 
ners. children and other relatives, 
could not sue. 

The House of Lords. Lord COoke 
dissenting on the second issue, 
dismissed an appeal by the plain¬ 
tiffs. originally Parriria Hunter 
and 689 others, and allowed a 
cross-appeal by the defendants. 
Canary Wharf Lid. in the first 
action and an appeal by the 
defendants, London Docklands 
Development Corporation, in the 
second action from rhe Court of 
.Appeal (Lord Justice Neill. Lord 
Justice Waite and Lord Justice Pill) 


(The Times October 13.1995: (1996J 
2 WLR 348). who bad reversed 
rulings on preliminary issues by 
Judge Richard Havery. QC. sitting 
on official referees' business, on 
September 5.1994. 

Lord Irvine of Lairg. QC. Mr 
Philip Havers, QC and Mr Daniel 
Stilirz for both defendants; Mr 
Dank! Brennan. QC. Mr Charles 
Pugh and Miss Sarah Moor for the 
plaintiffs. 

LORD GOFF said that the 
plaintiffs in the first action claimed 
that the interference with their 
television reception had beat 
caused by the construction of the 
Canary Wharf Tower on land 
developed by the defendants. The 
tower was nearly 250 metres high 
and over 50 metres square. 

The plaintiffs, who lived at the 
material time in an area on the Isle 
of Dogs called the shadow area, 
said that, because of its size and the 
metal in its surface, it had caused 
interference with the signals front 
the BBC transmitter at Crystal 
Palace. A relay transminer had 
subsequently been built to over¬ 
come the problem. 

In the second action, the plain¬ 
tiffs. residents in the aff ected area, 
claimed damages in respect of 
damage causal by what ihey 
claimed to be an excessive amount 
of dust created by the construction 
by the defendants of the Lime- 
house Link Road. 

That interference with television 
reception might in appropriate 


circumstances be protected by the 
law of nuisance had been rec¬ 
ognised in Canada, in Nor-Video 
Services Ltd v Ontario Hydro 
((1978) 84 DLR (3d) 221.231). 

There was, however, a more 
formidable obstacle to the plain¬ 
tiffs’ claim. Their complaint rested 
simply on the presence of the 
defendants’ building. As a general 
rule, a man was entitled to buikl on 
his own land, although nowadays 
subject to planning control. 

Moreover, as a general rule that 

right was not restricted by the fact 
that the presence of the building 
might of itself interfere with his 
neighbour's enjoyment of his land. 

It might spoil his view, and in the 
absence or an easement it might 
restrict the Dow of air or take away 
light. 

For an (tetion in private nuisanw 
to lie in respect of interference with 
enjoyment of land it would gen¬ 
erally arise from something 
emanating from the defendant's 
land: noise, din. fumes, smell, 
vibrations and suchlike, or the 
deflection of sunlight so as to cause 
a dazzling glare: Bank of New 
• Zealand v Greenwood QI984] l 
NZLR525). 

The mere fact that a building mi 
the defendant’s land got in the way 
and so prevented something from 
reaching the piainrifTs land was, 
generally speaking, not enou gh. 

His Lordship therefore agreed 
with the Court of Appeal that no 


action lay in private nuisance for 
interference with television caused 
by the mere presence of a building. 

Subject to one exception, namely 
that a person who was in exclusive 
possession of land could sue even 
though he could not prove tide to it 
(Foster v Warbtington UDC 
ni906| 1 KB MS), it had for many 
years been regarded as settled law 
that a person who had no right m 
the land could not sue in private 
nuisance: Malone v Laskey Q19Q7] 

2 KB 141). , 

Recently, however, the Court of 
Appeal had departed from that 
line of authority in Khorasandjian 
v Bush a 1993| QB 727). where, by a 
majority, it had held that the 
plaintiff had been entitled to 
invoke the tort of private nuisance 
to obtain an injunction restraining 
the defendant from making 
harassing telephone calls to her at 
her'parents* home. 

The question was whether their 
Lordships should be persuaded to 
depart from established principle 
and recognise a right to sue m 


lUUi iwwpi—- — -~wr .. -, . 

private nuisance in persons wno opinions, 
were no more than mere licensees - 
on the land. 

Any such departure faced the 
problem of defining the category of 
persons who would have the ngni 
to sue. . 

The Court of Appeal m the 
present case had adapted the not 
easily identifiable category of those 
who had a “substantial link with 


the land, regarding a person who 
occupied the premises “as a'home 
as having a sufficient nnk for that 
purpose. , 

But who was to be included m 
that category? H was plainly 
intended to indude husbands ana 
wives, or partners, and their 
children, and even other relatives. 
Bui was it also to indude a lodger, 
or an au pair girl or resident 
nurse? . 

In any event, the extension of the 
ion in that way would transform it 
from a tort to land into a tort to me 

person, in which damages couMbe 

recovered in respect of something 
less serious than personal injury 
and the criteria for liability were 
founded not on negligence but on 
striking a balance between the 
interests of neighbours m theuse 
oT their land. That was not an 
acceptable way to develop the law. 

Khorasandjian v Bush must be 
overruled in so far as it held that a 
mere licensee could sue in private 
nuisance. 

Lord Lloyd. Lord Hoffmann and 
Lord Hope delivered concurring 


Striking out case brought 
in abuse of process 


Grovit and Others v Doctor 

and Others 

Before Lord Goff 

Lord Woolf. Lord Nicholls of 

Birkenhead. Lord Steyn and Lord 

Clyde 

[Speeches April 241 
The commencement and “n® 1 ": 
anon of litigation which a pfamtin 
had no intention of bringing to a 
conclusion amid amount to nn 
abuse of process. Where that 
applied, the party arainst whom 
die proceedings were brought was 
entitled to to apply to have the 
action struck out and if justice so 
required, which would frequency 
be the case, the courts would 
dismiss the action. 

The evidence relied on to estab¬ 
lish the abuse of process mild be 
the plaintiff's inactivity. Trie ante 
evidence would then no doubt be 
capable of supporting an appnea- 
tioD to dismiss for want of prosecu- 


LORD COOKE said that 
occupation of the property as a 
home was 10 him an acceptable 
criterion for entitlement to sue in 
private nuisance. 

ft was consistent also wtth 
international standards. 

Solid tors: Leigh Day & Cb; 
Ashurst Morris Crisp. 


of process, 
necessary 


Broad approach to construing 
insurance policy 


Bank must rebut 
wife’s challenge 


Sargent v GRE (UK) Ltd 
Before Lord Justice Leggatt. Lord 
Justice Thorpe and Lord Justice 
Mummery 
[Judgment April 16| 

Where, in a claim under a persona] 
accident insurance policy, die rele¬ 
vant provision was unclear, a 
broader approach to the construc¬ 
tion of n commercial document 
was appropriate, embracing 
consideration of the policy as a 
whole, its context, scheme and 
surrounding circumstances. _ 
Accordingly, where the daim 
was for a specified sum under a 
clause in the policy for “permanent 
total disablement from attending 
to any occupation", the claimant, 
who was permanently disabled 
from attending to the occupation 
he followed at the time his dis¬ 
abling injury occurred and dimng 
the period of cover, was entitled to 

such sum. , l 1 j 

The Court of Appeal so held 

allowing the appeal of the plaintiff. 

Christopher David 
against the judgment of Judge 
Michael Evans. QC. who on 
September 5. 1995. ^ HavrriOTd- 
west County Court had dismissed 
his daim for £10.000 pursuant Jo 
his personal accident poky with 
the defendant. GRE (UK) Ltd- 
following an accident on the tom- 
ball field in November 1991 which 
resulted in amputation ot tne 
plaintiffs right index fin^r and 
permanent disablement from am 
Sluing his occupation as a diy line 
jointer. 

Mr Richard 

plaintiff; Mr Anthony Reddiford 
for the defendant 

LORD JUSTICE MUMMERY 
said that the plaintiff took out the 
policy while serving as a corporal 


in the Royal Corps of TnuwporL 
His accident occurred after he ten 
die Army in June 1991 and began 
employment as a dry line jointer, a 
semi-skilled occupation involving 
cutting and fixing plaster boards 
which were then cemented to walls 
or nailed to partitions and ceilings. 

The judge concluded that the 
claused ordinary meaning was 
that the benefit was to be paid out 
in the event that he could not carry 
on any occupation at all, and he 
rejected as contrary to the object of 
die policy and as absurd, the 
plaintiff's contention that, for the 
daim to payment under the policy; 
h was irrelevant that he could 
carry cm other occupations. 

His lordship said that it was not 
particularly illuminating and 
might be misleading to adopt the 
dictionary approach to the ques¬ 
tion of construction by simply 
asking what the words ‘any 
occupation" meant. Nor w^ 1 ' 
normally permissible to add words 
to the relevant provision, for 
example, “any occupation at all". 

The relevant provision tn the 
present policy was undean The 
purely linguistic approach ^ 
construction produced two 
conflicting positions. Die plainnn 
contended that if there wasjmy 
occupation he was.unable to cany 
on because of the injury he was 
entitled to the E 10 . 000 ; the defen¬ 
dant argued that if there was any 
occupation which he coul V i! Pf 1 ' 

form then he was not so entitled. 

A broader approach to cunsrruc- 
tkm was appropriate. .whiOi 
should help to bring into sharper 
focus the object of the undear 


^^Havfog considered the policy 
and the relevant terms and con¬ 
ditions. his Lordship said that it 


was important to bear in mind that 
the policy was primarily tailored to 
fit serving members of the Armed 

^The table listing the benefits 
drew a distinction between an 
occupation in the Armed Forces 
and the occupation of a person 
who was not a member of tne 
Armed Forces. 

The sum of EI0.000 was payable 
to a member of the Armed Forces 
who had permanent total disable¬ 
ment “from following own or 
alternative occupation m HM 
Forces necessitating medical dis¬ 
charge from [the] Forces". The sum 
was payable even though the 
insured was not permanently dis¬ 
abled from following other occupa¬ 
tions outside the Armed Forces. 

Hie relevant provision for the 

person not a member of the Armed 

Forces drew no distinction be¬ 
tween ‘own or alternative occupa¬ 
tion". He was entitled 10 pay™^ 
ff he was permanently disabled 
-from attending to any occupa¬ 
tion". that is. any occupation 
outside the Armed Forces. 

An “alternative occupation was 

not caught by “*2 

occupation" which had to be 
limited in its context to an> 
relevant occupation. 

The plaintiff, no longer a mem¬ 
ber of the Army, was thus entitled 
10 payment as he was penranerdy 
disabled from attending 10 nis 
occupation as a dry liner. It was 
not relevant to inquire whether tie 
was also disabled from attending 
10 an alternative occupation. 

Lord Justice Thorpe agreed and 
Lord Justice Leggatt gave a concur¬ 
ring judgment 

Solicitors: Bissmire Fudge & Co. 
Haverfordwest Salisbury Hill. 
Bristol. 


Third party must notify witness 
of request for statement 


British and Commonwealth 

Holdings pic fn Admu^ 

don) v Bardays de Zode 
Wedd Ltd and Others 
In re Atlantic Computers pic 
(in Administration) 

A third pony wishing to apply for 
disdosure to him of any wtme« 

statement given to iru 2* c 2If *5 
pointed 10 investigate the 
an insolvent company undo- sec¬ 
tion 432(2) of the Companies Act 
1985 must first fell the witness- 
Mr Justice Robert Walker so 
stared in the Cfoancery Dnosion on 
March 26 when hearing an 
ampliation by the admimstraiors 


of Atlantic Computers pic seeking 
disclosure of 54 witness 
taken by inspectors of the Depart 
mem of Trade and indjny m- 
vestigating the collapse of British 
and Commonwealth Holdings pic 
and applications by the admin¬ 
istrators of BCH and others m 
actions brought by 
Barclays de Zoeie Wedd Ud. 
Atlantic and others on vdieth^ 
certain statements in those admin 
istraiors - possession were privi¬ 
leged from production under 
Order 24 of die Rules of _ the 
Supreme Court on the grounds of 
public interest 
confidentiality. 


immunity 


HIS LORDSHIP said that the 
relatively advanced stage of the 
litigation made it inappropriate to 
make anv special order outside the 
normal processes of disowny “£} 
he would set aside the order lor 
disclosure of edited mansen pis ,0 
BZW witnesses and order that 
edited transcripts of BCH wn 

nesses should not be disclosed. 

However, he had 
suaded that Atlantic was entitled 
as against BCH. to obtain what 
might be important evidence as to 
what its own chief executive had 
been saying on ns k** 1 ! 
rhe period of its acquisioon by 

BCH. 


Barclays Bank pic v Booller 
and Another 

Before lord Justice Leggatt, Lord 
Justice Mummery and Sir Brian 
Neill 

[Judgment April 23| 

Where m a possession action by a 
hank as mortgagee of freehold 
property the wife counterdaimed 
that her half share of the property 

was free of the bank’s legal charge. 

the bank as creditor had me 
burden of proving, in reply to the 
wife’s challenge, that it had no 
constructive notice of the matters 
she relied on in support of her 
challenge. 

The Court of Appeal so held inia 
reserved judgment allowing the 
interlocutory appeal of the se cond 
defendant wife. Julie Boulter, from 
a ruling of Judge Simmons m 
Luton County Court on September 
18. 1996. that it was necessary for 
the wife to plead constructive 
notice by the bank. 

The ruling was made at the start 

of an action by the plaintiff, 
Barclays Bank pic. for possession 
of a freehold registered property. *> 
Little Potters. Bushey. Hertford¬ 
shire. jointly owned by the hu* 
band. Victor John Boulter, and his 
wife. 

Mr Christopher Coney for the 
wife; Mr Michael Sullivan for the 
bank; die husband did not appear 
and was not represented. 

LORD JUSTICE MUMMERY 
said that the point in the present 
case was important in claims 
founded on the decision of the 
House of Lords in Barclays Bank 
plcvCTBrien Q1994J 1 AC 180.198- 
199)* 

In 1979 the husband and wife 
executed a legal charge 0 ^ 
property in the bank* favour The 
husband did not comply with the 
bank's demand for payment 01 
moneys awed. The husband and 
wife refused 10 agree to a sale or 10 
vacate the property. 

In the bank's action lor pos¬ 
session. the wife served a separate 
defence from the husband and 
counterclaimed for a half share of 
the property free of its legal charge- 
His Lordship said that Mr 
Conev’s case was that the wife had 
pleaded all the relevant facts 
entitling her 10 

bank was fixed with constructive 

notice of her right to have the 
charge set aside. 

Those included admission mat 
she signed the charge. parocuUuj 
in support of her daim that her 
husband made a mnaprowjO; 
lion 10 her on which she iritedm 
signing the charge, that she signed 
believing the charge secured the 


property only to the amount bor¬ 
rowed in order to purdiase the 
propertv and no more, and that the 
meaning and effect of the charge 
were not explained. 

He further contended thal the 
legal consequences of material 
facts did not have to be pleaded, 
and that, if established by evi¬ 
dence. fixed the bank wuh 
constructive notice. Nor had 
constructive notice been expressly 
pleaded in the O’Brien case. 

His Lordship said that proce¬ 
dure and practice requued all 
material facts should bepieaded. 

In general, only facts should be 
pleaded, not evidence relied on to 
prove them, not points of law and 
not argument- 

The wife was entitled on tne 
basis of the fads already pleaded 
to argue the issue of constructive 
notice. It was unnecessary for her 
to add another paragraph ex¬ 
pressly alleging it 
The speech of Lord Broume- 
Wflkinsan in O’Brien (at ppl91. 
195-196) supported the view flat 
the same approach to plading and 

proof of constructive notMeapphro 

to the O'Brien type oftaseas in the 
standard case of ** bona fide 
purchaser for value of die legal 
estate without notice or an equi¬ 
table estate or interest: see also 
Meagher Gummow and Lehane. 
Equity- Doctrines and Remedies 
{3rd edition (1992) pp257-2S9). 

Thus it was for the bank or other 

creditor to prove, and to plod it 
did not have constructive notice. 

The bank might contend it was 
not fixed with such notice because 
ii) in the circumstances, there was 

Uhing roput Honinqvti^ ^ to 

the potential existence of the daim. 
and fli) if there was. it ux* 
reasonable steps necessary to 
avoid being fixed with such nonce. 

Both being put on inquiry and 
taking reasonable steps were as¬ 
pects of constructive noace. 

^ His Lordship rejected the bank’s 

submission that the bunle " 
proof and the pleading was spbL 
and h was for the wife to pteadlhe 
bank was put on inquiry and mat 
then, and only then, was it for tne 
bank to plead it wok reasonable 
steps to avoid being fixed with 

^His Lordship added that in cases 
like O'Brien it was irrelevant 
whether the land was registered or 
unregistered: the question was 
whether the creditor had aoual or 
constructive notice of the facts on 
which the equity to set a*** 5 
transaction was founded. 

Lord Justice Leggait and Sir 
Brian Neill agreed. 

Solicitors: Comptons. Gunden 
Town; Teacher Stem Selby. 


However, if there was an abuse 
, H was not strictly 
to establish want of 
prosecution under either of the 
limbs identified by Lord Diplockm 
Birterr v James (119781 AC 297). 
Once a conclusion was reached 
lhat the reason for the delay was 
one which involved abusing the 
process of the court in maintaining 
proceedings when there was no 
intention of carrying the case to 
trial the court was entitled to 

dismiss the proceedings. 

The House of Lords so held in 
dismissing an appeal by mot 
Farced Ismail Grovit, from the 
dismissal of his appeal by the 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Gfidewell and Lord Justice Evans) 
on October 28, 1993. from a 
decision of Mr John Crowley, QC, 
sitting as a deputy High Court 
judge! on October 30.1992. that the 
writ and statement of claim tn rus 
action for libel should be struck out 

for want of prosecution. 

Mr Isaac Jacob and Mr Martin 
Young for Mr GroviU the respon¬ 
dents were not represented. 

lord WOOLF said that the 
approach which was adopted by 
courts an an application to dismiss 
an action for want of prosecution 
was set out by Lord Diptock in 
Birkett v James (at p3l8FO): 

“The power should be exercised 
only where the court is satisfied 
either flj that the default has been 
intentional and contumelious, eg 
disobedience m a peremptoiy 
older of the court or conduct 
amounting to an abuse of process 
or the court or (2)(a) that there has 
been inordinate and inexcusable 


delay cm the part of rhe plaintiff or 
his lawyers, and (b) tiiat such delay 
will give rise to a substantial risk 
thal it is not possible to have a fair 
trial of the issues in the action or is 
such as is likely 10 cause or to have 
caused serious prejudice to the 
defendants either as between 
themselves and the plaintiff or 
between each other or between 
them and a third party." 

Counsel for the appeflant had 
identified the primary issue in be 
determined as being; 

“Can inexcusable and inordinate 
delay (if stigmatised as an abuse of 
process) constitute, or be treated as 
prejudice without the need for the 
defendant to show actual prejudice 
or a substantial risk that a fair trial 
would be impossible? Alternatively 
is it permissible to take elements 
which might (but are not sufficient 
on their own to) amount to a 
ground for striking out for an 
abuse of process, combine them 
with delay and treat the combina¬ 
tion as an additional and hybrid 
ground for striking out?” 

Mr Jacob submitted that the 
appeal raised lhat issue because 
theconduct by the plaintiff of 
which complaint was made was 
insufficient by itself 10 amount to 
an abuse or the process of the court 
so as to satisfy principle (l). 

Furthermore principle (2) was 
not satisfied since, although 11 was 
accepted that there had been 
inordinate and inexcusable delay, 
there had been no serious prej¬ 
udice :o the respondents. 

Although principle (!) luu«» 
abuse of process with delay which 
was intentional and conrumebous. 
the prevention of abuse of process 
had by itself long been a ground 
for the courts striking wt or 
staying actions by virtue of their 
inherent jurisdiction irrespective 
or the question of delay and Lord 
Dinlock’5 statement of the prin¬ 
ciple did not affect that separate 
ground Tor striking out or staying 

^T^rret^iremeni laid down by 
the second principle that the delay 
had to cause serious prejudice to 
the defendants had been the sub¬ 
ject of criticism. 

Those criticisms were consid¬ 
ered by Lord Griffiths in Depart¬ 
ment of Transport v Ch ris Smaller 
Transport Ltd ([19891 AL 1197. 
1204-1205). The period which had 
since Lord Griffiths 


been to introduce the automatic 
strikeout under Order 17. rule 11(9) 
of the County Court Rules. 

However, that had proved to be 

a crude remedy the effects of which 

bad oot been wholly beneficial. It 
had funded an industry of satellite 
litigation. 

Furthermore, there was now- on 
the horizon the introduction ot the 
son of process of reform to the 
rules of procedure which Uird 
Griffiths thought was required. 

In that situation it was at least 
open to question whether 11 was 
not preferable to await the out¬ 
come of the impiemen 1 anon of the 
new rules before making a 
substantial inroad on the prin¬ 
ciples endorsed by Lord Dipkxrk in 
Birketrv James. 

Courts should bv case manage¬ 
ment prevent the delay happening. 
If delays did happen they could 
the court with wider 
to mitigate the 


provide 

powers 


elapsed 

speech had not seen any improve¬ 
ment in the problems caused by 
the delay in the conduct of avil 
proceedings. " 

In the county court, a response to 

the corrosive effect of delay had 


consequences. ... - 

In the meantime, both the court 
and defendants had the means 10 
achieve greater control over delay. 
Defendants did not need to wait 
until there had been inordinate 
delay before applying for peremp¬ 
toiy orders. although they were 
under no obligation 10 do that. 

The courts should more readily 
make “unless orders": that is, 
orders thal an action should be 
struck nut unless certain steps 
were taken at certain times. 

The advantage of such an order 
was that ii placed the onus on the 
plaintiff to justify the action being 
allowed 10 continue, whereas in tin. 
case of an application to.strike out 
the onus was on the defendant to 
show the action should be struck 

0U Havmg set out ‘he conieM m 
which the main issue identified by 
Mr Jacob had to be considered Ws 
Lordship turned to the fads. 

Having considered the factual 
background, his Lordship, was 
satisfied that both the deputy judge 
and the Court of Appeal were 
entitled to come to the conclusion 
which they did as to the reason for 
the appellant inactivity over two 
yeam. Thai conduct constituted an 
abuse of process. 

The 1 courts existed to enable 
parties to have their disputes 
Solved. To commence and con¬ 
tinue litigation which one had no 
intention to bring to conclusion 
could amount to an abuse of 
process. 

Lord Goff, Lord Nicholls. Lord 
Steyn and Lord Clyde agreed. 
Solicitors: Fladgate Fielder. 


Appeal tribunal interfered 
impermissibly 


The Post Office v Ixwis 

Before Lord Justice Sruart-Smilh. 
Lord Justice Henry and Lord 
Justice Aldous 
[Judgment April 22j 
When the derision of an industrial 
tribunal was neither perverse nor 
contained an error of law it was 
impermissible for the Empfoy- 
ment Appeal Tribunal to mtnfere 
on the ground that the industrial 
tribunal had failed to refer in its 
derision to the main plank of the 
applicant's defence. 

The Court of Appeal w held 
when allowing an appeal by tne 
employer, the Post Office. 
a derision dated February 22,1996 
of the Employment Appeal ln- 
burral iMr Justice Butter, Mrs 1 . 
A. Marsland and Mr B. M. 
Warman) who had allowed an 
appeal by A* applicant. Delroy 
Patrick Lewis, from a decision 
dated October 25.1994 of a London 
industrial tribunal. 

Miss Joanna Heal for die Prat 
Office; Mr Michael Kay for the 
applicant 

LORD JUSTICE HENRY said 
that 59 hems of mail destined lor a 
block of flats in Tooting, south 
London, were found in a fener box 
in Tooting on October 5.1993 
The evidence was that they 
should not have been there 
because they had already been 
through the sorting process. The 
likelihood was that they repre¬ 


sented one day’s delivery and the 
applicant was the object of sus¬ 
picion since he was die only 
postman on that round that day. 

He denied the charge of wilfully 
delaying delivery of the 
an internal inquiry the Post Office 
dismissed the applicant. 

The industrial tribunal found 
that the decision to dismiss was 
unfair due to insufficient investiga¬ 
tion but concluded that even if the 
Post Office had investigated more 
thoroughly it would stffi ™* 
dismissed the applicant and tajed 
fairly in doing so, and that on a 
balance of probability he had 
wilfully delayed delivery. It ruled 
that his conduct was blameworthy 
so that it would not be just and 
equitable to make any award or 
order reinstatement. 


The Employment Appal Tri¬ 
bunal allowed the applicant* ap¬ 
peal and remined the rase for 
rehearing on the ground that the 
industrial tribunal’s dectswn was 
seriously flawed by omitting to 
dal specifically with the main 
plank of the applicant’s defence. 

His Lordship said the industrial 
tribunal had not found it necessary 
to resolve the main plank issue 
because .of the weight it gave 10 
another matter. The weight to be 
niven to evidence was for the 
tribunal of Tact and the appeal 
tribunal had interfered 
impermissibly. 

Lord Justice Smart-Smith and 
Lord Justice Aldous agreed. 

Solicitors: Mr R- Q. Williams. 
Croydon: Simpson Millar. 
Southwark- 
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Treaty, in P* 10 ^' ^Kooweta.- ^^^'Sriude from the 
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of December 'V_ nrario n of the 

principle ot . patters of 

men and \cfm Lb p24). 

sodal security *^ g^my 

Section 3? of .. provided 

Act 1975. as amended. P under 

that a » imali*ty 

SMSTtoV any to - 
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reft,=u *• 

^‘■^stoncr tonedj* 

i.-mpnt of arrears of allowance- 


,h e claimant’s claiin fer interest cm 
those arrears, on the ground dw* 
English law did noi pnwtejj 
payment of interest on social 

security payments. 

(n proceedings in which the 
claimant contested dint deasion. 
the Divisional Court referred the 
question whether Cnmmuniqrfaw 
entitled the claimant to interest in 

the circumstances. 

Article 6 of Directive -9/7 pro¬ 
vides: "Member states shall in¬ 
troduce into their nauonal legal 
systems such measures as are 
SSSaty to enable all persons 
who consider themselves w-rong^ 

bv failure to apply the pnnapfeof 
equal treatment to pursue Jheir 
claims by judicial process... 

In its judgment the court 01 

JU The claimant's first submission 
was that there was a right to 
interest derived from article b ot 

te *2"3& on Case GJMI 

Marshall v Southampton and 
South West Hampshire Area 

Health Authority {Teaching! (No 

7i (The Times ASugust 4. 1993. 
[19041 QB 12b; 119031 ECR 1-4367). 

LterLii was held tat m,cfc 6 0 

Council Directive 76/207/EEC of 
February 9. 1976 on equal treat¬ 
ment for men and women in 
Sere of employment (OJ 1976 
139 p40) meant that reparation or 
loss and damage sustained as a 
result of discriminatory dismissal 
could not be limited by excluding 
an award of interest locotnpenaie 
for loss sustained unol the capital 
sum awarded was actually paid. 
The claimant pom led out that 
wording of article 6 of 


practically identical and that both 
directives pursued the same objec¬ 
tive, real equality of ireaunoit for 
men and women, and argurf 
consequently, article 0 of bom 
directives should be interpreted m 
the same way. . 

That interpretation could not be 


the 


adopted. , • 

As the Court had observed m 
paragraph 31 of the judgment tn 
Mamhati. in a case of loss and 
damage sustained as a nesuh o 
discriminatory dismissal, full 

compensation for ^ 'ras and 
damage sustained could not leave 
out of account factors suchas trie 
effluxion of time which might in 
fact reduce its value. 

The award of interest, in ac¬ 
cordance with the applicable nat¬ 
ional rules, must therefore be 
regarded as an essential comp> 
non of compensation for me 
purposes of restoring real equality 

° f BycorvteasL the present pn««F 
ings concerned social 
benefits paid by the ™mgt«i 
bodies which must in pa™**"": 
examine whether the conditions 
laid down in the relevant tegisla 

don were fulfilled. 

The amounts paid m no y 

constituted reparation for w®* 
damage sustained and the rrasonr 

mg m Marshall could not be 
applied to such a situation- 

"Lorfinely. to tyjoW 

interest on arrears of benenu 
could not be regarded as an 

essential eomponeni 'rf 
referred 10 in arnde b of Directive 

^The claimant submitted, second. 


from the principle 
liable for breach of Community 
lsw. 

The claimant argued that the 
United Kingdom had not properly 
Directive 79/7 into 
national law and that, by reason of 
inflation, she had suffered toss cm 
account of the belated payment of 
benefit to which she was 


fhc ■ w -----— x 

entitled, for which she should be 
compensated. 

As the court had held in the tow 
of case law from Joined Cases u-o 
and 9/90 Francomch v Italian 
Republic {The Times November 
5)fl99l; [19951 ICR 722; 

1-5357) to Joined ^ £l™and 
179/94 and u-lBS-ivu/ ** 
Dillenkofer v Federal RqwMic jjf 
_ rruc Times October 14. 


Germany (The Times October 
1996; [1997[ 2 WLR 2S3), the 
principle chat the stale was Lab e 
for loss and damage caused to 
individuals as a result of breaches 
of Community law for which the 
state could be held hable was 
inherent in the system of the 

TT Tfre state’s obligation to make 
reparation for such loss wrf.dwn- 
aeewas subject to ffilWCOtrfiDOns 

(i) the rule of law infringed must 
be intended 10 confer rights on 

individuals; , 

(ii) the breach .must be sui 

fidendY serious, and 

(iii) there must be a direct causal 

link between the breach of the 
obligation resting on the state and 
the damage sustained by me 
injured parties. _ . 

Those conditions were to w 
applied according io eadi type of 
situation: see Dillenkofer (para- 


rutm „ . .. right 

reparation was founded directly on 
Community law where the three 
conditions were fulfilled, the nat¬ 
ional law on liability prodded me 
framework within which the state 
must make reparation, provided 
that the conditions laid down by 
national law relating to rectum 
of loss and damage were not less 
favourable than those relanng fe 
similar domestic claims and were 
not framed so as to make it 
virtually impossible or excessively 
difficult to obtain reparation. 

It was for die Divisional Court to 
assess, in the light of the farewtng. 
whether in the context of toe 
dispute before It and of dte 
national procedure, ^ cJam'am 
was entitled to reparation for tne 
loss she claimed to tave suffered 
as a result of breach of Community 
law by the United Kingdom, and.- 
if appropriate, to determine the 
amount of such reparation. 

On those grounds the Court 

"Article bof Direetwe79/7 did not 
require that an individual should 
be able to obtain interest on 
amars of a social security benefit 
such as invalid care allowance, 
when the delay in payment of die 
benefit was the of 

discrimination prohibited by the 
directive. 

However, a member state was 
required 10 make reparation Tor 
the loss and damage caraed to an 
individual as a result of the breadi 
of Community law. Where the 
conditions for state liability were 
fulfilled, it was for the national 
court to apply ‘bat principle. 
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INDEPENDENT EDUCATION 


FAX. 

0171 782 7899 


Hordle Walhampton School 

LYMINGTON, HAMPSHIRE 

Tha nwrflfid WSJhanipwn and Hwdte House Scftoota from 
1 September 1997 

“We seek the good in the young 
and aim to educate the whole chfld” 

Co-Educational Preparatory Boarding & Day 
2-13 years 



OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 10 May 1997 -10.00 am 

Meet the Principal Elect and the Staff 
See the School at work 

Please telephone the School Secretary on 

01590-672013 for further information 

HonS. Watrampton School That adsb Id provide a qudy 
BonnXng & Day oducaton tot b oya a gir t* »gad 2-13 yre 
Chatty Nunber 30/330 


Cobham Hall 



OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY 10 MAY 1997 
9.30am to 12.30pm 

THE ROirTE TO SUCCESS FOR GIRLS 11 TO 18 YEARS OLD 
SEE the School in action 

TALK to the stfliT and girts about success at GCSE and A Level 


100% of leavers to University/College 
100% pass rale in 16 A Level subjects 


• NEW Assisted Places at 11+. 13+ & Sixth Form 

• LOWER SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS (Ages 11+. I2+. 13+) 

• SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS 

9 Exciting after school and weekend activities 

• Sum Hampshire Dyslexia Centre 

• School Fee Advice 

Jain ur hr coffee - alow 1% bon for (id escorted compos (Hr 

dose to the M25 & M20 - adjacent la the MU A2 
Be t w e e n Rochester A C m e ta d 

For further Information amlait: 

Sally Ferrers, The Registrar. Cobtum Han. Cobham. Kent DA 12 3BL 
Telephone: 01474 82431W823J71 Fax: 01474 822993/0171 


ABERLOUR HOUSE 

PREPARA TORY SCHOOL 

A TIME TO THINK 
ABOUT 

THEIR FUTURE 


Home from home 
in a happy purposeful 
atmoshphere 

The School is set overlooking the river 
Spey in the grandeur of the Scoitlish 
Highlands. Interested parents who 
would like their children aged 8-13 to 
be educated in this unique and 
beautiful setting are asked to contact: 

The Headmaster, Abertonr House 
Aberlour, Banffshire AB38 9JLJ 
Tel: 01340 871267 Pax: 01340 871238 


Abrricw Htmtf if a nwiimanul boarding 4 dag school with 
cMiMr staaa founded saleh for educational parpom 


St George‘s School 
Windsor Castle 


IA.P.S. 



C.S.A 


A Preparatory Day and Boarding School for 
Girls and Boys 3-13 

• Boinfing lot Boym H - 13 yem) 

• Boys Cborisiea ring m St George's Cbapd 

• Qoe of the lop dwerechnols in the canary 

• Set in the Chapter Cudenx and Home Put 

• Pmpace Ball Nmwy and Plc-Picptisiwy O^aiuim 

• EjuensJve Spans field 

• Wdi apnppcd Oymnamn 

• Indoor Axil 

§ High acadanic and musical record of achievement with 
schotanfrips in top independent Khoola. 

OPEN MORNINGS 
Saturday 3rd May, 1997 
10.00 aura. -1.00 p.m. 

For more information 
The Head Master 
The Revd. Roger Maish 
Si George', School 
Windsor Cattle 
Berkshire. SL4 1QF 
ToL 01753 B6SS53 
Fax. 01733 842093 


THE PILGRIMS’ SCHOOL 
WINCHESTER 



Boys* Preparatory School (IAPS) for 
Boarders, Weekly Boarders and Dayboys. 
The School has a strong academic record and 
there are exceptional facilities for music. 
Boys are prepared for the Common Entrance 
Examination and Scholarships to senior 
independent schools, with a high proportion 
going to Winchester College. The School Is 
situated in beandfal buildings in the 
Cathedral Close, with adjacent playing Gelds 
In the grounds of WoWesey Palace. For 
further information, please contact The 
Headmaster, The Pilgrims’ School, 
Winchester, Hampshire, S023 9LT. 
Telephone: 01962 854189. 

The Pilgrim' School in a reg is tered charity 
(No.307337) which exists to provide high quality 
education to hoys aged 8 to 13. 




Imagine singing and 
travelling the world in .. 


"On* of the worttfe feeding ehoirm" 

The Times 

And being educated at... 


“An utterly wonderful Prep School" 

The Good Schools Guide 

St John's College offers Choristerships 
covering more than two thirds of the 
boarding and tuition fees to boys from 
age7+. 

If you would like to discuss your 
particular circumstances, contact The 
Registrar, Mrs Mary Ryaroft, St John's 
College School, 63, Grange Road, 
Cambridge, CB3 9AA or telephone on 
(01223) 353652 for further details. 
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MAI.DON COURT 

SCHOOL 

(UJJS and LS.I.S.) 

Accredited by I-SJ.C. 1994 
Joint Principals: 

Anne & Tony Sutton 
Headmaster: A.G. Webb, B-Ed, 

We are a co-educational day school for children from 4 
to 11 years old, preparing them for independent school 
entrances, the Eleven-Plus and the National Curriculum. 
High academic and behaviour standards. 

1 jmJ ns one of 29 lop prepara tory schools in the 
Sunday Times Good Prim ly and Preparatory Schqflk 
Guide 1996 

The School is situated in a delightful and attractive 
setting. It has a reputation for a warm and friendly 
atmosphere. 

Brochure available from the School upon request. 

Mai don Court School, Silver Street, 
Maldou, Essex, CM9 4QE 
Fax/Telephone: (01621) 853529 


There is such a thing as a 

'free lunch'... 

AT G0RD0NST0UN 
SCHOOL 

...there is also a 

'free weekend’ 

for vour children 


Over ihe weekend of 29th - 31st August 1997 
we invite you to send any of your children planning 
senior school at 13+ in September I99S or 1999 to 
spend a weekend with us aqd sample the 
Gordoustouu Experience. Parents will also be 
welcome to visit and lour the School - why not make 
it a family weekend? 

For fell details please contact: 

The Headmaster. Gordonstoun School Elgin Many IVW 2RF 
Tel: 01343 830445 Fax: 01343 830651 
E-mail jdthomasSarmplc-co.nk_ 
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INDEPENDENT EDUCATION 


HELPLINE 
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' A wider tangs of A Level subjects ' 
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01233 820797 


UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTMENTS 


SECRETARY & REGISTRAR 

Canterbury £50k plus 

Following the appointment of Or Timothy Mead as the Registrary of 
the University of Cambridge we now need a successor from 
September this year to make a full contribution to the future 
direction, operation and development of the University. 

As a key member of the University 1 Management Team you will be 
accountable for all academic administration and the provision of core 
services eg Estates and Buildings, Residential Services, Personnel. 

You will also act as Secretary to Court, Council, Senate and other 
Committees. The role is a c omplex one in this campus university of 
7,000 full-time (8000+ FTE) students and 1,800 staff, with a very 
strong international focus. 

You will need to have proven strategic and operational management 
experience in a complex organisation, not necessarily in die Higher 
Education sector. In addition we will be looking for 
evidence of successful change management, business 
acumen, and personal leadership. 

Please telephone the Personnel Office for further particulars 
on (01227) 823674 (and Minicom) or (01227) 827837 
(24 hours). Applications should be received by the 
Vice-Chancellor. Professor Robin Sibson, do later ifan 
Friday 23rd May 1997. 


Thc’llnjscnhyif 
commons! to 
uufiuiiuning its Equal 
Oppiromnica RJicy. 


UNIVERSITY OF KENT 

AT CANTERBURY ■■■■ 
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WANTED, 
SIXTEEN 
YEAR OLDS 
CAPABLE 
OF LEADING 
AN ARMY 
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f Cla ST ALBANS HIGH f 
Sjf SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 1 
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ARMY 

BE THE BEST 


CHOOSING A SCHOOL? 


Contact Gabfeitas for mdependent friendly, 
expert advice on suitable boarding or day 
schools and suth^orm colleges. 

-n 


GABBITAS 


EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS 

126 ■ 130 Regan Sireet, London W1R 6EE 
Ii 0171 734 0161 Fat 01714371764 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


jEspafiol en Espona! 

ypur Spanish course for tomorrow... 

■ SwSy In Sihnuno. BanricnJ, Ct«wJ» md MU*p 

■ 2 Mds to 9 mouths (Ml Mt ■ oO jm) 

■ Vokty of cornel bJdodtt| aaay qwddntka nbftcn 

■ Hon famflydr Student OK acconnodHloa nralbtile 

■ "A* Lwd ptrpmtion coorw 

/CaU today for a FREE info-pack 

IHephone 0181 788 8081 ihiMUamw 

■ w—: Ureinliipraw ta.v*i 

. don OtftoM U>C 2/4 WwM | H P a A M. Itenli l ^ 

Qwod^ aumy KTM MR 
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THREE STRAIGHT VVs 

— : ac li i ee ^ it ^ ihbe'' 


Abbey bas an outstanding reputation 
for academic success. 

Located In the city centre. Ahhcy offera: 

• ‘A' level and GCSE courses In over 

25 subjects 

■ Flexibility in choice of subjects 

• Maximum group size. S students 
a Easter Revision Courses 

• Supportive atmosphere 

• Private tuition available 

• Excel lean results 

For a prospectus or an informal 
discussion, please contact 
the Principal's office. 

Principal: 

Dominic Jordon BA (CuuM 
Abbey Independent College 
20 Kennedy Street 
Manchester M2 4BY 
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Ml 
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ABBEY 

INDEPENDENT 
C O L i. £ G E 


Tel: 0161 236 6836- 


56-58 Portland Place 
London WIN 3DG 

PORTLAND PLACE SCHOOL 


Scholarships Tor 
IM7 entry 
Independent mixed 
school 11-IS years 

Tel 0171 307 8700 



_ A LEVEL 
f & GCSE COURSES ^ 

'COLLING: 

Independent Sixth Form College 

TEL: 0171-244-7414 / 

'.Now interviewing for September 199ijf 
23 Collingham Gardens 

t cu/e; rvur 


Independent Churdi of England 
Day School for Girls aged 7 to 18 


% High academic standards 

• Wide range of cxcra-curricular activities 

• Caring environment 

• Committed to excellence 

• Scholarships and Bursaries 

• Government Assisted Places 

• Coach service 

OPEN MORNINGS 
Saturday 4 October 1997 
Saturday 15 November 1997 

Townsend Avenue, St Albans 
Herts ALl 3SJ 

Tel: (01727) 857918 


RcgUtcred Ctcmiy No. 31 IMS The (dual h ■ 
dwriqr wtrict exco w pniviik nhuritfcu furchiltbai 


Wamrs^sr-.r-OTTr^.'errr -- n, ~r r - r.isr x 



OPEN DAY 

Saturday 17th May 9-30am-I2 noon 

ASSISTED PLACES 

Assessment Day - Monday 12th May 

The Duke of Kent School is an IAPS 
co-educitional school for 160 children aged 
4-13. Set in beautiful grounds and offering 
superb facilities, we provide a caring and 
happy environment for each of our pupils, 
with an emphasis an personal tuition and 
individual development. 

If you would tike to find ouc mare about 
us, come along to our Open Day on May 17th 
when the Headmasrer, staff and children will 
be happy to answer your questions and 
show you around. 

Duke of Kent School 

Ewhum. Crank igh. Surrey GU6 7NS 
Teh Cranlrigh (014831 277313 Fa* WH 83 ) 273802. 

Changing School? 
Why not talk to 
MPW? 


ST. ANTONY’S 
LEWESTON 

SHERBORNE, DORSET, DT9 6EN 

A CATHOLIC INDEPENDENT 
BOARDING. FLEXl-BOARDINC AND DAY 
SCHOOL (GSAASBSA) FOR GIRLS 11-18 

Excellent facilities include: 

■ Senior Science Centre 

• Design & Technology Centre 

• Aru Studio 

• Sports Hall. Swimming Poo! & MnlU-Gym 

■ Modem Health Centre 

• Flourishing Sixth Form 

Academic and Musk scholarships available 

For Prospectus and entry details apply » 

The Headmistress 
Telephone: 01963 210691 



St Antony’s-Leweston School is a charitable mist 
for the purpose of educating children_ 
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Bedford School 
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BomSng How aid re Sonar Bcardaig Hama. 

• Our itbonnNppuhBcdfird High &hsa! for Gkk and The Dnie 
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St Paul’s Cathedral 
Choir School 

NaaCtwiga. London EC4M BAD 
T*L 01712(8 5156 Fax. 0171 3296688 
Day Hoy's Prtp. school 
and raahlanM Cht* School 


AppOoiona an Invtod tar «Mi fdmoua boya 1 Khool (tor 7-13 
yoMokq beside SI PMf«C8fedral in th8 COy ol London. 
Ptaoas ana ambbto tar rex+dwriator DAY BOYS and 
CHOHWTBIS (who board and Jok St PauTa CritodM Chofc). 

Day boy cantftWw fpf any hwtod (or bitovivw and a 

short tat! batora anoy In Saptanibor (nonrw»y at 7+]. Tha rmxt 
wfm trial torchoriatara (B+ toSywaoidO tail baon 

SATURDAY 10 May 1997 

For pro ap actua and vtaadngp l a M a contact I h a H aar hn M t a r , 
MrStaphanSIdaa. 


Windlesham 
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:o study 

tc develop iil tilcnc; 2.-0 porer.iiai 
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tc live w.-r, others 
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OPEN MORNING 21 sc JUNE 

Wind'csham is one of the country's leading co-educacic. r 
prcpa-atcry schools far children up to the age of 13 

.-or further information ana a prospectus 
p'cacc cortac: the Registrar cn 01903 3?3207 
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Could this be 
your son? 

We are still looking (br Ihre 
"ttwc aJ boys raged 7-9) 10 join u 
m September. Maybe vour sa 
could hr one 10 benefit from ai 
exceptional educaitau 

opportunity. The next voice trw 
will be held on Monday 12th MAY 
For further details or this a add 
famous Choir and its unkjiu 
School, please contacts 
The Headmaster, Cordon 
Roland-Adams, Westminster 
Abbey Choir School, Dean's 
Yard, London SWIP 3 NY. 
Td: 0171 2226151 
Fax: 0171 222 1548 


OPEN DAY 


^DEVONSHIRE HOUSI 
PREPARATORY SCHOC 
69 Fila^ohn's Avenue, Hamps 
Duidon NW3 6PB 

OPEN DAYS 19* 

Wednesday 30th April 
Thursday 1st May 

9lrt,d ,ours 10.001 

^aSr5 l H T°l e wh0 wouid Hka ,c 

The Schoo< and Nursery, 

f ^J Headmi stress wifl be available tt 
advtca and to answer your questlo 

y0 JwS like, ° attBfld either of B 

n«KJ2 a ys ** P teasa «eiephor« 

^ H?frt 9 ^ 6andasktaspeak 
Viv the Secretary. 
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Arts survive the generation gap Bet on the 


jg hn O'Leary looks at a new study 
on attitudes to the arts in schools 


E very report on the sTate 
of the am in schools 
carries the message 
that rite combined pres¬ 
sures of examination league ta¬ 
bles and budget cuts are 
squeezing culture our of the 
curriculum. 

However, a study published 
yesterday will come as a relief to 
those who see the arts as a vital 
part of a rounded education 
Academics at Exeter University 
conclude that the subjects have 
maintained their popularity with 
pupils and appear to be giving at 
least as much satisfaction as they 
did 25 years ago. 

The report. The state of the 
arts, acknowledges that its sam¬ 
ple is small and not necessarily 
representative of the country. 
Although 2300 pupils were in¬ 
volved, limited binding restricted 
the surey to only five schools, all 
of which are known for their 
work in the am. But the parallels 
with a much larger study con¬ 
ducted in 1971 suggest that the 
findings are not out of line with 
other teenagers' views. 

In the earlier research by the 
Schools Council, school leavers 
characterised art as “useless but 
interesting" and music as "use¬ 
less and boring". 

Pupils* answers in 19% sug¬ 
gested that the four main sub¬ 
jects — art, dance, drama and 
music — had become more enjoy¬ 
able. although there were signifi¬ 
cant differences in attirude 
between boys and girls and 
between age groups. As the table 
below illustrates, the pecking 
order of subjects remains almost 
unchanged. 

Crafts, a label covering sub* 
jects as diverse as woodwork and 
home economics, were popular 
with almost three-quarters of 
secondary-school pupils in 197). 
Technology, the present-day 
equivalent, achieved an almost 
identical rating, as did physical 
education in second place and, to 
a lesser extent, English in third. 

So consistent were the ratings 
over the 25-year period that the 
report suggests That a “law of 
culture” operates in schools. 
"Either student priorities are 
immune to all attempts to recbn- • 
struct the curriculum, or. the. 
•reforms’ of the past 25 years 
have not been as radicalas might 
have been supposed." 

like other popularity surveys, 
the Exeter report shows a yawn¬ 
ing gender gap in rite attitudes to 
PE and English. Four out of five 
boys, but fewer than half the 
girls, favoured PE. with the 
ratings reversed for English. 
Mathematics gained in populari¬ 
ty, but science's rating slipped, 
with physics the worst affected. 

Dance did not appear as a 
subject in 1971. but outscored 


music in the latest survey. Again 
there was a gender gap. with 
almost 40 per cent of girls 
choosing dance, making it their 
fifth favourite subject, compared 
with only 6 per cent of boys. 

When pupils were asked what 
they liked about the various 
subjects. : differences between 
subjects became more obvious. 
Art. for example, had lower 
ratings for enjoyment, interest 
and scope for individual ideas 
than it did in 1971. The report 
suggests that the rise of design 
and technology might be partly 
responsible. 

Drama, by contrast, was popu¬ 
lar with both sexes. Although 
single-teacher departments 
placed a strain on staff and there 
was some fall-off in support from 
pupils after the age of 14. the 
subject was seen as more impor¬ 
tant and enjoyable than in 1971. 

Music remained the arts sub¬ 
ject attracting most negative 
comments from pupils. The re¬ 
port says: “What seems to be 
lacking is a curriculum in which 
making means playing rather 
than composing, and a pedagogy 
capable of engaging and sustain¬ 
ing the willing and active partici¬ 
pation of all students." 


O verall, however, the 
health of the arts, 
when measured in pu¬ 
pil feedback, appears 
to be strong. However, Malcolm 
Ross and Maria Kamba. the 
authors, believe that the non- 
statutory status of the arts be¬ 
yond. the age of 14 has placed 
them seriously at risk. 

The problems are not all to do 
with money. Teachers inter¬ 
viewed for the study rated budget 
cuts last in a list of 18 influences 
on the quality of arts provision in 
their schools. The support of the 
head teacher was the key factor 
for most staff, white visiting 
artists were considered the big¬ 
gest influence on quality. 

The new climate in schools is 
seen by the authors as a signifi¬ 
cant obstacle. "Schools are in 
danger of becoming factories. 
The new ethos of schooling is not 
only alien to the arts but very 
possibly detrimental to the per¬ 
sonal. spiritual, cultural and 
social development of children, 
and to the personal and profes¬ 
sional well-being of teachers." 

But modem teaching methods, 
so often the object of criticism, 
appear to be working in the arts. 
as far as the pupils are con¬ 
cerned. The report adds: “For 
girls and boys alike, the message 
for arts teachers seems dear: 
resist the killjoy curriculum.” 

• State of the Arts. ClOfrom Malcolm 
Ross. University of Exeter School of 
Education, Heaxitm Road. Exeter 
EX12LU. 



Magnus and Guy Johnston are both former King’s College choristers and both study at Chatham's School. Manchester 

Has music teaching lost the score? 


MOST POPULAR SUBJECTS 


Per centa ge of pupils rating each subject among their favourites. 


Subject 1971 

1 . Crafts* 

2. PE 

3. Engfeh 

4 .Science 
5JVrt 
S.Drama 
7.Malhematics 
8 .History 
9.6eography 
10 ,Foreign languages 
11 .Music 


Subject 1996 

1 . Technology* 

2. PE 
S.EngBsh 

4, Mathematics 

5Art 

6-Scfsnce 
7.Drama 
B.Geography 
9 .History 

10. Foreign languages 

11 . Music 


11.MUSIC ll.Muaiu 

* Crafts in 1971 included the full range of suhjeds rhen known as bays and 
girls' crafts. To produce a marching sample, technology includes 
amtputing. media studies and craft, design and technology in (***>. 


PRIM LEGED indeed is anyone who gets 
the chance to hear the 15-year-old cellist Guy 
Johnston playing Schubert’s .Adagio and 
Allegro, as 1 did recently at a recital in King's 
College Chapel. Cambridge 

Guy. a former King's College chorister, is 
now a pupil at Chatham's.'the specialist 
music school in Manchester. He is the third 
child in an extraordinary musical family. 
His older brothers Rupert. IS. and Magnus. 
17. were also both King's choristers. Their 
sister. Brittany. 12. studies at the Royal 
College of Music's Saturday school and is a 
promising violinist 

It is salutary to meet the Johnston family 
and to listen to them playing at a time when 
so many local authorities seem to be cutting 
instrumental teaching. David and Gill 
Johnston, the parents, are both music 
teachers' and have given theirchildren every 
encouragement, which has involved making 
financial sacrifices. Despite maximum 
gram aid, through the Government’s 
scheme for talented children, they have to 
pay an annual bill of about £15,000 to keep 
Guy and Magnus at Chatham's. 

What happens to musically gifted children 
who happen to be born to families that 
cannot afford even local music lessons? 

When I started the violin at the age of 
seven in a London Count)' Council primary 
school in the 1950s. it was free. Had 1 been 
especially talented, extra individual lessons 


Susan Elkin wonders 
how musically talented 
children will get the 
breaks they deserve 

might have been arranged. Fat chance of 
that today. 

As 1 write, there is a musical furore in 
Kent Kent Music School (KMS) is the 49- 
year-old wing of Kent County Council which 
organises subsidised lessons for 15.000 
children land free ones for 750 difldren from 
low-income families), runs 24 local music 
centres and county orchestras and choirs. It 
also employs 450 people. KMS is threatened 
by a 30 per cent budget cut which could lead 
to closure. 

Michael Weame, the director of KMS. 
says: “We are not the first to have to fight our 
corner. In some counties instrumental music 
teaching has already gone and in several 
others it is either under threat or soon will 
be. What is happening in Kent is just part of 
a trend." 

The point is. of course, that adult 
musicians do not just happen fully formed. 
They can play as they do only because of 
decades of teaching, nurturing and encour¬ 
agement throughout childhood. Musical 


talent is no respecter of birth or social class. 
Johannes Brahms, the centenary of whose 
death falls this year, was bom into poor 
family circumstances. What an unimagin¬ 
able loss it would have been had teachers 
and patrons not discovered him. 

And even those children, like the John¬ 
stons, who have been taught largely outside 
the maintained-sector system need support. 
Guy Johnston — even more accomplished 
than Rupert who is a student at Guildhall 
School of Music, or Magnus, who is aiming 
for Royal Northern College of Music — has 
been offered a place to study cello under 
Colin Carr at the New England Conserva¬ 
toire in Boston in two years’ time. The cost is 
£24000 a year for three years. 

How many families, whatever sacrifices 
they make, can find that sort of money? Yet 
there is no grant assistance available for 
overseas study. The only hope is some sort of 
sponsorship offer. 

Music education is in a muddle. We now 
seem to deny it altogether to the least well-off 
and penalise heavily those families who are 
a little befter-off. Only the veiy wealthy can 
easily afford music lessons. 

If wc continue, music soon really will 
become the exclusive province of a tiny elite. 
Music is worth investing in. To destroy by 
default systems for developing it in young 
people from all backgrounds is a dreadful 
act of cultural vandalism. 


young, not 
the Lottery 

Kevin Berry on the role 
of theatre in learning 

FUNDING for the performing arts is nothing 
more than a lottery, and 1 ask no forgiveness 
for the pun. Reductions from the Arts Council 
and hard-pressed local authorities are lead¬ 
ing to an even greater scramble for cash. Is 
there a theatre or touring company in the 
country that is not formulating a National 
Lottery application? 

I am nor altogether comfortable with the 
concept of subsidised theatre and the idea of 
money handed over simply because it has 
been asked for. But at the same time i am not 
that much of an enthusiast for cold-blooded 
market forces. 1 just hare to see a theatre with 
empty seats; if I see an excellent play in a half- 
empty theatre, and then on my way home see 
bored teenagers hanging around the bus 
station. 1 feel angry. I have rarely seen 
youngsters in a theatre, and 1 mean "young¬ 
sters who are not with their parents or part of 
a school party. Theatres are still the preserve 
of the middle class, although some do have 
excellent outreach programmes. 

Some months ago 1 attended a meeting of 
Theatre administrators and they were all 
bemoaning cuts in binding, it was as if arts 
funding is accepted as a right, with just the 
amount to be argued over and no thought of 
theatres doing something for the cash. The 
discussion got round to Theatre in Education 
funding and the need to subsidise children's 
tickets. "Children have a right to go to the 
theatre!” someone yelled. Shouts of agree¬ 
ment were lost in an angry condemnation of 
the lottery and the greed it has encouraged. 

THAT phrase “Children have a right to go to 
the theatre" has been rattling round my brain 
ever since. Yes, they should have the right, 
and there is a way to ensure that they have it. 

□ All children under 16 to have free 
admission to any theatre for any show, with 
the possible exception of pop concerts and 
pantomimes. Free admission to be also 
available to drama students and students of 
English literature, and anyone in full-time 
education who has a legitimate academic 
interest in seeing a show — a student of 
French wanting to see Tartuffe. for instance. 

□ Financing to come from the lottery coffers, 
and it should be the only lottery funding that 
theatres are allowed. 

□ Scrap the present application system. 
Then, at the end of each month, a theatre 
sends in a breakdown of its box-office figures. 
Theatres are paid the full amount for seats 
“given" to children, with a percentage going 
to the touring company. They will then have 
the cash to pay for new equipment and 
buildings. No children equals no cash. 

So. we create a new audience, we stimulate 
an interest in theatre among teenagers. I 
wonder how many youngsters have gone on a 
school trip to see the Shakespeare they are 
studying, seen an ad for an interesting show 
and then glanced at the prices and thought: 
"Blow that — it's a week's pocket money!" 

The pressure will be on theatres to make 
themselves known to youngsters and to 
provide a welcome. Not too difficult, or is it? 
• The author is a theatre critic 
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Bob Salisbuiy argues for a more radical approach to present financial problems 


I f nothing else, the long 
run-up to die election has 
highlighted the critical 
distinction between dreams 
and reality in the educational 
debate. The political sparring 
has in some cases made good 
entertainment and it can be 
fun watching the protagonists 
duck and dive to make the 
“three-point emphasis" or to 
deliver the designer 
soundbite. Fun, that is, until 
we remember the real conse¬ 
quences of these encounters. 

The harsh reality facing 
schools in the future is that 
whichever party wins this 
particular race, all public- 
sector funding will continue 
to decline. In real terms the 
resources devoted to educa¬ 
tion air relatively low when 
compared to the amounts 
spent by other OECD coun¬ 
tries. but even this dismal 
truth hides a much more 
worrying, wider long-term 
ireSworldwtide their seems 
to be an ever widening gap 
between the cost or running 
schools and the funding avail¬ 
able from governments. 

Rising expectations or 
schools inevitably m«mihat 
running them will 

more cosily. For exampl^ 

recent Ofsted SFg 

stated that in order M? 

meet Government 

on the reaching ofH 
should provide a muchbette 

ratio of modern PC machm^ 

throughout the school. In a 
school Which has worked 


Schools face up to an 
underfunded future 


ceaselessly to raise extra 
money for hardware, com¬ 
ment such as this certainly 
sticks in the craw. 

So what is to be done for 
financial survival in the next 
century? Of course everyone 
hopes that future govern¬ 
ments will see sense and fund 
education properly, but until 
then what can schools do to 
ensure that youngsters do not 
have their life chances 
harmed? Many of the prag¬ 
matic strategies now being 
seen in schools are surely 

unsustainable in the long 

term. . , 

Take, for instance, the trend 
towards rising class sixes. Not 
only is this bad news educa¬ 
tionally. but there are limits to 
how far it can continue. Put 
bluntly- it just might be pos¬ 
sible to teach 30. perhaps even 
35. but even the very best 
performers would surely ca¬ 
pitulate when the numbers 
topped 40 or 50. 

Given that funding will 
continue to decline, a more 
radical approach to die way 
our organisations are struc¬ 
tured will be needed. 

Eight years ago in my 
school wc realised Ihat mas- 


... - - 


« : 


Salisbuiy: new moves 

sive and continuous change 
was underway in education 
and ihar this would not dimin¬ 
ish in the future- Indeed, we 
felt the rate of change would 
increase and its precise direc¬ 
tion was unpredictable. Our 
traditional hierarchical pyra¬ 
mid with its three deputies, 
senior teachers and heads of 
faculty was both expensive 
and slow and did not use Fully 
the talent and expertise of ail 
staff. Layers of management 
were removed, access given to 


ail information, people em¬ 
powered to make decisions 
and a risk-taking culture en¬ 
couraged. Sustained inertia 
was seen as the only crime. 

Some of the money released 
from this restructuring was 
used to fund specific projects 
and staff were rewarded for 
leading these initiatives. 

The main reason behind 
this philosophy was to estab¬ 
lish a quick-response, enire- 
preneurial culture which 
motivated and excited people 
and which made use of all of 
the talent and skill in die 
organisation. 

Reducing overall staffing 
costs was an added bonus and 
in an era of declining funding, 
we need to question how 
much longer schools ran con¬ 
tinue to operate with massive 
hierarchies. 1 regularly come 
across schools whose average 
staffing costs have risen to 
£8,000 per person, per year. 

The payment of annual 
increments to teachers, often 
rewarding time in the job 
rather than actual perfor¬ 
mance or iL has a crucial 
hearing on staffing costs. Per¬ 
haps spot salaries with addi¬ 
tional remuneration for 


specific projects has to be the 
harsher way for the future. 

What also is the future for 
national pay agreements? 
Health authorities have re¬ 
peatedly demonstrated the 
tensions surrounding nat¬ 
ional agreements which take 
no account of the employer's 
ability to pay. 

At the moment we are just 
managing these tensions, but 
for how long? What is certain 
is that in order to sustain 
development and to keep 
equipment levels up to date, 
many schools will have to 
move more into the financial 
“self help" world. It will be 
more commercial, will entail 
new skills, new flexibilities 
and the ability to think up 
imaginative schemes which 
will bring mutual benefits 
and generate new profit 

T his may seem a gloomy 
picture with 35,000' 
schools, national and 
international charities; local 
worthy causes and other pub¬ 
lic sector organisations all 
competing for scarce re¬ 
sources, but what is the alter¬ 
native? 

Let us hope a future govern¬ 
ment will see the sense of 
investing properly in educa¬ 
tion. Everyone says a problem 
is not solved by throwing 
money at it — 1. for one. 
wouldn’t mind giving this 
solution a try! 

• 77ft* author is the head of 
Garibaldi School. Mansfield. 


NEW OPPORTUNITIES AT 
ST CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

Twenty Assisted Places now available for September 1997 

SLChristopher has been awarded twenty places under the Assisted Places Scheme 
which provides for some able children from less well-off families to attend independent 
schools with broad educational opportunities, good exam results and strong sixth 
forms. The places are for children aged 9,11,13 and also at age 16 for direct entry to A 
level courses. No foes are payable for children from families with low incomes, with a 
sliding scale of contribution applying as parental income Increases up to £26,000. The 
Assisted Places Scheme covers only day fees In a lirritod number of cases. Application 
should be made by 13 May to ensure consideration. 

New technology Wing now open; new Sbdh Form Centre opens September 1997 
Before and after school care for younger children now available 
Bus from North London now running; Cambridge bus planned 

Open Days: Wednesday 23 April 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
_ Friday 9 May 1.45pm for 2.00pm. _ ~~ 

We are now Interviewing for our 82nd annual intake of boys and girls into the three 
departments: 

The Montessori Nursery School (for the term children turn 3 years old) 

The Junior School (for 9 year olds) 

The Senior School (for 11 and 13 year olds and for Sbdh form entry) 

St Christopher is a school with a rich mainstream curriculum but also a distinctive 
informal ethos and a purposeful and extensive programme of activities for our 300 day 
pupils and 160 boarders. K you are interested in the school for your child please send 
f or an information pack (including our new prospectus, fees and exam results), and 
come to one of our open days or contact Susan Mefior (Admissions Secretary) to 
arrange a personal tour. 

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

Lefchworth, Herts SG6 3JZ 

Tel: 01462 679301 Fax: 01462 481578 

The School is An Educational Charity which aims to treat all children as 
individuals and io develop ihcir proper self confidence 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01716806800 . 


EDUCATION 


FAX: 

0171 782 7899 


POSTS 



LEIGHTON PARK SCHOOL 

BURSAR AND BUSINESS MANAGER 


Salary: £35,000 


Reading, Berkshire 


Successful coeducational day and boarding Quaker school open to all, 
requires from Summer 1997 an experienced professional to manage and 
develop all non-academic aspects of the school. 


The School 


•Leighton Park provides 
broadly based education for 
370 boys and girls aged 11-18, 
about 50% boarding. Its 

standing is shown by 
membership of Headmasters’ 
- and Headmistresses’ 

Conference. 


•Graduate calibre, probably 
aged 40-50, and having held a 
. senior post in 
management 


•Good communicator with 
strong slrins in team 
management 


•Located adjacent to Reading 
University in 60 acres of 
parkland; £10M recent 
investment in new facilities. 


•Computer literate 


•Willing to live on or close to 
the school campus; a house is 
available if required. 


The Position 

key member 


Fnrtiier 


•A key member of the 
management team reporting to 
the Head and Board of 
Governors. 


•Responsible for the foil 
business management of the 
school. 


These may be obtained from 
The Head, John Dnnston, 
Leighton Park School, 
Shhrtdd Road, Reading, RG2 
7DH (Tel: 01X8 987 2065. Fax: 
0118 986 6959) to whom 
application should be made by 
16 May 1997. 


The Leighton Park Trust is a Registered Charity No. 309144 


EDUCATION 


CORNWALL COUNT,’ AUDIOLOGY SERVICE 

PERIPATETIC TEACHER OF THE DEAF 

ON THE TEACHERS PAY SPINE (POINTS 0-9) 

+ FOR SUITABLY QUALIFIED CANDIDATE 
Following retirements and some re-organisation, applications are invited 
from Teachers holding a recognised qualification in the education of the 
deaf, and a foil driving licence, for the post of Peripatetic Teacher of the 
Deaf based in Hayle in West Cornwall. The post is available from 
1 September 1997. 

The Cornwall Audiology Service is well established and highly regarded 
and is involved in many interesting initiatives in the education and 
assessment of pupils with all types and degrees of hearing impairment. 
There is also a high quality programme of in-service training and 
professional development for all staff. 

The post will provide an attractive professional opportunity for a Teacher 
interested in developing or extending teaching and assessment skills with 
pupils of different ages. 

Travel allowance according to JNC Scale. Teachers Pay Spine + 2 SEN 
points + 1 point for extra responsibilities for a suitably qualified candidate. 
Further details and application forms from: Mrs Angela Alderman, 
Head of the County Audiology Service, Educational 
Audiology Centre, Priory Road, St Austell PL2S 5AB. 
Telephone: (text and voice) (01726) 61004/Fax: (01726) 63803. 
Interviews: 12 and 13 May 1997. 

Cosing date: 2 May 1997. 



CORNWALL 

COUNTY COUNCIL 




WORKtN'C, TOWARDS HCJI AI. OITOHTiM I fKS 



University 
of Durham 


Chair of Law 


An outstanding scholar with a strong research profile in any fieldof 
legal studies is sought for a new Chair in the Department of Law from 
1 October 1997 or as soon as possible thereafter. A major interest m public 
law may be advantageous. 

The salary will be by negotiation within the professorial range. 

For an informal dis missi on of the post, please contact professor Harvey Teff, 
tel: 0191 374 2032. 


Further details and an application form may be obtained from the Director 
of Personnel, Old Shire HaD, Durham DHl 3 HP, to whom applications 
(5 copies) should be submitted, including the names of three referees. 
(Candidates outside the British Isles may submit one copy only). 

Teh 0191374 3140, fax 0191374 7253, e-mail: snrjecruh@Durham.ac.uk 
Closing date: Friday, 23 May 1997. Please quote reference C045. 


AH Box number replies 
should t» addressed 
tax 

BOX Non_ 

C/oHultam 


P.O. BOX 3553, 
Virginia Straat. 
London El 9GA 


Head 


St Mary’s School, Ascot 



Roman Catholic girls’ boarding school with outstanding academic results, 
seeks exceptional candidates for headship in September 1998, following 
the very successful 16 year tenure of Sister Frances Orchard IBVM. 


THE SCHOOL 

♦ Set in forty four acres of woodland dose to Ascot, 
key motorways and airports, and with excellent 
facilities. 


’ An oversubscribed, foil boarding school with a special 
family ethos and sense of community. 


QUALIFICATIONS 

+ Graduate, preferably with a successful teaching 
record and management experience. 

+- Committed Roman Catholic in tune with the pastoral 
and academic requirements of young women. 

<► Some financial understanding is desirable. Good 
communicator with stamina, personality and 
presence. 


For further information contact NBS, 54 jermyn Street, London SWIY 6LX, quoting ref ED7Q3HI IT 

Fax 0171 629 2077 Tei 0171 493 2220 


Aberdeen* EUr m in fefoaH • Bristol - Qty » Edinburgh * Gfasgow 


Leeds • London • Manchester • Slough • Madrid * Paris 


NB Selection - Education 


NBS 


Selection and Search 


A BNB Resouces pfc comp an y 


BO 9002 Registered 



YARM SCHOOL 

Stockton-on-Tees 


BURSAR 


Yana School is an independent HMC day school. 

It has 790 pupils. 260 boys aged 4-10 in the 
PreparaKsy School & Pre-Prep and 530 aged 11-18 
in the Senior School, including Sixth Form girls. 


The Governors invite applications for the post of 
Bursar to succeed Mr IH Wilson FCA who leaves 
at the end of the Summer Term 


Candidates will be expected to have proven senior 
experience in finance and administration 
should be fully conversant with accounting 
methods involving information technology. 


Further details of the post are available from The 
Clerk to the Governors, Yann School, The 
Friarage, Yarn, Stockton-on-Tees, TS1S 9EJ. 


The closing date for applications is 9th May 1997. 


Yarn School is a registered charity for the purpose 
of providing education: Number507290 


COURSES 


WANTED 

Sharp-eyed People 


After a Chapterhouse training course 
we hope you will keep in touch 


Dra'i 


i » £lt00 on hnr tram home, proofaadiog and afitkg boots, 
km tdx mar mad for ix _Bead wbm on- n-amdotti swy. 


DeH fl u pMlM H a 

I tutted u do die ante wtnlit oat a i mt Soon tfar 1 
rated ny tut Kt of tutu I beano opined wtah ■ 
|H&UKf 4*1 ho of my mam date* ■ pracncadng on 
pa bfindev [a Job I B*feod bconc of nr tend in 
and. 


At loag bat lam uniting you the anting Anomnw to be 
raked. 1 rally aqqjnd iMpg ihe cane ran I eowwodcSdayi 
« vtgkot i Fnbfiibmg Ca on i frrrijnce bate. Ttonfcjcu rcry 


modi for i 0 yoar bdp ad expanse. 


Dear Ctapfcrinwc 
Think job toj modi far 


fa* fimtenra 
defimdr 


If Homifat 

a OxfordPnbBshcr!CQl'udnkfc*wre 
the cfflnl IN (OxfonQ 


fan air £59.00 for ■ M 



West, Enter EX1 lJG 


CHAPTERHOUSE 

6 Years Successful T raining 


FETTES COLLEGE 

EDINBURGH 



Bursar 


The Governors of the Fettes Trust invite applications 
for the post of Bursar, who will have overall 
responsibility for the finances, administration and 
property of the school. The successful applicant will 
have a proven record of good ac&ninistration, 
introduction of business systems, financial 
management and the control imd m ana g em ent of 
projects. The candidate should be computer literate 
and used to the preparation of budgets and monitoring 
the results. 


Applications (to be lodged by 9th May 1997) 
accompanied by C.Y. and tbe www* and addresses 
of two re f ere es , to tbe Clerk to tbe Governors of 
tbe Fettes Trust, 48 Castle Street, Edinburgh EH2 
3LX (Tel: 0131 220 2345) from whom particulars 
of tbe of tbe position may be obtained. 


BUSINESS 

COURSES 


Secretarial 

Travel 

Hotel Administration 
Public Relations & Advertising 



OXFORD AND COUNTY BUSINESS COLLEGE 
34 St Giles. Oxford, 0X1 3LH 

Tel: 01865 310100 Fax: 01865 310444 


BUSINESS TRAINING IN THE HEARTOF OXFORD 


COURSES 


By Distance-learning 


(ir c,i 7 n 


CARTOO 
FOR PROFIT I 

Make money from your ! 
cartooning arid EBustrafion I 
sfcffls. Study from home | 
far a now career ora K 
profitable second Income, 
0800 371 500 


M jL 

tab 


Make £20J 
as a Travel Writer! 

Ihfa free Newsfattar andi 
prospectus shows you 
exactly haw to become a 
Reetanee Travel Writer. 

0800 371500 




LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


GERMAN 

DAY INTENSIVE 
COURSES 

Dates: 6-30472-27.67 
7-22.7724.7.-8.8.1997 
•I tbe German Cultural Centre 


GOETHE 

INSTITUT 

LONDON 



50 Princes Gale 
(Exhibition Road) 
London SW7 2PH 
Tel: 0171 411 3451 
Pax: 0171 594 0210 



THE LADY ELEANOR HOLLES SCHOOL 

(GSA.GBGSA£00 Girls) 


BURSAR 


The Governor* of The Lady Eleanor Holies School invite 
applications for die post of Bunar of this selective. 

school sinrned on a thirty acre site in 


independent girls' day: 
Hampton, Middlesex. 


Tbe Bursar is responsible for tbe conduct of the financial 
affaire and business management of tbe school winch 
co mpri se s separate Junior and Senior departments sunoonded 
by gardens and playing fields. 


The successful applicant «l«iM be available to up ihit 
post no later than I April 1998 and preferably earlier to allow 
for an overlap with the Acting Bonar, at present in post. 


Basic safety not less than £40.000. 


Contributory pension scheme, school lees renrisaion and other 
benefits. 


Intending applicants should write for farther particulars of the 
post to: 


The Cleric to tbe Governors 
Lady Eleanor Holies School 
Han worth Road, Hampton 
Middlesex TWL2 3HF 


The dosing date for applications is Friday, 16 May 1997. 


King Edward's School, Witley 
1—/ Godalming, Surrey 

(HMC, Co-Education, 
Boarding and Day, 500 pupils) 



BURSAR 


The Governors of King Edward's School invite 
applications for the post of Bunar, to be responsible 
for foe finances, business administration and property 
of the school. Management of the school estate and of 
domestic affairs is delegated to the Estates and 
Administrative Bursars, who report to the Bursar. 


Tbe successful applicant will have a proven record in 
financial planning, budgeting and control and will, in 
particular, be required to oversee the selection and 
installation of a new computer system soon after 
taking up foe appointment in September 1997. 


Full particulars of foe post may be obtained from the 
Headmaster’s Secretary. King Edward's School, 
Witley, Godalming, GU8 5SG (telephone 01428- 
682572). Applications by letter with foil c.v. and the 
n a mes of two referees should be addressed to The 
Secretary to the Chairman at the school. Closing date 
for applications is 12th May. 




Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication 


Business Development Manager 
for Ravensbourne Ltd. 


Bromley, Kent 
c£30k + PRP 


The College, which is in the Higher Education sector, 
wishes to appoint a Business Development Manager to 


extend its commercial operations. 

Ravensbourne Ltd, currently offers a range of part-time 
courses, mainly for the broadcasting industry, and the 
College seeks to appoint a young and ambitious 
Business Development Manager to expand the current 
work of the Company and examine the unexplorted 
areas of development. This activity will involve building 
on the strengths of the Company and wilt require skills 
in business development, competitor analysis and 
strategic planning finked with an innovative approach 
to delivering commercial success. 


This position offers an opportunity for real career 
development within the competitive market of Higher 
Education. A co m pet iti ve salary is on offer combined 
with a performance related bonus. 


If you feel that your experience meets the requirement 
of this demanding position, more detaib can be obtained 
from the Personnel Officer, Ms Doreen de Bellotte. 
Ravensbourne College of Design 8c Communication, 
Walden Road, Chklehurst. Kent BR7 5SN. 

Tel. 0181 289 4909. 


Closing date for applications: Friday 9th May 1997. 


Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication 


UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTMENTS 


Brasenose College 

Oxford 


Fixed-Term Teaching Fellowship in Law 


The Coieqo wishes id appoint a SMpemumaray Teachfeg Felow In Law with effect ton la 
October 1997, or as soon as possMe ftereafler. The Ortas and rewards of the post have bean 
talored to suit someone with approximately half-time commitments elsewhere. The person 
appototad w9 be expected to teach up to efc hours per weak for the CoPage durtog fufl term and to 
play an active part In the aga nfa toim rod development of legal etudes h the Collage. The 
appointment wfl be far a foted period of >m yeora, potenbaty renewable tor a (tether two yearc. 
The Colege rerytes teaching in a range of subfacts, but has a partfcUte need tor taachfeg in 
European CunnuAy Lm. 

Appfcstitofis stxxdd be sort to the Senior Tutor, Brasenose Colege. -Oxford OX1 4AJ, by 
Friday 16 May 1997. Appfcrots should ask ttm retereas to sand c onfidenM references teset 
to the Senior Tutor by the same dale. Further perttoutars, Including detaBs of stipend and 
other baneSts. may be obtrinad ton the Colege Secretary flat 01865 277B23J. We woufe 
vtecome approaches ton fams or CMganSsaflorts wHch might be Interested to hrif-ltme 
secondmenl rtl suitably quafined end experienced lawyers. 


The Colege is an Equal Opportunities Bnptaycr. 


BUSINESS COURSES 


John O’Groats 


Take your /cjL^J 0 " 16 

career further /me University 
With an / ofPakteymeans 
MBA/MSc. / * oucan5tu <* at 

man/ / home, In your own 

(Distance BO Object) / time and at your own 
pace, wherever you 
live to Britain. And, 
uniquely, you'll stfH enjoy 
dose, interactive Unks with 
students and course leadera. 
Courses starting May *97: 

• MBA Marketing 
1 MBA Toth. Quality Management 
• MSc Quality management 
• MSc Computer Aided Emgmeering ■ 
• BSc Health Studies 

For more (tataRaceB The Dteriroc* 
Learnte* Unit ou 0141848 3821 or 
fax hod 0141848 8847. 
oanlk MriurasMiqrOpi 


UNIVERSITY 

^PAISLEY 


Lands End 

hiHwrivnin 


MID-SUMMER 

CAREER 

TRAINING 


IITi 


• Wo*ty aunt t Mya Aa^t 

• bite bean if kifltritQrftnl 

• OT.SpttaMnoaCD-BOM 

• CteifRlInRpdJto 
OMatbrtegbam 


FoS detaUi. (01865) 240963 


St J 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


LANGUAGE COURSES 
ABROAD 

AND ENGLISH IN UK 

FRANCE, GERMANY, SPAIN, 
ITALY, ECUADOR, MEXICO 
&JAPAN. 

Bracbrc Qmfaridec Advtoy 
5arricc. Roowy L*gg. Kiiipmr 
CMibridgoCB37NL 
TeL 01223 264 089 
Are 01223 264 188 


Thinking of doing an MBA ? 


/f= 2I Then visit the 

« MBA FAIR 


MONDAY 12TH MAY 
4.30PM -8.30PM 
IN CENTRAL LONDON 


Leading British and continental European 
business schools will be represented at the 
Association of MBA’s (AMBA) annual MBA 
Fair. You wifi be able to discuss your 
career plans with the schools and collect 
information on over 80 full time, part-time 
and distance learning MBA courses. 


Sponsored by Barclays and NatWest banks 


ADMISSION IS FREE- 

BUT BY PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY 


For further details and to register call the 
NatWest registration service free on, 


Tel: 0800 854 369 


8.00am - 8.00pm Monday - Friday, 
or 9-00 - 6.00 Saturday 


EDUCATION 


T1IF SUNDAY TIMFS 


EDUCATION 

FORTHCOMING FEATURES 


SUMMER SCHOOLS 
Friday 2nd May 
Sunday 4th May 


MBA COURSES 
Friday 9th May (Supplement) 
Sunday 11th May 

independent education 

Friday 23rd May (Co-Ed Schools) 

EDUCATION COURSES REVIEW 

August / September 

For further information about these 
features or to advertise please 
contact the Education Team on: 

Tel: 0171 680 6800 

Fax: 0171782 7899 


& 


*=v. 
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Michael Calvin on a testing return to Imola for Frank Williams 


RK 


SPORT 43 



wer 


FRANK W] HJAM S -comes as 
close as he dares to regarding 
imola as his spiritual home!! 
He feeds off the fervour of the 
Ferrari fans, finds solace in 
the humanity of the occasion. 
Yet. at the San Marino Grand 
Prix this weekend, he will be 
treated like a celebrity defen- 
da nt It will be a distasteful 
experience, the ultimate irony 
in a life that is a mass of 
contradictions. 

The owner of Formula 
One’s principal team is a 
sensitive man. though notori¬ 
ous for his ruthlessness. By 
nature an impulsive charac¬ 
ter. he has learnt to supress 
emotion. His agil e brain, 
trapped in a paralysed body, 
appreciates the dichotomy be¬ 
tween his romantic racer's 
instincts and his manipulative 
inclinations as the most astute 
of deaimakers. 

Those inconsistencies can be 
distilled into two portraits, to 
which one’s eyes are irresist¬ 
ibly drawn in his light, airy 

office at the team’s _ 

factory in Grove, 
in the Oxfordshire 
countryside. The 
First, on a wall to 
the right of his 
large, specially- 
adapted desk, is an 
almost ethereal 
sketch of Ayrton 
Senna. He is de¬ 
picted looking 
down on the Wfl- 
liams-Renault FW16. the car 
in which he lost his life at 
Imola in 1994. 

The second, enclosed in a 
silver frame, is an unremark¬ 
able photograph of Senna 
driving the car. It is a mun¬ 
dane motor racing image, but 
all the more affecting because 
of that Williams invested 
much, perhaps too much, of 
himself in Senna, and though 
he is too self-contained to 
3dmit it the suspicion re¬ 
mains that his loss, in his car. 
remains an open wound. 

Weakness has been anathe¬ 
ma to Williams since, the 
accident in a hire car, return¬ 
ing to Nice airport from a test 
session in 1966, that consigned 
ton to a wheelchair. Occa¬ 
sionally his piercing green 
eyes, which are hooded and 
red-rimmed, betray the pain, 
bur he detaches himself from 
his plight which would have 
overwhelmed lesser men.*- 
• “I had a love of speed- and 
couldn't control if he says, 
referring with brutal simplic¬ 
ity to his accident “That’S why 
I'm like this. "So. in the con text 
of his response to his disabil¬ 
ity, the trauma of the trial of 
Williams and five others, on 
manslaughter charges arising 
from Senna's death, is man¬ 


T had a 
love of 
speed and 
couldn’t 
control it* 


ageable. The sympathy of the 
motor raring community, ex¬ 
pressed most eloquently by 
Max Mosley, the president of 
the International Motor Sport 
Federation, the global govern¬ 
ing body for'all forms of motor 
sport, is appreciated, bur ulti¬ 
mately unnecessary. 

“I know what 1 am going to 
have to deal with this week¬ 
end," Williams admitted be¬ 
fore his departure yesterday. 
“People will be constantly 
asking me about the issue, 
but, with the trial going on, I 
will be unable to make any 
comment That’s the truth of 
the situation. All I will say is 
that when the trial is at an 
end, Ayrton will stilt be dead. 
Nothing will bring him back, 
and that is sad, so sad. 

“The trial causes consider¬ 
able worry, and certainly 
weighs on my mind, but 
speaking personally, 1 have no 
problem going to Imola or 
raring in Italy. I’ll just get on 
with my job. f wont be able to 

_ enjoy ihe weekend. 

but I do love it 
there. 1 always 
have, from the Six¬ 
ties, when I used to 
pester Reuters for 
results from tracks 
like Enna. The 
fans deliver some¬ 
thing extra to a 
race. They’re 

_knowledgeable. 

boisterous, exu¬ 
berant. They’re motor racing 
fanatics." 

Williams’s body language is 
restricted as he speaks, 
because he is propped upright 
to maintain Ids circulation, 
but his face is alive. Those who 
portray him as a sour. Machi¬ 
avellian figure underestimate 
the nature of his passion, 
fostered as a teenager at 
boarding school in Scotland, 
where he followed the Ecurie 
Ecosse team. / 

“I have an almost Juvenile 
love of raring,” he said. “I love 
the sights; the sounds and the 
smells of a race weekend, I 
love ffie drivers. They’re spe¬ 
cial men in special machines. I 
have my heroes. I can still 
remember going to Brands 
Hatch in 1957, seeing Stirling 
Moss, and just standing there, 
unashamedly staring at him." 

Williams, the fan, merges 
with Williams, the team own¬ 
er,., when he - discusses the 
emergence of Jacques Ville- 
Tteuve. He makes diplomatic 
noises about the stuttering 
progress of Vflleneuve’5 team¬ 
mate, Heinz-Harald Frentzen 
— “I’ve great faith in his 
ability to deliver* — but 
speaks with genuine relish 
about the potential of the 
championship leader. 


MKEHEWTTT 



Face value: Williams's strength of character has helped him to cope with adversity 


“1 can’t say that, when 1 first 
met Jacques. I told myself: 
*Wow, rhts guy has got it’ I 
couldn’t say, 12 months ago: 
‘Yes, this guy is a world 
champion.’ But he has stepped 
up a gear this winter. Whar 
really impresses me is the way 
he just turns up and whacks in 
the fastest time. He delivers 
immediately. I see a driver 
totally in control- of himself 
and his car. 

“He is very young and very 
interesting. He views things so 
differently from me — it’s a 
generational thing — but I 
recognise that need io win. 
that fire in his belly. He has 
got all the attributes of a 
champion. He is self-disci¬ 


plined. open-minded, tough 
and intelligent." 

Villeneuve is also unafraid 
to speak his mind, referring 
last week to the proposed rule 
changes for 199S as "a joke". 
Williams is more circumspect 
— “whatever regulations they 
have far us, we’ll be there" — 
but stresses the. need for the 
sport to evolve. He views 
■complaceiwty.-trillecnve or in-- 
dividual, as a cardinal sin. 

“Heaven knows what 
shocks are awaiting us," he 
said, looking ahead to the 
European Formula One sea¬ 
son. “I don’t subscribe to the 
view chat we {Williams] are 
inevitably superior. This is an 
incredibly competitive busi¬ 


ness and I see the writing on 
the wall in thick, blood-red 
letters. Ferrari took pole at 
Imola last year and, with the 
greatest respect to Eddie 
Irvine, had Michael 
Schumacher been in his car in 
the last race at Buenos Aires, 
he would - have beaien- 
J-acques." 

’ Another contradiction. The 
merest him of defeat is seduc¬ 
tive. So, when will Frank 
Williams lose his love for 
Formula One? “When the 
coffin lid closes." he answered. 
“Then they can take me to 
Silverstone. find some conse¬ 
crated ground near Abbey 
Curve, arid stick me in diere. 
I’ll be as happy as Larry." 


Sisters steering way to 
success in man’s world 


T he air was rent with a 
banshee howl of bare¬ 
ly bridled power and 
the Ford Escort did not so 
much accelerate away as 
launch itself like a four- 
wheeled missile. It was a 
bleak, monochrome late 
winters morning in the 
flatiands of Essex but. for 
Stephanie Simmonite. it 
might have been the middle 
of summer, so sonny was 
the outlook. 

Stephanie is the driving 
half of a sister act that 
sounds like a troupe of 
circus trapeze artists, but is a 
good deal more down to 
earth than that In a sport¬ 
ing arena that drips with 
testosterone-loaded machis¬ 
mo, the amazing Simmonite 
sisters have taken on the 
men and beaten them. 

Stephanie, 27, and Rachel 
23. the co-driver, finished 
fourth in the British rally 
championship last year, 
have won the women's dass 
for the past two years and 
are going for a hat-trick this 
year in an Escort that shares 
little more than its name 
with the car in which they 
won tire title last season. 

The car is more powerful 
and much faster than the 
1996 version but in 
Stephanie's hands, its raw 
mechanical muscle becomes 
a precision mstmmenL 
They won the women's class 
in the Rally of Wales, the 
first event of the season, by 
three minutes, which in 
rallying terms constitutes 
victory by a medium-length 
street. Forget that sexist saw 
a bout them being quite good 
— for women. They are 
darned good, full stop. 

The Simmonite are a 
pair of no-nonsense York¬ 
shire lasses who cany with¬ 
in their lightweight frames a 
mother lode of case-hard¬ 
ened competitive toughness. 
They continue their cam¬ 
paign this weekend, in the 
two-day Pirelli Internation¬ 
al rally in Cumbria. 

The sisters are a fascinat¬ 
ing mix. Stephanie is the 
taller and stronger, bright 
and fast-talking; Rachel is 
petite and sassy with a nice 
Kne in slightly self-deprecat¬ 
ing one-liners. It is a combi¬ 
nation that works with the 
precision and .qpiei; effici¬ 
ency of a Swiss watch. 

Titty have been around 
machinery ever since they 
could walk. “Dad wanted 
boys and he ended up with 
us two, but that didn't seem 
to deter him." Stephanie 
said. "We had motorbikes, 
then we moved up to a three¬ 
wheeled motorbike and 


Mei Webb meets the Simmonites, who are 
making their mark in motor rallying 


finally to cars, one of which I 
rolled one day. I tried one 
handbrake turn too many 
and it tipped up on me." 

They graduated to rally¬ 
ing through competitive off¬ 
road ing and. as soon as 
Stephanie became 17. she 
passed her driving test and 
made a bee-line for an off¬ 
road vehicle. Stephanie 
needed a co-driver for the 
Welsh Hill rally in 1992; 
enter Rachel. They won. of 
course. Their parents 
bought Stephanie a course 
at a rally sdiool at which 
she won a scholarship to 
drive in a rally in DubaL 
The bug had bitten. 

U nderstanding par¬ 
ents funded the sis¬ 
ters for two years in 
a Peugeot 205 and their 
progress was almost fright¬ 
eningly rapid. They won the 
women's title, got a drive m 
a works Honda in 1995 and 
joined Ford last year. Every 
year there have been huge 
lessons to learn, but they 
have taken each advance in 
their stride. They are not the 
boastful kind but, at the 
same time, they know how 
good they are. 

They describe themselves 
as “best friends", but are not 
afraid to describe the other’s 
weaknesses. Rachel, for ex¬ 
ample. has respect for her 
big sister’s driving ability, 
but also thinks that Steph¬ 
anie is a bit of a show-boater 
on the quiet “If there were 
spectators on every corner 
she’d be quicker than every¬ 


body," she said. Stephanie 
smiled, but did not argue. 

They are comfortable with 
their comparatively new¬ 
found feme. They were re¬ 
cently at Buckingham 
Palace with other sporting 
people to meet the Queen. 
Prince Andrew and Prince 
Edward and, at the end of 
the same week, they were in 
Oldham handing out prizes 
to bus drivers. You cannot 
get much nearer to either 
end of the celebrity scale: 

The fact that they came 
into rallying together is both 
an advantage and disadvan¬ 
tage. Most of the other 
promising young drivers in 
the championship have ex¬ 
perienced co-drivers to point 
the way, but the Simmonites 
are learning together. 
“Mind you, it’s a strength as 
well" Stephanie said. “In 
ten years’ time, the time we 
spend together now will 
have been very valuable." 

Ten years' time? Will they 
still be rallying in ten years? 
“We'd do it for ever if the 
sponsorship was still there." 
Rachel said. “But you have 
to stop and have kids some 
time." 

“It's easy for the men." her 
sister said, and laughed at 
the suggestion that the fel¬ 
lows could do their bit and 
leap back into the car. “Why 
on earth are we talking 
about kids, anyway?" Ra¬ 
chel said. “We haven't even 
found husbands yet" When 
they da there wiU be no 
prizes for guessing who will 
do the driving. 



Champions: Stephanie, left, and Rachel Simmonite 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

jast week’s Refresher on discarding showed how important it is 
or a defender to keep the same number of cards as dummy in 
my long suit Equally important, although more difficult to do, 
s to keep parity with declarer’s long suit 

Dealer South East-West game 

*09 

VA1095432 
♦ 6 

• 9 7 5 


* J 10 8 
*KQ J 
*9874 

• K 32 



W 


N 


Pass 


2 M 

3 H 
5 D 


2D 
2 S 
4 NT 
60 


AH 


Contract Stx Diamonds by South. Oad: nine of diamonds 


as the strength to open 
hibs, but for space 
rations it is better to 
l Acd Two Diamonds 
bid is available. The 
e Two Cubs — Two 
ids — Three Dia- 
pushes the auction 
ortably high. It is cor- 
• North to bid Two 
A reasonable suit is all 
d to respond with two 
ajar to Two Clubs or 
iamonds. You need a 
land to respond at the 

non-tromp lead dedar- 

I have ruffed a spade in 

nmy- but on the actual 
had no choice but to 
long suit and hope the 


opponents discarded foolishly. 

On the first four diamonds 
West followed and Easr dis¬ 
carded two dubs. On the fifth 
trump West threw a club and 
East a heart. Now declarer 
played a heart to the ace and a 
heart from the dummy. East 
was in some difficulty, with 
the choice of discarding a dub 
fromQJ10.ora small spade. 
As South had bid spades. East 
knew he must keep equal 
length with him. so he un¬ 
guarded the dub. Now dedar- 
er had to lose a spade and a 
dub. one down. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 



By Philip Howard 


dubbs 

a. An oil process 

b. Voice-over 

c. - Sports dothing 

CUNIBERT1 . 

a. A Runic script 

b. Ligurian pasta 

c A nava\ architect 


LOOSE UNER 

a. A shipping problem 

b. A football groundsman 

c. An artillery component 

WANKEL 

a. An Alpine plant 

b. Alcoholic dnnk 

c. An engine 

Answers on page 50 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Continuing deadlock 

For the founh game of his 
match last year against IBM’s 
Deep Blue computer, Kas¬ 
parov sought to dynamite his 
way through the black de¬ 
fences. sacrificing rook for 
bishop. Nevertheless, Deep 
Blue’s renewed display of 
excellence in calculation of 
precise tactical variations once 
again thwarted Kasparov's 
efforts to land a direct hit. The 
score was now two points 
each, with just two games to 
go. Last Saturday (April 19). I 
gave the fifth game, in which 
Kasparov finally broke the 
deadlock to move one game 
ahead. On Monday l will give 
the sixth and final game of the 
Man v Machine encounter of 
last year and also make my 
predictions for their forthcom¬ 
ing clash, starting on May 3 in 
New York. 

White: Garry Kasparov 
Blade Deep Blue 
Philadelphia. 1996 

Semi-Slav Defence 


18 

Ne5 

Re8 

19 

Raal 

Be6 

20 

14 

QcS 

21 

h3 

&5 

22 

15 

Bxc4 

23 

Nxc-S 

bwc4 

24 

Rxe8+ 

NxeB 

25 

R“4 

N16 

26 

Ryc4 

Nd5 

27 

Oe5 

Qd7 

28 

Rg4 

16 

29 

Qd4 

Kh7 

30 

Re4 

RdS 

31 

Khl 

0c7 

32 

QJ2 

. Ob8 

33 

Ba4 

i£ 

34 

Bcfi 

C4 

36 

Rxc4 

Nb4 

36 

813 

Nd3 

37 

Qh4 

Qxb2 

33 

093 

Oxa3 

39 

Rc7 

CM8 

40 

Ra7 

NeS 

41 

Rxa5 

Q17 

42 

Rxe5 

bceS 

43 

Qre5 

Re8 

44 

Q14 

Qf6 

45 

BhS 

R18 

46 

Bg6 + 

Kh8 

47 

Oc7 

Qd4 

48 

Kh2 

RaB 

49 

Bh5 

016 

50 

Bg6 

RgB 

Draw agreed 



Diagram of final position 


1 

N13 

d5 

2 

04 

c6 

2 

cA 

e6 

4 

Nbd2 

N16 

5 

e3 

Nbd7 

6 

Bd3 

Bdo 

7 

e4 

Njte4 

8 

Nxe4 

chre4 

9 

Bxe4 

CM3 

10 

60 

h6 

IT 

BcS 

e5 

12 

Rel 

exdJ 

13 

Qxd4 

BcS 

14 

Oc3 

a5 

15 

a3 

Nt6 

16 

Be3 

Bre3 

17 

Rxe3 

Bg4 



abcdefgh 


□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


/WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 

Black to play. This position is from 
the game Pdletier—Van der Werf. 
Cannes 1997. This position features 
the unusual material balance of 
three minor pieces against a 
queen, if While can organise his 
forces he should be able io pul up 
stiff resistance- However, Black 
found a clever way to end the game 
immediately. What did he play? 

Solution on page 50 
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BASEBALL 


NATIONAL LEAGUE; New xor* 10 Cron- 
nah Z Colorado 7 Florida 3; San Francisco 
4 Mama 3 Montreal 4 Chicago 3. 
Pittsburgh 3 PhtedeWaa 2. Lee Angeles 2 
St Louis V. Houston 11 San Diego 7 
AMERICAN LEAGUE; Cleveland 71 005- 
ton 7. New Yo* 10 MdwauLee 5; Chicago 
It Baltimore 9 (lOmns). Ttews 2 Detrofl 1: 
Oakland 6 Mmnasma 1: Anahwn 5 Toronto 
4 t items/: k.arises City 12 Seattle 10 


BOWLS 


SYWCY: Mazda Jack High ini«maUonrtB 
srngJot ttwntnwrt Ifcwnd robin) Section 
A: 0 Gouriay (Scot) bt I Tayter lAus) 9-8, 
9-7; B Brassey (N2) bt R Dunn (Aus) 9-2. 
9-3; S Gtesson tAust bt Gouriay 9-6. 9-7. 
Section B; K Wtateb JAus) bt C Andenwn 
[Hart*. fcriandl 9-8.9-4; K Kemw* iAus) W 
N Burkett ISA) 3-6. 7-9, 9-5. 


CRICKET 


SECOND M CHAMPIONSHIP IN* day of 
three): Worcester Lefeesterstiae 208 (C D 
Crowe 50. J E Bnrtdey 5-00). Worcester¬ 
shire 165-3 (D A Uatherdote 61 not out). 
Uxbridge: Middtese* 247 (S P Moffat 105; 
U Afcaal 4-311. Notungtamshire 53-1 
Taunton: Sussex 2T7: Somerset 157-2 (S C 
Ecclestone 76 not out) 

SCHOOLS MATCH: * Bon 228-2 dec. I 
Zngwi 160-3. Shrewsbury 207-4 dec. 
•Wrtfdn 1S3 * denotes home side 


FOOTBALL 


Wednesday’s late resdte 
EUROPEAN CUP: Semf-fltvafe. second 
legs: Juvenrus 4 Afax t (Juvertus. w*i 6-2 
on egg!: Manchester United 0 Boroesta 
Dortmurtl 1 (Dortmund win 2-0 on aggl 
FA CAfflJNG PREMIERSHIP: Derby Coun- 

a o Nottingham Forest 0: Leicester City 0 
est Ham United 1 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: First dhriafen: 
Crystal Palace 3 Reamg 2. Wofcerftamp- 
ton Wanderers 1 Grimsby Town 1 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Gateshead 2 
Stevenage 2 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP; SemHtnal 
replay: Ceflfc 0 Fafcirk 1 [at IbraQ. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: Premier djwiaton: 
Bunt on 0 Hyde 3 

DR MARTEN9 LEAGUE Midland Oviston: 
Bards 0 Roibweil 4. So»m# Boro 3 Cntay 
3 Southern dvieton: Darttord 0 Margate 3. 
Faeton 2 St Leonards 2 
GILBERT LEAGUE OF WALES: Bany 3 
wa Cebfc-Te) ft Caemarton 3 Newtown 0. 
EbdwVale 4 Aberystwyth 0 
PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Fort Willem 3 Nam County 1. 
HufflW 2 Deveiotwele 1. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
tfivfcJon: Arsenal 3 Ipswich 0. Bournemouth 
0 Cardiff ft MiMrall o Luton 1. Norwich 1 
Crystal Palace 1; Prenmoutn i Bread Cft 
1 - Southampton 1 Bread Rovers £ 
VftTfcledon 4 Swindon 2 
PONTINS LEAGUE: Premier cfivtejoir 
Oktiam 0 Leeds 1. Sheffield Wed 2 
Barrtngham 1; Bloke 3 Bouon 2. Rrat 
division: Notts. Coirty 0 Aston Vito 4: West 
Bromwich 3 Sunderland 2. Second dhn- 
slon: Brailoid 1 Shrewsbury 1: Stockport i 
Carfcte 0 Third dMstoiu DarSngtOn f 
Chesterfield 1: Lrcoln 2 Bury 0: Rodidale 2 
Chester 1; Wafealf 3 IMgan 0. 

UNJJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: First 
division: WO- 4 Throe Bndgeo 0 
ENOSLBGH INSURANCE MDUtf® 
COMBINATION: Premier rivfeinci: Kano- 
rah an Timbers 3 BUston Cotranunay Coll¬ 
ege 0. Kings Heath 2 Worcester 2: Studtey 
BN 6 W*1 Mtiland Be Sovice 0. 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE- Ftel tfiwNoK B«tfnglan IT 
West Auckland ft Crook 0 Whitby 1. 
EUrftam 3 Eaangion 3. Gusbofousfi A 
HIM. Newcastle 0. 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Premier tferisKlm Wisbech 6 
Walton t. 

LONDON SPARTAN LEAGUE; Harry 
Sunderland Shfeirf. Lcyion Cwrty 2 
Ctepham 1 


MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS: Premier 
dhrtson: London Cotnev 2 Lelchworth 2 
OLD BOYS LEAGUE; Premier dMstor* 
Old Hamptonlans 7 C Manning OB 1: Old 
Vaughartar* 1 CM AJoysians 2 
INTERNATIONAL MATCH: Chaw 0 South 
Korea 2 (in Beijing). 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL: Italy 2 Eng¬ 
land a 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Goodhand Cup 
Final: Bamstey 0 Sheffield 1 EngSsh 
schools gWa' under-16 Vbnto Trophy. 
Final: Montgorwry High School. Ulrica- 
shie 2 Aicnwshop Grfmshow. West Mid- 
lands 1. Inter-county: Kent 2 toner 
London 2. 


TENNIS 


MONACO; Man's toumamartt: Second 
round: C MoyA (Sp) bt F Clave! (SpJ 6-1. 
4-6. 6-1 Third round: M Rios (Chtel bt A 
Costa (Sp) 7-6,64: M Larsson ©we) H D 
Vacek (C 2 ) 7-5. B-ft. A Corretja (Sp) bt B 
UBroch (Cz) 4-6.7-6.6-0: F Santoro fFr) bl 
S Bruguera (Sp) 36. 7-5,6-1. 

ORLANDO, Horida: Men's tournament 
Second round: A O Brier (US) tt K Cadswi 
(Dent 2-6. 6-3. 6-£ C Woodruff (US) W O 
Gross (Get) 7-5. 7-6. G Stettaid ©Aj bl S 
Siofle (Aus) 6-2. 6-3. F M eigen fBrj b» M 
Rodriguez (Atg) 64. 62. 


BOURNEMOUTH Spring sateSlfi tourna¬ 
ment (G8 unless crated). Men: First round: 
J Delgado M B Cowan 60.62. N Ctxnetoi 
(Frltt P Robinson 64.7-6: MMacUgar bl 
A Foster 64. 62: S Barron (ire) bl M BoL 

K I) 64, 7-6. Women: Second round: J 
n Dt A WaJnwrighr 67.63.61: C Teytoc 
MLOgan67.7-S63 


POOLS DIVIDEND 

VERNONS: Treble chance 24pu n04^0. 
23 E7.6& (two dividends only! Super shots 
£81.50. Premier 10 {paid on nro correct) 
£238.00. 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE {NHL): Stanley Cup: 
Play-ofte: Eastern Conference: New Yorti 
Rangere 3 Florida 2 (New YcrL lead besHfi- 
seven senes 61): Posbugh 4 Philadelphia 
1 (Fhdada(phB toad 3-1): Ottawa 1 BuflatoO 
(OT| (senes Ued 2-21 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


STONES SUPER LEAGUE: Bradford 28 
Hants* 26. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Pre¬ 
mier division: West Hufi 10 Dudley HU 17: 
Wookstoh 52 MayfiekJ 7. 

ALLIANCE CHAMPIONSHIP: Postponed: 
Leeds it Bradford: Wigan 64 Safforo 12. 


RUGBY UNION 


COURAGE CLUBS CHAMPIONSHIP: 
First division: Sale 41 London fcish 25 
Fourth derision north: Aspabia 8 Kendal 
11 


SQUASH 


ODENSE: Dunlop European team ctuun- 
pionshtpo: First quaffing reundt Men 
Pool A: England 3 Gemany 1: Wales 3 
Sweden 1. Pool a- Scotland 2 France Z 
Finland 4 Spain 0. Pool C: Hotond 4 
Greece 0 Pool D: Denmark 4 Austria 0 
Pool & Bekpum 4 Portugal ft '"eland 4 
Iceland 0 root F: Switzerland 3 Italy 1: 
Luosmbourg 3 Hungary 1 Women; Pool A; 
England 3 fiance 0; Scotland 2 Denmark 1. 
Poo) 8: German’ 3 Finland ft Hotond 3 
Switzerland 0 Pool C; Ireland 2 Wales i; 
Belgium 2 Auswa j Pod D: Sweden 2 
Spain 1: Italy 2 Norway I 


SPEEDWAY 


KING'S LYNN: British under-21 champ¬ 
ionship: 1. L Lenham I4pts: 2. L Richard¬ 
son i£ 3, S Nichols 12 
SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: Poda 73 East¬ 
bourne 17 

PREMIER LEAGUE CUP: Hid 59 Sheffield 
31. 


TABLE TENNIS 


MANCHESTER World _ - 

Men: Category one: Group B: Sweden 3 
Slovakia t Category two: Group F: Togo 3 
Ukraine 2 Group G Ireland bl Iceland 61 
ftdand names first: C Stevm bt K Briam 

21- 8. 11-21 21-10; J Cowan bt G 
Stephenson 21-13. 21-1& S Spelman inN 
to A Haidar son 2622. 1621: Slewi bt 
^aphensen21-1A.21 m Turkey W Sudan 
34) Group H: Aurora 3 Lebanon 0. Group 
t Algeria 3 Ufiniarta 1; Indonesia 3 
AzetbaUenO Group J: Australia 3 Ghana O. 
Women: Category era- Group tt Not* 
FareaSTanvenO Category duo: Groups 
Madco bl Ireland 62 (Ireland names fctt T 
Bollaid tost to B Hernandez 21-1B. 17-21. 
19-21; A Glow* bt M Mtamontes 21-10. 

22- 20, B Laic W T Diaz 21-13. 21-15; 
Gtowr JocJ ip Hemand® 17-21. 17-21; 
Bototd tost io MWmontaa 1621. 21-10. 
17-21) Group H; Croatia M Scotland 60* 
(Scotlond names fret S Huny tod to E 
Ljpnw. J621, ii-2l, L Anderson lost to S 
jSrecll-21.9-21. LRubbtod lo ABakula 
15-21. 12 - 2 J). Group tFWand 3 Ghana ft. 
Smoapote 3 Latvia 0 Group J: Tuttey 3 
Mongolia ft Czech ffepubft: 3 Vfenazasteft 
Group O: Pctand w/0 Tanzania so. 



FORTHCOMING 

COMPANY GOLF DAYS 


| T!:t ii-iwi luvi- rc^i d rfu-jj' v‘ r;:i> 

tint sr°N»> j I"!' Hu- dulli-iiLC. i;ii' K-n t'mjr 

_ - t,. j -'torvr- «'i: l!iu t!,r. will T-.-vni ihu K-yin 

Mees Pierson .■ t-.( i: r;t;(A Mr:in-K:n;!i. ! iiwl. 


Data Company name; 




HURLSTOH HAUL 28 

HATFIELD LONDON 50 

COUKTRYCLUB 
YEOVBl . 27 


25 APR CRESCO INDUSTRIAL ROTHERHAM 40 

SUPPLIES LTD 

, ZStfR WASTtOttSLTO 

28 APR LONDON MTERHATTOHAL 

RWCIALRinJRESEXaUNBE 

: 28 APR CARKAUDICTALBOX 

.CLOSINGSpa . . 

29 APR . WED LAKE BHi .. SUNNIHGOALE 30 

‘so apr 1 AssocsniwirAaJffBfflOfr' 'copt ho(th : » 

TOBACCOSPBMUSTS _ .. ^ 

30 APR BARCLAYS BANK KIN&SWQOD 1U 

SOUTH EAST REGION 

;«apjt GtJU^C0.Lra;" :.:"7: ' eanciwww^ " « 

30APR POFMU«hH> ^ StMWNGDALE 45 

1MAY iffiNTASWCraUE" '•", . V^^HEVnMKRH.' • 2> 

1 MAY GENEHALE DESEAUX THE BELFRY 9B 

.'IJBW HARVESTKBPCULIW W- ■ H aUPOMlJUffig IB 

1MAY H HSWALES CB-TIC MANOR 1M 

ITWff H I CS SPORTS ASSOCUTKM ' ROCMMUNT . • -71. 


2 MAY 

CAMERAS CAN CCTV LTD 

QUtniBR 

40 

•2MAY 

’ 2PS (OITItt SttPPl^Sl LTD . 

MOORPAWC 


2 MAY 

PWEWOODPRWT 

1UUJUDE 

45 

>2 MAY • 

PROTT atthe BUU.LT 0 

■HESCm. . 

: 10 

2 MAY 

THE VIRTUAL OFFICE GROUP 

CASTLE ROYLE 

36 


AtfOClATf if OWJO*i 


CITROEN 


\\ \T!.:kior!; 
i.kys r.\i 


9?fk£ ^ h '°" 


For entry details you can eitben- 

1 TELEPHONE 0171 405 7273 

2 FAX6ACK ON 0660 600667 

3 ACCESS THE INTERNET SITE ON 

http!//www.gol ftoday.co.uk/timescorpgolf/ 


Ncfioncl Final 
shown on 

sports 
















44 SPORT _ 

RACING: SEAN CONNERY-OWNED CHASER GIVES EXHILARATING DISPLAY IN CROSS-COUNTRY RACE 


Risk Of Thunder licensed to thrill 


Andrew Long more on a Punchestown 

chase that fosters its own folklore 


T rust the Irish to write a 
lyrical poem about it. 
"With no time to reflect 


X "With no rime to reflect 
if your seat is correct. Riding 
theories can burst like a 
bubble. Just ram home your 
feet and forget your right seat . 
When you're riding the 
Punchestown Double 
like Becher’s Brook, the 
Punchestown Double fosters 
its own folklore. Jumping it is 
a rite of passage for all 


aspiring young riders, besides 
providing a guarantee of a 
lifetime's tali stories and a few 
free drinks on a quiet night at 
the local. 

Legend has it that a horse 
owned by the Baron de 
Roe beck took one look at the 
much-vaunted Double and 
jumped dean over in one 
stride. Lesser animals have to 
negotiate their way as best 
they can, fiddling a stride here, 
sliding out on their back legs 
in an undignified scramble 
only wizened old hunters 
would countenance. 

After a relentless gallop to 
victory yesterday, Risk Of 
Thunder is writing his own 
chapter about the race called 
the Quinns of Balnnglass Stee¬ 
plechase, but known far and 
wide simply as the La Touche. 
That he is owned by the 
original 007 himself, Sean 
Cannery, only adds to the 
lustre of story. 

Connery was u riabie to be at 
Punchestown yesterday, but 
his purchase of Risk Of Thun¬ 
der with the help of the 
ubiquitous J P McManus re¬ 
flects an old-fashioned love of 
racing and a passion for a 
challenge. Had 007 been a 
jockey, he would have tackled 
the La Touche, probably in 


bow de and dinner jacket and 
smoking a cigar. 

In his absence, £nda Bulger 
did a fair impression of an 
armchair ride. It helps, he 
said, that he knows his way 
around the 33 fences. 

“There are so many twists 
and turns, you need a com¬ 
pass," he said “But it helps 
that I have been riding round 
here for 15 years.” For the last 
three, he has ridden Risk Of 
Thunder to victory with an 
increasing degree erf comfort. 

Yesterday, the margin be¬ 
tween him and Digacre at the 
finish was 15 lengths, but the 
race was all but over a mile 
from home. Risk Of Thunder 
produced such a prodigious 
leap over Ruby Walsh, the 
imitation bank built two years 
ago in front of the stands, that 
cheers turned to gasps. No 
bank is supposed to be treated 
with such disdain. 

“I Ve never known a horse to 
jump like that,” Bolger said. 
“The enthusiasm and gift he 
has for these fences is extraor¬ 
dinary. 

"He’s electric. You would 
have to ride him to explain, 
but it's just a great feeling to be 
riding him and it's great for 
the race because we need 
runners for this race.” The 
new cross-country course at 
Cheltenham has been mod¬ 
elled on Punchestown. But the 
race, tucked away in Novem¬ 
ber, has not yet been folly 
accepted in England. “Donkey 
derby” it was christened after 
the inaugural running two 
years ago, an affront to the 
purity of National Hunt rac¬ 
ing and a danger to horse and 
rider. 

In Ireland, the La Touche is 



2.05 Daunting Lady 
235 Harry Wotton 
3.10 Bret Island 


THUNDERER 

3.40 Shadirwan 
4.10 ALHAWA (nap) 
4.45 Ukraine Venture 
5.20 Splicing 


Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.35 Komi. 3.10 First Island. 
4.45 ALCALAU (nap). 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


DRAW: 5F, HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


2.05 ALBERT MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 

RULIES STAKES (2-Y-0: £3,566:51) (15 nainers) 


101 

(13) 

D AFTER DAWN 14 (One 0« Da BghO Ita P DofteU 8-11- 

.. J Oaten 

- 

TW 

(D 

OAWEY PAflK (Bfaney Part ftioag Duti) C O^or HI _ 

... K Prion 

- 

103 

(151 

DAUiTHG LADY (T Date) H Hannon 8-11 -- 

Pal EfUoy 

- 

1IM 

I5| 

FAST TEMPQ (IAi M PriSng) B Priteig 8-11 ... 

_ T Spoke 

— 

105 

(111 

6 FAYHANA14 [Ricegoas CM Omen Gunn (1997)) J Mb 8-11. 

. RWs 

- 

106 

114) 

5 FLEET LAUY13 (H fttfcdd) Ut. PDOfleM 6-11 - ... 

_ S Dram 

— 

107 

171 

USAS PfflDE (A Grifin) hfcs. G hdenr 8-11 ... 

. SSondos 

- 

108 

15) 

WSSHTtBlom^W Damon Ml ... 

R Hughes 

- 

109 

(2) 

PATSY CULSYTH (Forcyft Cufrt facing) M Johnflm 4-11 .. . 

... J Weaver 

— 

110 

(12) 

0 PHONE ALEX 6 (J B fl LersK Lift R fbmm 6-11... 

ftmeOTteO 

— 

til 

(3) 

SHALABBLA (Mrs J ft>K> & Mr T Mato) M Damon B-11 

... Tttfti 

- 

112 

(9) 

SIHiT PflfflE (Mas 0 tor) U USha 6-11.. 

M Rotate 

— 

111 

(8) 

0 SUN M TIS MQflNMG 6 (D Poml) B MhIbi B-11 .. 

.. BDoyle 

- 

114 

(101 

TLROHA (N Kmev) h McAuUt 6-11 --- 

.. .. J Rrid 

— 

115 

(4) 

1HVBBAL UUJY (Uuiasf Coriomce Tiv LU1C Jams 8-11.. 

MJKknne 

- 


BETTBC; 4-llfcs ra. 5-1 Damhng Latfr. 11-2 Priw Cuhyft. M Fayrara 10-1 Lisa's PWfc, 12-1 Btaroj Part. 
Haw Ala. Snawh Sun In Ifir Maitng, 14-1 often. 

1996: SAB0TW 8-11 Pa (J-1) B rtdte 8 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


DAUNIWG LADY (tafcd Ha 5. lari 
llWOlrgrc]. Seam tel by UupriT. im. tokfr- 
fe» at Ml-slsler to dam ol MvsUm. 71 rimer 
FAYRAHA 8MI 6lh ol 14 to Dim Ots in auction 
maidoi at Nottnqtam (9. pood ta Bimj rift 
AFTER DAWN lA mrx otfi 7UI lift TIBET 
LADY ataul13tl 5ft ol 7 to Rfcito Qtllif Moon 
in novice ace * Wrack (9. good la tom). 
SHALABELLA (Fed 25. IBAMgrt). Ttad tori bv 
Shafted: dam. halt-srte to useM jwtrilo 


Stantmok. modes! maid® to Wind. SUN HIRE 
HORNNG 7*1 7ft ol 12 to Squaw Angel to 
Mtmon maiden M Neriury (5L good to tom) reft 
PHONE ALEX SHI Ilk 


TUNDRA (Apr 7.lASOOgre). HM-seta by Com¬ 
mon Grants lo Look And Lite. GMtn mm h 


Franca and Gemuny: dam. haU-asser lo very snarl 
French sprinter 6cm Osmond. 1m 3 mm In 
Franca. 

No setoctan 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

J SfKamg 

J Dunlop 


M Johnston 
J Gusrtai 
D Lotto 
H Cedi 


Wire 

Rnrs 

1 

JOCKEYS 

Women 

Ma 

4 

16 

25D 

Pa* Eddtay 

53 

237 

20 

• 95 

211 

J Weave 

9 

51 

9 

43 

20.9 

M J Ktom 

9 

51 

20 

99 

202 

Dane OTtofl 

9 

61 

7 

36 

194 

T (Uni 

24 

176 

13 

70 

186 

J Retd 

22 

1B5 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ludlow: 545 Jusl Andy, Theme Arena Perth: 245 L 
Cay. 3 50 Fareteme. Maple Bay. Taunton: 605 Just For A Reason, More B3s, P 
Equiiame. 6.35 Mazemo. 



THUNDERER 


5.30 Garryfough 
6.00 John Drumm 

6.30 Boots N All 


7.05 Summer Spell 
7.35 Sublime Fellow 
8.05 No Pattern 


GUIDE TO OURf^UNEllACEGARD; 


113143 600D DUES 13 (BFJFAS) (Mrs DHobteon)B Hoi 17-fl-B Wes! (7) 88 


Hxacard nundw SIx-tigute taw (F — leS. P — 
puBed up U —unsealed rider. B — bnugto 
dam S — shwed up R — reJused. 0 — 
dstpaHtonl) Horse's name Days sues Iasi 
outing. F tf BaL (B —blinkers. V —visa H — 
hood. E —EyesJ add C — course rimer. D — 
distance rimer CD —coarse and tfeSance 


MW. BF — beaten tmourtte * bfes! race) 
Gong on rideb horse has mo (F — tom. good to 
tom. hard. E —good. 5 —sod. good to son. 
heavy]. Owner in bcadets. Trainer. Age and 
ntyt ffids plus any atoMms. The Trass 
Pnwtt fandkappeTs rating 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM (GOOD IN PLAGES) 


5.30 BET WITH Tiff TOTE AMATHIR 
RIDERS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,290:3m 110yd) (12 nmnas) 


221121 UERUG DREAM 25IDJ£)(W m OStanmidfl-tl-tl_ 

2601F4 QAJfflYlOUGH 41 (OJAS) (TWhUey) D GandoUo B-il-9_ . 

mils- AUTO njIT 524 (Df.GS) (3 Taqntl N Hmdcrwn 9-11-6_ 

3UP5U2 StG BB< DIM 69 (DJ.G5) dJptonh BtoedstocM C Brwte 11-10-13. 
4003P5 DONT THi THE WfE 13 (C0.Q.S) (Bfc fadog) C Eqertan If-10-13 

3UZ11B HAnRETOWNLADY?5(BJ)AGBddmg ID-10-11 -- 

211214 DRUMCULL01162(DJ£MUBoodt)KB*yB-1IW .. 

B3M53 ffiVADA GOLD 67 (DJ.&5) (G Sarto) F Yatitey 11-10-6_ 

4534*2 DIAMOND FORT 27 (DJ.GJS) (Mrs B Stodte) J MdUinocta 12*10-5 

UP6S32 DANGBt BMY IB 0 LFJGl 5] IMooRadogiDWiUlaas 7-10-1 . 

2MMF MEW GHOST 31 (VS) (G Gttirlnrp) 6 Gfdthas 12-194__ 

eStMV FIGHT ID WN 692 (DJF£) (B Famclge) L Grzsck 9-10-0- 


R Horton (3) 90 
.. C Baser ® 
, C Vigors (5) 94 
.. E James (7) 85 
JGrifc&fa?) 97 

- LJdtad(7) 93 
.. ft Writey (7) BO 
Mncfati(7) B5 

— . - 85 

. SDm*(7] 95 
. OHtooodPl - 

J Grass** (7) - 


BETTWG: 94 Matins Dream. 5-1 GaflykugbiM BigB® D®. 7-1 Df®rariFoL8-1 thumoiAai NeadaGdd. 
10-1 often 


1996: WC0SA 7-10-41P Henley [6-1] R Abler 11 tan 

FORM FOCUS 
















Risk Of Thunder, ridden by Bolger, clears the bank on his way to an impressive victoiy at Punchestown yesterday 


regarded as rather more than 
a wacky sideshow. This is the 
heart of National Hunt racing 
and rightly there is more than 
a doff of the cap to Bsrcy La 
Touche, a banker who was 
born and raised locally, who 
bought up all the small farms 
at Punchestown and preserved 
them for jumping. Before La 
Touche, the race was run over 
the farmers' lands, through 
ditches, over walls and 
hedges. Something of that 
spirit remains today. 

The La Touche, which cele¬ 


brated its 200th anniversary 
three years ago, is the second 
race on the final day of the 
biggest National Hunt festival 
in Ireland. It is the race many 
here regard as the highlight of 
the whole meeting. Not many 
jumps have a poem all to 
themselves. 

A few more displays like 
yesterday and Risk Of Thun¬ 
der will be immortalised in 
rhyming verse himself. The 
eight-year-old is beginning to 
capture the imagination of the 
Irish people in much the way 


Danoli has on a wider scale. 
“On an ordinary park course, 
he is very ordinary. But show 
him the banks and he im¬ 
proves three stone.” Bolger 
added. “He's just an amazing 
horse." 

At the Double Bank, taken 
both ways, uphill first and 
downhill second. Risk Of 
Thunder slapped onto the top 
of the six-foot bank and was 
away before the rest had found 
their feeL 

It was quite a spectacle as 
the uncertain tail-enders skid¬ 


ded off the top like skiers out of 
the starting gate, and jockeys 
shut their eyes and hung on 
for dear life. 

The next target for Risk Of 
Thunder is the Pardubicka. 
the great race run in the Czech 
Republic every October. That 
too has a ferocious reputation 
and a wealth of legend at¬ 
tached to it, which will not 
frighten horse or jockey one 
iota. As the poem says: “Ram 
homeyourfeei and forget your 
right ‘seat, U Tien you're jump¬ 
ing the Punchestown Double ". 


2.35 TUDOR CONDITIONS STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £4,855:1m) (7 mnners) 


4.10 ATHLONERATH) HANDICAP 

(£6,220: im) (14 runners) 


201 (4) 41- DE5ERTH0MZDN176 (OS) (KADdufla) J Gorin W) TQ«*n 92 

202 (5) I GREENAWAY BAY 25 (F) (MoBos Racing] G Wragg 9-0-... MWfc B6 

293 (7) 21- HARRYW0LT0H219 (f) pd Ftoad SrcurtBes Rd H Ccd 9-0 ._ WRyan 88 

204 (6) 1 LATALOWE17 (DF) (Mrioao E Dunlop 94 .. MJKkaic IB 

205 (1) 1 ROMANOV27<S) <RSmptt) P Ctappto-HHin M .. - -.JfMd 91 

206 (2) 2 ItfM 10(Sherii Mohmmad) M 3nue8-10. ... PatEddary g) 

207 O) MILITARY <Huin0totd Cnpoalion) H Cadi 8-7 .... K Fatal ~ 

rei I Mi' 3-1 Ranamr. 4-1 Mtar. LAIonne. 11-2 Octal (token. 6-1 Kara Waflai B-1 often. 

1995: REGAL ARCHVE 9-0 J Rad (3-1| P Ctuppla-Hian 7 no 


FORM FOCUS 


DESERT H0MZDN bad Janb Jack HI in ooden 
to NoUngham (1m. sol). GREENAWAY BAY bad 


The Neooitrai 3HI to iradai to Komton (71. good 
to tom). HARRY WOLTON bed Cbwdnc 1UI to 
maiden d Yamouth (71. good hi tom). LflTA- 


LQMNE bod Sham 3 ft mad® at Hodnghm 
(1m. goto to fftn). ROMANOV bed Mustac* neck 
ft mad® d Hadock (71. sotQ. KOMI netoi 2nl to 
Stoirat In man® a NmntBtaf [71. good). 
Selector KOMI 


3.10 


501 (51 02/114- SAMARA307(BFJUG)lAfteSeWFamr.StudUtfiJ&«**0-9-7 PtoEddBY 92 

501 (7) -634230 PATH! NOSTffl 34 (DJG.S) Winoc* J A tern 3-5-3 RatoBitay 95 

503 (13) 0005(H) STONE RIDGE 34 IDF.S) (MisC Hamgionj fl Kamon 5-3-3 Date Q-Neto 97 

504 (4j 211130- GIVE ME A RHG 202 (D.F.G) (G Reed) C Thornton a-3-2 .. OMcMBOW) 95 

505 (11 45G003- STAR MANAGER 181 (CO.GS) (M Art*) P Cole 7-9-1 ....... T Own 91 

506 (12) 020231- POMONA 178 (D.G) (Styne Raong Lid) P EUxi 4-36 M Roberts 96 

507 (9) 542341 STAR TALENT 13 (D/.S.S1 [fi lAtfaelanj) Szkfing 66-:2 - R Cochrane 92 

50B (101 060300- WAKm. 18SJ(D/^)(MrJOwri»)SDew5-8-11.JRtod 91 

509 (11) 022-450 MGHTWWK35(DJ.G)(MrsPBaijanm)GLMaw5-8-1B SWt*«orft 94 

510 f14) 04-1503 RAWS 21 (BF.CJvS) IP Omrockl Mrs t StubbsF-6-8-KFafcn S 

511 (3) 0000-61 WOIT DANCE 14 (CJLF.G.S1 (FM0A) k Uogar 5-6-3- RRrem* (5) 94 

5)2 78) 006000- ALHAWA )95 (fheMangy Mail 3 Ahetats 4-6-7 . .. SSanden 9) 

513 (2) 223166 AIIBB1F0RT48(V^(Cd(do»anFS«3iigScc)Da«aei4B-i DGr*ms(3) 93 

514 (6| 100006 THBWEA35(DS) (R Gudge CLewis.MCabellBMiittan4-6-7 TSjrale 89 

Long baKlc®: Aten 66, Antw Fort 86. Ttahea 8-5 

6ETW6:11-2 Aitaao. 6-1 Samaa 7-1 N>gM Dance. 6-1 SV Manager Star Tdert. 10-1 Grre Me A Rng. 
Ponuna. 12-1 olbas 

1996: STAR MANAGBt 66-7 M HHU (16-D ? CWr 13 iw 


U SAN DOWN MILE (Group II: £35,945:1m) (B runners) 

(7) 112351- FR5T BLATfl) 138 (D.F.G) (MoOer, fating) G Wagg 5-96 


302 (4) 6-44346 G0DSIB81G 22 (DJ,G) (B Yoarrflev Ud) M Jdngton 4-9-4— J Weaver 90 


383 (1) 22030-5 ACHARNE9(D.5)flVtoRacftglCBnSai4-M . 


(5) 153400- BEAUCHAMP KING 244 pj=.G.S) IE P«bw)J0u*» 4-M. J Rod 94 


4.45 APRIL MAIDEN FI LUES STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £3,994:1m 20 (12 runners) 


IS) 321123- BBJ ROSE 201 (BJ)G) (W Sard) D Lnto 5-9-0 _. 


305 0 201100- (2KTHE STALLS 174 (CD/AS) (A Pye-Jeay) R J-HougMon 4-M S 5andn 


387 (3) 134043- ROYAL PH8.0S0PRB1139 (D.F.S) (A Mller) J 1*8s 5-9-0 . ... RWs B8 

38a (6) 2113-2 WBW9(DT)[KAbdUlajflCharSani-M- PtoEddery 96 

BETTWG: 5-4 Rni biato. 4-1 Bta Basle. WWm. 7-1 Beauchamp Ktog, 12-1 Cenbe Sldh 14-1 often 
1998: 6ABR 6-M W Cara® (13-2) fl Amstang 12 ran 


FORM FOCUS 

FIRST GLAND bed Seascay Ml n 12-nma I BM R0SI 


gnup I Hang Kang tntemtolonal Dm d Sha Tin 
dm 11, good ft tom). G0THENBERG toxnl i Wl 
6ft oi 13 ft Tarwrar in coraAnns race d Nad AT 


6*1 ol 13 ft Tanayaz in camtoniB ran to Nad Al 
Saba (AW. 1m 21). BEAUCHAMP KWG151 lot o» 
7 ft Hdbng in groui I Cnrto EdN>» Stakes to 
Sankmn | 1 m 3. good u sad) an pauRknate stal 


BM ROSE 4 3rd ol ID to Aftaaft in group D Pih 
(to Rand Pmh to Loogdamp (Irrv good to soil) 
rift CENTRE STALLS (3ft worsa afT) 71 8ft 
VnXW 212nd toil ft Ali-ftorto in group to Earl ui 
Set® Slakes to N o w ma k e l (1m 1l goad) with 
ACHARNE rm necks and 1UI 5di 
Soiactor FIRST ISLAND (nap) 


601 (11) 0- ALCALAU 174 [L Norb) D KeSfWT 3-11. 

602 (61 0- AUFAMJANGO 190 (M Real A Stewart 5-11 

683 (51 2- GO RJR SALT 239 (S htacai) U Stone 6-tt .. 

584 (8) ft- LACURAMALAL 174 (Bamn G vooUDinaimi G Xrag 6-11 . 

605 (1) 33- LEADWG NOTE 167 rSheth Mariammall L i3umam 3-11 

606 (4) 3- QUEST RJR BEST 239 fl Tiftanri J Cmdm 5-11 

607 12) 02- SHOOK 266 IFWadc Sato Ud) l Curare 3-11 . _ 

608 (12) BOOK AT BEDTIME (R Cyzcr) C C,ffl 8-7 _ . 

609 (10) DMfTY (S ttmana) C Ekftton 67 . . . . _ 

610 (7) ROCKY DANCE (L Fust) A ianifc 6-7 _ _ ... 

611 (3) 9LANKXA IS Legg and Fainas) M Chjnron 8-7 .. 

612 19) UKRAWE VENTURE (ft F Cftni S Woods 67. 

BETTWG. 3-1 Go Fa SaU. 4-1 Shouk. 6-1 Leadng Note. 7-1 NoUi. Ootd fa Bea. 8- 
Aldandango Drinitr. 70-1 often 

1998: QUOTA 67 Pa Etktay (1?6 lav) H Cecil 14 ran 


.. PtoEddoy B 
7J Robots - 
J Reid 80 
. Mils - 
0 Urtima 60 
G find 75 
R F Irenes (5) 81 
... TQuftn - 
BDoyta - 
WJQXomor - 
R Peftam - 
. . WRyan - 
1 La Curamah). 14-1 


3.40 HEATHORNS BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP 

(£4,947:2m 78yd) (8 runners) 


5.20 BOW STREET HANDICAP 

(£5.129:50 (17 runners) 


(2) 234125- NORTHERN FUJI 35J (DjG) (Racaig FtrPte*a»e)UcAPenEB <-10-0 PaEdday 94 
(71 100D0S- SHADBIWAN S8J IDJ=.G6) (C Bto) H AhhurJ 6-9-17 ... TDjWl 91 

(5) 170633 ET7ERBYPARX13(BF/^)(Mr3MnGAfidiUtniri)UJansln)4-9-6 Jtetawr 97 


404 (4) 450434 UNCHANGB) 27 (DFJ) (M Steroids) C BrfBafn5-9-5 .. MFftfaots 95 

405 (6) 405132- JAMAICAN FLIGHT 25J (Di) (P Lantmui) C Snath 4-8-9 .. J Famine 90 

406 (1) 40400-5 SHARAF 15 (F) ID Deer) W M* 4-8-6 . JHad ffi 

407 (3) -301212 SCKUAMA15(BBFJ)J£)(I*Rogors)RFlow7-B-2 .. Star 94 

408 (B) 0361234 C0LB5DGE 13 (BffJXF.G^) (P Sheehan) J Shahan 9-7-12 U Henry (3) 90 

BETTING. 11-4 Enemy Part. 7-2 Unchanged. 5-1 Shartman. IW Norewn FtoeL Swtarra. 10-1 mm. 

1996: DARTBI46-7 S Sanden (M) R Atahurel 1 3 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


NORTHERN FIST neck 2nd dt IB ft Fujiyama 
Crest ft handicap to Ascot (2m. good m tom) or 
pnu«ft>» dto. mft ETTEfiBY PARK 111b better 
ofl) atofl 1DI 8ft. SHADIRWAN torn! 10UI 6*i id 
9 ft Sea Victor n ha ndi ca p to Chester (2m 2t 
117yd. good to firm) UNCHANGB] W,l 7lh of 10 
to Jnchcdfadi ft handcap to Kemptan (2m. gmd). 


JAMAICAN flJQTT 61 2nd ol B to Can* Smoke 
in apprenbea ndeysi' handicap a Foiasteno (2m 
93yd, good to tom) SHARAF abou 1H 5ft el 7 to 
Tumpde in conditions race to HareBon (Im 41 

C d to sa*J. SOOJAMA1 M 2nd ol 7 to Coh Sho 
m handicap at Folkestone dm 7) 92yd. (km). 
Sefectat JKffiTHfflN FLEET 


1 (5) 00021-0 LORD HIGH ADURAL 35 (CD/.GJ) (HkeBC)U Heaon-Blh; 9-10-0 U Roberts 95 

2 UD) 0505-13 EASTBW PROPHETS 7 (DT.S) (Hi J PodKs) G low 49-10 Pad Eddery 95 

3 (61 70000-0 NR BERGERAC 7 (CD/.G.S) (P John) B Filing 6-9-7 _ . TSpraka 96 

4 |16) 3151-25 ELLENS LAD 8 (0£G) IMr. C Friiftgunj 6 Harem 3-94) . . Pa Eddery 94 

5 (131 221004 GWtt SAVAGE 8 (COJ.ELS) (The Square Table) W Mouon 9-9-8 R Cochrane 96 

6 (4) 011-214 DM BOM BOM 25 (V.D.F.G5)(Y Eteri) M Bell 5-M.G Farina (5) £ 

7 (7) 5000-00 SWEET MAQC 7 (COF.G) (C Hamoand) P Horinj 6-941 . F Norton 93 

6 (11) 041264) LDN6WKK LAD 25 (F) (Mrs M WkiJanl W Huh 4-8-1J. JRekf 93 

9 (15) 4)2(362 BRQADSTARS BEAUTY 25 (B.DF^LS) (Ma J Fkml) D Chw 7-8-11 K Fatal 96 

ID (12) 000430- SPLICING 168 (D.B.S) (T Hmftleld) WFbggis4^^ ... HHfc 96 

11 (3) 0-55070 DANK FLYER 6 (DJ.G) [Dandrtim [ns Ud) 0 Aftritnoi 4-6-9 SWhuorth 95 

12 (17) 710074- LTIERARY SOOETY 198 (DJG) (Lady Cden Carta) J loiter 4^8 SSandas » 

13 D 400001- HKH D0MAH 166 (D.G.S) (S Borsbenyl J Speamg 6-fl-i . S Drown 93 

14 (8) 540-115 FMHH 55 (BED) (Braiwgte ilrordng Ud) R Ingrain 4-6-5 . A McOano 96 

15 fl) 40044)0 UNBRACE25 (D.F)(D Abbrit)Khrey 4-8-3 _ .. IfertftDwyer (3) 91 

16 (14) 4260-54 POWTER 17 (BF.F.5) (to fa The Crab) Mrs P Dudrid 5-7-10_J CbOn 92 

17 O] 334221- HALF TONE 254 (B.CDJ) [Ms G loimerman) R Ftower 5-7-10 . J Lowe U9 

BETTHG: 7-1 E*4on Pnriws. Sritemg. 5-1 Lord Ffai Admiral. Mr Bergerac. Eton: Lad. 10-1 Gone Savage. 
Cm Bom Bom, 12-1 often 


1996. MISTER J0L50N 7-8-8 R Cochrane (100-30 ten ft Hark*; 17 1 ® 


6.00 WOODROW WYATT HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£5,623:2m 110yd) (9 runriHs) 


7.05 TOTE MOBILE TSWUNAL NOVKES HURDLE 

(£3,485- 2m 40 (7 runners) 


31F204 DANCING RADOY 13 |CDF^£) iBydreice Ridng) k C-Brerm 9-124) 

03-22QF SUVE2 223 (CD^LLS) (APeton) tftsN Macadey 7-11-4- . 

210363 ALBEMHE13 (DJF.G) (MraJCecAttsJ Coo) 8-10-13.. 

241342 UARUS34 (Br^i) (UsAAndmsI JGftord 7-10-7. . .. 

0521D1 JOHN DRUM 13 (CDJ&S) (A Joins) P We&ba 6-10-7... 

l-OIF SEROUS 13JD-BF.FHT ** » Uuraib) K Badey 7-1M- . 

531001 IM A DREAMER 13 (OXF.Q IUb U Boriand) Use M Routed 7-10J . 

327311 DARAKSHAN 51 (F.G5) (M WtoO Ua K Iwgd 5-104)- .. 

1F711 MauuE FORTE 25(D.G5) (JR Adam J Adam 7-10-0 .. .. 


BPowel 87 
MARCgeoto 92 
T Kent 94 
P HUe 98 
_ J Osborne 97 
NWbRSM 95 
R Thornton (3) 93 
. .. JCrioty ffi 
. LA®el(3) 87 




M Retards B7 
J Grasstek 63 
L Haney - 
C UeweAyn 88 


BETIMG: 11-4 DstoBftan, 9-2 Senous. 5-1 Jrisi Dninm. 6-1 Aftarics. 7-1 Monsate Forte. 
10-1 often 


6-1 Cm A Dreamer. 


1 321 EAU IK COLOGNE 36 (Of) (0 Evan) Mn L Rnftnfc 5-11-5.... M Rfctnrds 87 

2 0 HKHTECH TOUCH 69 (Mn J Shirt Evans) L GrasscA 7-114).. hf J tosskl 63 

3 P007 MASRin 1287 (J Cette) J Cade 8-11-0 - ... L Haney - 

4 6120 NFUfifCE PEDLER 21 (D.GI (Mbs 5 BhnfiogJ J DM 4-10-12 C Unreftn 88 

5 31534 SUMMER SPELL 22 (F) W ftobK) N Hendenoo 4-10-17 .. M A Fbgoril ffl 

6 BAY LOUGH (G Luck) fl Row 6-10-9.Mr J ItoekiT) - 

7 UraO-OOP JAKES JOY 167 (Boe Racing) G Rm 7-104 . . . Mato drift fa - 

BETTWG; 13-8 Sterna Soefl Muence Pedkr. 7-2 Eai De Cotoftie. 16-1 often 

1996- 0J7US 7-11-10 S For (7-41J JaAra 7 ran 


1996: SLBVEZ 6-10-5 P Ude (4-1) Mrs N tecaatey 11 on 

FORM FOCUS 


7.35 


SBVEZ bed leran eBon neck 3od ol 9 to fuy EOft 
i.lSSfS huJe * WtoriW (2m. good to Rnn). 
MAHWS2WI 2ndal3toTtiiatysGrie>ta)c&CBi 

13,1 to too) jam 

pnOAl tm Fatty 2Mr5T7-flflBS nonce 

taretaptonjea Ascrt(2a 110yd.good tofinnj. 
[MA DREAMER beto Faorira imTh 9-nraa 
tendteap iwtie a A»ri (2m 110 yd, good to firm) 



1.03 TOTE BOOKMAKERS NOVICES CHASE (£5,037:2m) (3 runners) 

1 146113 SU3UME FELLOW 22 fPfSi (ft Mc&aft) N Henrterem 7-11-10 _ M A FKmxakl g) 

2 0ST111 WHAN JOCKEY 6 flLF.&S) (S M Mora) M Rpe 5-t1-3_A P McCo* 

3 65U32P FULL SMUJNG 4 (G Far) D WHtams 8-11-2_ . P* S CkMtk (7) 91 

BETH® 4-5 hdtan Joctey. 6-5 Sridino Fefcw. 16-1 Fed 3rtng 

1996: NayWRQ 8-11-10 P We (10-11 M D Etemti G ran 


8.05 TOTE CREDIT NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£5,061:2m 110yd) (9 rumiBre) 


6.30 TOTE DIRECT NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE KIs&fcH 

(£3,B91- 2m 31110yd) (7 runners) 

J !mERQflAT1Wia5(F^(SecieiP*Ben)GLUoore7-H-10_ A P McCoy 84 

2 31115P CARDINAL RULE 44 (D.G^S) (P Blnti) Mtss V WUunt 8-11-1_NWriamson 94 

3 »«240 SPRHG TO GLORY 23 (F.G) (A Byme) P Hawad 10-10-13_UAFtaOBfaid 88 

4 MOT* RYIDNRUN 13f.0(WOW)MrsSOdelliMM_.DGa^ts W 

5 602251 BOOTS NALL 10 (F) (Mn rUpper) E Btodtag 7-10-1 (4o)_BFMM @ 

6 064212 SUAZEY11 fflFJ)UfiDHa9)JGtrNeiUW041. SCWran 90 

I 0PKF4 EAUS0SLOE34(UsJDrux)JPMton6-1041_ J«bgM(3) - 

Lrag harefiop: Seaqr 9-12. Ear So Stoe 8-13 

ffiTTO® 74! BWU N All. 7-2 Freragatnc. Skany. 5-1 Grind We 12-1 Spring To Stay. 14-J BUM fan. 
16-1 HU SO Sate 


Fra) (M Geapl P Hedga 5-1241- MCWno(7) 96 

,F,G) (Mr H Bmnl Lfcs H KnigM 6-11-1. . . JFTHfey 95 
)h (DuraOnRKnaHUai^eHfl6-10-11 DMonh 92 


ll« 


D BtecUunl P Webbn 6-10-17. .. J Osborne m 

kpun) G L Moore 5-10-5 . OGefariv ® 

CP»| DNWiotoi 6-10-5. R Jolrson » 

14 Rad) R Buckler 5-1041. B Ptmri 88 

BWoodoii)JGdlod5-1041.PHete 83 

Jpams-IM .. ..... p Henley (3) - 

Long landfcw. Jw Nng 9 - 11 . AMMe unw 9-7. n* Bun 74) 

BETTWG-11-4 No Panrm 7-2 Fntea Lad. 4-1 Sounds Lin Fw. 5<sra Spina *■» Bpanus. 9-1 oOht' 

1996: PHAfl FROM FUMY 5-10-7 B Fenton (8-1) C Baring 9 do 


1996: FLAPJACK LAO 7-9-12 D Walsh {11-3} N Iwston4tanes 12 r® 

FORM FOCUS 


Horgan injured 


W9MJGATM beaiQde Goremor 121 n 6-nms 
fWlftrid On 41 110yd- firm). 
MMWL tea recent ettort beto Sups 
mpwi. 'J" is^Bnnef nows (ramSag ebse al 

Ho Jim d (ia 3f. 

SPRMG TO QURy beta ment dtort 51 2nd ri 5 
£ VUhVii Gtt n haorieap hrie to Unriek) (an 
3 HIM (nod k) aril RYTON RUN bed recent 
ritorl IS 2nd n| A in Onto A Mm n fbmce 


hawfic® da® at Ludhar (2m 41. good to fen). 

. BOOTS N ALL beal Decytog 71 In 7-nnw oohCs 
hnfica dase al CMtonham pm 51. good to 
tom) SLEA2EY 1HI 2nd oMI to Or Ifadri h 
wrikgnal jodeys' bandtcao decs al SouShnrtN 
Cm. gowj. EAU SO SLOE 7HI 4fet* 6 to 
Buddaid Lad h novice handicap draw a UngOold 
12m, gml to firm) 

! Seto cflotr BOOTS N ALL 


TREVOR HORGAN, knoc¬ 
ked uncon srious when Corket 
fell at Punchestown on Wed¬ 
nesday. was yesterday report¬ 
ed “semi-conscious and 
the 
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First Island can 


■HILIAN HERBEHT/ALLSPORT 


make winnin g 
return to action 


FINDING a suitable entiy 
for a high-dass older horse is 
often fraught with complica¬ 
tions. But Geoff Wragg. who 
trains First Island, can have 
afforded a wry smile when 
he scrutinised entrants for 
the Sundown Mile (3.10) — to 
be shown live on Channel 4 
this afternoon. 

Bin Rosie and Beauchamp 
King tackle First fsland in 
unfavourable circum¬ 
stances. Bin Rosie lacks the 
skills of Frankie Dettori, 
while Beauchamp King's 
Craven Stakes defeat of 
Alhaarth is a memory 12 
months distant 

The equation is complicat¬ 
ed by the bib penalty that 
First Island shoulders for his 
emphatic Sussex Stakes vic¬ 
tory. But he should still be 
good enough to concede the 
weight Wixim, a lightly- 
raced and improving colt 
may pose the biggest threat 
though he would prefer a 
softer surface. 

So the path looks clear for 
First Island to pick up where 
he signed off last term — 
with victory in a valuable 
event in Hong Kong. He has 
been galloping with enthusi¬ 
asm on Newmarket Heath 
and his fine record immed¬ 
iately after the winter recess 
further foels his chance. 

Mollers Racing, which 
owns First Island, can reap a 
further dividend with Gree¬ 
naway Bay, a son of Green 
Dancer who tackles the 
Tudor Conditions Stakes 
1235). 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


first juvenile runner. Occhi 
Verdi, ran out an impressive 
winner at Ripon. 


235: see above 


3.IO: see above. 


ASCOT 

BBC2 

530: Merlins Dream should 
be hard to beat with Robert 
Thornton aboard. At these 
weights. Danger Baby has 


RI&iARD'EVAM&-1 




. Nap: KOMI 
(235 San down Park) 
Next best: Influence Pedler 

(7.05 Ascot) 





Fascinating though it is, 
this contest lacks appeal as a 
betting medium. The Henry 
Cecil-trained Harry Wolton 
is promising, yet to judge 
from riding arrangements, 
die unraced Military is the 
preferred candidate from 
Warren Place. 

Latalomne silenced decent 
opposition at Nottingham 
and this Derby entrant could 
be anything, while Komi 
oozed promise on his first 
outing two weeks ago. After 
a troubled passage, Roma¬ 
nov narrowly bettered lesser 
opponents last month and 
this Nureyev colt should be 
better served by this faster 
surface. 

Desert Horizon looks a 
rugged sort, but Greenaway 
Bay, who overcame extreme 
inexperience to torment 
modest opposition on his 
debut, is open to incalculable 
improvement 


Wragg: found opening 


prospects after finishing 
within Ah lengths of the 
selection at Towcester. but 
that line may prove.mislead- 
ing. Auto Pilot. and 
Drumcullen may be ; com¬ 
promised by their lengthy 
absences. 


SAN DOWN PARK 
CHANNEL 4 


6.00: Serious came down 
when poised to challenge on 
this course two weeks ago. 
He can underline his misfor¬ 
tune by accounting for I’m A 
Dreamer, Albemine and 
Dancing Paddy — res¬ 
pectively first, third and 
fourth in that event This is a 
tougher heat, however, and 
Darakshan. an improving 
sort, looks well handi¬ 
capped. John Drumm is 
progressing and looks a big 
danger. 


2.05: Sun In The Morning is 
preferred to Fayrana but this 
looks destined for one of the 
newcomers. Kieren Fallon is 
an interesting booking for 
Blarney Park, while strong 
juvenile stables like Mick 
Channon and Richard 
Hannon are also represent¬ 
ed. However, recent events 
lend encouragement for the 
prospects of Patsy Culsyth. 
She hails from a yard whose 


630: Boots N AH looks 
worth following off his 
present rating. He handles 
fast ground and reopposes 
Cardinal Rule, his four- 
length Hereford conqueror 
in February, on !4lb better 
terms. With Prerogative 
seemingly anchored by top 
weight, Sleazey has better- 
place prospects. 


Julian Muscat 



^‘•hi 
> be 


3.40: Northern Fleet should 
go well despite the maxi¬ 
mum impost — he is one of ■ 
the few still progressing. 
Shadirwan won handsomely 
on his reappearance last ' 
season and is reunited with 
Richard Quinn. However, 
he looks harshly . handi¬ 
capped and Jamaican Flight 
is preferred. He is fit from 
hurdling and starts the cam¬ 
paign on a reasonable mark. 



CARLISLE 


1 \!12 . V 


a*. 


rviT* 



PEW HORSES IN TRABUNQ; M97 BNHON 
FOR FIRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS 
staking £25 or more using Switch or Delta 
bank or bidding society debit cards. _ 
RING TODA Y- BET TODAY 

0800444040 

'A&tojm^towto^pw^SaOwiyioriT.) 

’free ‘Horses in Training ___ 

1997* boob will be sent wi thin I 
14 days of your t 

bet being placed. 


tt&zk ■ 



1 mile, Sandown 3.10pm. Live oq Ort4 TV. 


11/10 

4/1 

4/1 

6/1 

12/1 

20/1 

20/1 

25/1 


First Island 
Bin Rosie 
Wixim 

Beauchamp King 
Centre Stalls 
Gothenberg 
Royal Philosopher 
Acharne 




° d<h * #** >■ 13. Prtewbra to 


i. i. i. Prtttssjbjeain fluauaUon. 
Bute 4(c) may app>y. Moo tunner - no beC 
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SNOOKER 


White’s nights of 
Crucible battles 
could be at an end 






k 




: 

4 


THE Embassy world champ¬ 
ionship without Jimmy White 
is like the Open Champion¬ 
ship without Jack Nicklaus. 
bot the possibility exists that 
the player most synonymous 
with Crucible Theatre heart¬ 
ache will be missing from the 
event 12 months hence. 

White's ID-9 defeat by An¬ 
thony Hamilton late on Wed¬ 
nesday, after a gripping first- 
round tussle, guaranteed his 
relegation from the game's top 
16 after a 15-year spell. 

Unthinkably. White, six 
times the runner-up at the 
championship but never the 
winner, wiQ be required to 
negotiate a qualifying match 
in order to return next year, fn 
addition, he must also qualify 
for the final stages of all 
overseas world ~ ranking 
tournaments. 

White’s third failure to clear 
his opening hurdle in 17 visits 
to the Crucible was a fitting 
culmination to a season in 
which he has suffered person¬ 
al, financial and professional 
turmoil. While still coming to 
terms with the death of his 
brother and, a few months 
later, his mother, White was 
declared bankrupt over an 
Inland Revenue debt 

He lost his first 11 outings of 
the campaign and, after an 
unexpected defeat at the hands 
of Dylan Leary at the Regal 
Welsh Open in January, he 
slipped to 36th in the provi¬ 
sional standings. Appearances 
in the quarter-finals of the 
International Open and the 
fast 16 of the European Open 
and Thailand Open in recent 
weeks suggested that his best 
form of the year could coincide 
with his arrival in Sheffield, 
but that did not transpire. 

When White artistically con¬ 
structed a 125 clearance on the 


By Phil Yates 

way to leading 6-3, then 
moved S-4 ahead, a second- 
round match against John 
Parrott beckoned, but Hamil¬ 
ton then outscored him 351-31 
in winning the next four 
frames to level at 8-8. 

In the decider. White led 
37-13, but, in escaping a snook¬ 
er, he presented Hamilton 
with a dear opportunity. 
Capitalising to rhe full, he 
constructed a 54 break to earn 
a top 16 place of his own. 

The loser's cheque for 
£9,450 swelled White’s total 
prize-money for 1996-97 to 
£68.475. That represents the 
poorest remuneration that he 
has received for a season since 
turning professional after be¬ 
coming world amateur cham¬ 
pion in 1980. 

"I’m convinced Jimmy will 
bounce straight back into the 
top ten: he’s hitting the ball as 
well as even he just needs a bit 
or self-belief again,” Hamilton 
said, offering words of encour¬ 
agement. However, it remains 
to be seen whether White will 



White elite no longer 


return from snooker’s lengthy 
summer recess thinking quite 
so positively. 

Steve Davis, a contempo¬ 
rary of White who is holding 
back the tide of youth to 
greater effect, believes that a 
fitness regime would be of 
immense benefit for the player 
with whom he battled for 
supremacy throughout the 
1980s. “Looking at Jimmy. I 
think that could be a solution,” 
Davis said. “It’s helped me 
enormously and it could do 
the same for him. 

"As you get older, you have 
to use anything you can to stay 
up there. There’s nothing 
wrong with his game, his 
temperament or his approach, 
so he*s got to look at what else 
there is. Being fit doesn't make 
you pot more balls, but it 
makes you Teel better." 

James Wattana. the No 12 
seed, was Fully extended be¬ 
fore edging past Graeme Dott 
10-9. Wattana. from Thailand, 
who compiled a 53 break in 
the decider to seal victory after 
Dott had missed a tricky red to 
a middle pocket, goes forward 
to face Stephen Lee, the con¬ 
queror of Nigel Bond. 

Leading 7-4 and 51-0 in the 
twelfth frame, Wattana was 
cruising. Dott, 19, rhe youn¬ 
gest competitor in the final 
stages of the championship 
this year, stole it on the blue 
and forged 8-7 ahead, but as 
the finishing line drew closer, 
he became increasingly prone 
to unforced errors. 

The second round got under 
way yesterday, with Lee Walk¬ 
er and Alan McManus shar¬ 
ing the first of their three 
sessions 4-4. 

RESULTS: Firstfound(besfaf tSfrtimast A 
HBmiTlor (EnSJI b» J Wile (Engl 1 M. J 
Wanana (7tall bt G Dott (Scot) n'i-5 □ Data 
(Wales; leads A Drag© (Make) S-* Second 
round (besi ri 25). A McManus (Scot) tevel 

L Wafcer (Watts) 4-4 



THUNDERER 

2.20 Timekeeper. 255 Perilous Pfight 3.25 Spanish 
Verdict 4.00 Not Forgotten. 4.30 Count Tony. 5.05 
Mister Westsaund. 

The Times Private HandScapper's top rating: 

5.05 GREY KINGDOM. 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM (FIRM IN PLACES! SIS 

DRAW: 5F-1M, HIGH NUMBERS BEST _ 

2.20 TALBOTS MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3.106:5f) (9 runners) 

^ BUWXJFlNUBnwtaiM--TGMcUgNM 

2 OHKlCTAaWMJofnsamWI-.... J faming? 

3 PRKSTARCFwtartW - LCtamotfB 

i TWWCSKHTHJJ(m«HI- -- GMfeBZ 

5 2 T1MEKEEFEH8MBefl9-0 - MFtSfflnO 

E 1WDAYA p Evas 9-0. ACrthareB 

. t up the clarets j j ovee w.. jcaimus 

l 8 BAUHZAPEwrM_ .JFEfl»3 

9 WASTE PRINCESS WMnpM.-. ... J frwrt* (51 1 
7-4 Tmeteepa .5-2 Oh Item Apm, S-1 Tterta tah, 7-1 «tax 

2.55 KESTREL CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2.598-6f 206yd) (13) 

1 -051 HEN PflEHlM 33 (OJAS) B FShm 9-9-7 Rttteton m t 

2 IHD WlACEGAlt TOUCH B (B.COF.G) J ftwy 7*7 PRrtwfc(5)2 

3 532- BROCTIME SOU) IBS (D.F.G.5) its M (tacky b-9-3 A DAm 3 

4 (V4- (<B*JSABOWJ(&S|CP*taW-_.FL*i«*rffi5 

5 000- BatHWY PAW 2OT© Me A ft* 4-8-13— • - A®3? 

6 TO- DESERT CAT 317 UWw 4-0-13..J Coni S 

7 330- RSOSTAR 214 (8JM Bats 44-U.C Taw-® 12 

a 4300 PBULOUSPUGH1 20 (IXF.G) W,I SMiteW-13. JF&*|7 
9 00 MOST fSSPtCTTTJL 16 Deny. SfBflh *-8-9. . L Ctanm* 13 

TO OM THEHADflff.eDlWwfcW- AtaEnawO 

11 00 SAJKTOTRT 16 Mbs l Prate 7-8-7 ... Jfw*B < 

u <jm ansaetcroRv-e m '— "55’i 
13 B-00 WE111 fVJ).F.G£)MissLPate 11-6-3.SCMteBIO 

3-1 Patxegata lunch, 4-1 High Pimm. 9-2 flrortne God 7-1 Hie Wad. B-1 
teno Sabo, ffcrtous PUgW. TI M oasis 

3.25 OLD CAPTAIN'S HOUSE HANDICAP 

(£3.55,1:71214yd) (12) 

1 GOO- 1OTWM ISO (DAMMm5-fO-O.J Cam* 12 

2 >00 CLASSIC UADfcR 131 Cars&rfl 1-9-10 .. . BPrtcaJ 

3 3-00 ROYALIffSllT25 (DJF)TBama4-M. 

4 030- QULLMG 174 ff) U Dttfe 5-W._ F Lynch (3) J 

5 10-0 CELEBRATION CAKE 14 ©fl McaL Pan* 5-9-5 G WIKi J 
G -003 SMARTER CHARTER 14 (Of) S*s l Sb4<B 4-WJf EffSfl II 
7 0-00 HA1SSANT 15 (WLSlR MsKdto 4-9-0 —- .KS tod (7) B 

j 8 90S SPANISH VBffilCT 7 fcof&S} Dorr. Saadi I0-B-5 A Cutw* 3 

wtft ^ 9 050- BULSAM tSS (F) C WrtaS M-3--E OwnoC* 9 

IJ fr m M0 GJUJKG DA 8 C 8 T77 (COf) P C*a LM. Dstw PI 5 
f §W* I 1 W 11 2-00 CEtJW-W 7 (ULF.GjS) J toy J0-M3-- _ PM|'ft !6 
M i J 2 UM7 IHA1CHB> 20 (CDF) R Ban 7-7-10 - .— PFas»y(5)t0 
92 Snretra CtertEi. 6-1 Spot* Wadid. 7-1 Royal tea*. Cefl-Jay-Ay. 31 
Totun Buhaa 10-1 Watosaor Cake. «-i Wtm. 



4.00 SPARROW HAWX MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3,364:1m 41) (7) 


00- 0AWM SUMUn 211 B )Muir9-0-A QarE 2 

OB A«OFWOteVSy 13RMcAdhiM.. - JUcAukyCnS 


QSi NOT FORGOTTEN 10 (V) PKcBcvjy 9-0. . . . G Ontfekl 7 

2 P0LVPH0W13BCMIknM-- - D Hmnson 6 

S3 RARE 1AL8IT ISMChmnm90. . ACo«iaa4 

50 TrtNKAGAWSRCiaflgsM ... . L Charm 3 

3 MttGQ DAWK 31M Johnston B-9_ . OftoSandt 

5-4 ntgo Dam. 11-4 Nat ftugoflat. 5-1 PViptim. 7-1 tea 7 men. «-l Dan 
SurarWL 16-1 Mw ffl Wretenbi. 2ft-1 1M4.Ag». 


4.30 ST NICHOLAS ARMS HANDICAP 

(£3.567; 1m 41) (8) 

1 5-21 UTtlE ACORN 30 (D£) S WWmie 9-7 . 

2 05-2 7BGHI MJRAGE 22 («=) W 9-7 .. 

3 00-1 COUHTIQNY 25 ff) 5 Woods93 . 

4 00-6 AWSAI 6 25 P Cam 8 -fc . ... 

5 2405 JACK THE LAD 20 J HMatan 6-5 
E 606 FLDATfK DEVON 151 Doiertu B-1 
T OS-5 P0P9. MASTER 30 [*np SmS. 7-11 
fl 064) UADAM LUCV24 Wtajh 7-10 . 

5-2 Court Toni. >1 Wghl Mirage. 7-2 LWr Mom. E-l Jack The Lad. FlaWig 
Demn. 8-1 Pi*J Master. 12-1 when 


. J Carol 7 
. .. D Hotel 5 

.D Biggs 3 

Dvroi MottaD 13) 8 
NKanedyl 
. . JF Egan 5 

... L Ctamocfc 2 
3 Brsrfti |5) 4 


5.05 PEREGRINE FALCON HANDICAP 

(£2,794:51207yd) (19) 

t 0100 WAKEY HOPE 8 (V27/.G) C totard 4-KW) L Chamoek 7 
; 2-16 AWWN 25 (COJr.W) J Beni 10-9-U . T E Dunan 15) 17 

3 010- BAT ALE UR 182 (OS| Mia J Brwa «-9-9 D R UcCahe 13 

4 23-0 Mf?Y PRHCE 17 (CP.F) Mo A hng 4-9-8 ,FL»mhp>3 

5 tH» TAKE NUTttt 15 R Md«l!a <-9-7 .. J McAutqr (7) 19 

G 1316 HEBXE MATCH 15 |D. 6 | J J 0 Ne* <-9-1 6 ftrtfiaW W 

7 5)00 SHAH 15 (D,G) J Can 4-9-4 .. ACts\5 

B 40-0 WSTHT WESTS0UHD15 (B.D/J Mos L Penan 5-94 

JCanfi 18 

0 000- WWTEfl SCOUT 217 (C0.F.G) R Fahey 9-9-4 R Wmaun (7) 16 

10 5003 NAUGHTY PISTOL 7 (BJ 1 J.G) P Evare 5-8-3. . J F Egan 12 

11 J06Q SH0WTAHE 77 (Df£l U Mmtar 4.J-1 ... DHoUmdJ 

12 0M BIRCHWOOO SUN 75 IB.CDJF.EJ5) M tmfc 7-8-1J 

C Teague (3| 9 

13 64-4 CAMBNNEUB 25 (D/) 1 Ewertv 4-8-12 M Birch 15 

14 MO ZAW DANCHl 17 0 NkJioIIs b-fi-ll . .. . Me»Grca«s 8 

15 0-31 eR£YrW600M4 fDflUOnffijh 6 - 8-11 (7e>i 

DMema*i(7|7 

16 10M AHOTVER MGHTUARE 13 <p/jG 6 l B MrtcUa WHO 

RLaRw 2 

17 0500 NO 0RY 7 (D.G) D Oownan 6-8-9.ACuHranell 

18 1036 LAW SILK 81 (0.G.SI Mas J Cra» 6-8-4. - .3 Farawg 6 

19 MO SLEW SYSTEM 25 D CWfaran 4-7-10 . P Fesscy 15; 10 
11-2 Grey Kngdom. fc-l tamtama*. 7-1 Naugfiv PpM. 8 -i Anrav temev 
Huge. 10-1 S*rt. N«dte Match. 12-1 uBien 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS: M Chamon. 14 « 8 nrera tram 24 iwnen. 58 3%. IN togh, 
3 ban 3 .33 3%; Ate M ReHeJer. 15 tom 63.23 8 V P E«ans. b tmp 
28. 2141k M Johnston. 11 Iron 55. 20 0V J Berry. IS Iran 96 
15.6V 

JOCKEYS: A Cuftane. 4 waver: hmSDmks. 20.0%. Fail Bohens. 3 
Iran 16.18 81. 6 Buffield. 12 taom 67.17 9V Duty qualitas 


THUNDERER 
5^5 Ath Cheannaithe. 6.05 Fleet Cedet 6 35 Met 
The Fox. 7.10 Miss Foxy. 7.40 Spinmng Steel. 8.10 
Contract Bridge. 


- I*i 
■i!< 


GOING: FIRM 


SIS 






. » 


5.35 ASP04 CATERING NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (Amateurs: £1.774:2m 31110yd) (6 runners) 

1 4302 ATH CHEAMUnW 17F MgflIJ Nfrfe S- 11 -iO. JJWffl 

2 0630 a MOSS 1 1 ( 8 } P Hams 10 -rM... -- 0 Mc * 1 “ 

3 PF« ROYAL HAND 21.M B Awcp n 7-196 - - 

4 PP38 KISS fflE-EU-15 N Thomson 5-10-1 Etebjtfongl 

5 4P0S (MPERML HONORS 27 N LanpaW 6-10-1 - --_ A r J®'®*C} 

fi PP-P BOSH DOMMKM 27 A Hobbs 7-1M _ . 6 Sh»*)n (7) 

W Hh Ote>««. 7 -J ROrt Hm4 S -1 ft Mnsv 8-1 Mbs Gte-fll. 

Hmr,, 33-r tosh DaBWiwt ^ 

6.05 TAUNTON RACECOURSE CONFERENCE 
CENTRE SQ.UN6 HANDICAP HURDLE 

(El .763:2m 311 lOyd] (9) 

i a aEsaasasttR.« 

l 34* UORE WHS JO (V) J tenB® 5-11-0.T PasCMliM 

j ?iT ( STw«ffl»: 5 (V.C)BJw 4 a: 5-10-13 J Rattan 

: ss BBfaasn^^-S 

Mght Tam, ML I ,2 ‘' 



COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAftEftS: J HeriUa 3 ftraioi ftwrr ” «*****■ 

Horn 207.2t.^ Oil)'«w«» ^ _ „ „ - 4 

JtttKEYS. T tocwnbB, 9 »nnars hwn 79 iMK.l144.dUP™- 
boro 40. ltUft Only -- 


6.35 PETER & SYBIL BLACKBURN MEMORIAL 
CHALLENGE TROPHY (Novices chase- £3.420:2m 31) (8) 


1 Z 2 P 1 DUKE OF DREAMS 20 <DJ) R Rate 7-12-0. 

; 431F AFTER TIC FOX 38 (CDJFJ.© N Hwte 10-11-7 

uaj Tama (7) 

3 4034 CASTLECOWH 10 (B G> R Fioa 8 - 11 -T 

4 PP13 UBTHESS ROSE 13 {F.S1 M HHV10-11-2. 

s ares MaffMcnety^f.GjMPipeio ri-o 

8 ppp. RVWWTH JW40SP A Hnbbi 6-11-0 - - 

7 ppf/ BAUYCfflBS£7B2PABa*9v rO-tM. -- 

8 HOP WM5 LUCY 20 F Jrattan B-10-9 

11-8 Ala lhe Po*. 4-1 01 Drwm. 9-2 Mcfflmo 5-1 CKflenw. M 

Metre- teue. 25-1 Pun WWi Ary. 33-1 oftcr 


i Frost 
Ctnsi Webb (5) 
G Supple (5) 
... RGraei* 
7 JO'SuSksi 
D Byrne 


7.10 BAHHABDOS CENTENARY NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICES HURDLE (£2.169:2m II) (5) 


1 lore BAYERD 77 (TL5) C Efleflai 6-11-7. 

2 P-13 MBS FOXY B4 (DF) fl Fraa r-M-2 

3 5003 RED IK 142 (F) W Pf* - 

4 4250 LAURA LYE 11 B 0* Hmt 7-10-9 - 

5 0 MCCOLM* B9 B M»«ps 5-J0-9 


J A McCanhy 
. J frost 
GSWPtefr 
. bUptti 
J Ralm 


4 -fi Ba) T«. 9-2 Bayert. 5-1 lfcS.Ftnry. 7-1 Laura Lye 20-1 ptndma 

7.40 SOMERSET NUFFIELD HOSPITAL 
HANDICAP CHASE (£3.436: 3m) (5) 

1 045P MUfiOM BEACH 18 7B/.6.S1 M P*K »2-»- W. S Supplfl ISl 

2 3504 STAUNCH FINAL 27 (B.COF.CLS) G Hmnw 10 lM 

CtOF THoriKr (7) 

3 4F35 SPBfifffi STEEL 13 fifffii P Rortom 10-10-1 S Bratomh 

4 P 41 B FQXGJKNE 10 10F.B) R Mee 11 -iM X At^m(S) 

5 4 PTP LVOUO PIU 9 (CDJf.G.5) A Band* U-rB-O Ur D MiPbail (7) 

11.10 Muflcrt Peadl, 7-2 Stamen Rwl. 5-1 Fiaqrcm. 6-1 Spmnmfl SWI. 10-1 
L uenci Fm 

8.10 RBI CROSS & ST JOHN HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1.987:2m ti) (5) 

r B4« £ICro8H7 8fl£W?5r9J>.a5!MP«*MF-19 B MhCie (7) 
i 4031 SMFT 1 W MOON 22 (CDF) F Jorwr 5-11-4 .- . D Byrne 

3 0601 CXWTBACr BIWKH 20 (B.F)PUun*v 4-11-3 WMtfBtntf 

4 K2D KFTCrtMN fi 511-1 . - . GUWon 

5 5335 6 AHSH 1B3 (F.G) 8 Sawo'i 12 - 1 M . G Supple ISl 

M srrftanq Mflon. -'•! CorilrKi &« 1 bs. 7-2 Odoba ftr*. i-l Rflcmtw 75-1 
CatrA 




MARCASPLAMD 



Cecilia Ozer, of Belgium, prepares to serve during her first-round defeat by Galina Melnik, of Russia 

Syed offers reasons to be cheerful 


By Richard Eaton 


RARELY has a sporting 
story offered as many twists 
and sub-plots as did the 
opening day of rhe world 
table tennis championships 
in Manchester yesterday. 
With 44 tables often in 
simultaneous use. three 
players in the world’s top ten 
were beaten, Sweden's hopes 
of regaining the men's team 
title suffered a scare and two 
fine wins for Matthew Syed 
helped England to an en¬ 
couraging 3-1 win over the 
Czech Republic as they 
began their campaign for 
survival in the fop group of 
the 108-nation tournament. 

Ding Song, the defensive- 
minded world No 7 from 
China, was sensationally 


beaten by Robert Smrekar. 
of Slovenia, but there was 
still never a likelihood of the 
world champions being 
beaten; England's women 
were beaten 3-1 as Lithuania 
avenged themselves for their 
defeat in the last world 
championships in Tianjin: 
and two well-known broth¬ 
ers suffered a rare contrast 
in fortunes. You needed eyes 
in the hack of your head to 
keep up with it a\L 
Jean-Michel Saive. the 
world Not only 15 months 
ago. was beaten twice as 
Belarus threatened to upset 
the powerful Belgians, but 
the younger Philippe Saive, 
so often overshadowed by 
Jean-Michel enjoyed two 
big wins, one of them 
against the most-improved 


player of 199b, the world 
No 4. Vladtmar Sampsonov, 
and Belgium sneaked home 
5-2. They are good enough to 
cause anyone problems. 

Sweden won 3-1, but this 
match nearly went the full 
distance. The coach, UJf 
Carisson . is so concerned to 
rest his brilliant but ailing 
stars that he risked leaving 
out both the former Olympic 
champion, Jan-Ove Wald- 
ner. and the former Euro¬ 
pean bronze medal-winner, 
Peter Karlsson. One of the 
replacements, Thomas Von 
Scheele. lost, and another. 
Kayode Kadiri, almost did, 
threatening to allow the 
match to go rather shakily to 
a final encounter. Fortunate¬ 
ly for them. Jorgen Persson. 
the former world champion. 


was in solid form, winning 
twice. 

While the defeat for En¬ 
gland's women was disap¬ 
pointing. with Lisa Lomas, 
the former European 
championship silver medal- 
winner. looking uncomfort¬ 
able and losing twice. Syed. 
last week's winner of the 
Commonwealth men’s 
championship, was deter¬ 
minedly effective, as was 
Alan Cooke, the runner-up 
in the Commonwealth tour¬ 
nament. looping his top- 
spins energetically to beat 
Josef Plachy. Syed outma¬ 
noeuvred the fierce-hittmg 
Richard Vybomy and the 
Olympic semi-finalist Petr 
Korbel. Il was a good start 
but there is still a long way io 
go to ensure survival 


| IN BRIEF | 

O’Leary is 
called up 
by England 

DAREN O'LEARY, rhe Har¬ 
lequins wing, yesterday be¬ 
came the fifteenth uncapped 
player in the 30-strong Eng¬ 
land rugby union party for the 
six-match tour of Argentina 
next month- 

Jack Rowell, rhe England 
coach, named 29 players last 
week and opted for O’Leary io 
fill the final wing place on the 
basis of his 26 tries this 
season. He was first included 
in the England squad in 1993. 
but has made only one Eng¬ 
land A appearance. 

Bowls: David Courlay, from 
Prestwick. Taced two of Aus¬ 
tralia's best bowlers, winning 
one match and losing another, 
at the Mazda Jack High 
international tournament, in 
Sydney, yesterday. Gutirlay 
started with a straight-sets 
victory over Jan Taylor, bur 
was then beaten 7-9 by Steve 
Glasson. a 28-yea r-oid 
greenkeeper. 

Squash: England's women 
look set for a 20th successive 
win in rhe Dunlop Europe 
team championships in Oden¬ 
se. Denmark, today after de¬ 
feating Holland 3-0 in the first 
semi-final yesterday. The 
England men also progressed 
safely to a semi-final against 
Finland today. 

Motor rallying: The course 
for the RAC Rally this war 
wifi be the shortest in the 
history of the event. The rally, 
which has been reinstated as a 
world championship event, 
runs from November 23-25 
and will omit the gruelling 
Kjelder Forest section in the 
Scottish Borders, which 
claimed many leading con¬ 
tenders in 1996. 

Basketball: Mike Button, of 
Chester Jets, became one of 
the few Englishmen to be 
named coach of the year when 
the Budweiser League made 
its annual awards yesterday. 
John White, of Leopards, was 
named the most valuable play¬ 
er in the league. 



THUNDERER 

2.10 Double Agent 2.45 Eternal City. 3.15 Unguided 
Missile. 3.50 Six Clerks. A 20 Solomon's Dancer. 
4.55 General Manager. 5.25 Light The Fuse. 


GOING. GOOD 


SIS 


2.10 BUSINESS TAX CENTRE JUVENILE NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2.B04.2m HOytf) (7 runners) 

1 11PD DOUBLE AGENT 25 (DJ.G) j Johnson IT-7-PCatory 

’ HNS WBD 0 Y FA7H 84 7P.GJ £>Esrta JO-73... . B 6 «S 

3 05 BRECON 80 iVMwt 10-12.PNhren 

i F GOLD OF ARABIA 49 K Mmgan 10-12.... R Dunwoody 

5 0 SADLER'S REALM 34 P Httto 10-12_ . fiTwmey 

0 00 THORNTOUN HOUSE 8 J Goldie 10-12 .. . D Parian 

r 060 POLITICAL MANDATE 18 R toon 10-7. B Storey 

S-: taJtif Agon 7-2 Sate s tenm. 9-2 tow 01 Ham, E-i Pnrtty fat. 8*1 
3uccn )«•! Human How* 16-1 Polliol Ahndart 


2.45 SCOTTISH NEWS OF THE WORLD 

CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,004- 2m 411ll}yd) (19) 

1 3314 ffALLBSEFHlS 32 ICD.BFJ.S) L lirgo 9-12-0 W DmfltaQ IB) 

2 MO FATHER 0 BFWN 2 (C.GJ5) J Portion 10-11-9 . N HannKj 17) 
S *SlF PRECIPICE BIW 27 (D.RS) J BWw I 2 -JJ -8 . .. S lafa 

4 0205 ETERNAL WTY 34 ( 6 ) 6 Ridonb 6-11-3 . Glee 

5 1-PP S1RAIHM0RE LODGE 32 IS) Ufa L RuartJ 0-11-1 P WriBtef 

6 361P PUmn Jim 45 (B-F.&SjJHajmK. 911-1 E Cdaghan 

7 3233 PARISH WALK 135 K DienTY 8-10-11. B Grata 

3 -PS5 SAMJRffT 25 C rarta 8 - 18-8 ... Heart 

9 -200 WEATHER ALERT 45 (Vfi) K Mapn 6-10-5 . U Newton (3) 

10 5106 BARNSTORMER 13 (BJF.Sl E Qlufl 11-10-3 .. - . G F Rjan 
V ->BD 5JMHB RIVER 32 PBrfvmJifr-lM . - -. HBunsia 

11 -UOO KBIT TELL JUDY 45 Mbs M Miitgan 9-tM. N Honocks l5) 

13 60-0 FANAOYH B 1 3 Gotta ■5-10-0 .. - S Uatrose (3) 

14 40-0 WHTEGATESPR1NCES5 21 B Eltavn 6-10-0 .. R McGmJi 

15 5WJP DASHMARISlBIMiLPfaW ID-10-0. . . R WiMniHl (31 

16 -m AHI0 BACWG 136 M !otiu*i f-)M . C MeCwroac* (B) 
ii 0B50 MEADOWLECK 21 W Young fl-lOO . . .. I JanSna pi 

18 45PF SHUT UP 11 (Gl Mrs E Mwonp 6 -HW. E Husband 

19 PPFF LVTOWi CAY 13 W) J BfMcy MM- -. - T SttU (5) 
21 BafleisdaiK 5-1 clcrrul Cify 6-1 9ane Rho. 7-1 Sandntl. 8-1 Frtha 
0 'Biea. UM Psmoa waft. weaSia Atai II-' ratal 


3.1 5 SUN LIFE OF CANADA HANDICAP CHASE 

(ES.013 3mt (4) 

1 22F1 LB1GLUKD MS51LE 21 (D.F.G.5) G Rictanfc 9-12-0 

fl Dunwoody 

2 2631 RECTORY GARDEN 57 (D.G. 8 ) 1 FtnUt 8-10-0. P Cabal* 
2 MF TEMPLE GARTH 176 (COr&SI P Bcaumort 8-1D-0 R Suppte 
4 PP3P SNOOKMH1 IB ffi)!>!»)» 10-iM. . .. JBuri® 

1-1 Unguitel Mttiile. 4-1 Rwaory CrfileA. 10-1 Temple Gath. 33-1 Snx# PoW. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRACERS' P HottR 12 wmen iom24 runtrs. 501ft. K Baiev. 12 
licm 37.32 n. L Umgn. 8 him 27, 29 6 V P Beamord. 7 hwn 25. 
26 0 %. J nasenU. A from 18.22ft P Mcvtah, IB ban 76.211%. 
JOCKEYS- 6 Toimev, 3 trirmor; hum 7 ndn. 42 9%. 6 Lae. 3 Irani 7. 
42.9* P Cartaiv. S tram 16 31 ft. P Niwa 25 horn 84.29.8V. fl 
Gaea. 6 tram 70. 20.W. fl Dwiwoodv. 6 ham 34,17.61i 


3.50 SCOTTISH SUN MADE IN SCOTLAND FOR 
SCOTLAND NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,825: 2m 110yd) (14) 

t 4540 THE STUFFED PIfFW 2 CMann 5-1M0. .. . fl filed 

2 0031 JESSQUE 18 (DJT G RaJurfs 5-11-10 .. Rthwawodj 

3 1143 LAST TRY 24 (b^JB) B RollwcA 6-11-8 ... A 5 Smtt 

4 0000 MAIli BAYS/W)/) BEHoon 8-11-5 - . G CaM 

5 -142 BMJM0N 15F (VJ15)0Mottdi6-11-4 . DJMrttaU 

G 2133 SKCLERKS 2t (D£l ifimjoaW4-lt-f. POirtwij 

7 225 SHBttR&LA 35F C Praia 5-10-11 . . □ Prate 

B -006 PAPARAZZO 41 6 Mom 6-10-8. L Wyer 

9 MB1 TEE/AYH'ATTCH 8 (D£|JGnWe 5-10-7 ... S Taylor (5) 

10 0012 NLDRUMUY CASTLE 24 (D, 8 Fi) J FftzamW 5-10-1 

11 3402 PARSCffS LODGE B ( 6 ) 1 lingo 9 - 10-5 

12 2350 FAIREUUNE 7F (B) K nMry 5-10-4.COUwy® 

13 POM REACH THE CLOUDS 32 J Upson S- 1 M .. RSappfe 

. 14 EUOO STAR MASTUl BP Morta#i 6-104)... - 

7-2 Je^oTe. 5-1 r x* Oerto. 6-1 Kildnmy teOf. 7-1 Hie EMhd Prtfln. B -1 
Bnaraa. SWnoofli 15-1 LW Tiy. 12-1 When 


4.20 ERNST & YOUNG NOVICES CHASE 

(£5.833' 2m 41110yd) (4) 

1 2222 SOLOMON'S DANCER 7 (D.BFJ.G) G RkIunIs 7-11-11 

R Dwwocmy 

2 4505 MALTA MAN 35 PClwefroutfi 7-11-3. . A S Smtt 

3 32F2 TAa MEASURE 18(F) DSwovUrtum 1 - 11 -3 . . B Sony 

« 4-OP WALLS COURT 125 J Bulan 10-11-3- . L O'Hara 

7-4 Sottnon s ttawr. 5-1 Ittfe Man. 7?-7 h» Messue. 15-7 Wats Owl 


4.55 PARTY IS NEARLY OVER STANDARD OPEN 
NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 

(Divl: £2,052.2m ItOyd) (13) 

1 3-13 LORO P0WSSW 48 (D.G) P Merietti 6 - 11-11 .. R Duiwioity 

2 1 7ARAGALES1 (S) j Nnlto 5-11-5 POtwy 

3 G0BIAI MANAGER Mh A owitert 5-11-4 .. . J Snppte 

4 504 JUMPER WU. 25 KMravn 5-11-4 . WFiy 

5 GO BIBJTCRTHE MLL 13® J Jcftnwi 5-11-4 . LWyw 

6 0 THE TRUE WUER 32 F Mira* 6-11-4- B Storey 

7 6 THI* WAflffKJR 32 GUnm 6-17-4. HHsmttlT/ 

8 TROUBLE AHEAD K ftrtcy 6-11-4 ... CODwyei 

9 44 CHYSTAL JEWEL S5 P Hrt*s 5-10-13 R Dunwoody 

10 K 0 N MOM J0ESEPHM Mbs. Tfiwn 6-10-13 Mj I Monteon 

11 BAUYMAHA BOY FUuphy 4-10-12 . . . H Foster 

T? 6 WELLSWOOO 90 J Jefierwn 4-70-12 .. . E Calst*i*n (3) 

H 00 MEGC3E SCOTT 32 J Oodrii 4-10-7 _ _ . R Gucsl 

3-1 Tara Gale. 5-1 Lent] Potysfci. 6-1 CiyVaJ Jb»bJ TnsAle Ahead. B -1 Janet 
Hi, Time item* itt-f EemnJ Manager. 14-1 ratal 



5.25 PARTY IS NEARLY OVER STANDARD OPEN 

NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 

(Divll: £2.052-2ml 10yd) (12) 

1 13-5 CHHAKWGS(DflJFittgaraiflGii-ii - ...PCadieny 

2 51 EAS8YBLUE51 (D.G)S MHnel 5-1J-7J.PM»W 

3 DO- CALLHG THE TUNE 338 B Mtttaqgal 6-11 -4 . . 0 Bendery 

4 U HAMEL'S SrR€AK25PTCrttaar 5-TT -1 . _ l Qftara 

5 2 LEHTTHEFUSE 69 KBa»cy 5-11-4- . — CO'Dwyw 

h 85 SABU 2S J Qailinn 5-71-4.. . B Sonsy 

7 0 THE CHASE 49 JJettsran 611-4. . E Cafegta (3) 

8 00 TOAL RACE 97 JHaMane 5-11-4 . - A S firtth 

9 000 JOUGHTKfJGTJBQfean4-70-12 KJOtason 

10 T06ERLCM J (adds 4-1D-12. RGned 

11 TOBY 6 Rictads 4-1Q-12 .. . R Brens (7) 

12 SEEfiEE BUMAHfl J J OSal 4-10-7 RMnfi3»(5) 

2-1 Igrt The Fine. 4-1 China King. 6-1 fcc&y Sue 8 -i 6 eege« Emrrer. 10-1 
Totw. 14-1 Ihe Uiast 16-1 utnav 


LUDLOW 

THUNDERER 

5.45 Theme Arena. 6.15 Quite A Man. 6.45 Faustino. 
7.15 Jasitu. 7.45 Emerald Charm. 8.15 Rare Spread. 

Carl Evans: 7.45 Great Gusto. 


GOING. FIRM (GOOD TO FIRM IN PLACES) _S|S 

5.45 LOWE SELLING HURDLE 

(£1.794- 2m) (11) 

1 PUPf BAKWOflTHYLORD84CPoptan5-11-0 . SMcNe* 

2 0604 GIEKGARfflTCK20flarLti5-11-0. - - Gaylyons 

3 00PU JU5T AM1Y23 (B) B Prrccefi-n-0. . T Jpte 

4 4600 TEETH TO016 A C*on 5-U-O .. A UfoiDe (71 

5 -005 TB4FLY B(JWPl£ 25 {fll 0 Carii^t 6-11-0 . SWywe 

6 003 BOLDTTMEMOItKEfMMIaie6-10-9 . - - WMairtw 

7 BMP DAYDREAM SEUFVER 6 M iiiraran 5-10-9.PHo*y 

8 0 ROXYHCKS23RPrtte5-10-9 .... JRKaranaflti 

9 4022 THE1C ARBM16 (V£F/| M PnK 4-10-9 . .. D Walsh 

ID 006U WIAHUOTA23WJaifc6-10-9 ... BBtenw 

11 00 wmCTKAYDSPNidvIb 4-10-3 0 Burras fil 

5-« Thor* Aions 5-1 Glen Gamra*. 5-1 WibciB*. 7-1 T*e Tec too. S-1 onw-- 


6.15 BR0MHELD HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.200.2m 41) (4) 


1 in uwie n mi o uuutl s - >—' , “ 

2 4432 ymtBEXT BUCHAHAtt 22 ff 6( P H”ioOs Ml-5 WMa 

3 33F0 HOUGHTON 77 (DJ.G.S) W JenLs 11-11-0. Mr R B«a 

4 P-0P APPUANCEOfSORCE 25 <0.F.G| 7 T&-KW S» 


7-:' toieSMnS-1 Hater Sacfarafl. 5-7 Hougwoi, 50-1 AppW«teJ»Kr 


6.45 ROBERT HOLDEN HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.560:2m) (7) 

1 1444 YUBRAUEE 99 (GD.BFJjG.S) U Pipe 5-12-0 - (JWaMl 

2 1002 FAUSTBJ0 !J (CDJ) P HoMu 5-17-J1 .. WMareirai 


3 P042 EHWY 11 flJLF.S)J Orem 9-ID-:- . .--- C Mtade 

4 1154 21NGI8M1 9F (0/5) J Btartej 5-1D-0 .. . S Wynne 

5 3F44 VBUELUW 13IFlDAHxtaM5-190 ... . SMcNefl 

E 2623 LTTTLE SHHFOWJ 22 IBFJ) V MuQgendge 5-10-0 I Laurence 
7 SPOT KXLZmiBfCQfJOj/tCaioO 12-JM — 0 Banwo <5) 

7-4 Faustina 3-1 Yutttte. 6-1 £ 1 * 17 , va* Luna. 8-1 OngAra. 9-1 nun 


7.1 5 DOWNTON HALL STABLES NOVICES 
HANDICAP CHASE (£3,200:3m) (4) 

1 33H JASUJ 25 (BJlf-G) A tefley 7-11-10 . . . S McMfM 

1 PI 31 WCH EWEROR16 (CJ) A Caihll 7-11-3 ... TJMrapliY 

3 ?3IP 3WSKET HERO 147 IBJiffi) AJ is S Wibzre 9-17.1 . . - 

4 5024 PANDORA'S PW2E 16 (S) T wall ll-iO-O R Massey (3) 
4-6 jaau. 3-1 Btatti hoa, 7-2 inch Emperor. 14-1 Pandora's Pm 


7.45 LANE FOX AND BALFOUR S COOKE 

HUNTERS CHASE (Amateurs. £1,725.2m 4fi (5) 

1 2132 CAPE COTTAGE IS (C/.GSI D Crao 13-12-7 . A PMps (7) 

2 3P-5 GREAT GUSTO 19P Ms LBbdtad n-12-7 . Ms L Blackford (7) 

3 O' BALLAD SCNB 24P Ms C Chuter 14-12-0 MMunrawd 0 

i BMJ S7YUSHCENT 13Pff.G) SGnWIhs 10-J7-43 Alteon (A 
5 rao- 0UOWUJ CHARM 13P(G16 Er» 911-5 MftWAp) 

B-15 Capr LoRage. 100-30 ErooraM Clam. 12-2 fieai fide. lO-i often 


8.15 ITT LONDON & EDINBURGH NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2.070 3m 2(11 (Jyd) (4) 

1 2fff2 RARE5PR£A05fl(5IMPee7-17-8 .DWafafl 

2 5064 AWESTRUCK 32 (B) B Pieecc 7-11-8 -J Motfrad P) 

3 0314 P 0 MTEVEDRA 24 (FlKMasm 4-10-7 . . . S McNte 

4 6642 SONS FOB JESS MFJnitfan *-’0-1.S WfTOr 

5-4 Rtt Spreifl. 6-4 Pteramka, 6-1 AraesDUtt. ?«1 5ma Fra Jea 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TOWERS: X teita*. 20 Mnmro Iran 76. mims. 26 ft. U Pipe. 18 
krau 81.22 ft P reaiolb. 5 Irem 26.19ft: P Hohts. 11 Itnmfie. 
16JS. A Cmdi. 3 ftora i4.158%: R Price. 6 tore 51. lift 
JD«F»^0BwroM,3»wwi8onn2ndnKW.APMe^ 11 
ban 48.27 4t> R Masey. 6 boro 40. 1 5 W C Maura. 3 Kan 20. 
15 (ft J F, lyrarajh. 8 tiom 65. V T* S MdlelB. ? from 57.12ft 




YESftRDAV’^REStrt-TS. 


Beverley 

Gong: goad Io firm 

2.10 (SI) 1. CATHEDRAL (Fal Eddery. 2-5 
fay). 2. Cofiravr ffifz (G Ditfieia. 20-fl. 3. 
Archefla [G Parkin, 20-1) ALSO FWJ 
13-2 Marytebone IBmj. 11 CarntmOge 
Gtua, 14 At Large (4th). Hah Dancer. 33 
Hever Gott Angel. 50 Aneoa, Damiree, 
Hype Superior I5M. La Doyenne. Maga- 
ane Gap, Star Of Tfie Road 14 ran S 

r*. 1H 11. B Meehan ai Lartiouin Tote 
n 5(0, £120. £630. £320 QF £26.80 
Trio- £129^0. CSF- £16 82 

2.40 (1m It 207yd) 1. GOING FOR 
BROKE (J Fortune. 15-8) 2. Double 
Gold (Pal Eddery. 7-4 (mi. 3. Manfleno 
(N Kennedy. 15-1). ALSC' RAN- 7-2 Bod 
Embere (6ih|. 6 Wldmoor (47h). 10 
WOIskip, 16 Forest Eagnaf. Mrsienon. 20 
Maremma (5lh) 9 ran'2ftl. P»l. *U. IWl. 
6t P Haslam al Mttkfieham Toe- £3 03. 
Cl 30. £7 30. £2 60 DF £3 30. T« 
04.70 CSF £64B 

3.10 (71100yd) 1. HAWAtT lM Wls. 4-1); 
2. Nomore Mr Nlcsguy (K Falter. 7-ij: 3. 
can Can Lady |J Wem**. 14-1) ALSO 
RAN 11-10 lav Hen Hanier(6ih), 7 Boater 
(4th), 10 Toucri Leader (Sthi. 12 The 
Wyandoue Inn 7 ran w. Hi. II, sh hd. II. 
B Hills a) Lamboum. Tola £4 50, £2 50. 
£340 DF.C2220 CSF €29 46. 

3.40 nm lOpyd) I. TEOFIUO (Fa 
Eddery. 8-11 lav, Richard Evans's nap). 

2. Crystal GoW (J Reid, S-l). 3. Nobel 
Lad |T Sorato. 16-1) ALSO RAN 7-2 
Gharib (5ih). TO Neronan. IB Begcnat 
(4th). Uglv Express (Gfh|. 50 Blue island. 
Gtonous Danear. Marflndate. Srlver Moon 
11 ran 41. 2TH. iw. Ml. a D Loder ai 
Newmarket Tote £1 SO. Cl. 10. £1 70. 
£3 50 DF: £330. Tno £5960 CSF 
£526 

4.10 Urn If 207vdl 1. TALLULAH BELLE 
(J Weaver 4-1 lav). 2. Portite Sophie ID 
Memaqh. 9-2). 3. Classic Beauty (k 
FaUori,'7-tj ALSO RAN ll-2 Evertng In 
Pans Ipu), 7 Noble Canortre. 8 On mo 
VWdsicte. 14 Totepa. 16 MciiQycudcly 
Reeks My IHiMe. Wnridwid? EKre 
iSth). 20 NeedwwxJ NuO-Jn (4ih| 11 len 

3. 5t. a. ltd. fcl N (jfimocfcn at 
Wotvwtrampton Tote. £4 40; £2 00. 
£2.00. £170 W= £790 Tno £5120. 
CSF. Cf9 34 Tncaa: £H29t 

4.40 lira il 207yd) J. REGAL PATROL <J 
Rad. 4-1). 2, A|ayib tR Hiis. 6-4 taV). 3. 
Regal Reprinand |J Quinn. 16-tJ. ALSO 
RAW 7-2 Dream Ol Nirml (Athl. 7 Shaded 
(6lh), 12 Norman Conquea (5th), 20 
Jacteon Fails 7 ran Nk.2t. I Ml. 7?« « 
M SloUe ai Newmarket Tote £4 80, 
£2.10. £130 DF. £3 60 CSF C927 
Jackpot;: £2^94^0. 

Ptacepot £27.30. QuadpoC £14.00. 

Perth 

Going: good 

ZOO (3m chi 7. ENSIGN EWART (Mr C 
Stetey. 11-2). 2. Howayman (Mr A 
Parker. 3-1 lav); 3. Admission (Mbs L 
Homer. 12-J). ALSO RAN: 7 Master VJI. 8 
Dark Dawn (5th). 9 Across The Card. 
Den in BAie ifl. 16 Fordstown (4ihi. 20 
Dima (pu). Buyv BUJe (puj. Thank U 
Jim (in). 33 Bow Handy Man (6lh) Filth 
Amentineni (pul. 50 Border Glory (t*r M 
ran Me 18t. 31. 2’sl. 121 C Storey el 
Kelso. Tote. £4.70. £1 50. £1 80. £4 40 
DF £7 20. Tno' £34.50. CSF' flfi 96 
2-3013m UDydhdlei 1. LAGEN BRIDGE 
CD J Mohan. 9-1). 2. Meadow Hymn (P 
Cartienv. &-» /av): 3. Young Kenny <R 
Supple. 7-2). ALSO RAN 7 Papensing 
(pu). Sparking Spring (Sh). 10 Major 
Haras 1 4th). 20 Cheaier (pu) Lorte-ry 
fickai (5th). 25 Pebble Beadi. 33 Hash 



IVt, 22t. «f. mt. 1*1 O Mcriatt ai 
Cartrnel Tttle £9 30; £2^0. £1 30. £230 
DF £16 90. Tno. £19 BO CSF £25 33 
3.00 12m ch) 1. GROUSE44-HEATHEH 
IP Carbeny 7-2); 2. Storm Falcon (Chris 
Webb 14-11:3. Political Terete <B Storey. 
9-1) ALSO RAN. Ewns lav Monyman 
Mlh). 9-2 NetfJertry Said (5th).' 20D 
Cardenden ( 61 M 6 ran 3VI. 31. hd. ctet. 
81 P Mcnleilh al RoaavwU. Toie 040; 
£1 40. £330 DF £11.40 CSF £3425 


3.30 Icm 110yd hdtej 1. CHARUSTIONA 
fS Mefcose, 25- 1j. 2. Susefia tE Calla¬ 
ghan. 25-TJ. 3. Eden Dancer (P Nraan. 
7-2 jl lav) ALSO RAN 7-2|Mav Nonios. B 
Mor**y Wench fSth). 12 Antece (4lh). 
Gong Public (pti). Metta Express. Mne 
Pipes. 16 Vanborwigh Lad (6th). Young 
Semete. 20 BUI'S Porte, 25 Seconds Away 
tpu). 33 Connie Laarhan (pul, Maggies 
Lad, Tashreel \r). 100 Balkxhan Urm 
(pu). Danucha (f). Dark Midnight. Da- 
Veers Cume. Satdeuse 21 ran i« 3v~l. 
2V?i. 61. W. J Dodds al Alnwick Tote. 
£6600: £1560. £1050. £150 DF. 
£1.495 BO Trio. £277 00 (part won Pool 
ol £351 14 canted lorward io 520 a 
Sandown Park today). CSF. £483 75 
4.00 (Sracnj 1, TJ DEBROOK (S McNeil. 
7-2) 2. Cool Weather (A S Smith. 10-1); 
3 Nooran (B Slorey. W tav) ALSO RAN 
9-2 Nawtfnoctoy |5th). 12 High Mood 
lur). U Royat Banket (urj. 20 Apollo 
CokKso (pul. 50 Begat Domain (4ihj. 66 
Smart in Silfc |l) 9 lan NR Saxon Mead. 
Super marine. DisL del. 121. (fist k Bailey 
ai Upper Lamboum Idle £3.00, £1 60. 
£140. £1.40 DF: £920 Tno C13SO 
CSF -£31 B4 


4.30 (2m 41 110yd hcfcrl 1. BOURD- 
ONNER (Mr C Bonner. 9-2). 2. Elation IR 
GanKtv. 20 - 11 , 3. Master CH Troy (D 
Parker, tfi- 1 ) ALSO RAN 2-t fav 
Untathen (4th). 4 Misret Rose. 10 
Chppod Out Ipirt. Jyrryam Johnnv. 14 
Dentys Gorse, Thursday Wph4 (Brtij. 20 
Fen Tamer (51hl. 33 Fall And Fancy ipui. 
50 Moreol A Gunner (pul. 12 ran NH. 
Amtoh 12). 51. 51. H 271 M Hammond at 
MKidtehem Tote £5.30. El .80. E2.40. 
£700 DF' £38 60 Trio- £105.20 CSF- 
ESS 92. Tricaci* £1.232 07 


Ptacepot £70.10. Quadpoc £16.70. 


Fontwed Park 

Grtng: good to firm 

2.20 (2m a ItOyd hde) 1. Gatatesori 
Jane (L Cimmine. Evens tavi, 2. Dam 
Bank (11 -4} 3. Nordic Spree (100-30). 0 
ran 10/.«. PNfcholle Tote. Cl 90: £1 10. 
£1.60, £1 20. DF- £2.70 CSF £353 

2.50 t3m 21 110yd ch] 1. Decybcrrg (C 
Maude, fr 13 favj. 2 Keep fr Zipped (t#-4). 
3. Car dual Gayle (6-1) 3 r-sn. a. dsst M 
Pipe Trie- Cl 40 DF El 50 CSF £2.14 
3^0 (2m 61 f 10yd hdte) 1. Scud Missile 
I Richard Quasi 5-4 lav), Z Adfcv 113-2): 
3. Fawtey Flyer (3-1) 4 ran 2VI. 171 J 
Payne. Trie C230. OF- £6 50 CSF 
£7 77 

3.50 (3m 31 hdle) 1 . Si VUIe |B Powell. 
IO-3). 2. Rtnaway Pete (9-21. 3. Grvus A 
Call (14-1) Snow Board 2-1 lav. 7 ran 
Nfl Kara 141. 1VI R BucVier Tote 
£4 70 £220. & 90 DF CSX CSF. 
E17 86 Tncasi £169 31 

4Z0 12m 21 ch) 1. Blazer Morintera (S 
Fox. {W tavi: 2. m 071te Rags ft(»30t. 
3. Fichu (9-2). 6 ran 101.201 P Rilchens 
Trie £3.40; £l 60. £210 DF ES20. 
CSF- £904. 

4.50 Cm 21 IlCVd hdle) 1. MuHWor (D 
O'Sullivan. 5-2). 2. He knows, the Rules 
(13-6 lav). 3. Qotvrf Dancer <5-1). 72 ran 
lM. 2fl F7 Rowe Tote C3 70. £1 90. 
£110. 5290. DF £3.20 Tno: £1300. 
CSF £6.67 

Placepoc £3450. Quadpot £25.50. 


Eddery lands double 


PAT EDDERY completed a 
short-priced double with Ca¬ 
thedral and Teofilio at Bever¬ 
ley yesterday. Teofilio, second 
to High Roller and Hidden 
Meadow in his two outings 
last year, readily made it third 
time lucky in die Moortown 
Maiden Stakes. 

Always travelling well, the 
David Loder-irained 11-8 on 
favourite, an entry in nexi 
month’s Dante Stakes at 
York, had only to be pushed 
out to overcome Crystal Gold 
by four lengths. “He is pro¬ 
gressive and we shall see if we 
can find something a bit 


better for him,” Loder said. 
“The Dante is worth bearing 
in mind, but we mighf deride 
not to drop him in at the deep 
end as soon as that” 
Cathedral, trained by Brian 
Meehan, comfortably ac¬ 
counted for Col way Ritz by six 
lengths in the Fulford Maiden 
Stakes. “He was beaten by a 
good horse at Nottingham 
[Mile High] but benefited 
from the run.” Meehan said. 
“We have always thought of 
him as a group horse, but he 
went wrong behind when we 
were preparing him for Ascot 
Last year." 
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FOOTBALL 


Cole’s net failure 
gives Ferguson 
scope to reshuffle 

. By Oliver Holt, football correspondent 


rr WAS ten days ago. between 
the two 1-0 defeats by Borussia 
Dortmund which ended Man¬ 
chester United's latest attempt 
to win the European Cup, that 
Alex Ferguson, their manager, 
bounded on To a. stage at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel, in 
London, with an envelope in 
his hands and three names to 
read out. 

As guest of honour at the 
Professional Footballers'Asso¬ 
ciation annual dinner, he was 
about to announce the associa¬ 
tion's player of the year, and a 
wry smile spread across his 
face when he came to the 
identity of the winner. “It’s 
Alan Shearer." he said. “I’ve 
fried to sign him twice. He's 
the only player I'd break the 
bank for." 

In the empty shell of Old 
Trafford. late on Wednesday. 
Ferguson's words seemed to 
be booming out across the 
stadium like a great lament 
for the missing ingredient that 
could have taken United on to 
Munich to face Juventus in the 
final on May 2S. 

Even allowing for the fact 
that they fell behind to an 
early goal from Lars Ricken. 
even allowing for the superb 
last-ditch defending of the 
unbreachable Jurgen Kohler. 
United went on to create so 
many chances that they 
should have been able to 
outrun their guests even if 
Dortmund had scored twice in 
the Theatre of Dreams. 

Instead, when opportunity 
knocked. United recoiled. 
Cantona was guilty of two 
abject misses. Pallister was 
wide with a simple header. 
Cole shot twice into the side¬ 
netting when he should have 
scored, and Giggs, still embar¬ 
rassingly one-footed for such a 
talented player, sliced a right- 
foot volley horribly wide. 

As Ferguson pointed out. it 
was not that United were 
outplayed or out-thought by 
Dortmund in either leg. Far 


from it They went at them like 
a whirlwind and they should 
have tom them down, but they 
had nobody to finish the 
openings that they made. With 
Shearer in the team — per¬ 
haps eyen with Les Ferdinand, 
Ian Wright or Robbie Fowler 
— they would have been 
preparing for the final now. 

Apart from the issue of 
whether Cantona is now past 
his best and, furthermore, 
going downhill fast. United 
also seem to be in danger of 
slipping bade into the situa¬ 
tion that dogged Ron Atkinson 
for so long while he was in 
charge: not having a goal¬ 
poaching striker capable of 
scoring 30 goals a season. 

Cole was supposed to be the 
solution to that problem when 
he was brought from New¬ 
castle Llnited for £7 million, 
but. dogged by lack of confi¬ 
dence and injury, he has 
performed only fitfully. Ironi¬ 
cally, against Dortmund on 
Wednesday and against Liver¬ 
pool last Saturday, he looked 
sharp and hungry. United's 
most threatening presence, 
but still there is a suspicion 
that, at European level in 
particular, his touch will let 
him down. 

Gradually, his admirers are 





Cole: two bad misses 


saying. Cole is becoming a 
more complete footballer, but 
that is not what United bought 
him for. They bought him to 
be a predatory striker, not a 
creator for others, and, despite 
Ferguson’s admirable loyally 
towards him, the time may be 
coming when he will listen to 
offers from other dubs. 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. too. 
has performed creditably in 
his first year in English foot¬ 
ball, well enough in tandem 
with Cole and Cantona to take 
United to the brink of their 
fourth FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship title in five years. In 
European terms, though, he is 
still learning his trade and his 
was a peripheral presence on 
Wednesday. 

Ferguson, however, was in a 
cheerful, upbeat mood yester¬ 
day, full of hope far an assault 
on the Champions* League 
next season, confident that 
only slight modifications are 
needed to push United to¬ 
wards winning the trophy on 
the thirtieth anniversary of the 
triumph of Best, Charlton and 
the rest 

“I am not considering mak¬ 
ing wholesale changes," Fer¬ 
guson said. “When you 
analyse our games in Europe, 
we lost five matches 1-0. Three 
of them were deflected goals 
and one was a penalty, so how 
far away are we? 

“There will be changes and 
some will come from within. 
Others may come from out¬ 
side, but the players know that 
is not a criticism of them. The 
bus just moves on to the next 
stop. That is nothing new here. 

“We know we should be 
going to the European Cup 
final. 1 sat up watching the 
video and it was like watching 
die video of a whole season — 
we missed so many chances." 

In the light of that, “How far 
away are we?” suddenly be¬ 
comes a lot simpler to answer 
Just as far away as a striker 
who would break the bank. 



Di Canto, shadowed by two Falkirk defenders, was one of the few Celtic players able to handle the pressure 

Bums left waiting for axe to fall 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


PUBLIC NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES 



By Kevin McCarra 

IT WAS fitting that Celtic's 
perfunctory performance in 
their abject 1-0 defeat by 
Falkirk in the Tennents Scot¬ 
tish Cup semi-final replay 
should meet with a token 
protest At full-time on Wed¬ 
nesday, their supporters 
booed briefly, but showed a 
greater desire to be away from 
Ibrox. out of the rain and far 
from the shame: 

Although the emotional re¬ 
action was deep, it did not 
encompass rage. Instead, 
there was sadness among fans 
who had seen Celtic flunk yet 
another test and regret that 
one of the club’s most far 
voured figures will almost 
certainly be discarded. Tom¬ 
my Burns, appointed as man¬ 
ager in 1994, must have 
suffered the last failure of his 
tenure. 

There will, all the same, be 
no leave-taking for the mo¬ 
ment Fergus McCann, the 
managing director, merely 
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NOTICE OF MEETING 

Australian Mutual Provident Society 
(including the London Life Fund) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Meeting oT the Untied 
Kingdom members of the Australian Mutual Prortdoot 
Society (AMP i vrfll be hdd at Ibc Grand Hall, Wembley 
Conference. & Exfrihflfaw Centre, Wembley HA 9 ODW at 
11.00 am on Wednesday 21 May 1997. 

II To discuss the report on AMP's United Kingd om 
operations Tor the year ended 31 December 1996. 

2) To discuss (be report on London Life's operations Cor the 
year ended 3) December 1996. 

3) To note (bat M ean ' s MJL Bates and GJL Trunbofl will 
redre by rotation as at 1 inly 1997 as members of the UK 
Board of AMP & London life, and bare Indicated to the 
Principal Board that ibey art prepared la be re ap p o in te d. 
(See note 5). 

4) To note that Mr. C&S. Lyon FIA will retire from the UK 
Board of AMP & London Life at the coadwfoa of die 
meeting and that Mr CD. Lever FIA be appointed to 
the UK Board of AMP & London Lift at that time. 

By order of the United Kingdom Board of AMP and IsbIbb 
L ife. 

SJP-A- Klteoa. 

Secretary. 

6 March 1997 AMP 

London Lift The Bear! Centre 

100 Tcmpk Street Lynch Wood 

Bristol BS1 6EA Peterborough PE26FY 

Notes 

0 This meeting has been convened In accordance with the 
a d w n e sanctioned by Ibc High Court tinder section 49 of the 
Insurance Companies Act I9KS an 21 Fe b r uar y 1989. 

2) Membership: Under AMP's By-laws all poOqrholden, 
InchnUiig hold e rs of poBdes tamed by The London life 
Association Limbed, other than ttaiya , are memb er s of 
AMP. Policies issued by nay nbddtay of AMP, hn-tndlng 
those acquired by virtue of (be London Life merger, do not 
confer member shi p. UK members COtpprt te only persons 
who are members by virtue of (be bsoe of: 
al a policy written by The London Life Association limited 
or written by AMP under the Landau LUe Funds 
b) other polities in (he AMP No 1 Fund which are on the UK 
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Membership of AMP gives yon rights under (be By-taws of 
AMP. Yoo may, for instance (unless yon are a minor or 
someone other than the Ora named of Joint bolder*) vote 
personally « a contested decefoa gr^dlrectofs, and 
personally or by proxy at general meetings of AMP. 

3V UK members will be Invited al the meeting to ask. 
questions concerning the matters to be dto cro rd. bat no 
fonnal resolutions will be proposed or votes taken. 

4) Copies of the report and ac co u nts for AMP, a report on 
the London Life Fund and on AMP's Untied Kingdom 
operation for 1996 may be collected from the addresses 
staled above or wiU be forwarded npoo application to the 
Secretary. 100 Temple Street. Bristol. BS1 6EA. 

5) Members of the Untied Kingdom Board of AMP and 
London life m appointed by AMP's P rincip al Board, 
whkh considers rwwmmmdBtlona from the United 
Kingdom BmnL On 1 July each year two members of the 
United Kingdom Board of AMP Bad London Life wB retire 
by rotation. 

6) Postal Voters’ Roll: Members entitled to vote may place 
their name on the Postal Voters' M On any contested 
tlrrtlow of directors to AMP's Principal Board or 
amendment to AMP’s By-taws, these members will be sent 
bgMjtfw ewabHng them to vote by post. 
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confirmed that the plan to 
review operations in the dose 
season had not been altered 
by the defeat. Bums himself 
has no intention of slipping 
away quietly. 

“1 will not be resigning,” he 
said. “I can either walk away 
or stay and try and change it I 
intend to stay and change iL” 
Hie decision, however, is not 
in his own hands. Instead of 
sacking Bums. Celtic need 
only wait until his contract 
expires in the summer and 
then decline to renew iL 

The only hope for Bums is 
that another job could be 
found for him in a revamped 
structure at Celtic. There is a 
faint possibility that he will 
benefit from a residue of 
affection. His team has often 
been entertaining and his 
engaging personality has giv¬ 
en the dub an appealing 
public face. His record, how¬ 
ever, conceals progress rather 
than demonstrating iL Celtic 
lost the 1994 Coca-Cola Cup to 


Raith Rovers, a dub then 
resident in the Bell’s Scottish 
League first division. Falkirk, 
too. live in that humble mi¬ 
lieu. ITie Scottish Cup of 1995 
is the only trophy so far 
collected by Bums. Rangers 
are about to take the premier 
division title for a ninth 
successive year. 

The financial resurgence of 
Celtic, with their 40.000 sea¬ 
son ticket-holders, makes the 
pratfalls of the team all the 
more difficult for supporters 
and directors to tolerate. Each 
failure intensifies the strain 
on the players. Bums at¬ 
tempted to halt that escalating 
anxiety by replacing the 
squad he inherited with fresh, 
untainted signings, but they, 
too. have become trapped in 
the syndrome. 

On Wednesday, after they 
had fallen behind to Paul 
McGrilien's well-worked 
goal, Celtic’s attempts to 
equalise were poisoned by 
alarm. Fblkfrk enjoyed a little 


Gresley spy silver lining 


Non-League Football by Keith Pike 



A NEW home awaits Gresley 
Rovers, and a new trophy to 
adorn a pristine boardroom. 
Yet a season that promises to 
end in triumph will be tinged 
with regret. The modern curse 
of non-league football — clubs 
with excellent teams bur out¬ 
dated facilities — has struck 
once again. 

Barring an extraordinary 
twist in the closing week of the 
season. Gresley will secure the 
Dr Martens League premier 
division championship, yet the 
biggest prize of all. a place in 
the Vauxhal] Conference, is 
denied them. At Moat Street, 
where a full house of Z000 is 
expected to cheer Gresley 
across the finishing line to¬ 
morrow, euphoria and anticli¬ 
max are the order of the day. 

The silverware would be 
Gresley’s if they avoided de¬ 
feat against Gloucester City, 
whose own long pursuit of the 
title has faded amid an ex¬ 
hausting end-of-season run-in. 
Gresley might even kick-off 
with the championship al¬ 


ready theirs — Gloucester 
needed to win their home 
match against Atherstone 
United last night to retain 
even a mathematical interest 
— yet the move to a purpose- 
built ground two miles away, 
expected ro be completed a 
couple of months into next 
season, has come too late. 

“We found out in September 
that we could not go into the 
Conference and the players 
and myself were bitterly dis¬ 
appointed." Paul Futcher, the 
Gresley player-manager, said. 
“We all want to operate at the 
highest level we can, but all we 
could do was our best on the 
pitch and week-in; week-out. 
the players have responded 
brilliantly. If we win the title, it 
would be a hell of an 
achievement,” 

Still playing at 40 after 
a 20-year, eight-dub career 
through the seniur divisions. 
Futcher is confident that he 
wifi retain the majority of his 
squad for a fresh challenge 
next season. “The move to a 
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new ground is a massive step 
in the right direction." he said. 

Inevitably, Gresley's situa¬ 
tion has given Gloucester and 
Cheltenham Town grounds 
far optimism. They are neck- 
and-neck in the race to finish 
runners-up. the pri 2 e for 
which is the elevation denied 
the ehamptons-elect. 

They know all about tainted 
triumphs in the Vauxhall Con¬ 
ference. too, where the cham¬ 
pions have been refused a 
placed in the Football League 
for three successive seasons. 
That trio of clubs has staged a 
season-long contest to make 
amends that could be resolved 
tomorrow. 

After their demolition of 
Woking on Tuesday and 
Stevenage Borough's surren¬ 
der of two points against 
Gateshead the next day. Mac¬ 
clesfield Town will be champ¬ 
ions if they beat Bromsgrove 
Rovers while Kidderminster 
Harriers and Stevenage lose 
to Southport and Sralybridge 
Celtic respectively. 


Betts off on return journey 
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TWO years after he left Cen¬ 
tral Park. Denis Betts is likely 
to return as a Wigan player 
next season. Betts, the Great 
Britain forward, is being re¬ 
leased early from a five-year 
contract at Auckland Warriors 
for what wjere described yes¬ 
terday as family reasons. 

Earlier reports that Betts, 
27, was homesick and seeking 
a return to England, prompt¬ 
ed inquiries from several 
clubs, but Wigan claim to 
have first option on the player, 
whose departure, along with 
Phil Clarke, at the end of the 
1994-95 season, prompted 
Wigan’s supremacy to recede. 


FOOTBALL 
Mt-off '30 unfcss slated 

* denotes aH-Ockei much 

NationwMa League 
ftrst division 

Bofion v Charflon [7 ■Ifi). 

Notwicli tf Man City (7.45). 

* Portsmouth v Ipswich (7.45). 

SheffUtdv State (7.45). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMA710N: Feat 
division: Tottenham v Wool Ham m Upton 
Park, 2.0). 

UWJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE; Flra 
division: Portfirid v Peacofcaven and 
Tataeartac. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Engfafr Schools 
QBs Shield; Fred; Grwestam v Brighton 
fa Gravesend FC. 7.0). London GW Cup: 
Rnab Herimr v N Kent (41 Sowtondgwortn 
Town, 703- 


By Christopher Irvine 

Betts will complete the 
season in the Australasian 
Super League. He has held 
talks with Jack Robinson, the 
Wigan chairman, but interest 
elsewhere is hound to rise in 
June, when Auckland are in 
England for world club 
championship matches, 

“I’m committed to playing 
as well as 1 can for Auckland 
for the rest of the season." 
Betts said. “Ill leave with a 
heavy heart because, after 
some trying times. I'm start¬ 
ing to enjoy myself again." 

Meanwhile, lee Hensen, 
Wigan's newTongan forward, 
will make his first appear¬ 


ance, after signing from 
Widnes, in the Stones Super 
League tonight. Widnes meet 
Salford, who are defending a 
16-match unbeaten home 
record. 

Alan Hunte has been omit¬ 
ted by St Helens for their 
match against Castlefbrd at 
Anfield on Sunday, and a tom 
hamstring means that he is 
extremely doubtful for the Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup final 
against Bradford tomorrow 
week. Derek McVey, the Aus¬ 
tralian forward, is responding 
to treatment on damaged an¬ 
kle ligaments and hopes ro be 
fit in rime for Wembley. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


CRICKET 
Britannic Assurance 
county championship 
tl.fl. thud day of tow. 104 overs minimum 
CHELMSFORD: Esse* v Hampcfwo 
CA RDIFF ; Glamagan v Warwickshire 
CANTERBURY: Kent v Drab/shlre 
OLD TRAFFORD: Lancashire v Durham 
LEICESTER: Leteeslarshlra v 
Gtaucosiarshha 

TRENT BRIDGE: NofflngrtanreWre v 
Worcestershire 

THE OVAL' Suney v Somarwt 
HOVE; Sussex v Nwhampmnshre 
University reaches 
M 30. final aiy tv three 
FENNER’S: Cambridge University v 
Middlesex 

THE PARKS: Otford University v 
Yorkshire 


SECOND XJ CHAMPIONSHIP (Rrtalda, 0 | 
jhfty) Uxb ridge CG Middlesex v Not- 
Bn^wmshira Taumtan: Sonwrtni v Sur, 
p c* Wb rcerior: Worcastershre v 
UwXEtensNre 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Stones Super League 
Salford v Wigan (7 30). . . 

Flraf division 

Dewsbury v SwViton (7 45) 

HOCKEY 

INTER-LEAGUE PLAY-OFFS: Chelms- 
rord v Loughborough Sluderro mm 
Hampstead ano WesJmnaer v 

pSSK.'SLifgrjS 

Miron Keynasi. ' 
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luck, but Uie team from 
Brockvitle were never dose to 
being overwhelmed. 

Hie weakness of Falkirk 
can be exaggerated, and their 
side is hardly to be treated as 
amateurs. Seven of its mem¬ 
bers have played in the pre¬ 
mier division and the 
splendid Andy Gray was once 
capped by England. 

Victory over a Falkirk team 
that now meets Kilmarnock 
in tbe final would, for all that, 
have been the inevitable con¬ 
sequence of even a moderate 
performance by Celtic “We 
live or die by success and. 
unfortunately, some of the 
players can't handle that pres¬ 
sure." Bums admitted. 

This frail team, in which 
only Paolo di Canto's display 
evinced self-belief, was. 
though, built by tbe manager 
at a cost of some £15 million. 
The problems of remedying 
the ills are great, but it is a 
challenge that Bums Mil 
surely not survive to meet 


From Mel Webb - 
in Madrid j . V: 

THERE have been- false 
dawns before, but this time it 
really did look as if tine sun 
might be poking its , head 
above the horizon. Severiano 
Ballesteros had a compara¬ 
tively modest 70 in tfie' first 
round of the Spanish Gpea 
here yesterday, but, by the end 
of this season, it might jpst 
prove to be one of his more 
significant rounds of: the 
year. 

Ballesteros finished the day 
four shots behind Padrtig 
Harrington, the defending 
champion, and Alex Cejka, 
and three adrift of Gary 
Emerson and Mark James, 
but the bald figures do not 
even begin to tell the story. 

This was Ballesteros’S thir¬ 
teenth competitive round of 
the season, and it was the first 
time that he has beaten par. 
Yes. chorus the cynics, but it 
was by only two shots; he did 
have four bogeys; it's hap¬ 
pened before, nothing has 
really changed; just watch him 
tomorrow. 

They might be right — we 
shall see today — but the 
inescapable feeling was that 
the significant difference was 
demonstrated, not by the me¬ 
chanics of hitting golf shots, 
but by Ballesteros's bearing. 

No man wears his heart on 
his sleeve more than Bal¬ 
lesteros does. If he is 
feeling bad. the shoulders 
slump, the eyes are hooded, he 
regards the world with suspi¬ 
cion. It was the way that he 
walked through 1996. 

Yesterday, the back that has 
caused him so much-.agony 
aver the years was straight, he 
looked his inquisitors straight 
in the face, his very gait-had 


LEADING EARLY SCORES (G8 and Ire un¬ 
less stated) G&PHanlngMn, ACeJkaiGer). 
6T.G Emereon. M James 68: S Ames (Trtn). 
E Homero (Aig). M A Jkmnee (Spi, I Pyman 
I Gjfndo (Spj. T Bjorn (D«n). B Law. 68: C 
Whfo&tt (SA), L Westwood. G Nomtan 
(Aos). J M Cteabal (Sp). N Fastfr (She). F 
VaterafSpl.lGaibutl 70:CRocca(ft}.PMI- 
ctefl. RChfipman.FI Mur4z(HoB).D Cartel. 
A Binaght (H). R Davis (Aus). □ Hows*. A 
Hunter. M Roe. S Twrance. S Bafeseftw 
(Spl. D QiBort. M Janztro (Swo). P Eatet. J 
FVtero (Sp). F Cea (Sp). D Htepns. T Gogele 
p3er).rt:JLGuepy(R1. *SGates (tfcj.P 
Qurtd (Swto). S Cage. S Ujth (Sp). P 
LWiarr [Sp). C Watts. SGrappasonni (It). 72: 
JSandefcnlSwa). M A Martin (Sp), A Conan. 
W FBey (Aus). A Sherborne. P Lame. P 
MdSntey, * H Sensor (Swe), J Geioa [Spl. 
E Canonka (HI. G Tuna: (NZ). A Cabrera 
(Arg), A Gamdo (Spj. G Oarts. H Jacquefen 
(Fr), N Brtgos D Robertson. J Van de VeUe 
(Ff). B Lander (Ger). S Scahi (N2j. R Green 
(Aus), A Oiclcom, j Chinos (Sp). J Haurtes 
(SA) G On. M Moiiand. J Coceres (Aigt. P 
Affleck, J Lomas. * denotes amateur 


confidence ingrained in iLThe 
difference was almost indefin¬ 
able. but it was there all 
righL 

He had a brilliant start with 
birdies on three of the finrta 
four holes. In the morning, he^ 
had had an intensive session 
on the range with Butch 
Harmon, the American coach 
who is on a busman's holiday 
at Chez Ballesteros, and.the 
destructive inaccuracy with 
woods and irons that has 
beleaguered Ballesteros this 
year was blessedly less evident 
in a round rhar contained six 
birdies. 

“I have hit some good shots 
today, and 1 feel more happy 
with my game," he said. “1 
have won in the Seventies, the 
Eighties and the Nineties, and 
I am very confident 1 will win 
again in the Two Thousands." 

As statements of intent go, it 
was pretty unequivocal. 

Greg Norman, who was 
bracketed with Jose Maria 
Olazdbal on three under par 
on his first visit to the Iberian 
peninsula for 15 years, had/.i 
tale of Spanish culture to tef// 
The evening before, he had 
been to his first bullfight and 
Sebastian Palomo Linares, the 
matador, who is, apparriitly. 
the Plarido Domingo of the 
bullring, dedicated his loll to 
Norman. 

”He offered me his hat, and 
l'took it" Norman said. "I 
didn't know that He was 
paying me a compliment and 

1 didn't realise I had fo give it 
{rack. He also invited me to go 
into the ring with a little bull, 
but 1 declined gracefully." 

Olazibal, sitting next door 
but one to him, chuckled. “I 
think you did the right thing," 
he said. So, one would imag-, 
ine, do the sponsors of the# I 
tournament — and a certain 
Mrs Laura Norman. 


RUGBY UNION 
Woteh League 
First (flvferon 

^Nypridd vNealhf70J . 

hunvaitv Bridgend (7.30) . 

Second division 

Abeiavon v Cardiff Inst (7.0)_ 

OTHER SPORT 

SNOOKER: Embassy urornj champion- 
Sbpsfri SteffBM) 

SPEEDWAY: e*b League Bala Vue* 
£30): PeKfbMowffl v C<*- 
Wffly I? 30) Premtar iJagueCups Etfln- 

M ,*»^* 3Uo (T3at: oaQta v 

Headmg and Swtndon (9.0). 

Wond -;*wrnpm«h<c to 
































































































































































































































. :.1M 1 \ 

jr^ itffcTnMfeS fkiu ay April 25 iw/ 



cue 

m 


. •••. 



• ■ 









\ 




V 





- : \ : •••;•• • < • 




vv 






■; '-Vi*’• ;v*i?^ *“ ‘ *! 



i . 


\ 





/ 


*** 




emm, 




•■’to- 





-;c 

k 6 

" r ^ __ <K'' • ' 4 

- o v,, r - R 




Ppkom Nas.ro Azzi rro: nu Gr. a i Italian rkhmu m bf.ek 

Sponsor of the 54" Italian Open 


SHOW UP 

















48 SPORT 


CRICKET 


Nixon provides 
reminder of 
champions’ style 

By Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 


LEICESTER (second day of 

four): Gloucestershire, with 
all second-innings wickets in 
hand, are 54 runs behind 
Leicestershire 

THERE were many rimes last 
year when the majority ques¬ 
tioned Leicestershire’s ability 
to win the championship, and 
the same old doubts have 
resurfaced on each of the first 
two days of this new season. 
However, the mark of champi¬ 
ons is to win when playing 
poorly, and that is what 
should now happen here. 

An hour after lunch yester¬ 
day, Leicestershire’s prospects 
were as bleak as the skies over 
Grace Road. Their last pair 
were together and they trailed 
Gloucestershire, a team surely 
bound for the wrong end of the 
table, by 39 runs. On a pitch 
where the odd bail keeps 
disconcertingly low, this was 
an unpromising position. 

The legacies of winning the 
title, however, include an un¬ 
quenchable spirit and, here, it 
was exemplified by Paul Nix¬ 
on. For more than two hours, 
this virtue was restated in a 
last-wicket stand that ad¬ 
journed on 99. when bad light 
drew a merciful veil over 
Gloucestershire’s efforts, and 
finally totalled 101. 

Nixon is a combative player, 
one of the best batting 
wicketkeepers around, and 
few will be surprised by his 
contribution. Fbr a partner, 
however, he had the fledgeling 
James Ormond, whose known 
credentials can be gauged 


from the fact that he batted 
behind Alan Mullally. The 
order may rapidly be revised, 
for Ormond showed poise, 
patience and a serviceable 
technique while making 35 in 
his initial first-class innings. 

When Leicestershire's total 
reached the unimagined rich¬ 
es of 300, it was acclaimed by 
wild yelling and an impromp¬ 
tu dance routine from the 
resident cheerleader. Lewis — 
a red-shirted gentleman who 
is proving a worthy successor, 
at least in volume, to the 
character known as “Fog¬ 
horn'*. whose voice ruled this 
ground in the 1970s. 

Until this point. Lewis had 
been conspicuously quiet, but, 
while he celebrated, Glouces¬ 
tershire's players stared at 
each other, hands on hips, as 
cricketers tend to do when the 
tenth wicket embarrasses 
them. This, however, may not 
be the last fruitless session 



Maddy: frustration 


Sri Lanka lose spinner 


MUTTIAH Muralitharan. the 
only Sri Lanka bowler to have 
taken more than 100 Test 
wickets, has been ruled out of 
the second Test match against 
Pakistan, which starts in Co¬ 
lombo tomorrow. 

Muralitharan has strained 
a muscle near his rib cage. He 
has been replaced by Ruwan 
Kalpage. the off spinner, in a 
14-man squad for the final 
match in a two-game series. 
Another casualty is Nuwan 


Zoysa, the left-arm seam 
bowler, who has pulled a 
thigh muscle and has been 
replaced by Sajeeva de Silva. 

Arjuna Ran a tonga has been 
retained as captain of Sri 
Lanka for die Asia Cup 
tournament in India and the 
tour to West Indies in June. 

□ India. Pakistan. Sri Lanka 
and Bangladesh, the winners 
of the lCCTrophy, will partici¬ 
pate in the Asia Cup. which 
starts on May 9. 


that they endure this summer. 
The loss of Courtney Walsh — 
still expected back for a testi¬ 
monial next year — is a mortal 
blow to them. 

Without him. their bowling 
has no edge and. although 
April is hardly the time to 
condemn. Shaun Young does 
not look the man to provide iL 
He did not take a wicket here 
and looked more support than 
spearhead. His pace is compa¬ 
rable with that of Mike Smith 
and, for 28 overs against the 
last pair, he was not even 
used. No wonder the county is 
keen to believe in David 
Lawrence's comeback. 

They have, at least been 
competitive in this game, even 
if it is difficult to see where any 
weight of runs and wickets 
will come from over the sum¬ 
mer. Alleyne, the new captain, 
was their best bowler, main¬ 
taining a fuller, more effective 
length than Leicestershire had 
done on Wednesday and tak¬ 
ing his third wicket when he 
knocked out James Whitaker's 
middle stump. 

Though nothing happened 
too quickly on this surface, the 
ball swung and seamed appre¬ 
ciably and only Darren 
Maddy proceeded without 
problems. He made 80. in four 
hours, and the disgust he 
displayed after toe-ending a 
slip catch from a ball he need 
not have played was a mea¬ 
sure of his ambition — this he 
viewed as a lost opportunity 
rather than a comfortable 
start to the season. 

A poorly-conceived cut from 
Macmillan had given Han¬ 
cock a rare wicket and. after 
lunch, spin gained its first 
reward when Martyn Ball 
took two wickets in successive 
overs. Hie Gloucestershire 
batsmen began their limber¬ 
ing up. but they were still 
going through the motions 
after the delayed tea interval 
had come and gone. 

When their chance came at 
last, only two overs were 
passible before the tight dosed 
in again. However, weather 
permitting, this is a game die 
champions believe they will 
win. 


. 
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Law makes 
haste to 
confirm his* 

attacking 


Taylor cracks Snape for four through the off side at Hove yesterday on his way to a century for Sussex 

Taylor made for second coming 


By Simon Wilde 

HOVE (second day of four): 
Sussex, with four first-innings 
wickets in hand, are 29 runs 
ahead of Northamptonshire 

THE trouble with some Eng¬ 
lish cricketers is that they 
never know when they are 
finished. A year ago. NeD 
Taylor was apparently in the 
twilight of his career, his 
superfluity to a Kent side 
about to mount a sustained 
challenge for the champion¬ 
ship betrayed by his appoint¬ 
ment as second XI captain. 
He did not play a first-team 
match all summer. 

Sussex, though, remem¬ 
bered Taylor’s pedigree when 
they cast about frantically for 
recruits during the winter. 
While Alan Wells went from 
Hove to Canterbury, Taylor 
eagerly made the reverse jour¬ 
ney, and it may not be such a 
ludicruously onesided ex¬ 
change as some first thought 
Yesterday, Taylor scored 127 


to help Sussex to keep their 
noses in front in their match 
with Northamptonshire. 

This was die second time 
that Taylor. 37, has scored a 
century on his first-class de¬ 
but for a county, having done 
so for Kent against the tour¬ 
ing Sri Lankans 18 years ago. 
The last Sussex man to mark 
his first appearance with a 
hundred was Hugh Bartlett 
60 years ago. Taylor now has 
43 centuries to his credit, the 
same number as Wells — and 
Taylor has played 516 innings 
to Wells's 538. 

At Kent, Taylor was be¬ 
lieved to be the victim of a 
personality dash with Daryl 
Foster, then the coach. He 
was perceived to have a 
weakness against fast bowl¬ 
ing, but there was no sign of it 
yesterday as he hooked, 
pulled and drove 
Mohammad Akram. who did 
not justify daims that he is 
quicker than Wasim and 
Waqar, but was nevertheless 
decidedly sharp. 


“If you average 40 in first- 
class cricket, you just cannot 
be a bad player of fast 
bowling,” Tony Pigott, the 
acting chief executive of Sus¬ 
sex, said. “There’s nowhere to 
hide when you do that much 
batting. Neil is just what we 
need. He is greedy for runs 
and will bat all day for us." 

Taylor has something of a 
reputation for slow scoring, 
but he was no slouch yester¬ 
day and moved from 104 to 
122 courtesy of four bound¬ 
aries in one over from Snape, 
who, like Emburey. found a 
diy pitch offering frustrating- 
ly little turn. Taylor hit 20 
fours and a six in a stay of 
tittle more than four hours at 
the crease. 

No less significant, per¬ 
haps, to Sussex's long-term 
prosperity was the batting of 
Keith Newell, who confirmed 
his promise with a champion¬ 
ship-best 91 not out He arri¬ 
ved at the crease after Akram, 
having removed Greenfield In 
his first spell had returned to 


extract Athey. With Sussex on 
137 for three, Northampton¬ 
shire might have poured 
through the breach, but New¬ 
ell stayed firm then and for 
the next four hours. 

It was a frustrating day for 
Northamptonshire, who 
found their opponents far less 
pliant than expected. Only 
some sharp woric in the field 
kept them in the game: Snape 
completed a good diving 
catch in the gully to remove 
Taylor and Warren a sharp 
stumping off Emburey to 
remove Moores, so that, with 
Drakes making only a brief 
stay. Sussex were still 12 runs 
behind with four wickets left 
Newell and Jarvis, however, 
added 41 vital runs in the last 
12 overs of the day. 

Taylor’s was the second 
excellent debut performance 
for Sussex in the match. 
Robinson picked up the one 
remaining Northamptonshire 
wicket — Snape for 55. which 
equalled his championship 
best — to finish with six for 78. 


EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


THE 



West End theatre offer 


T he Times Live is a new entertainment service in 
association with First Call, the leading ticketing 
agency, which offers readers priority bookings, 
special offers and discounted tickets an a range of 
live events. To launch this exciting venture, when 
you buy two top price tickets for either Miss 
Saigon, Cats, Martin Guerre or Oliver* The Times 
will give you two top price tickets for a second show 
of your choice, from these four, in exchange for five 
Times tokens which have been published this week. 

Tickets are available throughout May and June 
for Miss Saigon (Mon-Thurs 7.45pm & Wed 
matinees 3pm); Martin Guerre (Mon-Thurs 
7.45pm & Thurs matinees 3pm): Cats (Mon-Thurs 
7.45pm & Tues matinees 3pm) and Oliver* (Mon- 
Thurs 7.30pm & Wed matinees 230pm). Prices are 
£3230 each phis a £250 booking fee per ticket. 

State which shows you want to see on the form 
below, make a payment for £70 to cover the cost of 
two tickets, and post it and your five tokens to: 77ie 

Times live. West End 


Theatre Offer, 

PO Box 92, London, 
WC2H9SU. 
Applications must 
arrive no later than 
Friday, May 2. 



TOKENS 



• See The Times 16-page guide 
to this summer's entertainment 
which was free with Monday's 
paper for more special offers 
and discounted tickets. If you 
did not receive your copy 
please call 0171-481 3355. 



I THE TIMES LIVE — WEST END THEATRE TICKETS i 

TTiis form, with five differently numbered tokens from The Times and a payment of 
£70, entitles you to four top price tickets, subject to avaitabflrty, to the two West End 
shows indicated below. Make cheques payble to First CaJL 

Credit Card Payment Card number 

II M 1 1 1 1 I'll 1 1 1 1 1 

Expiry date 1 IT 1 m 

[ 1 Mastercard/Access Q Visa 

Name on card . . 




Supply address of registered cardholder on a 
separate sheet of paper it different frem that above 

Siqnature .. 

Please indicate your two choices of shows, the date and times (evening or matinee). 

If you would prefer nol io receive Information and 

offera Iran organisations carefully selected by i-. 

77» Tones, please Uck 1_I 




I 
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CHANGING TIMES 


Brain before bravado puts 
DeFreitas in control 


CANTERBURY (second day 
of four): Kent, with five sec¬ 
ond-innings wickets in hand . 
are 177 runs ahead of 
Derbyshire 

THERE was a rime when 
Phillip DeFreitas would have 
reacted to the sight of Devon 
Malcolm and Martin 
McCague hurling down their 
thunderbolts by trying ro 
prove that he could bowl as 
fast as either of them. Not any 
more. 

They still call him “Daffy", 
but he bowls with more brain 
than bravado these days and it 
is just as well for Derbyshire 
that he does, otherwise Trevor 
Wand, of Kent, arguably the 
best uncapped batsman in the 
country, would have taken 
this game away from them by 
now. 

Ward could yet do that 
because he was still going 
strong on 95 at the dose, but at 
least DeFreitas has given Der¬ 
byshire a fighting chance with 
a high-class exhibition of seam 
bawling that brought him four 
wickets, three of them, all 
leg before, in the space of five 
balls. 

It was in total contrast to 
what had gone before. 


By Pat Gibson 

McCague had answered Mal¬ 
colm’s six for 74 by bowling 
with just as much pace and 
hostility and. when he took his 
fourth wicket with his first ball 
yesterday to reduce Derby¬ 
shire to 44 for five, it looked as 
though it was all going 
to be down to the speed 
merchants. 

Then Clarke, making a 
good impression in his first 
championship innings for his 
third county, and Cork, show¬ 
ing that, whatever is ailing 
him, there is nothing wrong 
with his spirit, applied the 
brake in a six-wicker partner¬ 
ship of 65. 

Both eventually fell to 
Headley, who bowled some 
fairly rapid balls of his own, 
but he could not shake 
Krikken, the wicketkeeper 
with the farmer's gait and the 
town cryer's bellow, who 
epitomises the commitment of 
this Derbyshire side. 

Strang's leg spin, deployed 
for the first time in county 
cricket, was treated with some¬ 
thing close to contempt when¬ 
ever it was pitched short as 
Krikken dubbed nine fours in 
61 before Strang took his 
revenge by running him out 
with a direct hit from back¬ 


ward point By then, however, 
DeFreitas had helped Krikken 
to add valuable runs and. 
when the dedicated Dean and 
the flailing Malcolm put on an 
improbable 31, the last five 
wickets had produced 204 
runs and trimmed Kent’s lead 
to a mere three. 

All eyes then turned to 
Malcolm again, but sadly the 
magic of the previous day had 
left him already. He did strike 
one blow on Fulton's little 
finger that forced the opener to 
retire hurt, but it was not until 
DeFreitas was introduced that 
Derbyshire got a wickeL 

Llong, who had taken 49 
minutes to get off the mark, 
was deceived by his slower 
ball and caught at cover and 
then the returning Fulton, 
Wells and Fleming were all 
trapped leg before, plumb in 
front. 

Ealham prevented the hat- 
trick. but he soon fell chasing a 
wide one from Dean and it 
was left to Ward, playing in a 
different league to any other 
batsman in the match, to 
make sure that Kent retained 
the initiative. At the dose of 
play, he had made his 95 off 
only 109 balls and struck 18 
fours. 


reputation 

By I vo Tennant 

CHELMSFORD (second day 
of four): Essex, with three 

secondzi/miags —wrcteZS in 

haruEare 45S runs ahead of 
Hampshire 

ESSEX captains, when they 
are pressed as to their pros¬ 
pects of winning a champion¬ 
ship. tend to speak in football 
jargon. In Paul Prichard’s 
estimation, to say nothing of 
that of the bookmakers, they 
do indeed have a chance. That 
is not least because they 
possess batsmen such as Ron¬ 
nie Irani and Stuart Law who 
can. as they showed yesterday, 
score runs with alacrity. 

To think that Law, a bats¬ 
man who made 12 centuries 
last season, one in which he 
spent a month in Sri Lanka, is 
not considered among Austra¬ 
lia’s best 17 cricketers. How¬ 
ever many runs Matthew 
Hayden thinks he will score 
this summer. Law is likely to 
manage even more. Essex, 
with the exception of Hugh 
Page a decade ago, have not 
erred when choosing their 
overseas players. 

Law added 128 in 165 balls 
with Irani in the afternoon, 
which in all probability will 
prove to be the decisive part¬ 
nership of the match. There 
was stfll some help for Hamp¬ 
shire's attack both in the pitch 
and the atmosphere: die differ¬ 
ence now was that their 
bowlers did not make the 
same use of it as on Wednes¬ 
day. And neither batsman let 
them. Also. Prichard made his 
second half-century in succes¬ 
sive days and Gooch, too, was 
in some form. 

He had twice square cut 
Stephenson, his old opening 
partner, to the boundary when 
in the same over, he shuffled 
in front of a straight one and 
was leg-before Hussain, like¬ 
wise, did not manage to build 
a substantial innings. James 
having him leg-before. It 
should be said that he was 
well forward. 

After lunch. Law, partnered 
first by Prichard and then by 
Irani, inexorably built up a 
considerable lead. Law arri¬ 
ved in Essex from Australia 
only the day before this match, 
but jet lagged or not, he struck 
12 fours in an innings of 78 off 
89 balls. 

Tiredness, frustration with 
having to contend with a 
fielder on the boundary at 
point or. perhaps, the sheer 
ease with whidh he was mak¬ 
ing his runs, led to his dismiss¬ 
al Looking to flick a short ball 
from Stephenson over the 
slips. Law was taken at the 
wicket It had been a lovely 
innings. 

Irani’s concern after that 
must have been that he would 
run out of partners. Robinson a 
went first tell and Danny Law * 
was nicely taken by Keech at 
second stip. Hyam also fol¬ 
lowed but lion provided the 
necessary support At the 
close, Irani was five runs short 
of a century, having struck 14 
fours off 163 tells. And most of 
them were struck pretty hard. 

In the morning. Essex had 
gained a first innings lead of 
85 when they removed the last 
three Hampshire batsmen, 
llott took two wickets and the 
gangly Cowan had Aymes 
taken by Hyam, beaten by the 
bounce. That gave Cowan 
career best figures of five for 
49. 

Fully recovered from a toe 
operation, he is. as the cricket 
magazines like to say, one to 
watch. Graham Gooch re¬ 
spects his ability and that is 
the commendation he needs 
above all others. A, 

There should be more wid& ■ 
ets for him today, when 
Hampshire will be left to 
make a total of around 500 to 
win. It is the k eal opportunity 
for Hayden U show that he, 
too, sh ould , lot have been 
omitted from i Australia’s tour¬ 
ing party. 


Boon fights rearguard action alone 


By Derek Hodgson 

OLD TRAFFORD (second 
day of four): Durham, with 
four first-innings wickets in 
hand, are 305 runs behind 
Lancashire 

DAVID BOON has given 
many an Australian innings 
the solidity of Ayers Rock; now 
he has to provide Durham 
with something of the durabil¬ 
ity of their cathedral, shoring 
up a batting order that too 
often seems eroded by The 
Lambtan Worm. 

That much, with a valiant, 
unbeaten 85, he did on a day 
when all was against his team. 
Facing Lancashire's enor¬ 
mous total, Durham had to 
bat under day-long grey cloud 
that helped the ball swing, in 
poor light that led to three 
stoppages, and carrying the 


handicap of John Morris's 
badly-bruised right thumb. 

They could not even start on 
the field at strength, Simon 
Brown having a srrain, while 
Glen Chappie and Peter Mar¬ 
lin had enlarged rheir last- 
wicket stand ofl34 by another 
12 until it reached the highest 
recorded last-wicket partner¬ 
ship at the ground. 

The second delivery with the 
new ball ended Durham's 
torment and Durham then 
had 15 overs of comparative 
relief, relative happiness. Jon¬ 
athan Lewis began merrily 
against the hostile Chappie, 
cutting him for three fours in 
one over, and 57 had been 
raised in 16 overs when one of 
lan Austin's niggling seamers 
trapped Paul Collingwood. 

Four runs later, with 
Chappie switching ends. Lew¬ 
is's perky defiance was ended 


by a shattering yorker that 
was into the batsman’s boot¬ 
straps before he could move 
his feet. Encouraged, Chappie 
then gave his former team¬ 
mate, Nick Speak, a ferocious 
greeting on his return to a 
ground that had been his 
home for a decade. 

Chappie was genuinely 
quick at times, looking as 
though he might again find 
the form of two years ago, 
when he and Darren Gough 
were hailed as the new 
Statham and Trueman. 

Soon after lunch, Morris 
had his thumb struck by 
Austin, which left Durham 
effectively 71 for three. Boon 
and Speak held on for 17 overs 
as Lancashire rotated their 
seamers, Mike Warkinson as 
a medium, breaking through 
when Speak, losing patience, 
was taken at first slip, cutting. 


Warkinson also had to i 
with a strained arm. 

Martin Speight would 
have been recognised at I 
revealing an unexpected c 
racy in scoring three i 
overs, by which time I 
Yates was seeking turn 
flight He dismissed Sp 
with a looping arm ball l 
runs later. Mel Betts 
confounded by another yt 
from Chappie. Morris 
turned for one run befon 
and then retirea again, w 
left the captain-fnanager 
the tail to battle on. 

Boon has so far faced 
balls and hit II fours ai 
straight six off Yates, a 
wise he was mostly cuts 
turns. "WeVe got to leal 
dose them down," he tolc 
weary troops after the 
day. Now he has to show t 
how to open up. 
























\ 
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Painful end 
to record 
contribution 

by Morris 

By John Th ickn esse 


By John Th ickm esse 

■aRD/FF fsecond d«zv of Wayne Law, the substitute, 
3U r): Warwickshire, with two-handed at sh°rt- l eg. 

S&S 

Glamorgan Morris raking 90 minutes 

HUGH MORRIS made his adding 

rlHiFs |ggi§i 

celebrating with an evening a resolute nightwatchman can 

saJft»Tas “Safe— 

sj-SK-sas 

Donald took in his first spell- 
in the event, even one eluded 
him. With a blustery south¬ 
westerly behind him. the great 
South African biwledseven 

rapid overs - and Watkin 

bore the brunt of theni. Z7 

.. _ i ..«5tW Mnmss 


- me Kina a batsman gets 
when he loses sight of a ball 
ram Allan Donald and takes 
1 sliarp blow to the skull. _ 
Quick as the South Africa 
fast bowler is, in a sense the 
most surprising feature of the 
accident was that a batsman of 

Morris's unblinking 

_u r_;i rn nick nun 


STdeniwasuiai- -- . ■ The hrunt 01 mem. 

lorris's unblinking concert- bore th ^ ^th Morris's 
■anon could fail ta p ,ck him J^ Vatk ^ was occasionally 
p in bright sunshine after g- ^ „ lavirve and missing 
, t~r- w,i minutes. 


Lp in J .- 

tarring for 561 minutes 
Turning his back, he was 
muck on the helmet behind 
ihe right ear. smtan^ to the 

eround but never losing con 

ESS.cS™.S*- 

SKSSHSiK 

a stretcher and dnven to 
hospital for a precautionary X- 

'^de from Andy Moles 
being missed at short-leg off 
an easy chance when War¬ 
wickshire. 400 behind, began 
telong haul to try to save 

^e ga^ Morris’s injury was 

ihe sole blemish on Glamor- 

C: w 

prolonging his „.nt s ni 


15. WatKin wai 
beaten, playing and massing 
six times, mostly to balls that 
whistled past chest-high. Far 
from backing out of *««• 
though, the lanky former Eng¬ 
land seamer's body-language 
left little doubt he was enjoy- 

“'!t^2 y aWyV« 

by Donald. No fast tov*r 
Snce Holding has caverai foe 

^SndsogrWtUymrh^- 

Sdcally. Tidy, too-only four 

singles and a two. But the 

Ssthecametotakmgthe 

wicket Warwickshire needed 
Se when. Morris ^bbed 

dmvn only just m timeJ>n a 

round-thewicket yorker 

Donald’s usual line toto"- 
Warwickshire's vocal jfop- 
port was ceaseless. But eyery- 
r s u nuier when, early m 



Cambridge 

batsmen 
pay penalty 
for driving 
carelessly 


Dark Blues 
give Parker 

opportunity 

to display 
his talents 


by Barney Spender 
By Richard Hobson ^ 


FENNER'S (second day. gf 
three): Middlesex, with eight 
second-innings wickets m 
hand, are 27S runs ahead 0 } 
Cambridge Unirersiw 


second-innings «*****. f 

hand, are 496 runs ahead of 

Oxford University 


olaver whose hopes of promo- 
Bv Michael hs»w«— evaporared some time 

THE oval (second day of ^^pnde/^Serday^ Gra- 

sa-syi'S's M - " 

291 runs behind Somerset -j^ere was a nng^not^so 

ON THE evidence of the ^ for^gland's on^ 

two days of this match. S u, ^ey . team as a clean-striking 

are charlatans. After Somerset d J^^ who could tum his 
had taken their first innings to batsman ^ „ nilW an d 

__ ah nf them in extras, a 


netpeu - aht _ port was ceases. 

rolonging his n1 ^ fe u quiet when, early m 

atchmaivs sunt rill 1230, . hour, Watkin drove 

tvy tel only Sues, the slow lrftarmr over 

, 4h hours. Moms ano and to ute 

jJrian Dale cashing m Pn off successive 

hat had become a perfed knew then there 

itch for batting m » Sd be no way back. 

. r at 4.4 runs a" swdt aywni Itmg 

his IS. By the time he dwre 
nitps low to Small al oac*. 
Glles . 10 V_* Glamor- 


sen men ui 

Af {3 — 80 of them in ext T a! **5 
v^rld record - they npped 
out the heart of. Surreys 
much-vaunted batnng afo.r 
tea to give themselves an 

excellent chance of victory- 

In these early weeks of 
summer there will hei much 

talk of young « ne ”^ t t h here P , s 
rations to make. But there l* 
SSl room in the game for the 


batsman wno *— , 

^Toret. He is 33 now. end 

&Ss himself batting at No & 

two places lower than ne 
ndchi like, so his value to 

Somerset lies at least as muLh 

in his bowling- 
When Bow er. Somerset’s 
n^ptain. switched him ® 
the pavilion end after tea, 

immediately by 


q Ie wart and Hollioake inside 

nine balls without conceding ^ 
ran He swung the toll both 
ways defeating the England 
fj, with balls that «n,e,nfo 
Ih«n and surprising Holli 
S’wiTa short ball that the 

Surrey captain ^uki only jab 

involuntarily back _ _ 

^ V/nhin the ^ ^Worcestershire and 

of e ttie !0 pm l ^ n Surrey had tom s shared, a 

starS.their rnnings ot a fair Ha had-- 


Bicknell baited tack m tarn 
and then had Butcher 
crumped- tt was a good day 
for Herzberg. a 
Anelo-Australian, who 

Am career 

after gracing the secona 

r 


started their uunnt? r; 

old lick, assisted by Shine, 
, uhn seemed determined to 
show everybody what anotdk 
narv bowler he is. Bickneu. 
feastin 0 on the choicest tnpe, 

5?2l« ^ gve 

plate and savoured five 
^ _kundancs. 


"He had earlier shared a 
ninfo^cket stand of 109 wrth 
Harden, finishing one run 
short of his best score in fiist- 

c £ cricket. Harden, employ 

fog a runner after wtsnngfta 

ankle on the first day. batted 
minutes short of eight hours 


itrh for DaiUMB 

tSd of 242 made at 4.4 runs 

ssstfims 

&££A$ 

SwSsas 

““Srd eventually called 
a taf haU an taur jter 

SWWKJg 

Mdes was badly missed by 


SSfsi 

needed 60 more tolls for nu> 

second 50 than his first, 

^ with 95. was tesri- 

n Z the £ps qunl^ 

read better than it does. 




NO SIDE enjoying the tute¬ 
lage of Derek Randall could 
ever be dull Yet it is possible 
to stretch the desire to play 
positively beyond sensible lim¬ 
its and Cambridge University 
fell into that trap here 

y ^ r F§ndan fed a bowling 
machine adjacent \o thejam- 
field, a succession of batsmen 
suggested that the gn»teft 
need was for a refresh** 
session on the merits of delen- 

SiV Fiveof the lop six reached 

30 . all with a certain panaait 
None, however, 
half-century let alone played 
the lengthy innings that Cam - 

Si|e of the Middlesex first 
innings total- . 

Phil Tufnell spent most ert 
the time skulking around the 
outfield with tus hands m his 
pockets trying to disguise^ 
boredom- P&rhaps he basbeen 
Sid back for a tang 
the second innings. Weamer 
permitting, and the forecast i 
St encouraging, he toghtfo 

prove too wily for the students 

'“SL Churton ant) Auumg 

26^ , S5 e *®Jir 
ggMSSTGffSi 

sSttnusfis 

Srf oT th^ wicktttt Ming 

Sore lunch to front-foot fore- 
STg strokes, wliich was what 

° C Wh^er through overconfi- 

X'uSSWSSg 

keeper, before Smgh and Will 
ftoEse, who will 

SfckshireandKenties^ 

ly for the second half ert the 
season, were .caught m foe 

covers attemptmgtoatorik the | 

friendly off spin purveyed by 
^RobfonS'was equaUy CuL 

s£-s,7s€ 

SSptatafofteddn^ 
Middlesex quickly scythea 

-ssat—a 
r-sssf”s5Si 

me 18 fours and a six. oe 
■final ball of the day- 


WITH a great sense of timing, 

Bradley Parker 
dav the day that Darren 
Hmaww ^ Australian 
IjgSTSi Yorkshire’s over¬ 
seas player- arrived in Eng- 

S5. » p«t “? *T? 

ontury for Yorkshire, an at- 
StfJe and forthnght un- 

with Michael 
Vaughan’s 109, Parker took 
advantage of three dropped 

rienced Oxford a ttac * L ™ e 
pair added 230 to put Yorio- 
shire in an unpnsnable 
ition. Already leading by ^ 
on first innings, they were 27. 
far two at the close. 

-kssseS-s 

through he stayed ^ to 
complete his contract- One 
curing last year brought a fifty 
S&t SoSh Africa A and 
now he appears » 
inched his way towards a 

Sar first-team position 

irony, of couree,«tha] 

despite his one s«* n ^ h im- 
f^irt he may well find him- 

5P«y5? *» drinks 

SfoS iu tb/ ^"^ w d 

viedees game here tomorro - 

H SH £e 'Yorkshireman to 

s o ^ro» 

SfewrtS 

stumps scattered by Chns 

danger of becoming some- 
S^facult figure here. A 

Sranss« 

team management as coming 

'Tsreurir-otoi-We 

tocauseofhisportyuahvtas 

hSr tied up with 
wrapping tape, as Battarbee 

more than could be said for 

tt oS5T— Silverwood 

^^n?d but ^ 

I fosi f d^J^ 0 ^- 

shire , the wheels came off. 

I Richard Stemp v™> 
bowler and be P ,c ^^d , ^ 
wickets in each offa 1 ! ne?d ^ 
overT without djscermbly 
Sir the ball. Flight vws 
fL the oanicky stu- 


TVON 


tumine the nan- _ 

dents! who collapsed for 214. 


THE 
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ritannic Assurance 
ranty champtotislui 
r«cx v Hampdurr 
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SSEX 1 - Tosl 
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Kent v Derbyshire 

m t - 

KENhFiiUl 
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31W9 

S^Sf^’ 6,,SD 

^ 4to '£ 0 od^ 

Moles nol out 

G KMf 1 0 ■nTOfTtas 
Wetafinoioul • 

ip jarnesla . 

«1SW a**® ifv R D B C*# 5 0 

XTiomas and □ 2-249.3-* 91 , 

FAU. OF WICKETS ^ 2£-> 

BOWUM6tofJ 16-1 ■ 

ioo. Wt-k* »8- 1 ^n-J:(>,230- 
Srmfri2t»-> 97 ^ gWar\«** 5hire ° 

**** P * rtB , D J Cons* 301 

■ iMJMcbena™^ 
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"•...' : h 

A p UVeBS b R^irf^ias' 0 
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-4 1 

Se®^ aldbl f 8dKy -61 

• :_He 
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BOW^'e^^. 1V7 ‘ 
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Leicestershire v 
Gloucestershire 

LQCESIFR ***** 9* 

OK^ueSiefsni't). 3 ocNnO 

52) 


90 

3? 

5 
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10 

0 

77 

15 

4 
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Secwd bWiQi a 

N J Trsuno* nouwl •• . 
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Nottinghamshire v 
Worcestershire 

THENT BfllDOE 

Nofllr^msn^. ^ ^ whrtJ 

we**** tn rana 

lYoit«s'C' sW? 

t .s&!!55J£7R ‘ '■ - 
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F MJ. O^CK£TS ^3 7 

cso-?;a»- 55-13-611 i 




u H f j2?vK)Sd 

8sS^ b0etti •• 

■ ■ _.5* 


70 

15 

10 

.21 

102 

&i 

29 

.22 

6 

* 

78 

10 


52 

4 

,4& 

. TO 
15 
0 
2fi 
2 
a 
21 
57 
417 



. 83 
.233 
. 18 
\06 
. 20 
. 20 
• l21 
-&&1 


— . ... 

j ■) 6 AuSl^i 

“SSRtSKS* 
ssfcsu^ . 

i«*’5-146.fr1E® , V..A 5 - 2 . Mafin iO- 

BOWUNC- Chw^^^eal*" • 

Ufpr^ 3 ta,Bu9 ^ 


•T M Moody 

vss&Zsr*'***. 

15SS5&TSW*—° - 

ii frjyurfilev b 

ASSSrcMfS"*!?^!^' 

^OTaibas.«'--*^_ 

2-101. 3-263 4- 
FALL OF*g£jJ»>35S »3B0 , 

BOWLING a, ana 21-5-56-1. 

NOTUN 0 HW««^ pny ' nr ^ e, 

p B B rSST t “»S»S'*”* 

ft T B3i« nm ^ _ t. 

£,]rao (to 4. *> 3- * ° _196 

Toa1 DoS^.'tWM'NMn K P 

■P JaW S £ fi R-I^ndPJ ?'***»“■ 
fS^OF 

££.MTPi--T6**» 


enrrev v Somerset 
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SJSSWSS-i^ 
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Si’ESsKB? 3 " 

f'SfHST ■ “ 

N SfraP'd L ' Tjrt L b .?SLi 

sssstssirZ* 
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University matdies 
Cambridge University v 
Middlesex 

FENNERS 
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M bMlQB 3SS hi 2 IM 
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Oxford University v 
Yorkshire 

THE PARKS Isacond 

SS.”2i*S™ 

(.JrwefSify «t l-j p dec (D 

DW^53) _ 

Second Umtngs ^ 

uPVauiefi cSc,ribP ^ ..138 

B Part>® 1*1 .. - 10 

E/tr3£ (b 4, Bs 4. w 1 _._27S 

BONUNC. k^e12^ J . T -?' 

eW i«2KSr- F ““^- 
■■■■■ :• 

siwasssr.. . - _g 

ExasGlbr. 1 * 4 ' - 114 

HHS; 

BOW !^ N S^^ 3 7-iy^ SWfnp 4-1-5-3. 

^vtlSrtt-VWS. 



Full details of how to enter appear >n 
the 16-nage Cricket W supplement 
which was free with ^ Tnujon 
April 14. For a copy call 0171-481 33»- 




ch anging times 












50 BROADCASTING/SPORT 


Turf experience a cut above others 


T he Chesterfield goal¬ 
keeper. Billy Mercer, 
may be a popular figure 
with Cup watchers at the 
moment, yet his name is mud 
with the groundsman at 
Brentford's - Griffin Park. As i 
learnt yesterday, at the un¬ 
promisingly-titled “Turf Expe¬ 
rience If at Wembley 
Stadium, goalkeepers have a 
bad habit of making a mid¬ 
point line on the pitch with 
their boots — or scoring, you 
might light-heartedly call it (so 
long as a proud pitch-manager 
wasn't in ear-shot). “It’s an 
infringement, but tliey do it 
anyway," the groundsmen 
sigh, fatalistically. 

Anyway, that colossus Mer¬ 
cer scored at Brentford and. 
despite all his other successes, 
he will not be forgiven. “What 
can you do about the mark?" f 
ask the groundsman, naively. 
“Fill it in?"■‘Well.”he says."Id 
rather fill him in, to be 
honest." 

A “Turf experience" is not 


KICKING AND 
SCREAMING 


something I've ever had be¬ 
fore. Asked in what profession 
“spiking”, “cutting up” and 
“bobblihg” might be specialist 
vocabulary. I’d have guessed 
with confidence hairdressing 
or peddling drugs. But more 
than 100 blokes turned up at 
Wembley yesterday morning 
to hear talks on such vital 
subjects as “Kootzone Water 
Management for Uniform 
Turf Surfaces", and every 
single one of them knew more 
about grass than ill ever know 
about anything. 

“Do you cut the grass at 
home, or do you hate it?” I ask 
Rob McCullagh. the man with 
the top job at Wembley Stadi¬ 
um. With obvious pleasure, he 
rubs his hands. “Neither.” he 
says. “I live in a flat.” 

These are the men who 
watch vital matches but never 
raise their gaze from the level 
of the grass. They yell “Get 
him off” seemingly out of 
context. These are men (oh yes) 
who can fell a divot from a 
hole in the ground. To them 
the “rootzone” does not mean 
the position in which Brighton 
and Hove Albion now find 
r hem selves. When the speaker 
from the Sports Turf Research 
Institute paints a futuristic 
picture of multipurpose sports 
stadiums, with pitches grown 
in (he car park and rolled up 
and brought inside only as 
required, [ am as roundlyed 
as anybody. 

They already have a port- 



Truss makes the most of a close encounter with Wembley's hallowed turf and finds it in excellent shape 


able pilch developed on this 
principle at Arnhem, appar¬ 
ently —but in my opinion it's a 
disaster waiting to happen. 
One day they will roll it up, 
then count all the players, and 
discover that several of them 
are missing. like that old joke 
about the budgie and the 
carpet. 

We tend to forget how 
unnatural it is to grow a field 
in the middle of a football 
stadium. Bur it’s extremely 
weird, really, which is why the 
sight of misplaced grass is 
probably the most vivid aspect 
of one’s first trips to live 
football. A friend who loathed 
Fever Pitch (the movie, not the 
book) nevertheless applauded 
the scene when young Paul 
emerges from tunnel and 
steps, and sees the grass for 
the first time. What’s that 
doing in here? In the midst of 
all the mundane concrete, it is 
like finding a waterfall in a 
multi-storey car park. 

It’s very green: it’s very flat: 
it's very large; and. if you’re 
lucky, it’s got patterns on iL At 
Wembley — where the turf has 


of course the extra distinction 
of being hallowed (hello, turf!) 
— it’s generally mown in a 
criss-cross pattern, although 
McCullagh. the nice, flat- 
dwelling groundsman, has a 
hankering after diamonds as 
well. 

There appear to be no bad 
boys of pitch man¬ 
agement. I was 
hoping fur tales of 
cowboys who 
spray green paint 
and hope for the 
best, or patch up 
goalmouths with 
offcuts from Allied 
Carpets. But it 
doesn’t happen. 

“What happened to 
Astroturf?” is a question that 
simply betrays my age and 
faffs flat, like reminding 
people of their Zappala mous¬ 
taches. On artificial grass. I 
suspect, a sliding tackle might 
result in spectacular friction- 
ignition — a picture once 
imagined, never forgotten. 
“Brave horizontal tackle from 
Batty.” Motson says on the 
telly. “But ooh look, it’s hap¬ 


pened again! His bum's on 
fire!" 

Matrix flow is good: fin¬ 
gered flow is bad. It’s amazing 
what you can pick up about 
effective watering techniques 
in a mere half-day. although 
one cannot forget that the 
Journal of the Sports Turf 
Research Institute 
has reached vol¬ 
ume 72, so pre¬ 
sumably there’s a 
lot more to it than 
that. Meanwhile, it 
is worth knowing 
that, while a 
“Creeping Bent" 
may sound like 
one of Sherlock 
Holmes's less successful dis¬ 
guises. it is in fact a species of 
grass. On the Wembley pitch, 
there’s a combination of rye 
grasses which look in excellent 
nick to me. But, then. I always 
applaud well-cut grass, hav¬ 
ing grown up in a household 
in which my father not cutting 
the grass was a domestic non¬ 
cooperation issue of dispro¬ 
portionate significance. 

“Do you ever water the 


grass just to watch the players 
fall over?” I ask the Brentford 
man. Tiredness is setting in, 
perhaps: I'm clutching at — 
well, grass. But it’s nice to 
think of these guys having a 
bit of fun sometimes. Why else 
would the chap at Sunderland 
have mown the pitch at Roker 
Park in concentric rirdes for 
the Middlesbrough match? Ei¬ 
ther he wanted die visitors to 
suffer vertigo, or it was pure 
joie de vivre for the sake of the 
cameras, a little like writing 
“Hello Mum” with his 
lawnmower. 

“So this profession — would 
you call it a level playing 
field?" 1 kept wanting to ask, 
bur somehow could never get 
up the nerve. But I know’ one 
thing: 111 always take the 
wormcast's-eye-view of the 
football pitch in future. And. 
when a goalkeeper is beaten 
by a random bounce caused by 
his own infringement. I shall 
make like an aggrieved 
groundsman and say “Serves 
you right” 

Lynne Truss 


‘It’s nice 
to think of 
these guys 
having fun* 


;• - WOBP-^^ 

Answers From page 4? 

DUBBS 

(a) A process developed in the 1920s from the early 
“ThermalCrackers”. In it crude o3 is healed in tabes lining a 
Furnace, and “cracks" to produce whai today would be dassed as 
low-grade motor spirit Today some use fa made of equipment 
with milder conditions to reduce viscosity of fad oils, thus 
saving the use of Diesel oil as a diluent Also with severe 
conditions to produce coke for the manufacture of electrodes. 
CUN1BERTI 

(c) Vittorio Cuniberti (1854-1913) was one of a school of Italian 
naval architects who had a profound effect on all warship 
design, even including the British Dreadnought. He argued 
that “Fast ships are an absolute necessity, slow ships, however 
powerful, have everything to lose.“The first pore Cuniberti ship. 
Vittorio Emanuele, laid down in 1901. first of a dass of four, had 
two 12-inch guns plus L2 8-inch, all on a displacement of under 
13,000 tons. Her speed of 21 knots was 4 knots faster than any 
foreign ship. 

LOOSE LINER 

S The inner tube of a barret, carrying the rifling on its inside 
re. It may be removed and replaced without the need to 
dismantle the barret The term may also apply to die fitting of a 
tube to a gun of greater calibre, the 3.7 inch Mark 6 AA gun 
being an example. 

WANK EL 

W An engine invented and developed by Frederick Wankel 
(1902-1988). A rotary internal combustion engine. Essentially a 
triangular body on an eccentrically pivoted shaft, with three 
corners touching the walls of the surround. thus forming three 
combustion chambers varying in volume as it turns. Despite its 
simplicity of design /construction and freedom from variation, 
the Wankel engine has remained more of a curiosity than a 
practical piece of equipment in wide use 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
1... Qa7! Wins a further piece, as if 2 Rx»7 Rdf* mating. 


BOXING 

Hamed’s taunts go unheard 

By Srikumar Sen, boxing correspondent 


EVERYBODY knows that Bil¬ 
ly Hardy has no chance 
against Naseem Hamed when 
they meet for the World Box¬ 
ing Organisation and Interna¬ 
tional Boxing Federation 
world featherweight champi¬ 
onships in Manchester a week 
tomorrow. Nobody, though, 
except for Hamed, the defend¬ 
ing champion, has told Hardy 
that After all, you have to 
respect a veteran of 32 for 
reluming to the ring after his 
dramatic defeat by Orlando 
Canizales six years ago and 
lifting the British. Common¬ 
wealth and European titles. 

So, it was no surprise to see 
a confident Hardy tying the 
last knots to the package that 
he has been preparing for 
Hamed in the Burton Street 
School gym in Sheffield, just 
four miles away from 
Win cobank, where Hamed 
wrapped up his routine. 

Gordon fbtnson. Hardys 


trainer, who has been with 
him since he was six, said: “ He 
is ready to go. We have been 
training for eight weeks and 
he is confident he will be the 
wanner on the night" 

For the past eight weeks 
lbinscm and Hardy have been 
rehearsing secret moves that 
they have devised after study¬ 
ing Hamed on video tape. “We 



Hamed: impromptu visit 


have been sparring with a Naz 
clone," Ibinson said; but he 
refused to reveal who that 
man might be. 

It is just as well that nothing 
secret was in progress yester¬ 
day. for Hamed made an 
impromptu visit to the gym. “I 
ain’t spying on you," Hamed 
said, “but show me what 
you've goL 1 am not im¬ 
pressed. You will have to hit 
harder than that.” 

Hardy’s training quickly 
petered out, but he said that he 
was about to finish anyway. 1/ 
Hamed’s visit was a stunt to 
upset Hardy, it failed. 

Back at Win cobank, Hamed 
was, as usual, keener to hand 
out an earbashing than 
bagbashing. “From what 1 
saw. I've got nothing to worry 
about." he said. “He has 
nothing to beat me with. It will 
be the first or the second 
[round] — depends on how l 
feel on the night.” 
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TELEVISION CHOICE 



Weekend Watchdog 
BBCI, 7 . 00 pm 

The latest of several offspring of the consumer 
show is a Friday edition devoted, appropriately, to 
the leisure field. Some of the areas, such as 
package holidays, have been well covered on the 
parent programme. But the agenda also includes 
complaints against high street shops, cinemas. 

restaurants, pubs, garden centres, amusement 
parks and sports venues. All of which should 
provide plenty oF materia! for the tested and 
Kitemarked team of Anne Robinson and the man 
whose first name looks like a misprint, Johnathan 
Maitland. There is more emphasis than before on 
lire phone lines end the forthright Robinson will 
be challenging errant companies to mend their 
ways within a 30-minute deadline. Weekend 
Watchdog is also making what could be a rash 

K ise, to use its own plane to fly home 
aymakers who are having a rotten nme. 

A Golfer’s Travels With Peter Alliss 
BBC2, S.0Opm 

Alia s's amiable golfing chat show comes from 
Spain, host this year of the Ryder Cup and 
synonymous with Seve Ballesteros. Sadly there is 
no Ballesteros in the film. Instead Alliss talks to 
Jaime Ortiz-Patino. owner of the Vaiderrama 
course where the Ryder Cup will be played, and 
plays a couple of holes on the "Aueusia of Europe". 
From there it is off to Rio Tinto. a grave) course 
(you bring your own matting) which ts not me 
Augusta of anywhere but is of interest as the first 
place where golf was played in Spain. It was 
imported by Scottish miners. Non-golfers who 
have read so far and feel the programme is not for 
them may be pleased to know that AUiss's other 
guest is Steven Redgrave. This is the cue for yet 
another inquest on Britain's awful showing 
(Redgrave and partner excepted) in the Olympics. 

Garden Party 
Channel 4. S.OOpm 

When Garden Pam was first aired last year it 
tended only to 'make existing gardening 
programmes’ look ail the more slick and 
professional The idea of assembling a trio of 
experts to visit gardens and dispense advice. 


Anne Robinson investigates (BBCI. 7.00) 


seemed sound enough, not least bectoise for half a 
centurv it has been the basis of Gardener? 
Ouestion Time on radio. But despite having the 
advantage that ij could show what it was oMtg 
about, me programme flowed far less wdl than 
Radio 4’s perennial. While the new series is not 
available for previewing, it is a fair bet that lessons 
have been learnt. Check for yourself as Tom 
Barber once again in the anchor role, takes fellow 
horriculturalists David Jones and Carol Klem to 
the spring gardens of Doctor Mill in Devon. 

Gardeners’ World 

BBC2, SJOpm 

Meanwhile, over at the BBC's gardening show. 
Bob Flowerdew is in trouble. It all stems from his 
infamous item last year about growing potatoes in 
towers of old car tyres. Viewers seem either to hare 
dismissed the idea with scorn or to have tried it and 
found it wanting. Flowerdew does his best to lode 
unabashed. He suggests where unsuccessful 
growers may have gone wrong and demonstrates 
his continued faith m the theory by planting even 
more varieties in even more towers. You cannot 
imagine Helen Ycmm using old car tyres. Ynrun 
was the slightly schoolmarmish host of Gardening 
From Scratch. Having told other gardeners what 
to do. she now shows us her garden. Meanwhile. 
Alan Titchmarsh dispenses cheery wisdom on 
growing fruit in a small space and keeping cats off 
flowerbeds. Peler Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


The Front 

Radio 4. SSOpm 

A man walking down the high street at Lewes in 
Sussex is dressed as a zebra. He attracts little 
attention and is certainly not regarded as odd. The 
reason isthat it is November 5,’when Lewes has a 
carnival. On any other day of the year, the man 
would attract curious glances and cause dis¬ 
comfort among other pedestrians. The essence of 
this new series is the relationship between people 
and pretence: how we tend to assume certain 
protective positions for certain situations, at school, 
at work and at home. Pretence runs deep, it goes 
back to the apes and is to be seen in the behaviour 
of wounded animals, which wall take elaborate 
measures to give the impression they are not 
wounded. Sara Parker explores the phenomenon. 


RADIO 1 


7.00am Kevin Greeting 9.00 Simon Mayo 12jD0 Jo Whiey 
2.00pm Nicky Campbell 4.00 Marie Goccftet 6.15 Newsbaal 
6.30 Pate Tong — Essential Selection 10.00 London Music 
Week One in the Jungle 12.00 Ra&o 1 Rap Show with Tm 
Westwood 3.00am Charfe Jordan 


RADIO 2 


6.0Oam Sarah Kennedy &j05 Wake Up to Wogan 10.00 Ken 
Bruce 11.30 Jimmy Young 130 Debbe Thrower 3JD0 Ed 
Stewart 5.05 John Dunn 7.00 Hubert Gregg 7.30 Friday Night 
is Muse Night from the North Wales Theatre, Llandudno. With 
the BBC Ccncen Orchestia under Roderick ftrnk 0) 9.15 Iasi 
Orders (S3) 9 JO Usten to the Band 10.00 Sheridan Motley 
12.05am Charles Nove 


From the Canyons to tire Stars 

Radio 3, 7JOpm 

Olivier Messiaen is regarded as the most 
significant French composer of the post-war era 
and Des Canyons aux Etoiles (From the Canyons 
to the Stars) is his most rowering and wide- 
ranging composition, played tonight by the BBC 
Scottish Symphony Ondtestra as part of Radio Ts 
Sounding the Century season. Messiaen was 
inspired to write the piece during a visit to Utah in 
the 1970s. It is m 14 short movements split into 
three sections, and it makes formidable use of 
woodwind, brass and percussion to paint a 
musical picture of praise and contemplation. The 
principal soloists tonight are Rolf Hind (piano), 
David Flack (horn) and Heather Corbett and 
David Lyons (percussion). Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


Afl times in BST. News on the hour 630am Newsday 630 
EuopeToday 7.15 The World Today 7.30 Meridian Books 6.15 
OSt (he Shelf 630 Music Review 9.10 Pause tor Thought 9.15 
Performance 9.30 John Peel 1035 Business 10.15 Neigh¬ 
bors 1030 BBC Englsh 1045 Sport 1130 Assignment 
1230pm Focus an Faith 135 Business 1.15 Britan Today 
130 What's That You’re Eating 145 Sport 230 Nswshour 235 
Outlook 330 Mitititradc Alternative 435 Fbottnff Extra 4.15 
The Streets of London 430 New® in German 530 Europe 
Today530 Business 545 Britain Today 6.15 The World Today 
630 News r German 640 Music Boot 645 Sport 730 Focus 
on Faith 831 Outlook 835 Pause tor Thought 830 MuJMratic 
Alternative930 Newshour1035 Business 10.15 Brian Today 
1030 People and Raffles 1045 Sport 1130 The Wold Today 
11.45 Sport 12.05 OUloak 1230am MuWtrack: Alternative 
130 From the Vfeekfles 135 Britain Today 230 The Streets oi 


1 RADIO 5 LIVE 


London 330 People and Potties 435 Busmass 4,15 Sport 
430Weekend445OH thaShali 5300utkwk545 Music Brtel 

5.00am Morning Reports 6.00 The Breafdasf Pregramme 930 j 
The Magazine 1230 Midday with Mar230pm Ruscoe on Five 
4.00 John Irrverdate Nationwide 730 News Extra 730 Fnday 
Sport with John Murray. Football Bolton Wanderers v Chariton 
Athletic Norwich City v Manchester Oty and Brmtngham City v 
Oxford United 10.00 Brian Hayes s Election Night 12.00 Alter 
Hours 2.00am Up A/I Mgftf 

CLASSIC FM 

4.00am Mark Griffiths 730 Mike Read 930 Hal ol Fame Hour 
1030 Henry Ketty 1230 Election '97130pm Concerto 330 
Jamie Crick 730 Newsnight 730 Sonata 830 Concert Weber 
(Overture to Oberan); Schubert (Nettumo tor Piano. Vein and 
Cetto m E flat) 1030 Michael Mapprn 230am Concerto (r) 

TALK RADIO 


VIRGIN RADIO 

530am Chris Asrtey and Sandy Wan 730 Pad Ross 930 
Scott Chshotm 1230 Lorraine Kety 230pm Tommy Boyd 
430 Drivelime with Paler Neeley 7.00 Moz Dee's Sportszone 
moo Mke Allen 1.00am Ian Cd&ns 

630am Russ ’n’ Jono’s Breakfast Experience 1030 Graham 
Dene T.OOpro Jeremy Dark430 Nicky Home 7.00 Paul Coyte 
(FM)/Robn Banka (AM) 1030 Wan Freeman 1230 Mark 
Forrest 2.00am Howard Pearce 

| RADIO 3 




630am On Air, with Andrew MacGregor. Indudes 
Mozart (Symphony No 36 in Q; Bax (Oboe 
Quintet): Shostakovich (Prelude and Fugue); 
Berlioz (Overture, Beatrice and Benedrct), 
Bernstein (Prelude. Fugue and Ritfs) 8.18 Building 
a Library: Bach (Brandenburg Concerto: Sibelius 
fEn Saga) 

9.00 Horning Cal lection, with Penny Gore. Includes 
Stravinsky (Eight kitrumental Mlarures); Liszt 
(Piano Concerto No 1 in E Ffal); Grainger (English 
Dance): Dvorak (The Hero’s Song) 

1030 Musical Encounters, with Chris Wines. Includes 
Brahms (Eight Piano Peces); Haydn (Symphony 
No 65 in A); Lata (Cello Sonata). Ravenscroft 
(There Were Three Ravens); Sairt-Saens (C-eJIo 
Sonata No 2 n F); John Ward (My Breast I’ll Set) 
1230 Composer of the Week: Rachmaninov 
1.00pm News; Bristol Lunchtime Concert. Chris De 
Souza introduces a concert by Hiro KurosaW, 
violin, and Linda Neholson, piano, given at St 
George's. Brandon Hffl. Bristol. Schubert (Violin 
Sonata in D minor), Mozart (Violin Sonata in E 
minor}. Babaslre (Marseillaise); Mozart (Violin 
Sonata in D) 

230 Private Passions. Michael Berkeley talks to the 
farmer Cabins Secretary Lord Ar m stron g of 
Bminster. whose musical selections include Byrd, 
Bach, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Strauss. Wartock and 
Vaughan WBfams (r) 

330 Mining the Archive. Sandy Burnett presents a 
tribute to the Hungarian composer Zoltan Kodaiy. 
Includes BBC archive recordings ol the composer 
conducting his own music, a pono recital by 
Tamas Vasary, and interviews with Sir Michael 
Tippett and Kodaiy himself 
530 Music Machine, with Tommy Pearson 


5.15 In Tune, with Andrew Green Includes Schubert, 
hanscr Liszt (Das Wandem); Chabrier (Espana). 
Rachmaninov (Vocalise) 

730 From the Canyons to the Stars. See Choice. 
Live from the Tramway Theatre in Glasgow Ofivier 
Messiaen (Des canyons aux etoiles. Conductor 
Martyn Bjabbms 

8.15 Sicilian Voices. In the last of five projyammes 
exploring the Me, history and literature oJ Sicily. 
Joe Farrell looks at Stdfan writers such as 
Leonardo Sciasda 

935 Homage to a Parrot Sandro h/o Bartoli, piano, 
plays Malipiero's three comic homages to a 
parrot, an elephant and an KhoL Plus a selection 
from Malipiero's Italian contemporaries Indudes 
Respighi (Prelude in B Hat) 

1030 Hear and Now. Sarah Walker talks to clarinettist 
Andrew Spariing who lealies in both ol tonight's 
ensembles. Topologies Ensemble. James Clarke 
(Trio); Laurence Crane (Tno); Roger Redgata 
f+R); Michael firmisy (WAM), Chris Dench 
(mem(e)): James Erber (You Done Tom Your 
Ptavhouse Down); Jame Clarke (Entlemung); 
Richard Barret (What Remains). Tapestry 
Ensemble. Howard Skempton (Cotomen) 

1130 of the Week: Forgotten Giants of 

_18HvCentury Opera (r) 

1230am Everything but the Crezyhotise. Russell 
Dawes continues the six part series exploring the 
BalSS^?) ‘ e9endaiY saxophonist Sdney 

130 Through the Night, with Donald Madeod. 
Includes 1.00 Haydn's H Rstomo df Tobia. With 
2sdt Bende. baritone, Klara Tafcacs, contralto 
Buda|> 2 &t Madrigal Choir. Hungarian Stae 
Orchestra, under Ferenc Szerkeres 


RADIO 4 


535ara Shipping (LW) 630 News Briefing 6.10 



up in 


930 News 935 Election CaR. Peter Sissons puls 
listeners’ questions to Chancellor ot the 
Exchequer Kenneth Clarke. Cafl 0345-514614 
1030 News; Growing Up Global (FM). JuSa 
MacKenzie meets iumni of I 
International Children's Vffiage. where 
children from around the world were ‘ 
an kfySc setting 
1030 An Act of Worship (LW) 

10.15 On TWs Daw (LW) 

1030 Woman’s Hour, with Main Nicholson 
1130 The Natural History Programme. Presented by 
Kevin Boot 

1230 News; You and Yours. Consumer news and 
current affairs with Mark Whittaker 
1235pm Food Programme. Presented by Derek 
Cooper 1235 weather 
130 The World at One, with Nick Clarke 
1.40 The Archers (r) 135 Shipping Forecast 
230 Classic Serial: Rogus Harris*, by Hut * 

Wafpote. Dramatised by Enc Prtogfe. A t 
move to a tumbledown ancestral home 
surrounded by the Cumberland fails. With Gavin 
Muir. Mark Bonnar and Janet Maw (1/4) (ri 
330 News; Ths Afternoon Shift, with Laurie Taylor 
and the guests ofthe day 

430 News 435 KsMdoscwe. JSn Marlow reads a 
new IhriHer by Anthony Frewn, London Blues, set 
in 1950s Soho. The novel includes a history of 
Uub moves 

445 Short Story: Queen of May. Written and read by 
David Benedfctus. He touching story of an ageing 
race heme and her owner who beSeves she can 


vwn one more race 
53°PM,vHth Charlie Lee-Potter and Chris Lowe 5^1 
Shipping Forecast 5J55 Weather 
6.00 Six O'clock News 

B-30 Growing SMc e i The gardening ma gazin e Ed 

SSSSS^""*'" 5ds 8,1En9fch 

730 News 7.05 The Archers 

The Front See Choice (1/4) 

, 0.00 

1045 Book at BedArKE 

KESS—55MS. 1 

Read by Ian 

” « ***** 

1145 

1100 * 


FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADI01. FM 973-99-8. RADIO 2. FM 88030.2. RADIO 3. FM gn _ 

943; LW 198; MW 720. RADIO 5 UVE. MW 693. 909- WORLD SERVICE. MW 6a* ^92.4- 

CLASStC FM. FM 100-102. VIRGIN RADIO. FM 1053; MW 1197, 1215. TALK RADIOMw I 1 2.4&5-55am). 

D«. RoMmary l&ffSSMSL* j*. 
















THE TIMES FRIDAY APRIL 25 1997 



Dishing the dirt on a harmless obsession 


T ag hi Amirani is a film' 
maker with a very odd line 
in questioning. “How long 
have you been in love?- he asked 
brightly, a few minutes into last 
night's Mad about Machines 
(Channel 4). It was a curious 
question to ask for three reasons. 
The first being tliat he hadn't 
known David and Barbara long; 
the second, that Barbara had just 
dropped a major due by. explain¬ 
ing that she met David at Bolton's 
Palais de Dance 26 years ago. And 
the third? The programme was 
supposed to be about vacuum 
cleaners. 

Still, the Cassons had not got to 
run Accrington’s premier vacuum 
repair business without knowing a 
thing or two. “Well, we've been 
married for 26 years," replied 
Barbara, fixing Amirani with a 
look that would make an extension 
lead recoil at five paces. David, 
however, hoping perhaps that 
what chimneys did for Fred 


Dibnah. vacuum cleaners would 
do for him. played along: “For two 
weeks... 2b years ago." 

This time it was his turn to be on 
the receiving end of that look — it 
works for husbands, too. He was 
back tn that messy repair shop in 
two shakes of die Shake ‘N’ Vac. 

For those who have stuck with 
this gently enjoyable series. Ami- 
rani’s method of film-making has 
long been apparent He is far more 
interested in the people than he is 
in the machines. 

It’s a laudable failing, but at 
rimes he seems to be trying far too 
hard to turn his subjects into 
eccentrics. His questioning goes 
way beyond the normal line of 
promptings from behind the 
camera. 

If he is going to so control the 
content of his film by asking extra¬ 
ordinary questions such as "What 
will happen to Vac Services after 
you have gone?", he needs to be in 
front of the camera alongside his 


subjecr. Thai way we can ger the 
measure of both of them. 

And what is it about death, 
anyway? He's obsessed with iL 
You might think the discovery that 
after the passing of Vac Services, 
"people will have to buy new" 
would be enough (or any film¬ 
maker. But not for Amirani. “Does 
that make you sad?" No. 

Cut? Move on? Not a bit of it: “Is 
there no way you can make Vac 
Services live on after you?" David 
paused, sighed and thought of 
Dibnah: “No," he said solemnly. 
“I’d like it to die with me." At last, 
our man was happy. 

W ith that we were off to 
Newlyn, heart of the 
Cornish fishing industry. 
Must be another party political 
broadcast. I thought — you can’t 
move for politicians and battle 
buses in Newlyn at the moment 
“Hello, I’m Sophie Grigson." 
said a woman who looked on the 
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cusp between the Greens and the 
LJb Dems. “'Avent made up my 
mind yet sling yer took,” said a 
burly fisherman. Actually, that 
Iasi bit’s not true. “Come and have 
a look at my salt cod." he said. As 
Grigson had just gushingly told us 
that "salt cod is no longer a neces¬ 
sity, it’s a luxuiy," she did as she 
was bid. Part two of Taste of the 
Times (Channel 4) was underway. 

What followed was the fascinat¬ 


ing story of surely one of the most 
pointless ingredients known to 
modern, refrigerator-friendly 
man. First take your cod (did you 
know the best cod is gutted alive? 
— quite put roe off tonights fish 
supper) then cover ir in salt, which 
draws the water out of it and 
preserves it Then hang it on a 
hook while you hibernate for the 
winter. 

When you awake and fancy a bit 
of fish, soak the salt cod in fresh 
water, which washes away the salt 
and puts back the water. Result, 
something that looked remarkably 
like readily available fresh cod. 
Grigson, however, was at pains to 
stress that the whole thing was not 
a monumental waste of rime: “It’s 
not like fresh cod at all." 

The difference, she thought, was 
akin to that between plums and 
primes, a comparison which, for 
somebody who’s never seen the 
point of dried fruit either, was not 
entirely helpful. She fairly gallops 


through the recipes, too. If you 
were to slow down a biu Sophie. I 
might vote for you. 

A week or so ago. The Times 
carried a striking picture of 
the soon-lobe renamed Sea 
Empress nearing the end of a £22 
million refit in Belfast. The picture 
served as a powerful reminder that 
what had been a disaster for the 
Pembrokeshire coast had actually 
been very good news for the ship- 
repairers of Harland and Wolff. 
Last night's Horizon (BBC2) mud¬ 
died the picture further still by 
arguing — as its title A Perfect Oil 
Spill suggested — that the ground¬ 
ing of the Sea Empress barely 
counted as a disaster at all. 

Lessons had been learnt from all 
the major oil disasters, we were 
told. From the Toney Can von we 
learnt that you cannot bum off 
crude oil by bombing with na¬ 
palm. Nor is scraping off the top 
layer of a beach, as the French did 


after the Amoco Cadiz . a good idea 
(it gets rid of the oil all right, but it 
destroys the eco-sysiem of the 
beach). Nor is using equally dam¬ 
aging pressure hoses, as they did 
in Alaska after (he Exxon Valdez. 
Those gallant Pembrokeshire men 
with their little shovels and scrap¬ 
ers were doing exactly the right 
thing, following the latest, softly- 
softly approach that aims to work 
with nature rather than against 
her. 

Softly-softly, however, does not 
mean low-tech nor a happy ending 
for everybody. Thousands of gal¬ 
lons of dispersants were used, 
hydrocarbon-munching bacteria 
were helped along fay chemical 
fertilisers. 

And then, following a mass, and 
very messy, post mortem, a grow¬ 
ing consensus emerged: that the 
best thing to do with oiled sea¬ 
birds was not rociean them but pur 
them out of their misery. Didn’t 
sound perfect to me. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (10421) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News IT) (70379564) 
9.05 Election Cell The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Kenneth Clarke, answers 
viewers' questions (T) (9078635) 

10.00 Style Challenge (70019) 

10-30 Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook (51309) 

11.00 News (T) legtonal news and weather 
(4265699) 

11.05 The Really Useful Show (T) (9791090) 

11.35 Snooker: World Championship 

Dougie Donnelly introduces early 
coverage from day seven.'the second 
round matches, at Sheffield's Cructbfe 
Theatre (3960274} ’ 

1235pm Good LMng (9315767) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (19496) 

1J3K3 Regional News (T) (50945651) 

1.45 Neighbours (I) (73164867) 

2.10 Snooker: World Championship Live 
coverage as round two continues. 
Coverage continues on BBC2 (4110699) 
3^0 Mouse and Mole (932545E) 3.35 Noddy 
(r) (6786038) 3.45 Bodger and Badger (r) 
(6766274) 4.00 Ace Ventura Pet 
Defective 0) (6359583) 4.25 Clarissa 
Explans If All (r) (7) (8708922) 4.50 
Newsround Election SperiaJ (7) 
(1224748) 5.10 Blue Peler (T) (B780877) 

5.35 Neighbours (t) (7) (151125) 

6.00 News (T) and weather (632) 

6.30 Regional News (T) (959800) 

655 PEB by the BNP (795571) 

Weekend Watchdog A look 
t & g 3?9 !E a at Britain's leisure industry (T) 
(1816) 

7.30 Top of the Pops Rundown of the latest 
hits, including new videos, pre-chart 
sounds and live performances (T) (496) 

8.00 Porridge Fletch gives his new cell-mate a 
less than welcoming reception With 
Ronnie Barker. Maurice Denham and 
Richard Becfartsale (r) (TJ (9944) 

BJ3Q A Question of Sport. David Coleman 
puts the questions to team captains Ally 
McCoist and John Parrott and their 
guests England cricket captain Mike 
Atherton, Thrae-Oay-Eventei Karen 
Dbfon, Leicester fly-half Joel Stansky and 
snooker's European Open champion 
John Higgins (T) (9699) 

9.00 News (T) and weather (370922) 

9.50 Election Broadcast Conservative (T) 
(791729) 

10.00 Terminator Ik Judgment Day (1991) 

m with Arnold Schwarzenegger, Linda 
Hamfflon and Edward Furlong. The 
cyborg returns this time setting out to 
protect the future saviour at the human 
race from a rival terminalar with Incredible 
powers This version features scenes 
from the director's cut. previously 
umeleased m Britain. Directed by James 
Cameron (T) (50222336) 

12.20 Young Billy Young (1969) with Robert 
| Milchum, Angie Dickinson. Robert 
| Walker, Jr and David Carradme. A young 
and impressionable gun man is helped 
through a series of worst-case-scenarios 
by a mysterious stranger intent on 
avenging the brutal murder of hts son. 
Directed by Burt Kennedy (5937510) 
1A5am-1.50 Weather (5827539) 


VUtooPk»+ and tin Video PlusCodas 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
bating are Vidro PlusCode“ numbere, which 
allow you to programme your video recorder 
" handset Tap In 


the Video FHusCode tor the programme you 
wish to reoorti- VfcfeopJus+ (*). Pluscocle (") 
and Video Programmer are trademarks of 
Gemstar Development Ud. 




6.00am O.U.: Health Visiting and the 
Family (2962477) 625 Women. Children 
and Work (6424212) 

7.15 See Hear Breakfast News (T and 
signing) (3759090) 

7.30 Teenage Turtles (4840545) 7.55 50/50 
(r) (5342019) 8.20 Garden Fairies 
(3861564) 8J*5 Tooth Fames (7833941) 

8-35 The Raccoons (9560477) 

9.00 The French Experience (8666941 j 9.15 
The French Collection (538813) 9.45 
Watch (2843496) 10.00 Tetetubbies 
(61361) 103O Watch Out (2062903) 

10.45 Pathways oi Belief (2057458) 
11.00 Look and Read (4232729) 11.20 
Beliel Fite (7637564) 11.40 Maihsptere 
16758361) 12.00 English File (33903) 
1230pm Working Lunch (77835) 

1.00 Job Barrie (58948354) 1.10 Job Bank 
(22182293) 1.20 Developing World 
(64785361) 1.45 Words and Pictures 
(50948748) 2JOO Garden Fairies (rj 
(37873106) 2.05 Tooth Fairies 
(37872477) 2.10 Alias Smith and Jones 
(/) (7277816) 3J» News (T) 3.05 The Phil 
Silvers Show (b/w) (r) (1230651) 

130 Snooker World Championship Con¬ 
tinuing the coverage from 8BC1 (482106) 

5.15 Racing from Ascot The 5.30; 6.00 and 
6J0 races (455477) 

6.45 Snooker Coverage of the conclusion oi 
one ot today's best-of-25jrames second- 
round matches (1584309) 



Peter Alflss visits Spain (8.00pm) 

S53S A Golfer’s Travels with 
Peter AIBss Peter heads to 


8.00 m 

southern Span (T) (8106) 

810 fjffiftggg Gardeners' World Culbva- 
S z E l ff ga ting fruit in a small garden and 
keeping cats oft flowerbeds (T) (4011) 
9.00 Have I Got News for You Current affairs 
comedy qua, hosted by Angus Deayton 
with team captains Ian Histop and Paul 
Merton. The guests are Hugh Dennis and 
Will Self (6583) 

930 SuntiysMe Farm Ray's conscience 
suffers a pounding when Letchworth 
Offers him cash to help keep woodland 
protestors off his land Rural sitcom, with 
Phil Daniels. Mark Addy, Beth Goddard 
and Matt Lucas (T) (97699) 

10.00 Rab C Nesbitt (r) (T) (34632) 

10.30 Election Broadcast Conservative 
Party fl) (154922) 

10.35 Newsnight (957816) 

11.30 Ejection Broadcast BNP (268019) 

11.35 Snooker(614019) 

12.15am TWs Ute (r) (T) (7193713) 

IMS Dr Jefcyfl and Mr Hyde (1931. bAv) 
dim Fredric March gives an Oscar-winning 
BIUU performance as the Victorian doctor who 
meddles with science and turns into a 
vicious monster compelled to kill and 
destroy. Also with Miriam Hopkins 
Rouben Mamoulian directs (1090688) 
2J3S Weather (8458684) 




6.00am GMTV (6256212) 

92S Chain Letters (3195835) 

9-55 Regional news (221 7922) 

104)0 The Time, the Place (65187) 

1030 Tills Morning (61677583) 

12.20 Regional News (4921651) 

1230 News (T) and weather (9301564) 

1255 Our House (9319583) 

135Home and Away (T) (64788458) 130 
Murder. She Worte (2946293) 250 
Garden Calendar (5584854) 

3.20 News (T) (3847509) 225 Regional news 
and weather (7235125) 

3.30 Rosie and Jim (6772835) 3.40 Cartoon 
Time (6792699) 3.55 Zzzapl (6627380) 

4.15 Where's Wally? (8704106) 4.40 
Crazy Cottage (8357106) 

5.10 A Country Practice (1168835) 

5A0 News (7) and weather (310941) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (951600) 

€-25 HTV Weather (921449) 

6.30 The West Tonight (276516) 

6.55 Section Broadcast Conservative 
Party (T) (228859) 

7.00 Lucky Numbers (T) (9212) 

7.30 Coronation Street Jack sets a cunning 
Irap to catch out Terry (T) (564) 

860 The Bill An inmate confesses to 
assaulting a prison officer (T) 15632) 

B-30 Reduce Speed Now presented by 
Eamonn Holmes (4767) 



Michael Siberry, Julia St John (9.00) 

9.00 The Grand Two smooth-talking 

strangers contact Mr Cohns, claiming 
they're campaigning to clear the names 
of British soldiers executed for desertion. 
He immediately offers his entire life 
savings to support their cause, desperate 
to find out more about his own son's 
death (I) (6421) 

10.00 News (T) Michael Brunson interviews 
Leader oi the Liberal Democrats, Paddy 
Ashdown. Followed by weather (38458) 
10-29 Regional weather (296019) 

10-30 The West Tonight Update (873545) 

10.40 Hotel The new executive chel of the 
Swallow Royal Hotel, faces his biggest 
challenge so far — preparing a menu lor 
the Palm Court Restaurant (776038) 

11.15 At The Albert Steve Tilston, Maggie 
Boyle and Tom McConville in concert 
(235380) 

12.15am The Wacky Weekly World News 

(39432011 

12.40 Bonkers New comedy show (7459591) 
1.40 Club Nation (8621171) 

2.45 Movie Club (67572) 

3.15 Lena's Holiday (1990) Comic caper 
□wh thriller with Felicity Waterman, Chris 
Qliitf Lemmon and Nick Mancuso Directed by 
Michael Keusch (71097B) 

5.00 Coronation Street (rl (Tl (15152) 

5.30 News (75959) 


As HTV West except: 

12JS5pm-1.25 A Country Practice (9319583) 
2-50-3.20 Our House (5584854) 

5.10-5.40 Shorttand Street (1168835) 
&2S-&55 Central News (153019) 

10.40 Central Weekend Live: Section 
Special (30713106) 

12.15am Weekly World News (88065) 

12.45 Bonkers (486510) 

1A5 Baywatch (6942152) 

2-40 Cyber Cafe (8091591) 

3.15 CoBtns and Macorrie’s Movie Club 
(54144881) 

3 JO Dating the Enemy (2239171) 

4.25 Central Jobftnder ’97 (4698862) 

5.20 Asian Eye (2941775) 
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As HTV West except 

12-55 Home and Away (9319583) 

1.25 Wish You Were Here? (70384477) 
1.55 Blue Heelers (2954212) 

2.5O&20 Gardeners’ Diary (5584854) 

5.10-040 Horae and Away (1168835) 
6.00-6-55 Westeountry Live (615545) 

10.30 Westoountry News (897125) 

10.45 FHnu Disorganised Crime (16196835) 




mm 


As HTV West except: 

12.55-1.25 A Country Practice (9319583) 
1JSO Michael Barry's Undiscovered Cooks 

(93589908) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (1168835) 
6DQ-655 Meridian Tonight (615545) 

10.30 Meridian News and Weather (897125) 

10.45 Highlander (973854) 

11.40 A406 (201564) 

12.10am Campus Cops (4810602) 

5.00 Freescreen (15152) 
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As HTV West except 
12-55-1.25 A Country Practice (9319583) 
230-3^0 Liza's Country (5584854) 

5.10-5.40 Shorttand Street (1168835) 

6-25 Anglia News (252854) 

10.30 Anglia News and Weather (897125) 

10.45 Film: Amftyvflte Honor — The Ev3 
Escapes (16196835) 


S4Q: 


Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (97361) 7.00 
The Big Breakfast (23449) 9.00 Bewit che d 
(48835) 9 J30 FVm: The Ghost of St Michael's 
(55106) 11.00 Rim: Jumping lor Joy (81767) 
12-30pm Rjcki Lake (62903) 1.00 Slot 
Mefthrin (42643962) 1.15 Slot Synladau Safi 
(47693467) 130 Australia Wild (61274) 2.00 
Racing from Sandown Park (7564) 4.00 
Flfteen-to-One (293) 430 Mad About 
Machines (477) 5.00 5 Pump (7090) 530 
Countdown (729 J 630 Newyddfon (785767) 
6.05 Heno (156106) 6.35 Bob Yn Ddau 
(426039) 7J0Q Pobol y Cwm (259187) 735 
Cymru Gudd (524274) B.QO Ofion Ddoe 
(3274) 8. 30 Darflediad Ethofiadol: 

Cetdwadwyr (B97816) 835 Newyddlon 
(173895) 9.05 Ethofad 97 (362903) 930 
Ethoffad 97 (707380J 10.05 BrooksMe 
(222274 ) 1035 Pt»3 Kay Feels ... (777767) 

11.10 Party Election Broadcast 
(Conservatives) (220699) 11.15 TFI Friday 
(233922) 12.15am Party Election Broadcast 
(3861607) 1230 Snwcer. Pencampwriaeth Y 
Byd (7260323) 1230 Film: Rainbow (918620) 
2.50-43S Film: The Goodbye Girt (40347423) 


6-OOtam Sesame Street (r) 197361) 7.00 The 
Big Breaklasl (23449) 9.00 Bewitched (r) 
(T) (48835) 

930The Ghost of St MSchaeTs (1942. b/w) 
I with Will Hay. A comedy about a teacher 
[who unearths a Nazi spy ring in the 
Scottish castie where his school has 
been evacuated. Directed by Marcel 
Vamel (55106) 

T1.00 Survivors of the Rainforest The 

Yanomami Indians ot Venezuela (r) (I) 
(91090) 12.00 The Lost Cardens of 
Helipan (r) fl) (68699) 

12.30pm Light Lunch (72019) 130 Australia 
Wild (r) (T) (61274) 

2-00 Racing from Sandown Pork Live 
coverage ot the 2.05, 2.35, 3.10 and 

3.40 races (7564) 

4.00 Flfteen-to-One (T) (293) 430 

Countdown (T) ( 477) 5.00 Rfcki Lake (T) 
(7000) 530 Pet Rescue (1) (729) 

6.00 TFI Friday The guests include Jimmy 
Tarbuck (70922) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (923496) 

730 Power and the People Sheens 
MacDonald previews this weekend's poi) 
in Manchester (1) (958106) 



8.00 


Tom Barber advises (8.00pm) 

Garden Party Tom Barber 
and the team return with more 
advice and encouragement fT) (3274) 

830BrooksMe Mick helps Gladys to make 
an important decision (7) (2309) 

9.00 Caroline In the City Caroline helps 
Richard sort out unresolved issues with 
his jet-serf ing mother (T) (1651) 

930Spin City Mike goes aH out to impress 
the new lemale Chief of Staff (T) (82767) 
10.00 Frasier Frasier becomes the target of a 
hate campaign run try a local newspaper 
columnist (r) fl) (56800) 

1030PMI Kay Feels.. .Technical A comic 
look al technology (T) (778496) 

11.05 Party Election Broadcast by the 
Conservative Party (7) (600039) 

11.10 TFI Friday (r) (92474 3) 

12.10am Election Broadcast (!) (3862336) 

12.15 Brighton Rock (1947, b/w) with Richard 
Attenborough A drama based on 
Graham Greene's novel about a Brighton 
gang leader who murders an informant. 
Directed by Roy Boulting (T) (231084) 
SL00 Dead End (1937, b/w) with Humphrey 
hm Bogart. A gangster's influence begins to 
Uiiii affect the children to his hometown. 

Directed by William wyter (856959) 

3.40 The Crimes of Stephen Hawke (1936. 
b/w). A melodrama with Tod Slaughter as 
a murderous moneylender. Directed by 
George King (2129775) 

435-535 Paradise Canyon (1935, b/w). A 
western wiih John Wayne. A government 
agent tracks down a gang of 
counterfeiters Directed by Carl Pierson 
(2113510) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00am5 News Early (7488632) 

730 Havafcazoo (2508090) 

830 Adventures of the Bush Patrol 

(2133019) 

830 Wideworid Series exploring the links 
between Italian art, architecture and 
religion The final programmes tocuses 
on the Bapertry in Padua (2125090) 

9.00 Espresso (5125941) 

10.00 Exclusive in {6433090) 

10.30 Nancy Lam (r) fT) (2145854) 

11.00 Leeza Chat show (9372038) 

11.50 Double Espresso (45939583) 

12.00 The Sold and the Beautiful (T) 
(2136106) 

1230pm Family Affairs (rj (T) (9010922) 
1305 News Update (92040458) 

135 Sunset Beach (6135632) 

230 5’s Company (2128877) 

330 Irreconcilable Differences (1984) with 
pawn Ryan O’Neal, Shelley Long and Draw 
EM Barrymore A comedy about a ten-year- 
old who sues her parents for "divorce". 
Directed by Charles Shyer (6617125) 
53S Election Broadcast BNP (14985458) 
530100 Per Cent (1082125) 

630Whittle Quiz (T) (1089038) 

630 Family Affairs Jack and Maria finally go 
on a date (T) (1063090) 

730 Exclusive (1980274) 



F ox cubs recuperating (730pm) 

730 Wildlife SOS A heron is reluctant to 
return to the wild and foxcubs are found 
on the same day suffering very different 
fates (T) (1069274) 

8.00 Attractions A family guide to what’s on 
and where to go (1999922) 

830 5 News (1985729) 

930 Separated by Murder (1994) with 

M Sharon Giess and Steve Raifsback. A 
fact-based courtroom drama about twin 
sisters who are accused of murdering the 
husband ot one of them. Directed by 
Donald Wrye (32600941) 

1030 Exclusive Extra (5897458) 

11.00 The Jack Docherty Show (1771423) 

11.40 Club Class Comedy (2287496) 

1210am News and sport (2409591) 

12.15 Live Nude Girts (1995) with Kim Cattrail, 
Lora Zane and Dana Delaney. A drama 
about a group of friends who organise a 
slumber party lor or e of the* number who 
is about to be married. Directed by 
Julianna Lavin (4377292) 

135 Thompson's Last Run (1984) with 
awni Robert Mitchum and WIffard Btfmtey. A 
SliaHf western about two old friends who find 
themsefves on opposite sides of the law. 
Directed by Jerald Freedman (9461539) 
335 Throb Cornady series (26275305) 

4.00 Night Stand Spool chat show (3779336) 
430 Prisoner Cell Block H (6139997) 
530-630100 Per Cent (r) (5017978) 
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9* For more comprdiensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Directory, 
published on Saturday 

SKY 1 __ 

64XWB Monwig Gtoiy (210019) flJORega 
aid Katfta Lee (74922) 1 030 Anotfw 
World (33000!) 1130 Days oi On Lives 
(53854) 1230 Oprah WWtev (292121 
1-00pcn GeraWo (11152) 200 Ssfly Jessy 
Hspr^aer (19022) 3t00 Jenny Janes (ir4SB) 
4.M Oprah with the Stars (24293) 530 Star 
Trek. The Hoi Generation (8301) 630 Real 
TV (4651) ALSO Maned — with Chfldran 
(5903) 7JD0 Tlte Simpsons (9090) 730 
M*A*S*H (1187) a00 JAG (445451 930 
Wafcer. Texas Ranger (64309) tOJM Hign 
Vxsdeni (67496)11,00 Selna Scort(2S92S) 
lUO Star Trek: The Nbm Generdm 
139019) 12JMatn LAPP (67387J14»Mt 
Mn 189/BSSj 

SKY 2 _ 

7.00pm Bovwty His 90210 (1333458) 8J» 
^ MetosePlase (1342106) 9.00 teScDrhe 
W (1356670) 1(U» Tales tram the Crypt 
(35750545) 11JJ0 Le» Show (8840651) 
tZ.00 Hfl ifix (8S3S404) 

SKY NEWS _ 

Wortdtvide new cgwetoge. wall bulatns on 
hour. 24 hoars a day. sewn flays awfik 

SKY MOVIES _ 

7.00eni Gelling Ewci wBh Dart (1994) 
(49651) - 9.00 The Bfa» Bird (19716) 
(17*19477) 1050 A R*wy TWng Hro- 
pened on the Why to tbc Forum (1966) 
(24773187) 1230pm Martha and EBiei 
(1909) (1313800) tJW Tire Geroe* (1»70) 
142156477) aao abort'of ♦ Cbanc* 
(1907) (60616) 5.00 Ihm u w a rrt Bound 
(1980) (96496) 7.00 Gattbig Bwi wrOtt 
Dad (I99Q (30903) BOO Chaser* (1994) 
124292835) 1040 The Shooter (1995) 
138374800) 1230am Hany and Tonto 

» (W4J (234421 Z3B Santa «nd of 
Itiraci* (1B79J (650882) «J)S Homewrd 
Bound (1080) (736442) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

5.10am Dark Water* (WU) (3455449® 
BM The CMamm Coal Mae — 
0077)191336) 10-00Jvy of (1938) 

119635) 12-00 You Were Never LomOm 
( 1042) (2T767) 2.00pm Only When I lal 




(1968) (49090) 4JX) The Cfirtatmae Cord 
tone Mracta (1977) H835) 5JJ0 Three 
Nintes KnueMe Up (1995) (82941} 7.30 
UK Top 10 (7125) 8 j 00 Forrart Gump 
(1Q94) (12974187) 10J0 When the Dark 
Uan Cate <fS85) <6477545) r >30 Genar- 
idton * TWanty Bucks (1993) (976859) 
1.25am Pa n aaroua IncBacreBon (1894) 
(340486?) ZS0 Made for Each Otfwr 
(1971) (300356} 4J0 The Phantom of the 
Opera (1987) (36065) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

8.aoptn No Hen of Her Own (1950) 
(8149274) 0J» War Gamas (1983) 
(8151019) 10JOO Hecky IV (1985) 
(23tne7) 1135 KeO Camp (1 988) 
(2150616) 1.15am The Last Detail (1973) 
(8435846) 3J» FranUe and Johnny 
(1968) pi 16268) 4 JSO830 Young Gone 
oa Tan* (1962) (6) 123356) 

TNT ___ 

&00pm WCW wn WM1903I MO 
Knight* at the Round TaWe (19S3) 
(89004090) 11.00 Another Thfei men 
(1939) (143417481 1250am The Hterre 
of Dorian Gmy (IMS) 

5.00 KnigMa ol toe Round Table (1*3) 
(83909317) 

SKY SPORTS 1 __ 

7Mm> Sports Canira (70545) 7JO Wres 
tog. Superaare I22564J aaO Racing 
163545) 500 Sports Centre (81425/ *30 
Aerobics Oz style (10187) IP AQ SM I 
Soling (56477/ 10-30 Uw Gofl Spanish 
open (468001 1230pm Snourtpird 

1.00 IS Go#- Greater Gieer*bc*o 
Open (60670) 3J» Uve GoH Emmh OpM 
pS»l) 459 Sports Centre ((45190315i» 
Sm StfKifl (70381 5JON0to&ers ^ 
500 Sports Canne ( 2 2 9 2 3 ) 7.00 Super 
Lemue — l>e (830664) 930 
Club (34 TB7} 10.00 Sports 
11JO Ml*) the Bar* Page (833W) 1200 
NHL RWW Week (00404) 1-OO-XOO Super 
League (25152) 

SKY SPORTS 2 __ 

aOOpm End Zww WlAf (4659361) 

aOO u«e US GoB- Greeter Greerotw 
Open (466S748J 11.0fM.Oten Europaan 
GoB- Sparwh ppen (3064651) 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

12JQ0 BMX Extiemii (5726S4S8) 1.00pm 
FoabaU Leegwe Review (57274106) 200 
Spaneh (25996477) 200 Formula 


Three Racing (22173309) 4J» SchooSloy 
RxirtMJl 12215^516/ SM Twrs Warkt Spun 
(21955019) 6.00 BMX Ertrerre (57207670) 
7.00 Live Fnd3y Nighr Fooiban (69426632) 
10.00-1200 Wiesmng- Raw C216S3»)| 

EugosgoRT _ 

TJSOam Seine (64746) 600 Drag Racn»j 
155570) 630 Moicvsports (72635) 930 L we 
Tenrrs 18772583} 5.00pm Footed (56)25) 
630 k* riodey (55451 7.00 Eaod-Cai 
Racing (9147T 1 600 Ottroad (16075) 600 
7cms (60361) 1030 Sumo <907ABj 1100 
FooibaR (74361) 1200-12-30 Ice Hoc*ev 

UK GOLD _ 

7.aOm Stager's Pay 110529221 7-35 
Neghbous (5631699) 600 Crossroads 
(3639816) 625 EesiEndcis (6070138) 9.00 
Tne 041 (1734318) 930 Don I Wan Up 
(7352039) 10.00 Rotm's Nesi (470E632) 
10-30 The Siiltvans (5534570) 11.00 
Casually (B8851361I 1205pm Dossrrwos 
187122944) 1230 Nagrix-un (3052075) 
1JU EastEnOers (8040635 1 13S tte Two 
Romes (4987038) 230 Fo> ihe Lave al Ada 
(2770274) lOOGoUrnasrer (312712513-30 
Tire EM (2783)19) 430 Boon IS546S45I 
5.00 Gaierancn Game (30654038) 605 
EasfEnders (4468458/ 8.40 5y»JfS 

(1363000) 730 R.jss Aboot (4543019) 7JS0 
Rising Damp (666S293) 620 In SicVness 
and r Hearth (8&96SI) 830 The B'U 
(5542729) 9 JO Ihe CWei (79165477) 1035 
The BeO ol Top ol trie Pops 1895629411 
1200 RLM: Tennis Coral <91336355) 
1.15am FILM; (n Possession i428443i7> 
2 JO Shopping al Ni^it |11CG572t 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

6O0om The Krypion Fader 15275651) 630 
Jertson Pace 12121458) 7.00 Coronahon 
Sneet (4661899) 730 fam*es (46401061 
600 Swpnse. Suipnse (44&J019) 600 Tne 
Pioiesrlonals (5291699) 1600 r'lyptori 
Fanor E14S008) 10J0 Oocidi on ihe <3u 
(53081B7) 11.00 Wtttn Th&e WaK 
(4659854) 12JXJ Coionjlior. SUdci 
(5322767) 1230pm FanuSes |6165903 1 
130 .Wwn fAariei {*85X70, 130 Tne 
Good Lie Guide- (616*274) 200 Firs) 
Among Equate (2146767) 3.00 Upflart. 
Downslass (3831035) 4.00 Srapn« Sur- 
Oise 128U645) 530 The Rwtesa cnafc 
1547929?) 6.00 Families (1689093) 6J30 
CoiiXiaion awd {7W4485i 74» Su'prtse. 

(27637291 8.00 UpsJaus 0o*n- 
(2772477) W» Craanaion Suds'. 
(381672*1 930 The Ctmettian!, (6165767) 
10J10-11.00 The PiGhs&cnats ;2te28oO| 



Harry Shearer and Gloria Gifford (Paramount Comedy, 11.30pm) 


THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

6.00am Mouse TracKa 17328632) EL25 
Ouar* Ahad. 17347787) 6-50 Bonkere 
(1E6S496) 7.15 The Urtte KHrmeet 
(72886611 7^10 Aladon (4249767) 8.05 
Quack Pack (1994372) 630 God Troop 
(49125) 930 The Care Be« (2218274) 
93S Pooh Comer (3237309) 650 Iduppei 
Baba**. (6193019) 10.15 <3ioundrng Mareh 
(6053810 10.40 Smg Me a Srcry fl 7B8670) 
11JJ5 Pottongion Peas 11652125) 11.10 
B-g Garage (9585495) 1155 Lamb Chop’s 
Plav Along (2773496) 11.55 FraggK Rocf. 
(5885699) 1220pm T«ncn and Pxmtea 
(9146748) 1230 Boy Mods World 

15514670) 12S5 Tmn and Pumfaoa 
177388564) 1.05 Mouse Tracer. M6iB4£Ee) 
1J0 Aladdin (3242SP4) 2.10 GCaX Troop 
(464751671 2JS Barkers |5224019| 300 
Ol ack Anack 11943748) 3^S T<mon and 
Fumbaa [7004826) 3J5 The Utde Menrwrd 
(354:59?) 4.00 Tnrun and Pimbaa 
H2190T9) 4.10 Grwt Tiono (803529J) «S 
Quad. Pack 190*3507) 5.00 Aiaddn 
14401515) 525 Iron anc PurOaa 
(5737759) 535 Mgrny Ducfe (2030751 
6.00 SKy Tiacters (55274J 7^J0 FUJI: 
Jungle Bonk 166117767) B60 ]ww and 
FVrfcaa (750212) 9.00-10.00 Fuppa 
>36835) 


FOX KIPS NETWORK _ 

6JXtam Three little Ghosts (1375803) 530 
inspector Gadget (7736609) 7-00 Samurai 
Faza Crus (6831903) 730 Power Ranpars 
2eo (6850008) &00 Becttetaga (BT790C3) 
530 Crocadoo (8278274) 200 Rmba's 
Island (4600757) 900 T7f Mage 8iw 
(2045629) 9.45 Zoobfce Zoo (96E27291 
10.05 Rknba'B Island (6S22038) 1025 The 
Mage 8d» (7514545) 10JS Aduenhaes ol 
Dodo 184477635) 11J» Pmcess SJarta 
18821090) 1130 Pmoccho (B639019) 
1Z.00 mspeow (iadgaf (8273090) 
1230pm 'JR TiOOpers (35335019) 1iS0 
Poner Rangers Zeo (35348583) 1.10 5 k| 
Bart Bee deterge (20426477) 130 EeU 
Siravngansa (7144546) ZOO Uo wta Louie 
(4216477) 230 Ciocactoo P&821251 XOO 
Gadget Boy (4228210) 130 Eetf 
S havaganea (3&87B70) 400 Lite wah Lou* 
(3973477) 430 Power Rangers Zeo 
0962361) 5J» Beefe&ogs 14207725) 
530 Sptderman (^6941) WW 
Gcosrtxntpa 1398285*) UD*730 Sneel 
Volley Htgrt (3974108) 

TCC _ 

6.00am Road lo Avontea (17167) 7.00 
Define the Uenacc (97496) 8.00 Batman 


(40800) UO Art An** (52899) 930 Flash 
Gordon (36851) 830 Bohtoy s Wtorid 
(72941) 10.00 Romuald the Randeer 
(51545) 1030 Robnson Sucroe (32835) 
1130 Danger Mouse (91903) 7130 
Graved*' H(h (92632) 1230 Oscar's 
Oichestra p3l87) 1230pm Ftattway 

Across the Galaxy (50729) 130 By Way ot 
ihe Stars (42S52) 130 BLad. Beauty 
(79800) 230 TTv Girt from Tomorrow (9274) 
Z30 Otrenn Odyssey OWSJl 3L00 Art Atta* 
(8309) 330 Flash Gordon (9787) 430 
Batman (8274) 430-530 The Eng Dish 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Non-stop carfocns from S OO m n la 
930pm. hududes Tom and Jerry. Popcye 
and The Ffirtstones 

NICKELODEON _ 

6.00am Cart Duriaita (88390) 630 
Ratio's Modem Lite (637671 730 Hey 
Arnold' (7B1B7) 730 Rubais (B092Z) 830 
Doug (82816) 830 Arthur (6)187) BOO 
CBBC (27038) 1030 Wknzre'e House 
(54019) 1030 Babar (94651) 1130 Mapc 
School Bus (53729) 1130 Mr MarvMng 
Rc*aEamey/Topsy aid TinvSfcyfcirti 
(54458) 12.00 BveRas n Pyjamas (85903) 
1230pm Utde Beer Stones (125451 130 
CBBC (37800) 230 The Whtxdous World 
Ol Dr S&I® (1800) 230 Ktesytui (6038) 
330 AMn and the (3835) 330 

Bruno the Kid (1583) 430 Juror* (7390) 
430 Rugraoj (6274) 530 Sear Srster 
(83801 530 Moesha (7534) 630 Press 
Gang (7767) 630-730 Doug (8019) 

TROUBLE _ 

1230 Heertbicak Hl^i (5651800) 1.00am 
ttrim (45BSS00) 130 Swea Vatey Tfigh 
16107944) 230 HangUme (31004581 230 
CaHomla Oeams (2798670) 330 Dyfer 
Gioite (3112263) 330 No Noted Flames 
(2777187) 430 Sweel Valley High 

(2789922) 430 Haigwne (2785106) 530 
Sawd tn the Bert {3f34036l 530 GWutria 
D i earns (277646* 630 Bytan Grove 
(2706699) 630 Matson (2780661) 730- 
830 HeertDrenk Hl^i (9077496J 

BRAVO _ 

830pm The New Twrtgft Zone (9053816) 
(3113822) 830 The New Tw4gtt Zone 
(3109729) 930 Harrmer House ot Honor 
(9066380) 1000 T cu of Dutf (9078757) 
1130 FBJt Wgte WBeh (9772698) 
130atn Slasky ond Hiscfi (47B3572) 2.00 
Tour ol Duty (9778881) 3.00 FILM: Vb^tn 


WBch (4260%5) 530 The New TwttriX 
Zone (097897) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Entertahmem UK (5816) 730 
Rnsearme (7803) 8,00 Roseanne (4564} 
630 Monty Python's Flying Crus (3699) 
930 Cheers (66293) 630 Cy«l (32309) 
1030 Fraser (886321 1030 Garry 

Stenting (95380) 1130 CrAv and 
MataWt MO* Club (78038) 1130 This Is 
Spiral Tap (56903) 130ran Cheers (73201) 
130 Cyta (29978) 230 EnfcflairOTtW Uk 
(41775) 230 QAk and Maconie's More 
Ch4J (53510) 330 Fraslei 03065) 330- 
4.00 Garry Surxfing (44862) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

1.00am FtUfc Gramtotds (16967511 240 
Star ware Trtogy: The Force Returns 
f2tGEE3SS} 3.10 Earlhscan Steoal Restart 
(94960201) 330-430 New Buzz Bytes 
(91S806&8) 

HOME A LEISURE _ 

0.00pm The Joy c* Pankig (2083800) 930 
Gardener's Diary (3957421) 1030 The 
Great Qjtdentng PICA (4703274) 10 30 
Dong n Up (733*562) 1130 The Parted 
House (5553835) 1130 TWs Old House 
«*h Steve and Norm (5554564) 1230 Yon 
Con Cool, (3639944) 1230ran Graham 
Ken (5852057) 130 Today s Gourmet 
(4661274) 130 Home Aqan w«fi Bob Via 
16202568) 230 Homodree (3106632) 230 
Fiaraure to Go (2778616) 330 Two's 
Country Cooking (3125767) 330-430 Thfi 
Did House ujth Steve and Norm (2773361) 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Oshttig Adventures If (2782496) 
430 Roadshow (2781380) 530 Tens X 
13120212) 530 Mysteries, Magic end 
hfroctes (2772632) 6.00 Savannah Watch 
(4202316} 730 Beyond 2000 (3117748) 
730 Disaster (2799309) 630 Jurassica 
(9059000) 930 Medksri Detectives 

(5573689/ 830 Medea! Dsfectnes 

(9252813) 1030 Jufts Face (9072941) 
1130 The Omen Uan (467TG51) 1230 
CiassK Wheels (9956132) 130am Disaster 
(1486355) 130230 Beyond 2000 

(6021620) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm AmrH MJwertes (1 158,25] 530 
Memories of the E&to (71E88M) 530 The 
Meet Decorated (B549&80) 73H30 Biog¬ 
raphy Ava Gardner (4fl7394f} 


CHALLENGE TV 


Win unth Prize Time twee an hou. 
535pm BlocMxreiere (7432677) 330 Fam- 
8y Forttjnes (K3336) 630 Cachphrase 
(943854) 736 Sale ol the Certuty (824062) 
730 Give Us A Ctue (896125) 830 AH 
Quad Up 1930835) 930 Through Ihe 
Keyhole (27)380) S35 Busman's HtAday 
(173309) 1035 Treasure Hurt (624816) 
1130 Love at First S&t 1*99632) 1230 
Sate ol the Certify (35256} 1230am Hart 
to Hurl (63423) 130 RUI: Wind Dancer 
(34249) 330 My Two Dads (99336) 430- 
530 Thu Fa* Guy (55143) 

UKUVING _ 

630am Tiny Living (35618941| 935 
Gbriags and Glamatr (5749835) 9.15 The 
Golden BSrtl 3w (62650W9 1005 Jerry 
Spmgor Unaii 17131767) 1130The Young 
and the ResOess (8477019) 11.50 The Naw 
Mr and Mrs Show (2745361) 1235pm Why 
UeP Real Lie Case Studies (B9S74944) 
1235 Temper* (8315832) 130 Rolonda 
(8651583? 230 The Agony E<pertence 
(9102306) 3.00 live al Three (2679283^ 
435 The Jerry Springer Show (9589274) 
535 Largo (793699031530 lucky Laodsre 
(9106)251 630 I Dream ol Jem* 
(3254616) 6 35 The Heal Is On C6433B1) 
735Hearts Afire (1588406) 735 (nfatuaCion 
UK (2297651) 835 Rotanda (S0W941)930 
HIM: Kate's Secret (8141632) 1130- 
1230 The S&cy Sax F8es (2ERB83) 


ZEE TV 


730am Jaagren 730 ZEE Momtig 830 
Z££ C^ing 830 Shr Krishna 930 Punjabi 
FoA 930 Kaadfort Ka Rang 1030 
Cine magic 1030 Timhare Sahara 1130 
Zaire Ka Sadar 1130 Hasretan 1230 
Andaz 1230pm Raahal 130 HUI: En 
Vaadu en Xanawsr 430 ZS Zbr» 
Prescrts 4,10 Kama) Kombmanon 435 
Saanp Seecf 5.15 Young Buzz 6.00 Beef 
Ke Pg 630 ZEE and You 730 SMi Orta 
Chd7 730 fctea 830 News 835 
Ratampara 935-1230 FBM 


MTV 


The 24 haw music charm*, hdurtea 
news, reviews, fee concert footage, nfcr 
vwws end the latest (Music video eftarfc 


VH-1 


The vfeteo Mis chamreL Oassfc nx* arri 
pop vfcfeos and the faes! new sxrefe 
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Juventus back changes to final stages 


Uefa consider 
new format for 


European Cup 


By John Goodbody 


JUVENTUS. backed by sev¬ 
eral leading clubs, mdudine 
Manchester United, have pro¬ 
posed a week-long climax to 
the European Cup with the 
semi-finals and the final all 
played in the same country. 

The plan put forward by the 
Italian club, who are the 
holders and meet Borussja 
Dortmund, of Germany, in 
the final in Munich on May 
28, has been given unofficial 
approval by Uefa. European 
football's governing body. The 
proposal is to a tendon the 
present format of two-legged 
semi-finals and a final some 
weeks later in favour of a 
week-long tournament of 
knockout matches. This would 
also allow Uefa to change the 
qualifying European Champi¬ 
ons’ League from six groups of 
four clubs to a more natural 
four groups of six. 

. Referring to the plan of 
Roberto Bettega, the Juventus 
managing director, Fritz 
AhJstrom, a Uefa spokesman, 
said: "Ail the other quarter- 
finalists reacted very positive¬ 
ly and so did Uefa. That 
means we will discuss it, but it 
would not be possible before 
the 1998-99 season." 

The main motivation to 
recast the competition is 
money. Although attendances 
in the final stages would be 
smaller than die present 
system of home^and-away ties, 
television companies and 
sponsors would be excited by 
the idea of a concentrated 
climax to the tournament. 
Uefa has already raised more 
than £400 million from the 
first five years of the Champi¬ 
ons’ League and plans to 
match that figure in the next 
three. 

The gross revenue from the 
competition this year is more 
than £100 million, even more 
than Euro %. although, of 
course, there are far more 
games in the annual Euro¬ 
pean Champions’ League for 
clubs than in the quadrennial 
European championship for 
countries. With 38 television 
companies and eight leading 
sponsors each paying a mini¬ 
mum of £2 million up to Ford's 
estimated £10 million, the 
income from the tournament 


is growing all the time. Jurgen 
Lenz, the director of TEAM 
Marketing AG. which mar¬ 
kets the Champions’ League 
for Uefa. said that the tourna¬ 
ment will remain predomi¬ 
nantly a free product for 
television viewers well beyond 
2000. In England, ITV has the 
rights until 2000. 

Lenz said: "This is a compe¬ 
tition with such massive ap¬ 
peal that we have to deliver it 
to the widest possible audi¬ 
ence. I believe that until 
maybe 2010. there is absolute¬ 
ly no question that the tourna¬ 
ment will remain on free TV." 






There will be changes 
and some will come 
from within' —Alex 
Ferguson on the 
aftermath of 
Manchester United's 
European Cup exit 

Oliver Holt, page 46 


Next season. 56 teams will 
be competing in the European 
Cup. They will consist of the 48 
champions from Uefa’s mem¬ 
ber countries and the eight 
runners-up from Uefa’s eight 
leading countries, which 
include England. The prelimi¬ 
nary round will be played over 
two legs, on July 23 and July 
30, and tiie FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership champions and run¬ 
ners-up are exempt, although 
Rangers will be expected to 
enter at this stage. 

The eight runners-up will 
join in for the next round, on 
August 13 and 27. After this, 
clubs qualify for the 2+^trong 
Champions’ League, for which 


the champions of the eight 
seeded countries get automatic 
entry. 

Lenz said that there were 
two reasons for the changes. 
“In the first place, there is the 
view that every champion is 
entitled to have a chance to 
qualify for the Uefa Champi¬ 
ons’ League. The fact that a 
club such as Rosenborg BK {of 
Notwayl reached the quarter¬ 
finals supports this idea," he 
said. 

“There must always be a 
space for an outsider, because 
that is one of die charms of top 
football. That is how the world 
discovered teams such as 
Cameroon and Nigeria. 

“However, the second point 
is that a high level of quality 
must be maintained. There 
must be a sort of guarantee 
that the Uefa Champions' 
League must present the best 
that European club football 
has to offer. The new qualify¬ 
ing system is designed to 
ensure that this is the case.” 

Uefa. meanwhile, is ada¬ 
mant that it mil not allow 
future winners of the English 
League Cup automatic entry 
into the Uefa Cup until the 
Premiership complies with its 
request to reduce its member¬ 
ship to 18. Leicester City, as 
Coca-Cola League Cup-win¬ 
ners this season, will be the 
last dub to have the privilege 
of entry. 

□ Roberto Baggio, the AC 
Milan international, is a sur¬ 
prise indusion in the Italy 
squad for the World Cup 
qualifying match against Po¬ 
land in Naples on Wednesday. 
His call-up may have been 
prompted by concern from 
Cesare Maldini. the national 
coach, over the fitness of 
Gianfranco Zola, the Chelsea 
striker, who has a hamstring 
injury. 

Baggio. 30. whose interna¬ 
tional career looked to have 
come to an end under Arrigo 
Sacchi, the former Italy man¬ 
ager, has ironically found 
favour again at a time when 
he has struggled to get into the 
Milan side — now managed 
by Sacchi. Baggio has won 45 
caps, but last played for Italy 
in their 1-0 win over Slovenia 
in September 1995. 



Bruguera serves during his third-round defeat by Santoro In Monte Carlo yesterday. The Spaniard offered little resistance in the final set 


Santoro claims another notable scalp 


By Our Sports Staff 


FABRICS SANTORO, of 
France, added another big- 
name player to his collection 
yesterday, when he eliminated 
Sergi Bruguera. of Spain. >6. 
7-5, 6-1 in the third round of 
the Monte Carlo Open. 

Santoro, the world No 90. 
knocked out Thomas Muster, 
the world No 2 from Austria, 
in the second round and has 
now beaten two of the leading 
day-court tennis players in the 
world in three days. Both are 
former French Open champi¬ 
ons and, between them, they 
have won five Monte Carlo 
Open titles. 

“I had not won many 
matches before coming here, 
so these two victories are very 
importanr to me." Santoro, 24. 
said. “I rank them among the 
three or four best wins in my 
career." 

The secret of Santoro's suc¬ 
cess yesterday, as it had been 
against Muster on Tuesday, 


was his variation of stroke and 
change or style away from a 
base! i ne-domina ted game. 

“This year. I realised that I 
could not go on like that if 1 
wanted to make a career in 
tennis." Santoro said. “I was a 
ball fiddler. My game be¬ 
longed to the Seventies more 
than the Nineties. 

“1 have tried to be more 
aggressive the last few months 
because my game is not that 
powerful.” Santoro said. "I 
have tried to come ro the net 
more, rather than win points 
from the back." 

He also rested Bruguera 
with slices and charged the net 
frequently. "The last few tour¬ 
naments 1 have won a lot of 
points racing into the net. so I 
am beginning to feel altogeth¬ 
er more comfortable there." 
Santoro added. 

After losing the first set. the 
Frenchman raced fa a 3-0 lead 
in the second set and, al¬ 
though Bruguera broke back 
and levelled the scores. 


Santoro regained the initiative 
by breaking Bruguera's ser¬ 
vice again to take the set 7-5. 

Santoro started the deciding 
set as he had the second, by 
taking a 3-0 lead. Bruguera 
seemed unable to raise his 
game, Santoro winning 12 
points in succession and hit¬ 
ring three aces in the seventh 
game to close out the match. 

In a tournament that has 
thrown up a string of surprise 
results, ten of the top 16 
players have failed fa get past 
the second round including 
PWe Sampras, Boris Becker 
and Muster, who were all 
eliminated in one afternoon. 

Magnus Larsson. who beat 
Sampras, reached the fourth 
round yesterday with a 7-5.6-0 
victory over Daniel Vacek. of 
the Czech Republic, and now 
meets Marcelo Rios, of Chile, 
who overcame Alberto Costa, 
the losing finalist last year. 
7-6,64. 

Rios, seeded seventh, was 
gaining revenge for his semi¬ 


final defeat by Costa 12 
months ago. In a match that 
produced some of the finest 
rallies of the week. Rios was 
able to raise his game when he 
needed it, winning the first-set 
tie-break 7-3 and making a 
vital break in the ninth game 
of the second set. 

Tire Chilean dearly relishes 
the surface and is approach¬ 
ing his peak at the right time 
for the French Open next 
month. “I was bom on clay," 
Rios said. “I love to play on 
clay but when you play as 
well as I did today, the surface 
doesn't matter." Rios has had 
a lacklustre season so far, 
reaching only one ATP Tour 
final. 

Other winners yesterday 
included Christian Ruud, of 
Norway, who beat Emilio 
Alvarez, the Spanish qualifier. 
4-7.7-6, 6-1, and Carlos Costa, 
another Spanish qualifier, 
who mastered Arnaud 
Boetsch. of France. 64, 7-5. 
Yet another Spaniard. Alex 


Corretja, progressed with a 
4-6, 7-6. 6-0 victory over 
Bohdan Ulihrach. of the Czech 
Republic, the winner of the 
Estoril tournament two weeks 
ago. 

Richard Krajicek, the Wim¬ 
bledon champion from Hol¬ 
land, made short work of 
Mark Philippoussis. the tal¬ 
ented young Australian, win¬ 
ning 6-3,6-2- 

In the LTA satellite tourna¬ 
ment in Bournemouth yester¬ 
day, Julie Pullin, of Sussex, the 
national champion, made 
smooth progress into the last 
four with a (>3,6-3 victory over 
Claire Taylor, the second seed 
from Oxfordshire. Pullin now 
faces NathaJy Tijssen, of Hoi- . 
land, for a place in the final. 

Elsewhere on the women’s 
scene. Martina Hingis, the 
world No I. is reportedly mak¬ 
ing a good recovery after an 1 
operation to repair ligaments 
in her left knee, which she - 
injured in a fall while horse- 
riding on Monday. 
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Senna death trial ‘irrelevant’ 


By Michael Calvin 


MAX MOSLEY, the most 
powerful political figure in 
world motor sport, yesterday 
condemned the indignities en¬ 
dured by Frank Williams, in 
answering charges of cul{>able 
homicide at the trial arising 
from tiie death of Ayrton 


apportioned for any racing 
accident, is not amended. 

“What has happened to 
Frank Williams is outra¬ 
geous.” Mosley, who has qui¬ 
etly become the most 
influential British administra¬ 
tor in world sport, said. “He 
has never been allowed to see 
Senna's car. On any rational 
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as a “complete irrelevance" to sion. Our interest is not in why 
Formula One. he went off the road, but in 
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The strength of his feelings, what we can du to make sure 
widely shared within die such an accident never hap- 
sport, will inevitably renew pens again. Over the past 
speculation about the long- three years we have taken 
term future of Formula One in many steps to do so. 

Italy, if exisiting legislation, “We do so in the knowledge 

No 1077 

which demands that blame be that Formula One is a human 


business. Drivers make mis¬ 
takes. mechanics make mis¬ 
takes, engineers make mis¬ 
takes. There is a crash at every 
single grand prix. at every 
single track. Our job is to 
make sure that, when those 
crashes occur, no one is hurt." 

Williams is one of six men 
who deny the charges. Other 
defendants include Patrick 
Head, technical director of the 
Williams-Renault learn, and 
Adrian Newey, its erstwhile 
chief designer. The prosecu¬ 
tion alleges that Senna 
crashed because a badly de¬ 
signed modification resulted 
in the failure of the steering 
column. 

“If the Italians really want 
fa have an enormous legal 
process then that is their 
right," Mosley, a trained law¬ 
yer. said. “I happen to think 
everyone will be found not 
guilty but, even if they are not. 


the appeals process is likely to 
go on for between eight and 12 
years. 

"That, in one way. is one of 
the worst aspects of the trial. 1 1 
is a waste of time. If we want 
to race in Italy, we will do so 
under their laws, but maybe 
that question will come under 
consideration in the future.” 

The obvious implication, 
that Italy could be isolated, 
should not be underestimated. 
Fia sanctions more than 30 
motor sports events in the 
country, including grands prix 
at Imola and Monza, whose 
traditions do not offer com¬ 
plete protection, given that 
Formula One is looking to 
expand its horizons in Asia. 

The teams accept the restric¬ 
tions of dvil liability, but 
resent their vulnerability to 
criminal prosecution. 


Think First 
Before 
You Phone 


First Telecom olcers long distance and 
international calls ac up -c SOFfe.iess than BT. 


Testing return, page 43 


ACROSS 
1 Engender (5) 

4 19 50s hippie (7) 

5 (Can’t do something) at all 

(3.6) 

9 Like Marvell's mistress (3) 

10 Tracked road vehicle (4) 

11 Showing remorse (8) 

13 Blurred(eyes)(6) 

14 Talk boringly, at length: ex¬ 
actly (4.2) 

17 .Agra mausoleum (3,5) 

19 Insincerely fluent (4) 

22 FalstafTs Prince (3) 

23 Abandoning (all other. 
BCP)(9) 

24 Use of plural far/ (5JI 


DOWN 

1 Be suitable for (5) 

2 Relevant (7) 

3 You fpreh.) (4) 

4 Shock-absorber; old fool 
(s/a/ig)(6) 

5 One from New World (8) 

6 Recess (for statue} (5) 

7 A noble gas; Superman 
planet (7) 

12 Appalling (8) 

13 Meat seller (7) 

15 Irritating malting sore (7) 

16 Peter Pan author (6) 

18 Wobbly sweet (5) 

20 Coastal indentation (5) 

21 Smear (paint) roughly (4) 


Clubs prepare bitter-sweet goodbyes 

W hen Bolton Wander- Nick SzCZepaillk looks at the passing of league fixture. Martin Smith 

ers kick off against - ; - 2 - of the Oatcake fanzine, said 

Chariton Athletic to- some Of football's ITlOSt familiar stadiums “Irs a bit of football hirtnr. 


25 One prejudiced (5) 

The solution to 1076 will be published Wednesday. April 30 
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W hen Bolton Wander¬ 
ers kick off against 
Chariton Athletic to¬ 
night it will mark the begin¬ 
ning of the end for five 
famous football grounds, all 
of which have staged toplevd 
footbalL The final competitive 
match at Bumden Bark will 
be followed, in dose order, by 
those at the Goklstone 
Ground, Roker Park, the Vic¬ 
toria Ground and the Base¬ 
ball Ground. 

For Bolton, Sunderland, 
Stoke City and Derby County, 
it will be a bittersweet experi¬ 
ence. There are new stadiums 
to look forward to and much- 
loved if inconvenient, uncom¬ 
fortable and old-fashioned 
enclosures to mourn. Bolton 
will play at the 25.00tVcapadty 
Reebok Stadium at Honvich 
in the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship next season, with the 


Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion championship safely 
wrapped up already, and will 
be hoping that souvenir hunt¬ 
ers display patience and ig¬ 
nore the chance to walk home 
with apiece of the pitch. Local 
teams will be paying for the 
privilege of playing on it and 
then it is being dug up and 
sold off in five-metre squares 
at an auction on June 1. 

Derby, too, want to discour¬ 
age informal dismantling of 
the Baseball Ground after 
Arsenal’s visit on May 11. A 
testimonial will follow on the 
next Wednesday and there 
will be reserve games and 
some preseason games 
staged this summer, since 


Pride Park will not be handed 
over by the contractors until 
mid-July. 

Sunderland. 99 years at 
Roker Park, have derided to 
hold a special farewell game a 
safe distance away from the 
tensions inherent in their last 
home league game against 
Everton. but their mid-May 
match at Roker against Liver¬ 
pool the first visitors in 1898. 
promises to be the biggest of 
the "wakes". A veritable pag¬ 
eant of Roker history will 
precede the matdL 

Stoke will also face the 
Victoria Ground’s first visitors 
— West Bromwich Albion. 119 
years ago — in its final game 
on May 4, but ere a scheduled 


league fixture Martin Smith, 
of the Oatcake fanzine, said: 
“irs a bit of football history 
going: the oldest league 
ground in the world, the 
longest continuous occupancy 
and the largest remaining 
terrace. It’s got character, but 
character alone isn’t enough. 
It’s a Darwinian thing — 
evolve or die." 

Brighton are not so lucky. 
Although their off-field diffi¬ 
culties. which were precipitat¬ 
ed by the sale of the Goldsrone 
Ground, now appear to have 
been resolved, club officials 
have had little opportunity to 
organise any formal recogni¬ 
tion of the passing of the 
dub’s home of 93 years. 
Instead, supporters will ob¬ 
serve a two-minute silence 
before the final home game, 
against Doncaster Rovers 
tomorrow. 



Opening an eccc-jnt with First TpIpco- 
couldn't be cas'e*- 

Pn r;f °I_ our operator's and you can p e 

I'.okoo to the world's laroest and rr, os t 
asperse fibre optic network:* less than an h CJ , 
Tnere are no start up fees or month* charges 

^o-£?i°r d - naVe X ° Cispensc ' with your current 
company - so you can continue to use your 
existing line and Telephone number. 


Using the system is eoualiv slrr^e 
rwrcsT lengthy access codes.' with First Te^e- 

Stmply dial 1 S39 and you're ready" 
tc make your cat. 


sn.astic savings, friendly service an .-< rr/str 
c ear connections. It pays to Think First. 


#F F.I..RST TELECOM 


0800 376 6666 





























































































